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r RE FACE 


TiU'. siege of Port Arthur was tlie event of the late war 
ill tlic ]Air Jilast which uiost attracted the allciiiion and 
interest of the rest of the world. There wore other military 
operations, it is true, of equal if not of greater importance 
to the ultimate issue of the struggle; but, owing to their 
complexity, their slowness, and the absence of definite 
advance informuLion, th('ir progress and purport were not 
easily grasped l)y any save military students. The case 
of Port Arthur was different . The long drawu-out agony 
of the siege was continued before the eyes of the world 
for many inonihs,^ and, while the imagination was touched 
by its romantic side, the point at issue was at once 
apparmit. 

Even so, there was much mystery about the conduct 
of the dtifence aucl the eventual fall of the Fortress ; for, 
owing to its rcnioto position and almost complete isola- 
tion by the enemy, the available informatiou almost 
entirely consisted of that supplied by correspondcnls Muth 
the Japanese, and was, therefore, information from the 
outside, and more or less a history of yesidh alone. In 
1907, or between two and throe years after the culmina- 
tion of tlio siege, the inevitable disclosures^lhc aftermath 
of defeat— which sometimes help to an appreciation of 
C 4 iime^ began to be made in Russia. 

More than cite book has recently been written by 
^ One hundred and My-four days after ihe close investmenu 
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Russians who saw the defence from inside ilu^ h'oUu'ss, 
and who therefore claim to bo in a position to fpve the 
inner history of the tragedy. 

'The Truth about Pori Auhiir’ was publislu'd in 
Russia last year. M. Nojinc, the anthoi, whose pei- 
mission this aVjridged translalitm has been made, was Ww 
accredited RusSum war-correspondent in Poii Ailhur, and 
as such went through the greater part of the siege* 
had exceptional facilities for collecting material for his 
work, for he was all through in cdosc contact with I he 
‘ fighting ’ leaders of Port Arthur, and had ac(^(\ss to olficial 
documents and diaries, and, having been an oyt'-witm^ss of 
much, end possessing the trained observoiion of a journalist, 
his testimony should carry weight, Ilis book h one 
long indictment of the then regime in Russia, and of 
some of the officials connected with the dcfcuco of Pori 
Arthur. 

By the time that the English Iranslalion was coinplcl(^d> 
in the autumn of xejoy, it was announced that some of tiui 
senior officers who conducted the defence wcie to be tri<'d 
by court-martial. In fact, from the copy of Iho official 
indictment then published/ it seemed as if it migld 
almost have been framed upon matcaial furnished by 
M. Nojine's book. It was therefore decided to delay 
publication whilst matters were 5;/^; jiidicL\ The trial is 
now over, the result is known to the world, and (here 
seems no reason why the English version of the account 
by an eyewitness of what wont on in the ilbfaled Fortress 
should not be given to the public. 

The translator and editor disclaim all responsibility for 
the statements made and the opinions expressed, which 
arc the author’s owm. 

If he has sometimes been carried beyond the limits of 
a strictly judicial impartiality, it is, porhai)S, in the 
* vSeo Conclusion, p. 336 
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circumstances, comprehensible. Ilis palriolisin must have 
been again and again outraged by the existing maladrninis- 
tmlion, while his personal feelings weni jumbably cin- 
bitlorcd by the treatment wliich he and those who bore 
the burden of the defence received, 

ddioiirji the author, as will bo seen by a perusal of his 
book, is not sparing of censure and is distinctly outspoken 
in his conclusions, yet he is capable of giving praise when 
ho considers it to be due. Indeed, it is a relief, amongst 
so much iluil is dtipressing, to read his opinion of 
(Irenerals bmirnoff and Kondratenko amongst others, and 
his whole-hcaiiod championship of the stolid, dogged 
Ivussinn soldier who, woiglicd down by the incompetence 
of many above him, struggled tlirough those weary 
months of defeat, privation, atul suspense. 

Amongst mucli in tliis book which gives food for 
thought tlua’e are two or three matters described by the 
author which are Iruly extraordinary, X^'or instance, it 
is difhcult to bc^lieve that when, after so much ihrcatea- 
lag, the slonn evcuitually burst and war broke out, Port 
Arthur—lluit outpost of the Russian Empire— was so far 
(rom being n^.ady that on January 14, 1904, only eight 
gtms of the allotted armament were mounted on the land 
defences* And yet iluire is oflicial authority for this 
statement (see Appendix IL)* ff also lannarkablc that 
even before the p]ac (3 was ilually cut off by complete in* 
vestnieni in July, 1904, tlic troops had to be put on short 
rations ; this seems to have been caused by the subordina- 
tion, even in war, of the military to other requirements, 
(Icncral Pock’s theory also upon fortress warfare (p, 1^27) 
is strangely at variance witli the practice of his great 
conniryinan Todleben, who defended Sevastopol for 349 
days, and his reasoning is difficult to follow. Finally, 
Iho action of the senior officer of a beleaguered fortress, 
in disobeying and concealing the official messages which 
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Finally, a shorl description of the flcfeuc('S oi PoU 
Arthur will, perhops, elucidate tlie .uilhoi’^ u.\Uri(i\c. A( 
the ouLbreak of war Ihe laud defences o( (lie Inn (os. 
consisted of the following : 

The Cluucsc Vv^all, wluch was a continuous catlh luiu- 
part extending for some distauco round the nniUi oi tin 
place. 

Five principal pcnmianent works o{ huge size* and 
strength, arranged in a rough scmicircU' from s(\.i lo se.i. 
Of these, one, No. 5, was not liiiishcd at the outbo^uk of 
hostilitic‘s. Another, No. 6, which was to have coinpk^ted 
the girdle on the west, wavS not commenced. These 
works are called in the text ^ forts.’ 

Five subsidiary works in the intervals be! ween the 
principal ^ forts.’ These were not of such strength as (he 
lalter, and were for the most part complcttul but md 
armed at the commencement of hostilities, dliey are 
called in the text ‘ fortilicatious/ 

Certain of the batteries oti ilic laud side, and a few 
auxiliary works—such as redoubts, etc. 

After the outbreak of war iho existing permnncul and 
scmi-pormunciit works were supplemental by a laige 
number of batteries and closed infantry woiks, in some 
of which guns wei'C emplaced. Those wcus sited l){dwt‘en 
the other works, or, in some cases, upon spcciiil points, 
and arc called ‘redoubts’ and 'lunettes.’ Then* were 
also a few open infantry works constrnrtcd for tin* special 
purpose of ' flanking ’ others, or for firing over ground in 
front of tliem not covered by their own lire. These are 
here called ‘ open Caponiers/ and should not be confused 
with the masonry structures called ‘caponiers/ placed 
at the bottom of the deep ditches of the larger woiks 
for the defence of those ditches. 

Round, between, and behind the forts, fortiflcalious, 
redoubts, lunettes, etc,, a ma^jc of (rcnchcs grew up for 
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lire, rJieUur, and comniiinicalioa, and nuincrods bomb- 
proofs, magazines, drossinp stations, were also built, hi 
front wen^ wire cnlaufj^lcmcnts, live electric wires, land 
mines — every ohidocle that ingenuity could suj^gest* 

To assist in identification a table has been pre[)arcd in 
w]ii('h the Knssian and the other nanu's (where available) 
of the localities inenlioned are given. A chronological 
table of the principal ewents of the siege lias been also 
add(xl. 

London, Alanh^ npS. 
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THE 

TRUTH ABOUT PORT ARTHUR 


* Cul(hV}i pivna pn'nnt cmncs? 

l\*)Hr /^KrriUR has fallen. , . , 

The bare fact is now a mailer of history; but at last 
the time has come to reckon up in detail all that 
happened during the blockade by land and sea. As 
late war correspondent m the theatre of operations in 
Kwantun, as a close witness of all that took place, and as 
one who voluntarily went through that terrible time, 1 look 
upon it as my sacred dui)^ to narrate what this defence 
cost the garrison and inhabitants of the unhappy town — 
to tell the truth, the whole tnithj and nothing but the truth. 

All who wont through thuL heaitrcnding siege, and who 
rellcctcd at all on what was passing before their eyes, 
became gradually aware oh— and finally, I might almost say, 
resigned to — two great facts. First, that the Fortress Com- 
mandant, Lieutenant-General Smirnoff, had two enemies to 
fight— 'onc inside the Fortress and one out; second, that it 
■was the internal enemy which proved loo strong. Tim 
immense efforts of General Smirnoff and of his immediate 
assistants— the late General Kondratenko, Admirals Gvigc- 
rovitch, Loschinsky, and Wiron, and Generals BieJy and 
Gox^batovsky— w^ere iri vain. 
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Why ? 

To this question the folIo\Aing ^ liope, supply 

the answer; hut, before commencing:; my namnlive, 1 
should explain that I shall only reenuni facts c'ilhi'r con- 
firmed by documentary evidence or witnessed by m3'S(5lb 



CHAPTER I 

TIIK BOMli-SHHLL 

When, one hour before midnight on P'^ebruary S, icjo^, 
our warships began t(3 belch lire from their many steel 
mouths, and the seaward batteries suddenly thundered 
forth their angry dcath«dealing tidings, no one dreamed 
that the nuise was War^ for no one had taken the constant 
rumoun) of the ruptiuc of diplomatic relations and of 
approaching hostilities at all seriously. Those who heard 
the increasing cannonade buoyed themselves up with the 
vague hope that some surprise combined manceuvres were 
taking place between the fleet and the coast defences. 
When three rockets, however, snaked up into the inky 
niglii from Golden Hill and burst on high, they told Iheir 
message, and finally when the gun-lire from Electric Cliff 
and the adjacent batteries changed to salvos, those vho 
understood the message of the rockets doubted no longer. 

Thus was all hope of a peaceful issue to the negotiations 
with Japan shattered* Our incapable, idle, and utterly 
shml“Sightcd diplomacy, which had so long and so stupidly 
exhausted the patience of the Mikado's Government, \\as 
now at can end. It was to enjoy a dishonourable repose, 
whilst others reaped the harvest of its handiwork* The 
hour had struck for the cold, impartial judgment of history* 
Although the sky in the East had for wrecks been blood- 
red with the menace of immediate war, yet when it came 

s 
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TIIH B 0 MI,-S 1 I£LL 

When, one hour before midnight on February S, 190^1, 
our warships began to belch lire from their many steel 
mouths, and the seaward batteries suddenly thundered 
forth their angry death-dealing tidings, no one dreamed 
that the noise was War, for no one had taken the constant 
rumours of the ruptme of diplomatic relations and of 
approaching hostilities at all seriously. Those who heard 
the increasing cannonade buoyed themselves up with the 
vague hope that some surprise combined manreuvres were 
taking place between the fleet and the coast defences. 
When three; rockets, however, snaked up into the inky 
night from Golden Hill and burst on high, they told their 
message, and finally when the gun-iirc from Electric Cliff 
and the adjacent batteries changed to salvos, those who 
understood the message of the rockets doubted no longer. 

Thus was all hope of a peaceful issue to the negotiations 
with Japan shattered. Our incapable, idle, and utterly 
short-sighted diplomacy, which had so long and so stupidly 
c.xhaustcd the patience of the Mikado’s Government, was 
now at an end. It was to enjoy a dishonourable repo.se, 
whilst others reaped the harvest of its handiwork. The 
hour had struck for the cold, impartial judgment of history. 

Although the sky in the East had for w'eeks been blood- 
red with the menace of immediate war, yet when it came 
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Next morning Port Arthur woke earlier than iisnai- 
Every one wanted to know what had nctuall3' happened 
during the night. Alas! the reports ns to Japanese toipcdo 
attacks wore only loo well founded, and the Cesarevitchy 
PaUachi^ nnd Rct^vimn were hon eh combat. Despite the 
completeness of lln^ night attack, and the calculating 
Ihoioughiiess with which the enemy had done their work 
“dearest proof that man could wvant of llic outbreak of 
war — in the absence of any official communication from 
the Comuumdant, the population still hoped against hope. 
'rh<‘ more impressionable prepared to leave, but otlierwisc 
things went on much as usual. At the wharf n crowd 
coliecled to look at the Reivisau lying in the culrance to 
the harbour ; from her appearance it was difficult to 
believe that she l)ad sustained any damage, and the reports 
wcie pronounced untrue. The printing office of the N(wy 
Kry was anotlier centre of attraction, every one hustling 
round to buy n paper with some account ol the night's 
work. Put in the paper was no woid of war. 

Although outwnidl}^ ihc current of life in Pori Arthur 
seemed I0 How ^inruflled, this calm did not extend to those 
in authority. The staffs, which up to the preceding 
c'voning had been pea(^<dull}' sliunboriiig for six years, 
w'ere now extraordinarily busy ; their activity w^as proved 
by the utter confusion wdiich reigued. The disorgani^ia- 
tion of the Fortress Staif paiticukirly wuB almost ludicrous: 
officers hurried hither and thither, contradictory and 
impossible orders were being issued and countermanded, 
and above and Ihrough all this confusion resounded the 
ceaseless chattering of the telephone-bells, It was not 
a sight to inspire confidence. It seemed as if the staff 
momentarily anticipated some fatal and sudden blow, hut 
did not know what to do in order to ward it off Colonel 
KhvosloffAhc Chief of the Fortress Staff, and his immediate 
assi.stants alone kept their heads. He knew that the time 
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was approaching when every one would sec ihc' I'cnl state of 
things, and to what extent the 'slronghokr -Port Atlhtir 
— Nvas impregnable* [Several alarmists had aluvidy been 
punished by the Commandant for spreading rumours that 
many of the batteries were gunlcss, and many of the guns 
without aminunilion,] fic and his predecessor, General 
Plug, had done all that was in their power, but tlie\' might 
as vvell have knocked their heads against a wall. 

Meanwhile the Viceroy's staff wrote orders, which ended 
up in the Viceroy’s o\vn words: ‘ Yon must all keep calm, 
in order to be able to perform your duty in the most 
efficient manner possible, ti listing to the help of God that 
every man will do his work, remembering that neither 
prayers to God nor service for the Tsar are in vaind 

In the outer harbour the Pacific Ocean squadron was 
lying, steam up and cleared for action, wailing the oider 
to go out and engage the enemy. When, at to mm., the 
Boycirin, having returned to haibour, signalled that the 
Japanese licet was approaching in force, the Viceroy 
and General Stossel, escorted by a troop of (h)ssacks, and 
follow^cd by a numerous suite, went up on to Golden flilh 
It certainly was to be hoped thai General Stossel, to whom 
the Emperor had entrusted the Fottress, and who had 
recently reported to him that it was ready, w'ould ' ketqj 
calm ’ and do his duly ' in the most efficient manner ’ ; but 
those who were privileged to see him on that liisioiic 
morning saw no traces of calmness in his demeanour. 

After about an hour the presence of the whole Japanese 
fleet on the horizon was signalled, but the majority of llu’ 
people knew nothing, and all was quiet in the town, A 
little later and Port Arthur was paralysed wdlli fear, for 
the very ground quivered with the shock as the guns of 
both fleets and of the coast batteries sudd<mly opened 
fire. The battle had begun, and the fleet of young 
Japan, a nation wffiich had only begun to take lessons in 
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Wcstera culture thirty-two years ago, was pitted against 
that of Russiri — founded two hundicd years ago by Peter 
the Gloat. 

In twenty minutes’ time i^-inch shells were detonating 
in the streets of the town, and the population began to Ilec 
in panic to the hills. The battle waxed, but there \\as 
cAuiouF) silence on Liac^-lieh-shan and Quail Hills— two peaks 
which commanded the gioimd all lonnd Pori Arthur, The 
fust was aiiiiod with a lighthouse and the second with a 
lire obseivation-tower ! In spite of the fire, but little 
damage was done on either side — the enemy could not 
hurt Ek‘clric Cliff and Golden Hill, and the bark of our 
shoie batteries was worse than their bite, owing to the 
shoit range of their guns. Indeed, owing to lack of guns 
and ammunition, some of our batteries were actually firing 
blank, whilst others maintained a haughty silence. Though 
Russia did not then know of this, the Japanese did, but, 
with thinr natural ('unning, ludd their longues. The 
Ihitish kiunv of it, and chnckled whilst they kept silence 
for their allies. 

Just befoic noon the bombardment ceased, and the 
Japanese fleet steamed off. The fiist wild panic subsided, 
and the little^ railway-station was soon crowded with 
fugitives, al! anxious to dcpail- 

What tlie Vi(’eroy, Alcxoiclf, said to Stbsscl that day 
is hidden by a veil of obscurity, but that lie decided 
Id remove liim from the pOvSl of General admits of not 
tlxc slightest doubt, for Lieutenant-General Konstauline 
Nikolfuwitch Smirnoff was chosen by tbo War Minister to 
supersede Sliissel as Commandant, and lefl Warsaw for 
Port iVrlhur on February :33. 
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SETTLING DOWN TO IT 

From that day onwards Pori Arthur was, after dusk, 
plunged in complete darkness, the screened windows and 
deserted streets giving an ominous impression o! desola- 
tion. The town became noticeably empty, though numer- 
ous families, anxious to share the fate of husbands and 
fathers, were still allowed to remain. In spite of the 
Viceroy’s order (No. 49) that all families should be sent 
out of the besieged Fortress, General Stdssel made no 
effort to enforce this. In vain it was pointed <mt that 
women — except nurses — and children arc a most un- 
desirable elexTiGnt in a fortress: he look no action. 

About this time much valuable tiu\e and labour war- 
wasted by Stossel on the construction of an inner wall ^ 
with a ditch round the Old Town. The futility of this as a 
defence would have struck a hrsl year’s cadet, for it ran 
all along the hollow in which the town wiis situated, and 
would therefore be absolutely useless should iha Japanese* 
sei:ge the hills in rear of the line of forts* Wlhlst he thus 
squandered time, labour, and money on this* folly/ SlosscI 
delayed the work on the forts, and paid no atteniion to the 
fortification of that most imiiortanl povSiiion — Kinohou. 

Another curious point about the conduct of affairs was 
that officers were strictly forbidden to make thmuselvci; 
acquainted with the topography of the Fortress. In fad, 

The Central Wall 
8 
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tlic object seemed to be to handicap our loices as much 
as possible by ignorance of the ground, for practice 
manoeuvres weie only held once, and the troops wliich had 
taken pni I in these matifcuvrcs and were the only ones that 
knew the ground — the 3rd Siberian Riilc Division — were 
sent Dwny to the Yalu. Their places were taken by corps 
fresh from Siliciia. 

Though Russian officers wore not allowed to learn their 
v\ ay about the Forticssj numbers of officers of the Japanese 
Gencial Staff, disguised as washermen, coolies, etc., were 
permitted to move about the batteries withonl hindrance. 
No one watched them. Not only were they able to learn 
all lliey desired and to make maps, but they drew up 
acruuite lange-tables for the siege-guns which afterwards 
did such linllianl service. When Smirnoff arrived and 
organized a foi tress gendarmerie this was put a stop to. 

The supply question was another branch of the organiza- 
tion that was shockingly mismanaged. Slaughter cattle, 
(dcM were laig(dy lequivsitioned from the surrounding dis- 
tiict, but, owing to the disgraceful system of accounts and 
I0 the fact that the civil authorities in charge of the work 
were much understaffed, only about one-half of w'hat was 
available was ol^tained. In spite of the advice and pro- 
tests of Colonel Vershinin, the Chief Commissai-y for the 
civil population, Stdsscl went his own w^ay and quite 
serenely left the Fortress undcr-suppliech After the depar- 
ture of the Viceroy to Mukden he assumed complete con- 
trol of the commissariat, and, in addition to the failure of 
the system as far as supplies went, earned the resent- 
ment of all the civilians by the severity of his regulalions. 
The Chinese naturally tried to drive away their cattle into 
Manchuria, as the requisitioning price was not a large one, 
and after a proclamation issued by Stbsscl on February 
by which requisitioning was still more restricted, they \Yere 
largely successful Thus, with a close blockade looming 
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in tlie near future, ilie district round I he I'crlicss was 
being denuded of live stock. 

Sldssers inllueucc was not confined lo thc‘ question ot 
slaughter cattle. As the armies in the north gradually 
coiicenlratcd, a horde of officers turned up in Poit Aitluu 
trying to purchase supplies of cvoiy sort, and whole vans 
of sugar, Hour, salt, tinned milk, gicon foods, preservtxJ 
fish and meat, etc,, were actually allowed to be fallen from 
this important fortress — a fortress sepaialcd by immy 
thousands of miles from Russia, bloc'kadt'ti by sea, atid 
expecting, according to the natural course ol events, to be 
blockaded also by land. Geneml Stdssel, v ho wrote in 
his order No. izG, of February 27, that there could be no 
retirement, since the soa was on tlirec sides and tlie enemy 
on the foiuth, allowed — nay, encouraged — the ex{>ort (d 
articles of vital importance. There was, ronsequcntl) , 
in October, November, and December a shortage, wdiich 
brought on an epidemic of scurvy. To all protests h<‘ 
replied that Kuropatkin would never allow us to cut 
off, and, if we were cut off, it would only be for a very 
biicf period. When the protests were repeated he ' cana* 
the senior officer/ and said that, as Commandant of th(‘ 
besieged Fortress, he would stand no interference. The 
civil authorities, who w^erc imdor him, watched witli sileni 
indifference tlie melting away of uur reserves. Several of 
the shopkeepers, indeed, hearing that supplies of every 
kind were badly wanted by the army in tl\c north, them- 
selves began to despatch truckloads. The statu of affairs 
was almost a burlesque. Port Arthur, instead of Ixuhig a 
fortress preparing itself for a siegt^, might have l^een a sort 
of general market, a principal supply for the main 

army, to which every one came to do business, or to gamble, 
and dissipate, for although Stossel allowed only three 
restaurants for general use and closed the gambling liellss 
rowdyism was rampant and money flowed like water. 
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Never in my life have I witnessed such orgies as I saw 
that February in Arthur before the arrival of General 
Smirnoff, and this in spile ol the moBi severe efforts at 
prevention. 

Whenever I passed by the iiie-brigade station in the 
morning I heard the swish of whips and tlic heartrending 
shrieks of men being hogged for dtunkenness, for per- 
mission had l)ecn given to the Chief of the ]\)Iice to con eel 
drunkards with some ' homely treatment.’ The usual pro- 
cedure was as follows : The men to be corrected — 
workmen, ra.b-drivers, Chinamen — v\'erc drawn up in the 
prison couilyard. Tluj inspector prcscnled thf‘ charge-sheet, 
and the police-officer stopped in front of each prisoner. 

" What have 3a)u to say ?' 

* Sir, }'cster(]ay— - — ’ 

‘ One hundred laslies, two weclcs' cells. Next. Whul 
have you to say ?’ 

‘ Ycstciday, sir — — ’ 

' One liutulnxl lashes, to-day and to-morrow.’ 

And so an to the end. Arrd then these Goers creatureSj 
sonic of them luturc heioes who died for the honour and 
glory of Russia, were removed and Hogged. L.ator, owing 
to the protests of the Chief of the Fire Biigado, the Hogging 
was carried out in the prison-house, where it was still 
more cruel. I know that mcm are Hogged in Russia, btil 
there it is only after trial. With us in Arthur things were 
more simple, more patriurchah 

During that time laws did nol exiBl in Arthur. Once 
\vh<m Colonel Vershinin, llui Civil Commissary, remarked 
with regard to an order lhat it was illegal, a staff-* 
officer* replied; How can you have laws ou service? 
General Stbsscl’s oniers ate law for ub/ And this was the 
slate of affairs right up to the capitulation, more especially 
after Stfiascl’s appointment as aide-doctunp to the Tsar. 
After he had left the garrison and the sick and wounded 
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to tlicir fate nnd departed to Russia, Japanese military law 
came into force. It was strict, hut it did not puivcait 
fi eedoin. 

On February 25 ; w'o perused the following order ])y the 
Commandant with fear und tiemblin^j : 

* Colonel Petrusha will ride i^ound the Old and New 
Towns and the New Chinese Town, and will make prisoners 
of all men v\dio are drunk or disorderly, and anyone else 
whom he may consider it necessary to arrest/ 

This was alarming. Colonel Pclruslia aulhorl/ed to 
arrest * anyone’? Several people went to the rniliiaiy 
Procurator to line! out what it meant. It would be 
dangerous to go out in the slieets, for ii Colonel l^etvusha 
thought it ' necessary ’ he wx‘>uld arn^sl you. Tlu' following 
day you would be up under liic cold grey eye of the (duel 
of the Police. He would ask, ^ What have lo say?’ 
and you would be floggiid. The only advice that the Pto- 
curator could give ns was to be careful and retiring. 

As P^ebruary passed guards were placed along the whole 
of the railway-line from Tashihebino to Arthur, and guns 
were mounted near the longer bridges, for hands of Ilun- 
buses were now on the prowl. Train-loads of soldiers 
from the reserve battalions arrived every day, and Uu‘ 
confusion and lack of system shown in their distribution 
were hopeless. Though all concerned strove to ap[K\a* 
busy, it W'as mainly in the direction of writing orders that 
their energy was expended. 

The general mental attitude towards the enemy was at 
this time remarkable, for from Stdsscl down to the last- 
joined recruit all professed the greatest contempt for the 
Japanese. The wdiolc nation was judged by the specimeus 
seen in Port Arthur. A Japanese ? Pooh ! he’s a 
mosquito. Why, Fll stick a pin through him and send 
him home in a letter/ was a favourite remark of tlie 
moment The General commanding the qth Ride 
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Division, who led Stusscl by the nose, absolutely, assured 
all and sundry that the Japanese were ‘fools.’ ‘The 
Japanese aj"e fools, because in their Held regulations it is 
laid down, that in the attack, the liring-line should extend 
at wide intervals,’ Sitting on his horse in front of the 
regiments under Jus command, he would explain this, and 
then say : ‘ Front rank, tell me why the Japanese are 
fools.’ The soldiers would shout in chorus : ‘ Because, 
when attacking, their iiringdine extends widely/ Is it to 
be wondered that our men thought the Japanese fools — 
till their first engagement, and that after systematically 
retiring before tine ‘ fools ’ and suffering heavy losses they 
lost confidciico in their General ? 

Having spent more than a year in Japan, I knew of 
the enemy’s energetic preparations for war. Bui our 
people would iKuthcr pay attention to the serious articles 
in the newspapers nor to the warnings of their own keen 
officers who had been through the Chinese campaign. 
The majority, csj)c;cIaUy tliose who had recently come 
from European Russia, preferred to accept Fock’s esti- 
mate, for, thanks to the inferiority of our professional 
niililaiy literature, the army had no idea of what modern 
Japan was like, and in particular of lier military strcngtlu 
This stupidity and ignorance was shameful and sad. 
Whoso fault was it ? 

On tlio whole, the daily life in the town little resembled 
that in a besieged fortress, for there was a false sense of 
scrnrily, cuul people did not seem to realise the position. 
Because, since bombarding ns on February g, the enemy’s 
licet had disappeared and made no sign, people almost 
believed we w^ere not at war, and things went on ns before. 
The population, especially the garrison, believed that 
everything ‘ all right/ and, together with their com- 
manders, carelessly passed the time without worrying about 
the fulnre. 
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‘Why, if theic was a chance of our being rnl off, <)o 
you suppose for a minute thal Stosscl would lei supidies 
be sent out.? Do you really imagine thal the Iiipj,n(’.se 
can wage war on two fronts ? They arc concentniting 
against the main army on the Yala, and Stiissol sn^s 
the more that land in Kwanlun the better. lie will 
take them all prisoners,’ were remarks made. Nearlj alt 
talked similar nonsense, and, what’s more, believed it, 
and beyond mining the shores, carried out by Admiral 
Loschinsky, no precautions were taken to jircvent a 
landing. 

A certain amount of activity was visible within (he 
Fortress. We commenced laying a fortress telegraph, but 
the system was overhead. Both the telephone and 
telegraph systems worked very badly when (hey were 
installed, and their faults were intcnsiiicd when falling 
shells cut the wires. It w-as usually quicker to scud an 
ordotly than to attempt to get a telephone message 
through the exchange. Not only was the system un- 
reliable, it was also unsafe, for the private and military 
lines were all together, so that, owing to the induction, any- 
one could overhear the most secret military message. 
Such a state of affairs in a besieged fortress was a 
monstrosity. One might have thought that at a place- 
like Port Arthur a proper telephone system w'ould have 
been organised in peace-time. But no! A system had 
been worked out by a certain captain of artillery, and the 
money had been allotted; but when the time came this 
officer was sent to the north, and the scheme was not 
carried out. The question of w'hat happened to this 
money would form an excellent subject for an inquiry. 

In addition to his intense activity in waiting profu.so 
orders, .itdssel developed a mania about ‘ signalling.’ 
Ho was convinced that the enemy were being continually 
signalled to fioin the hills, and the strictest orders were 
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issued to watch day and night for the culprits. The hills 
were always being patrolled, and " signaller - catching ’ 
became a kind of amuscmcnl. Even the civilians joined 
in, although anyone who gave the matter a thought knew 
that the Japanese would not require to have messages 
sent them when they already knew every inch of the 
place; but owing to this practice many an innocent human 
being was wafted to a better world. An order on the 
subject—No. 120 , of February ran as follows: 

S\though twenty men were aught yesterday in the 
act of making some kind of signals, about j a.m. this 
morning some one w.rs seen signalling with a lantern 
between rny house and the commissariat de[}6L. 1 1 was 

impossible to catch hing ns he ran off to ihe New Chinese 
Tow’in rickets detailed for this work wall in future lire 
on any men soon signalling, if they run/ 

Though in the majority of cases, of course, the military 
procurator was unable to produce any proof of guilt against 
the Chinamen arrested, after this order they were shot like 
pai triflges. 

Though many \verc lulled into a false securily by the 
absence of any military operations by the enemy since 
their firid attack, yet to every one the complete stale of 
unprepart'dness of the Fortress, as well as the chaos reign- 
ing in every cenmor of it, was patent. In ‘viiio veyiiasj and 
in the restaurants and clubs the strongest opinions w'cre 
expressed about Slcisscl and his actions those who liad 
exceeded. So much of this criticism went on that a 
special order u])on the subject was issued: 

^ It has come to my knowledge that in the garrison 
club officers busy IhoaivSelves over matters ^diicli do not 
concern them, criticii^o the course of ihe military opera- 
tions, and repeal various stupid stories, picked up from 
God kwiws where- An officer's duty is to think how best 
to carry out his orders, and not to judge the actions of his 
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seniors^ Those who cavil do nnich harm, and l>of course, 
will pitnish them to the utmost of niy power/ 

After this tongues ceased to wag, for tl >vaB known that 
the Commandant had wonderful ears. Officers vvvw began 
to suspect each other of espionage and tale-beaiiug. 



CHAPTER ITI 


nEVELOPMKNTS 

At I a.in- on I'Vbi’iiaty 25 soino dcslvoycrs, which were 
('oveiinf; the ritlvan(C ol a blocker"^ lowMrcls the narrows 
into the haibour, atteinplcd to toipedo the lielvisan. The 
battleship sank one clcstj'oycr, wdiile the blocker wais set 
on (irC; and ran on the rocks of Tiger Peninsula. Hcn^ 
she lay bla/ing close to the Rclvhtuu a soiii"co of extreme 
flangtn-, ns sl\c iniglU nl any inoinent blow up. Later on 
the enemy’s Heel appealed on the horizon. The Bayew^ 
Novik, and Ai^kold, lying in the outer Roads, at once 
moved out and engaged it. Ernm the hill I was on, I 
watched that rare picture, a fight at sea; but it did not 
last long. In tace ot a force four limes their own strength, 
our ships wT^re finally forced to seek shelter under the 
guns of the I'ovtre.ss. Just at tlic cud of this fight one 
ol tw'o of our dcjstroyers, returning from night recon- 
naissances was forcert by tlic enemy’s cruisers to beach 
lu'rself. nds n^as oullrely due to the unfortified state of 
Liao 4 i(di-shan. 

On I'Vbrtuuy 28 a remarkable order by StosseJ w'as 
published in the Novy Kry. It was also telegraphed all 
over the whole world, and presumably redounded to the 
credit of its author: 

A blocker h a sliip winch is intentionally sunk so as lO block up 
Uie entrance tu a poU or a channel.— E. D. S. 
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‘The troops know well, and T now make kno\vj-! lo (lie 
civilians, that ihin'c will be no lelirenKinl; in l!\e hist 
place, tile Fortress tnust h{^lU to tlic kisl, and T, rns ils 
Commandant, will never give tlic ordei to retieat; n\ 
the seroud, there is no place to wliirli to lotrcMl. , * .* 

As a matter of fact, Sldsscl, quei Conunandant ol the 
Fortress, never did give an order to itdreat, becviuse th(‘ 
question did not arise; but, as Officer Commanding, llie 
Kwantun District, which district he abandoned within 
two months, he surrendered the Fortress, despite the 
protests of the then Commandant, General Srnirnofr, and 
the whole of the Council of Defence. 

In spite of the extensive range of snlijccls tonrlied upon 
in the literature issued in tin? shape of oiders, it was 
astonishing how little was said about the detencos pioper 
of the Fortress, which wore still in the most incomplete 
state, or of the Kinchou position, where pniciically 
nothing had been done. It was only in an order ol 
March 7 that the works were mentioned for the first time*, 
and then it was tlio Central Wall— already mcntioiual as a 
monumental folly — which called for attention ! The cost 
of this folly in cash was £20,000; its cost in work left 
undone elsewhere cannot be estimated. 

As we were not disturbed by the enemy from rVbruary 25 
to March 10, wc* had time in Port Arthur to altend to 
home affairs. About March 4 Stossel reccivc'd a wire 
from a certain General Bogdanovitch. In this the sender 
congratulated him on his viclorios, and expressed the 
hope that Arthur would give birth to new Nakhimoffe, 
Korniloffs, and Istomins, The telegram was quite 
genuine. It was thought that such a siego would cer- 
tainly produce some heroes. Smirnoff and Kondratenko 
were not then known, and BogdanoviiclPs kind washes 
evidently referred to Stussel and his assistants, whose 
names had been well before the public since the XJoxer 
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campaign. Lieutenant Prince Kcirseladsc of the 25th 
Regiment, who Icncw very well w'^hat was really going 
on, sent a reply wire to Bugdanovitch, to the effect 
that : 

'There are no Nakhimoffs hero; there is nothing but 
miserable incompetence,’ 

Tliis wire was not despatched, Init was handed over to 
Stossel, As a result, a District Order upon the subject 
of official telegrams was issued, and the sender of this 
message was j)laced under arrest and tried by court-martial. 
He was senlenced to some clays’ arrest. For reporting 
well on liiii prisoner, ilie rcpoii being made at the lequesl 
of the comi, Colonel Selinen, who commanded liis regi- 
ment, was deprived of his command by Sliisscl, and 
iinmcd lately left for Russia. 

One morning towards the end of February, I was 
informed by an aide-de-camp that sStOvSsel wanted 
jo see me. He received me very afhibly, but at once 
gave me to understand, not rudely, but in unmistakable 
terms, that he was General Stossel and I was only 
Nojiuc. On my asking to what extent the defences were 
ready, and in particular those stretching for miiles on 
the land side, he said : 

' I must tell you that I am a fighting infantry General, 
and don’t undersiaud anything about the Fortress or its 
surroundings. I am here temporarily. As you know^, 
1 have been appointed to command the 3rd Siberian 
Army Corps, svhich is on its way to the Yalu, and am only 
watiling for the new ComnianJant to arrive. Ho will soon 
put everything in order/ 

* And under whom will Kinchoii be ?’ 

' Under him— under hinn He is a most competent and 
clever officer. The papers say ho has passed through 
almost ten academies. Why, he*ll be a walking encyclo- 

2 — 2 
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predia. My cluLy i-. to light, and not to lun a foitross. 
Loid! what a deuce of a lot of money hfis been spend 
on it ! How can the Japaneses yellcnv-Gkiiinod liHh^ devils 
that they aie, gel into the place?’ Uc then ^^c'nt on 
to ihrealen mo with the awlul things that would happ(ni 
to journalists generally, and to mci in partieular, it wc 
wore not careful, and ended hy saying that in tlu' Fortress 
the Commandant was ^ both God and the Tsar,’ Only 
one thing comforted me as I loft, and that was tliat 
Stosscl was not long destined to be the Comunindant ol 
Port Arthurs 

While wc in the Foi tress exhaust tid oui energies on the 
useless Central Wall, Rear-Admiial Losehinsky, wliu ha<l 
arrived on February ii, (n'ganizcd a mine defence of the 
Liaotim Peninsula, paying paiticular attention to Dalny, 
where tlic enemy might land. He then drew up a s('heme 
for uiiniag the Port Aillmr waters, and every [)lacc which 
seemed suitable for a landing. Unfort nnalely, after tlie 
sad accident to the Yciiisec and Boyarin^ the oiruxu 
commanding the licet was very sceptical about the value 
of submarine mines, more espcciallj^ as he [iclicved that 
three months would see us again in cominand of the sea. 
On March 8 Vice-Admiral Makharoff, who had just b('cn 
appointed to the command of the fleet, arrived, and great 
naval activity was at once noticeable; the doc'kyard 
literally hummed with work. After many attempts, ttu' 
Retvisan was on the same day successfully iloated off 
the shoal at Tiger’s Tail, and taken to wtisiern basin, 
a coincidence which made a great impression. The offu'cr 
to command the balloon park also arrived ; but llnu'c 
were neither balloons nor materials of which to nuike 
them, as when the Maiiohuvla was captured in the 
beginning of the war they fell into the hands of the (uicniy, 
together with a large quantity of ammuniliom We nml 
later on to watch with great interest uur own balloon Jluat 
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lip from behind Wolf’s Hills. U spent much time in 
the air, but not for our iimusemcnt ; for while it, our own 
balloon, was watching, our own shells were shrieking on 
their way towards us. 

In the early hours of Mavdi lo our destroyer division 
went out scouting. A( dawn they were engaged by the 
enemy, and we lost Uic which was sunk. 

At 8.l8 the enemy’s licet uppe/ared off LiaoAich-shan. 
At 8.30 three battleships and two light crnibcrs separated 
from the rest and look up their posit ion about a mile 
from that hill, whose cliffs ran at right angles to our 
shore front. None of our batteries could fire on them, 
and Liao-tieh“shau had on it, as already stated, instead of 
guns, a lighthouse. They were in ‘dead water.’ It was 
impossible for us to use high-angle, fire, couirollcd from 
the highest point (.)f that hill, against these ships, for tlic 
gun-mountings in the seaward batlcnes did not allow of 
enough elevation or of all-round lire, Tclcpliot^c connexions 
to the observation-posts also wove then only in the process 
of construction. This simple maneeuvre of the enemy 
rendered us absolutely helpless. 

At 8.. 15 a.m. an incessant roar rommenced, followed by 
the dclonaiion of launch shells in the Ncav Town. It 
was galling lo see lh(‘SO shells falling and no notion being 
taken on our part. The Fortress Staff every moment were 
receiving information of the damage l)eing done to the 
Now Town, hut could do nothing lo drive off tlie enemy’s 
ships, which lay in three lines under shelter. The 
first line fired systematically and deliberuiely, evidently 
trying to hit our ships and the harbour, for bcveral of the 
shells struck the port workshops, and fell into the western 
and eastern basins. At the firing suddenlj' ceased, ajid 
our observation post report cd that the first line was steam- 
ing off, their stations bcung taken by the battleships in the? 
second line. At ix.25 they started again. This time all 
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the shelh) fell in the inncir harbour : if^omc' oven struck the 
ship.^, but did not stop the work. About x p,m<. the i'nouiy 
steamed off in a soutlneasterly direction and disappernod. 
From 9.30 a. m. to i [).ni. llu\| a panose liad fired 20S ^e-iiu'h 
shells, and none f)f us A\ill ever our humiliatiou that 

we should ha\e hecu shelled by a deed whitdi could come 
ri^ht up in our shores, Init which wo could not l<uu'lu 

From March lo all work on Uie annaUK'nl of itu' {dare 
came to a standstill save for guns being dragged n{) and 
mounted on Liaodieh-sliain In the heel and thi' poll 
alone was work hurriedly pushed on, for the a-rtilicers from 
the ikillic yards begun lo arrive from S(. lldcasburg. 
These, under the immediate supervision and direiihut of 
that energetic and clever engineer Kuteynikoff, set to work 
to repair the shi[)s, and things hustled. 

While work was thus being feverishly carried on in the 
port, the military garrison, bored ))y the waul of oeraipatiou, 
got out of hunch and soldiers look io highway robbery* 
This became so common that private. pcu'Suus fean‘d to go 
out alone. 





CHAPTER IV 

SMIKNOI'F ARRIVES 

A r Iasi ! 

It was oil the footboard of a raihvay-carriagc'^ iighlcd up 
by ilie glimmer of a railway-siation first saw 

Smirnoffj for he arrived in Pori Arthur at midnight on 
]\Iarch 17, Though (juite grey-headed, as ho stepped out on 
lu the platform iu tlui uniform of an officer of the General 
Staff, he seemed the cinbndiment of energy. Casting on all 
around a keen glaticcj vdiicli ex:pressod determination and 
capability, lie gave utterance to a few polite sentences”-" 
for all the senior commanders were there to meet him— and 
drove off at once to his qua tiers with Lieutcnani-Colonel 
Khvostoff, his Chief of the Staff. It Is difficult for anyone 
who was not actually prcscait to appreciate the pleasing 
impression he gave. No sooner had ho arrived than he 
began to get a grip of affairs in Port Arthiu^ and accom- 
panied liy his trusted and indefatigable assistant, General 
Kondratenko, sci to work to fortify and arm the FortresSr 
These two men spent days together going over the land- 
word dcffencoH. 

On March 17 Stdsscl issued a farewell order preparatory 
io Hoparting to command tlic 3rd Siberian Army Corps. 
In it he said that ' Arthur is now an impregnable strong- 
hold.’ The Novy Kry objected to publish this order, 
as It was obviously inaccurate. It was all very well to 
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tell those not in the know that Arllnir was ‘ im])regnablc/ 
but wliy sny so to us, who had gone through throe 
boinbardmcntb, and especially that of Maich lO? Rcpoit 
it to St, Petersburg — yes: St. Petutsbarg was many 
miles away ; but why stultify himself before the whole 
garrison ? 

I-Javing inspected the line of forts, batteries, and caith'- 
works on the laiidwaul, and part of tliosc on the sc^iward 
side, General Smirnoff was horrified at what he found. 
The heavy semi-pcrmaricnt works which it was pioposed 
to construct in order to complete the girdle of fortifications 
as laid down by Imperial order, were either not begun or 
in a very emlnyonic condition; and it was the same with 
the laying of the armoured concrete for casemated buildings 
— work which required time. Scarcely anything was being 
done to the intermediate field-works. There, wheic menac- 
ing works sprang up afterwards within five monthb, wcic 
now naked rocks. Military roads had alone been inadce^ 
many of them by the Chinese. The silos for Little and 
Big Eagle’s Nests, Zaredoubt, Zalitcrny, Tumulus, 
Cemetery Batteries, Obelisk Hill, and Fort No. 6, were 
then rock ns bare as my hand; they had not been even 
traced out on the ground. The strengthening of Fort No. 5 
had not been commenced. On the greater number of old 
fortifications to be strengthened, but which were not yet 
completed, guns had not even been mounted, ov had bet^n 
so badly mounted that the v\ork would have lo be done 
over again. Of a third line of defence no one liad even 
thought. It was the same with 203 Metre Hill, Divisional 
Hill, Long Hill, Flat Hill, Angle Hill, Tad<u-shan mul 
Sia-gu-shan Hills, etc- In a word, a picture of absolute 
unpreparedness was unfolded l)cfore the now Commandant. 
This wasTilarmingly increabod by the fact that the different 
advanced works were very badly sited, and l)rully dcsigricd 
for their sites at that. Ho decided to depart considouibly 
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from the proposed plan of the polygon of defences, and 
found it necessary to move several of the works forward, 
and to strengthen the above-mentioned hills, well knowing 
that once the Japanese got possession of Kinchou and a 
strict blockade couimenced on land, the Fortress could not 
long hold out in the stale in which he found it. With his 
arrival all the best jncii, headed l)y the laic General Kon- 
drattaiko, joined hands, and the work proceeded apace. 
Though the gangs of Chinanicn employed on ihe carth- 
w^orks day and night were large, they were not large 
enough, and a dearth of labour was at once felt. The 
C'hinesc would not agree to work for the fairly high waigc 
offered to lliem, and began gradually to slink aw'ay to 
Chifu. Thc^ Jnpaneso spi'cad proclamations among them, 
of which the following — a typical one — was published : 

‘ Port Arthm* will soon be cut off, and LIkmi captured. 
No Chinaman w^ho has in any ^vay assisted the Russians 
to defend the place wall be given qiiailcr.’ 

All the labour of fortifying and arming the Fortress fell 
upon (he ylh East Sibeiian Rifle Division, under General 
Kondraienko, and upon the reserve battalions. Tlie work 
done by these simple, rough Russians was the work of 
Titans, and only those who watched them delving, shoving, 
and hauling on the slopes of those rocky hills for months 
can appreeJnte what the labour was. 

General Sldsscl, hanging *twh\t heaven and earth, daily 
expecting orders to leave for the corps he commanded, 
now ‘sal very tight/ All la wliom Arthur apd the 
honour and glory of Russia were dear wmre delighted, for 
they wore convinced lhat in the hands of Smirnoff and 
Kondratenko the place w^ould be transformed into a 
voriiablo inaccessible stronghold, if not too late. The 
C'ommandani held long and coustant consultaiions with 
the officer in command of the fleet, at which combined 
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operations were worked out, in case the enemy should 
land. Liao-tich-shan was rapidly and energetically fortiOed. 
Caiiciguns were got into position, new lelephonodi ties wet e 
constniclcd, and the finishing touches were put to the mine 
defences. Arrangements were also made for higlwangh' 
fire over this hill, in case tlu^ Japanese fleet should 
attempt to repeat their tactics of March To, and the giuii 
ill the coast batteries were niountcd so ns to allows of all- 
round traverse, and greater angle of elevation, and others 
\wcre borrowed from the navy. The gunboats Olva jny <md 
Gilictk Avere stationed in the narrows as look-ouls, and tin; 
cruisers issued at night by turns into the outer roads for 
the same purpose. Work went right merrily, confidence 
increased, and every one grew calmer. 



CJIAITLR V 

STOSSKL STAYS 

Eauly on the morning of Mai eh the enemy’s fleet, in 
three divisions, consisting of six battleships, six armoured 
cruisers, and six second and third class cruisers, slowly 
approached tis irom diffenait directions. Al 7 anm. our 
crui.icr squadion, led by the iWwld, flying the flag of the 
olTicer in command, slipped out into the outer Roads. In 
leat of Iluvm stcrunc'd the batLl<3shii)s. The enemy moved 
towards Liao « iieh - shan, and al 9.3^*^ opened fire with 
their i^dnchers, which at measured intervals thundered 
forth one after another. First a bright yellow spurt of 
flame tinged with red, a little cloud of smoke, then the 
boom of a gun, followed by the horrid groan of the 
shell hurtling through the air, and the final crnck of the 
bunsl. 

From the top of Quail Flill the whole scene vas clearly 
visible— the F'ertresb, the sea, and the ships- That day the 
Japs again fired 208 shells, the majority of which fell in 
the narrow's, in the western basin, on Liao-tich-shan, or in 
its vicinity; but their shooting was bad* Wo replied by 
indirect fire, and also cnlllade fire from our ships, lying 
in the outer Roads. By ii o’clock we got in several 
hits, and the enemy moved off, and, in spite of their 
superiority in numbers, did not attempt to prolong the 
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battle. A good instance of the disregard shown by 
the army to these naval bombardments occurrod that 
day. When the gun-fire ceased ihc rattle of musket ry 
was heard from the direction of Pigeon Bay, and on the 
Commandant telephoning to asccrlaia what it was, it 
turned out that a company commander was merely putting 
his men through musketry. 

The rest of that day we heard tlie names of Smirnoff 
and Makharoff on all sides, but never a word of 
Slosscl. 

As soon as General Smirnoff had inspected the position 
at Kinchou, he saw of what emormous strategical imparl- 
ance it was, and be gave orders for it to be fortified vith 
the utmost reipicliiy, and in his order No. 228, of March 23, 
he authorised the Fortress Commanding Engineer to draw 
£1,000 for this pur[>ose from the Defence Fund. As I 
have said heiorc, the position was under ihc actual com- 
rnandof General Fock, commanding the^thRiilc Division. 
What Fock accomplished between the beginning of hostili*" 
ties up to May 26 the reader \\i\l see in the following 
pages. 

After midnight on March 25 the sky cleared, and tlui 
moon lit up the sleeping town and harbour. In the inner 
roads the shapes of our ships and the closely-crowded 
destroyers looked black against the transparent blue of I In.' 
quiet night. There was no sound in the Roads. The 
darkness increased, and seemed to bo cut into l>y Ihe 
rays of the searchlights. Suddenly a single shot rang 
out from the narrows, then another, then a cannonade 
commenced from the seaward batteries. The blockers 
at it again? It was, and despite the hail of shot, they 
continued at full speed straight for ihe l)oom. Three 
of ihexn got right up close to the entraace, and tJien, 
suddenly turning to starboard, dashed at hdl speed on 
to the rocks under Golden Hill. The fourth first turned 
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Lo port, Lhcn sank just out of the fairway, riddled with 
sheik 

Every day alter ridiii^j round the positions Smiinoff 
consLilled with Gericrnls Kondratenko and ]h'cly, | and 
ColoHols Gri|^n)rrnko I and Khvostofkjj In conjunction with 
them, he settled the most imp()rtani questions rc future 
work. llis lalionrs cannot bo jndgc'd from his written 
ciders, ior he had no time to wiite — (juesLions were 
decided on the spot. He gave his verbal orders there 
and then, and they were at once carried out, 

h'roin day to day wc c'xpccted to hear of Slbsscl’s de- 
parture!, but instead, officers of the 3rd Corps began 
coming in to him. It was rumounul that he would 
operate with his corps in tluj ptaiinsnla, and might never 
go to the Yalu. We were afraid to think that he might 
remain, and all who valued Arthur as the mainstay of 
Russia in the Far East hoped that such a trial might bo 
spared us, Bn\ the l)iow fell, and dire was the shock when 
VC read his Orders of March 27 ; 

E , . I have received the following telegram from the 
Victiroy : 

' It is the Imperial wish that you should assume tem- 
porary command of the land defences in the Kwantun 
district, the Comniandanl of the Fortress being under your 
orders* You \vill excreise tlic full powers of an officer in 
command of an independent corps, directly under the 
Officer (Commanding the Mancliurian Arm}^ The Corn- 
maudanl oi iho Fortress will hav(; the powers of an oflicei 
communding a corps which is not independent. . . 

' General Roznatovskj^, Chief of the Staff of the 3rd 
Siberian Army ('orps, is also api)ointed to be Chief 

O.C. the Fonre^s Division* 
t O.C, Fortress Ailillery 
O.C. Fortress Engineers, 

§ Chief of the Fortress Staff* 
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Staff Officer of ihc District, and Ihc^ <A-)nimanclaui of the 
Fortress and the Oificcr Commanding the 4th RiJle tlrjgadc 
will send all 01 dors and information, etc,, into the ollice of 
3rd Siberian Army Corps. 

‘ BTOSSJi.L, Lieulcnant-Gcnerald 

This was the u'orst piece of news we hoard during lln^ 
whole siege. 

The 2glh of March was the sixth anniversary of our 
occupation of Pori Arthur. For six years we had 
spending millions on the fortifications, on building Dalny, 
and in constructing a railway from distant Russia. What 
was ihc result when war comincnrcd? Does Russia 
rcalij^c the gigantic work done Smirnoff and the 
garrison under him ? No, not yet. 

When it was reported to General Smirnoff that 
quantities of articles of tho first importance were being 
exported from the Fortress, he at once issued an order 
forbidding it. He received several complaints, but 
adhered to his decision. The clissalislied ones then went 
to the Officer Commanding the District to connilnin about 
the Commandant. Among them was a school friend of 
mine, Captain Radetsky, who was acting as a com- 
missariat officer, and had come from tho main army 
to buy what he could. He look away several waggou- 
loads- 

In spite of the very strict orders about not exporting, 
StosscI wrote to Smirnoff that he^ considered exportation 
should be permitted, and he sanctioned the request made to 
hina to take out supplies, and asked Smirnoff to rescind 
his orders. Smirnoff at once instructed the Chief of tho 
Gendarmes to see that his orders were carried out to the 
letter, adding that any neglect would entail a court- 
martial. To the Officer Commanding tlic Districl ho 
politely explained that he could not permit anything to 
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be taken out of the Fortress wliich was entrusted to him, 
and \Aduch might any day be strictly blockaded. Tlie 
confusion caused bytliis interference can be imagined. 

Da)^ followed da}^ and Raster canui and went, but work 
during the holiday slopped for one day only. 



CHAPTER VI 

Tliv: WORK OF JAFAHFSE MiNE-LAYFiRS 

At 7 o’clock on the evening of April our dcBlroytir 
division of oighL ships went oul, in boauiiful wc^athoi, 
to do a long reconnaissance. 15y lo the wcatlwa- bad 
rapidly changed for the worse, and th(i sky was overcast, 
A thick sea mist covered the water and it was hailing. 
In such a night there was nothing to picvent the Japs 
getting within half a cable of the place witlioul being 
discovered. NolwithsLanding the little practici' oui men 
had had at sea in pcacc-Liinc, tliey were nol at all put out 
by the weather. Those wdio assert that Russians do 
not make good sailors, lie : all they want is good 
leaders. By midnight our destroj^ers drew near a group 
of islands, and hero the fog and murk of the pouring taJn 
were so thick that il was impossible fur the vessels to 
distinguish one anothei. Around were solid daikness and 
deathly silence, brokcui only by the beat of the engines* 
Owing to the fog, the proximity of the islands, and the 
rocky nature of the coast, the division kept at low speed, 
being only able to gel its bearings by the cri('s of the 
gulls roosting on the shore hard by. About midniglit 
among the ivslands the Stvenhny lost touch with the rest. 
At 2 o'clock she made out some lights, and thinking 
them to belong to her division, steamed slowly towards 
them, only to be met as dawn broke by a sudden broad- 
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side. Tnsi(‘ad of Ixdng wilh out' ships, she was in tlio middle 
of six Japanese dcsiroyors and two Iwodunnellcd etuisers. 

Retnrning llie lire, tlic roinmander ordeiecl M'lill slcam 
ahead’ rind made foi Tori Arthur; but it was too late. 
The enemy had everything in their favour — numbers, 
strength, and spewed. The Siriisliny was ovorhaulod and 
riddled. IhU though Captain Urasovsky, who was com- 
manding, and all the crews of the bow guns were killed 
almost at once, and she was soon full of dead and dying 
men, the engint's still worked. vShc had not been deprived 
ol her lih‘, her mobilily—and she moved. Life wUwS dear 
to every man rd>oard her, and they fought like devils. 
Liculenanl Makicff, upon wliom the command had now 
devolved, v\'as everywhere — now forward, now aft — giving 
orders and onconragciucut. In him the desire to live 
beat vsirong, and a faint hope of assistance or of osenpe 
made him disregard the slaughter all around him, tlie 
enemy’s increasing fire — all else but the main chance. 
Suh- Lieutenant Akiufieff foil wounded iji the side; the 
crew were falling fast. Tlic swisli, crack, and whistle of 
shells was mingled with the groans, prayers, and shrit^ks 
of the wounded. 

Choo^uv\g a favouveiblc moment, Malaeif hrod a torpedo 
from the stern tube at the nearest cruiser, and bit. She 
heeled over and slopped, and the other cruiser and two of 
the destroyers went to her aid. Things now looked better, 
as holy four destroyers were left against the Sfrashny. 
Lncouraged by what Malaeff had done, torpedo -man 
Cherepanoff dashed to the other torpedodiiba; but be 
bad not got hold of the firing-lever wdieu a shell slruck 
the torpedo and exploded it, with awful results. Engineer- 
mechanic Dmitrieff was blown in half;* and every man 
near was killed. The engines stopped. The Japs also 
stopped, and continued firing at a range of 8o yards. 
Akiniicff, who up till now had been still able to give 
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oidcrS;, wns stnirk by nnolher shell. The last /jy-milli- 
mcUc gun was disabled ; th(i vessel was penetiMted below 
water-line, and must sink. Convinced that (liere was no 
chance, Malacff raised the head of his dead comrade' 
Dmitrieff, kissed him, then returned to the crow. * Ih'Lit'r 
die than surrender/ he said, and, Roing to the ([tiickdirer, 
which had been taken of! a blocker, he hred point-blank 
at the enemy. 

l‘hc lire of this little gun brought down the bridge of 
one of the destroyers and the funnel of anoihei. The 
Japanese, infuriated at such dogged resistance, jn(a'cil(‘ssly 
shelled the Stmsimy. Malacfl fell, wounded in the temple. 
The little vessel, her deck awash with blood and loaded 
with dead and dying men, began to settle. Suddenly the 
enemy ceased fire and were seen lo ht' slu'caing oil : 
the Siiiicly had put out ftoin Liao-tich-shuu lo the ves(aH', 
But it was too late', for the SiiasJiny sunk, leaving Ix'hind 
but a trail of crimson bubbles and some wounded sUug- 
gling in the water. Of four (Tfiea'is and foity-oighi irum 
only five were saved, picked up under a heavy (In' by ilui 
BayaUj which had come out. 

The danger for tlie Bayan while rescuing the wonnde<l 
increased every moment, for the lire of six big ships ami a 
desti'oycr division, which had come up, was now (Xin- 
cenlrated upon her. i^ut our ileot dashed upon the 
scene, the Pdropalomh leading, and the reuKundev in 
single column after her. Getting into liattlc formation, 
and being joined by the Bayan^ the licet steamed towards 
the enemy, nnd, opening fire, drove them off* Jn the 
distance, more than hulbdown, could be seen the ononiy's 
main fleet, consisting of ciglitecn ships; both of ids 
divisions were moving towards Liao-liclt-shan to concou'* 
traie. Our licet had turned and begun to cliangc fruul 
under the protection of the guns of the Fortress, when 
suddenly a great column of water shot up Ijy the stem oi 
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the Pclmpalov'^k^ and there boomed forth the dull sound 
of a submarine explosion, followed immediately by a 
second and louder report. The whole of the centre of 
the huge l)attl('slHp was cmveloped in a sheet of llamc 
and a cloud of yellow-brown smokcp Her stern rose 
higli out of water and her screws glistened in the sun 
as they whixxcd round, racing. In a minute and a half 
the Pcivopalov^k had ceased to exist ; where she had been 
was cold, dirty water, flecked with foam. 

The t‘xpIosion was witnessed by many, and was signalled 
to the harbour from Gold(‘n Flill, so the town received 
the awful nows almost at once; but no one knew 
any further details, nor wished to believe that Makharoff 
had porished with his ship, and I shall never forget the 
conslcrnalion in the harbour as reports were anxiously 
awaito.d. Al last the Captain of an incoming destroyer 
shouted thrf)ugh lus megaphone: ^Thc PclH^l^alovsk has 
gone down, and with her tlie Admiral; they are searching 
for his bodyd 

And wliut was llic cause of thivS catastrophe? On the 
preceding night tlio Admiral had been on the Dianch 
which was doing duly in the outer Roads. Some small 
shi])s were sighted from the cruiser behind Flat Cape. 
Makharoff thought they were our destroyers, and despite 
convincing proofs llint they were not, he would not open 
lire. They were Japanese laying mines, one of which 
destroyed the Petropalov^k and injured the Pohieda, 

And so perished the gallant Admiral whose command 
of the fleet had in an incredibly short time done wonders, 
and who, had he been spared, might have changed the 
whole course of afler-cvonts. 



CHArTEK VII 

NKWS PKOM Tllli NOra'II 

The Viceroy arrived in Arthur and assumod command 
of the ilect on April Xi\. Evidently anxious to ascertain 
what impression had been made by the death of Admiral 
Makliaroff and the destruction of the reiyopalovsk, tlu- 
Japanese showed up again at y a.m. on the iglb, llu; 
approach of the Ilect creating qiiitc a lliitter amongst tlie 
inhabitants. We all got nervous, and prepared for a fouUh 
bombardment. Steaming towards IJao-tich-shau, the licet 
opened lire on the seaward defences, coru'cnfrating on 
the batteries on Tiger’s Tail and the narrows. Our 
batteries and ships, which were lying in the inner I'ioadi;, 
replied energetically, and very luckily, with indirc'cf tire. 
The bombardment conlimicd at intervals till limeh-timc, 
and was, from the Japanese point of view, fruitless. After 
this the Viceroy gave orders for the sea near Liao-tich-shan 
to be at once mined. Admiral Loschinsky bad, '-.ume 
time before, reported to the late Admiral Mtrkharolf the 
necessity of mining Arthur and I’eisiwo where a landing 
was possible, but the latter was exceedingly sceptical as 
to the value of mines, for the .same reasons as his pre- 
decessor had been. It had only been after the hombard- 
rncnl of March lo and 24 that Loschinsky was ordered lo 
mine the southern shore of Liao-tich-shan, 

^ Alexcifjff, 
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We now got some news from the north, and heard that 
a disaster had occurred on the Yaln, We became con- 
vinced that Aithur would be cut oil and that the enemy 
were pioparing to trans[K)rt troops for a landing. There 
were continual luuiours also that they would make emoLher 
desperate attempt to block the entrance to the harbour. 
Though great progress was made on the arming and 
foitifying of the Imriress itself, on the position at Kinchoti, 
owing to the insufficiency of men, of building materials, 
and to the incomprehensible apathy of tlic Officers Com- 
manding the District, little was done, Stossel sat in Port 
Arthur, writing ox'’ders and interfering with Smirnoff, and 
left the Kinchou position entirely to other hands. 

The state of affairs there was incredible. Colonel 
Tretiakofl, commanding the 5th East Siberian Rifle 
Kegimetit, was appointed to command the position, but 
was given no power. Whenever he asked for guns and 
ammunition for the weakly armed position, for engineers, 
labour, and building materials to repair the unserviceable 
batteries, or [loinlcd out the ncccssily for constructing 
bomb-proofs, and urged that new positions on the hills 
might be foitifled, the General would lly into a passion and 
shout: '^Traitors! all traiitors! Who says that Kinchou 
is badly fortified ? The Japanese will never take it. I 
will destroy their whole army if they only dare to land. 
We all know they arc fools, but they will never send a large 
force here, and so weaken their main army.^ Being con- 
vinced of the futility of dealing with the General, Tretiakoff, 
himself a 'sapper,* together with another engineer officer, 
SchwartiJ, set to work with his regiment to try and 
get the place into order. Although he continued, at 
every convenient opportunity, to point out the iinsatis, 
Victory state of the position against which the first blow 
of the besieging army must fall, not only was ho not 
given more labour, materials, or engineers, but those 
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that he did have wore taken away from him. This sounds 
impossible, but is literally true. 

Amongst the largo numboi of men now employed on 
the works there was naturally a proportion of undosiial)les, 
and the Commandant being anxious lest the results of the 
work and the plans of the newly-created fortifi('ations 
should be coinmuuicated to the Japanese, ordered a 
service of police gendarmes to he orgauisced, under which 
Vv^ere to be all the railway, town and gendarme police. 
Captain Prince Mickeladse}^ was in charge. Strict watch 
was now kept over the Chinese, and the Japanese 
knew nothing of what was going on in the t'kirtn^ss. 
On June lo, however, Prince Mickeladsey, with all liis 
gendarmes, was sent by Stcisscl to the other side of Liao- 
tich-shan, without the right of entering Arihur, and the 
p'ortress being left without a gendarmerie, offered grand 
scope for spies- I3ul more of this later. 

After the sinking of the Pciyopalov^k the Japanese came 
almost every night into the outer Roads and laid mines, 
Rnrcly a night passed without something happening; 
cither destroyers or rniuo-layers always appeared, and 
the searchlights used to pick up these gallant craft, which 
were then shelled by tl\c whole front- Later the enemy 
became more cunning, sending junks in front of tl\e 
destroyers to draw fire, thus enabling the dcslroycrs 
to lay mines with impunity* The navy had hard work 
from now, fishing for mines, and sliips were lold off daily 
for what could not but be a most dangerous duty- The 
continual night duty also was most harassing, and the 
gunners — officers and men — were becoming exhausted- 
While the isolation of Arthur came closer and closer, little 
was being done by the Officer Commanding the District 
as regards providing the Fortress with the necessary reserve 
of war materials, supplies, and hospital appliances, and 
poor progress was being made in requisitioning slaughter 
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catLlc and horses, for Sldsscl paid no sort of attention to 
these points. This was pcrluips, after all, lop,ical, as he 
would not admit of the possibility of the isolation of 
the town. He inforniecl the Comniander-in-Chicf that 
lie wanted nothing — neither troops nor ammunition. 
Although 50,000 held troops at least were essential 
for a successful defence of the Fortress, and we had less 
than this number, men were actually sent from us to the 
north. As an instance of what happened, lake this order, 
No, je(S, of Ma}/ 4 : 

' I'he following details, whose dcpartuie for Liao-yang 
has been reported, arc struck off the strength of the 
garrison from this date: One officer and 134 Jnen from 
the 3rd Reserve Battalion and 250 men of the 7th Reserve 
Batlaliond 

In this case, curiously enough, the men never actually 
went. After the Battle of the Yalu, in which the 
3rd Division suffered heavily, reserves were ordered to be 
sent from the Fortress to replace oasuaUics. The Com- 
mandant obeyed the order, and despatched the required 
number of men within twenty-four hours. They were 
wanted for active st^rvicc, and at once, and were sent off 
in ^serviceable’ — not in Hirst- year’ — tunics. After their 
departure a telegram was received : 

^ Why have the reserve men not been supplied with 
lirst-yeav tunics ? They have been sent back.’ 

And back came more than 300 men a distance of :300 
miles! Why? For better coats! The Commandant 
sent for the b'ortress Intcndant, who explained that, 
according to the local military regulations, reserve men 
were not supplied with lirsTycar tunics, and that none 
wore in store for them. Tunics were, therefore, issued 
from the Fortress Artillery sloresj refitted, and the men 
again sent off to the front, and this actually on the day 
before the communications were cut, when the Corn- 
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inaud.iut liad implored that every availahle waggon migiil 
be used to bring into the Foriress ammiiniliou, guns, 
hospital appliances, medicines, etc. i>uL tiiongli the inoa 
■u-'orc actually in the train, they never rfaiclu'd tiuur d(^slina- 
tion, for by tlien the liiu' had been cut. 'It’s an ill wind 
that blows nobody any good/ and wo ])n)ljtcd to llu' 
extent of a few hundred more defenders. 

The supply problem also became tnore acute. As tlu' 
reserve of live slock was so small, for reasons already 
given, preserved rations were issued; but not only was llic 
reserve of the latter not kept up as issued, but Ions of 
preserved stuff were still allowed to 1)0 cx[)ortc<l by tlic 
merchants, who held large stocks. As regards the ('ol- 
Icctioii of live stock, the position was more hup(‘less than 
ever. The Civil Commissary pointed exit that requisi- 
tioning for cattle should commence on the furlhost point 
from Port Arthur— in the country bordering on Manchuria, 
and work inwards— so as to make it impossible for the 
Chinese to drive away their cattle in that dire(di(m. I'lie 
Officer Commanding the District, however, decidi'd that 
the requisitions were to be served first in the sections 
nearest Arthur, As might have been expected, the Chinese, 
who are no fools, at once began to drive their catlle north- 
wards. The district officers, under-staffed as they wcie, 
could only slop this to a very small extent, for, besides 
driving them, the Chinese resorted to loading cciUle on 
junks and taking them to Chifu. 

And so May arrived. 
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MOKE 1U.0(UC3'.US 

The lind ol May was a tryin/; day^ for tbrac was a rumour 
about Lliat wo were again to bo attacked. The d*iy wore 
oil until the suu rJowIy sank in the weal oji its way to hide 
behind Quail Hill, and its slanting rays gave a farewell 
glint of light upon the sea, the hills, and the town. Soon 
all was veiled by the cloak of night ; everything behind the 
huge hills seemed to sleep. Rut the Fortress was not sleep- 
ing^ ; it was only pretending, for now ajid then search- 
lights Hashed from Ihc dark mass, lilm the eyes of a 
monstiu’, and their rays wheeled da7,&;lingly across the sea. 
Yet Ihc monster had not eyes enough ; there were only 
five all told. It was midnight, and the gentle moon above 
the hills lit up the whole scene, Suddenly, as if by word 
of command, the shore batteries opened tire, A minute 
passed— a second, a third, and everything was once more 
rpiiol ; but though silence again reigned, the town was 
awake, and life wa,s visible in the streets. The vibx'ating 
rattle of a machine-gun could be heard in the channel as it 
fired at an escaping rowing-boat, for one blocker had been 
sunk. A cutter put out from the Scmslopol ; in it was the 
Viceroy, AIcxcielT, going to the gunboat OliHijny^ which 
flew the Hag of Rear-Admiral Loschinsky, and which was 
lying right in ihc narrows by Tiger’s Tail ; further forward 
near the boom itsedf lay the Cxiliak. Again the awful 
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wliirKvincl of moLal Ihunclcrod, whistled, and I'oaicd, 
seemingly destroying evciything tluii came in its way; 
the coaditioii of the narrows bcggais all description; the 
water lilorally boiled with falling shells. On the foiebiidgc 
of the Otvajuy^ in Iho very centre of the nanovvs, stood 
the Viceroy, personally directing the defences, inspiiing 
every one by his caliTinoss under the hail of small shell 
from the quick-liring guns of the blockers and dostroycts. 
Loschinsky, in the conning-tower of ihc Gihak, was 
methodically directing the repulse of one of the most 
gallant attacks ever attempted in this vvoild, made by 
unarmoured steamers against the whole front of a power- 
ful naval fortress. The cannonade increased till individual 
shots could not be distinguished, but wcic blended in 
the thundering echoes. 

Two rockets shot up from the Giliah, and there was 
silence for twenty minulcs, alter which lire recommenced 
and continued almost without ceasing for two hours. 
Three i^ockets shot up from Golden niil, lighting up the 
narrows and the Roads close by. The batteries again 
ceased fire. In the blinding glare of the bursting rockets 
a dreadful picture was revealed : against the dark back- 
ground of the watci‘s, almost in the narrows, lay the 
sunken vessels, masts and funnels clustered with men* 
It was only a lull before a fresh storm — a boding silence 
— for in the distance more blockers were seen to be ieax- 
ing in. The whole Fortress slumbered for a moment, then 
woke up and turned all its force to beyond the narrows, 
towards which the doomed vessels, brilliantly lit up in the 
rays of the searchlights, were dashing at full speoih 
The enemy’s ficet stood afar off on the dark horizon, as if 
frightened. 

But the attempt was all in vain; the narrows were 
quite clear. Out of twelve blockers, ten had ceased to 
exist— had been absolutely dcslroyod~and with themi two 
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destroyers, and many a Japanese hero had been hurled 
into his cold grave. With inorning the fi^^ht ended. 

This incredible attempt to ])lock the entrance to the 
harbour in the face of the whole front of the Fortress — in- 
credible by reason of its magnificent daring~had failed, 
thanks to the vigilance of the guard-ships and the skilfully 
organi^icd mine defences, I venture to assert that the 
whole honour of repulsing the blockers, and, in conse- 
quence, of i)rosciviiig all our ships from dishonourable 
inactivity when the enemy were preparing to land, is due 
almost entirely to the ships of the mining defence and to 
Rear-Admiral Loschinsky. Of nine of the blockers, two 
were blown up by engineer mines, two by mines hud 
by steam pinnaces, one by a Whitehead torpedo fired from 
one of the blockons which had been sunk on March ^37 ; 
three never reached the narrows, but anchored outside and 
blew up, all on board being killed, and one ran aground at 
Electric Cliff. 

After dinner on the evening of the 4th I was sitting in 
the ward^room of the Otvajny, whore several of the officers 
wore relating their experiences of the previoua night, 
Conversation had gradually turned to the doings of the 
army in the north and the connexion between the desperate 
attempts to block the entrance and the probable landing 
of troops in the north, when about eight o’clock an orderly 
came in and told Captain Pekarsky that they had called 
him up on the telephone from Golden Hill. After a few 
minutes he returned. 

‘ Gentlemen, Pve jnsi got a message to say that the 
enemy have begun landing at Petsiwo. The Viceroy, in 
accordance with Imperial orders, leaves for Mukden to- 
morrow/ 

For a minute we sat silent, for, although it could hardly 
be called unexpected, the news was depressing. 

We were cut off ! 



CHAPTER IX 

WilA1' WE I)a'> WHILE THE ENEMY WERE AUVANCLNG 

On the 5th the Viceroy left for Mukdenj having hfui<l(Al 
over the command of the licet to Roar-Aclaiiral Wilt’eft. 
A vvorsG choice could uol have been made. That Witgcfl 
expiated In's shortcomings ns a licet cominandei by his 
gallant death in the execution of his duty does not alter 
the fact that it was wrong to appoint a vShoro admiral to 
the command of a ileel before which lay such a Ire- 
meudons task. The main duty of the licet in Port Arilmr 
was to co-operate with the army ajid to prevent a landing 
oil the peninsula. Tliis was entirely appreciated by 
Smirnoff and Makharoff, who worked together and 
settled many questions in legard to future combined 
operations. Fate, however, decided aguinst their execu- 
tion, for Smirnoff became subordinate to vStossol, and 
Makharoff was struck off the roll of the living. 

The enemy, who had landed at Petsiwo without <>p- 
position, attacked on the 6th our weak ndvanced posts of 
Frontier Guards and compelled them to retire, after cut- 
ting the railway near the station of Pulientcn, Telegram 
after telegram came in urging energetic measures. liven 
the station-master at Kinchou made a ropori as to the 
landing, but was reprimanded, and ordered not to lulk 
nonsense, for Stusscl saw no urgency. The only opposition 
to the enemy’s disembarkation was made by about lifly 
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srduLs of the Froiilicr Guard, under llic command of 
Ueulciuinl Sirotko, who, after making an obstinate re- 
sislaticc, were obliged io withdraw before the enemy’s 
advanced troops, which were nearly twenty times as 
strong. Although everything was ready at the station of 
Nniigalin for the despatch of a train full of reserves, it 
was not sent, and the Frontier Guards were not rein- 
forced. 

On May 8 the last train, loaded with ammunition, came 
in fiom the north. She brought the news that north of 
rulieiiten the telegraph had been dcsiroyod and the 
railway damaged hy the I'Yonlier Guards ictiring to 
‘Wafaiigtieu, Wliat some had known must happen, but of 
which others had doubted the possibility, did happen — 
Fort Aithur was actually cut off, and henceforth upon its 
garrison lay the sf^rious task of attracting and retaining 
a whole army, and so decreasing the enemy’s conccn- 
trntiofi against our forces in the north. 

Tho evacuation of Dalny is a good example of the ill- 
iufonned and ovcr-ccutralij^ed control of our Genctal 
Ofiicer Commanding the Disltict. The pcaccfnl inhabi- 
tants of this town were lirst disiurbcxl on the 3rd and 5th 
of May by the news of the enemy’s lauding at Fetsiwo, 
They began to flee, but only a lew got awny. On the 61 h 
the railway was cut, and steps wore taken to repair it ; 
but Stdssel’s order, No, 168, of May 8 — 

‘ The inhabitants of Dalny and Talicnwan are to remain 
quietly in ihcdr houses, as they arc not in the least in 
danger from the enemy 

somehow did not produce the expected feeling of security. 
Afterwards, on the nth, when the rail had been again 
cut, a train full of civilians was, by Slosscl’s pcnTiis.sion, 
sent off. It was met hy the enemy, fired on, and sent 
back to Dalny* 

Now that we were isolated, the blockade by sea became 
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stricter, while to the north the disembarkation of tlic 
besieging army was permitted to take place without op- 
position. The second phase of the military operations in 
the Kwantim Pcninsnln had commenced, for wo were now 
absolutely dependent on onr own resources. 'rhi.s is my 
excuse for again referring to the vital question of sujrply. 
What had been done on the whole ? From February 8 
till May 8 Port Arthur had been connected by rail with 
Siberia, and only blockaded by sea in a half-hearted 
manner, and during that time all necessaries could have 
been poured into the town. Nevertheless, nrnv that wo 
were cut off, we found ourselves very liadly olf for j)tO" 
visions. It had evidently been forgotten that, for a success- 
ful defence of a forlrcs.s one of the chief essentials, in 
addition to troop.s, guns, and ammunition, is an ample 
supply of food and a rational organization of the sanitary 
department. It is necessary to emphasize these, points 
in order to show up all the factors which led to 
Port Arthur’s fall. By the orders published, which I 
do not quote, it is clear that even in May some anxiety 
was fell by the authorities, especially the Commandant, 
as to the food-,supply. From the beginning of that month 
the troops were put on short rations. Whcji one con- 
siders the exceptional conditions of service and the con- 
tinued arduous work carried on at high pressure in the 
Fortress and district, it appears that, to last out, the men 
should rather have had increased rations. But it could 
not be done, and they had to carry on for eight months 
on insufficient food. Yet, though the rail had not been 
used as it might have been to bring in food, that mountain 
of packing-cases near (ho station showed that it had not 
been idle. This mound, which served as a landmark— a 
sort of a triumphal arch by the cnlranco to the Old Town 
—was composed entirely of— vodka ! We might lack food 
in Arthur, but never drink. Can a more hopeless state of 
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things be imagined ? For of fill places in the world where 
drink can do harm, a forticss full of half-nourished men is 
ihc worst. Stosscl’s efforts to repress drunkenness were 
beyond praise, but what cowld he do ? The sale of 
spirituous licpior was forbidden in all shops, stores, or 
publicdiouscs ; but it could always 1)0 got for money, and 
all drank what they wanted to. It was there. 

All we knew of the enemy was that they continued to 
advance undisturbed along the Mandarin road towards 
Kiuchou. On the Kinchou position everything was quiel. 
Work was being carried on by Colonel Tretiakoff alone 
wilh the regiment under his command. General Fock 
occasionally paid the place a visit, went round the works, 
joked with the soldiers, gossiped wilh the officers, and 
went off to Dalny. The one point he insisted on was the 
arming of the right Hank and the construction of a battery 
on Lime Hill. General Sldsscl sal in Pori Arthur, 
and kc])t all in a continual state of astonishment by his 
orders. In the Forticss we liad, up to now, placed a good 
deal of confidence in the Kinchou position, for General 
Stossel had told every one that the Japanese would never 
be allowed lo come beyond it, and few except the Japanese 
knew what was going lo happen. On May 10 we read 
tile following order : 

^ On account of the possible arrival (from Kinchou) of 
the whole of the 4th h^ast Siberian Rifle Division, the 
ComiTvandant will malce arrangements for the Inulding of 
tickFovensd 

Our Commander, without oven having seen the enemy, 
was already looking behind him I To many it was now 
evident that the stx'onghold at Kinchou was not particularly 
lo be relied cm, and alarming rumours began to bo circulated 
about it. Everyone at once declared that as a position it 
was beneath contempt, but the Officer Commanding the 
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District paid no rcf^ard to such things, nncl coiiLiimori to 
publish weighty orders, such as that of JVFay \ 

' I am always meeting private soldicuas, particularly those 
of the 7th Reserve ihittalion, weaiing felt l)nots. Tliis 
is tLregularj and it would bo l)otlcr tliat skins should bo 
bought at the butchers’ and cured.’ 

As a detail, the men wore I'clt boots because during the 
whole siege they had nothing else, l)ecause for six years 
the Fortress had never been suj^plicd with a snflicient 
quantity of leather boots. 

Up to the present no serious steps had been takeni 
at Kinchon; only a few weak battalions hud been tlirown 
forward in advance of the position. That was the real 
stale of affuirs, though other information was inv(3Dti‘d 
for the inhabitants. At this time men who know the 
ground and could scout well, like some of the Frontier 
Guards, were invaluuble, and yet they were scarcely evea* 
employc'd. For some reason they did not find favour 
in the eyes of the Generals. Every one knew the 
splendid qualities of these Frontier Guards, but they were 
ignored till they came under the coinmnnd of Kon- 
dratenko, Evcai when the enemy advanced and 
the position near Shaushildipu we did nothing. In Dali^y 
Fock did the ^dictator'; in Arthur wc continued to write 
orders. For instance, No. xBy : 

^ To“day, near the church, I mol two officeis with a 
lady; she was wearing an officer’s lutlc foragc-cap. ll 
appears that one of the officers was Lioiitonnnt Erbeii, 
and the lady Ids wife. I do not think that I nci^d dw(‘)l 
upon how out of place it seems for one of the female h<*x 
to wear a military cap with a cockude, when even ndired 
officers and rCwSorvcs are not allowed by regulation to wear 
them.’ 

In Dalny there were numcrovis buildings, docks, and tlie 
most splendid breakwaters running out into the sea for 
a distance of one and a half miles, but nothing had so far 
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been done to destroy them in the event of Ihe town being 
abandoned. It was only by an order of May 14 that a 
committee was appointed to settle which of the larger 
buildings should be destroyed. The result was that the 
Japanese eventually found the docks and quays un- 
touched, and of the gj'catcst service to them when they 
used that place as a base. On the 14th also the fact 
that the enemy had landed m force cit Petsiwo was first 
mentioned in Orders. This news was twice repeated in 
the paper— once as an official cominmviqtm upon the 
doings of Pock’s troops, and again as a hue accoiiut oi 
th(i I'econnaissance. As a matlcr of fact, they had by this 
time occupied the village of Shanshihlipu, but of this the 
staffs of both Generals Stossel and Fock were in complete 
ignorance till ihe fight of May i6. That they did not 
know of it is proved by the fact that the 3rd Ball cry of 
the 4lh East Siberian Rifle Artillery Brigade, on occupying 
the soutlieni heights at Shanshihlipu, was almost blown out 
of existence by the enemy’s artillery, which had already, 
somewhat earlier, taken up a position on the northern 
hills opposite. On my asking the Colonel how this had 
happened, he said : 

‘ Everything was in such a muddle that it is a wonder 
any of us arc alive to tell the tale. Stosscl gave one 
order and Fock another — every hour bx^ougbt fresh in^ 
structions.’ 

E'oek, who had always declared that Kinchou was quite 
unassailable, seeing that the enemy had landed and were 
advancing in earnest to the attack, slated publicly that to 
give battle at Kinchou woxild be a ciinie, that a division 
there would be merely destroyed. The i5lh and x6th blast 
Siberian Rifle Regiments were hurriedly entrained, and 
moved backwards and fox^wards, first to Dalny and then 
back to Port Arthur. I'he confusion boded ill. 
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CHAPTER X 

THE NAVY LOSE A CHANCE 

When describing the repulse of the blockers on the night 
of May I essayed to bring forward the unpoitaucc t>f 
the work done by the guard-ships, and now a word as to 
the destruction of the Japanese battleship Ilufsitsc, Ih’oin 
the beginning of the bkjckadc Admiral Loschiusky and 
the Captain of the Amur had studied the usual coursi' of 
the enemy’s ships, with a view to laying mines akmg iL 
This was impossible for some time, owing to the fog 
and the number of ships, especially destroyej\s, cruLsiug 
about. At lust, on May i.], during a ccnmcil held at 
Admiral WitgefPs, at which Loschinsky was present, the 
Captain of the Amur asked pei mission to set to work, 
Loschinsky turned to Witgeft, as his senior, and asked 
permission to start this imjunlanL but risky work. * As 
you like; it is entirely your business and you are re- 
sponsible/ was the reply, Loschinsky then lurncil to tlie 
Captain of the ^Tlie enemy is not visible; there 

is scarcety any fog, and what there is will only help us. 
Go, and God be with you ! Lay not less than iifly mines, 
and none nearer than ten miles/ The Admiral himself 
did not go on this trip, as the meeting had only just 
begun and was a very important one. The Amur left 
at three and returned after live, no one at all suspecting 
what an invaluable service to the besieged place she 

so 
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had done that day. At eleven o’clock next morning, 
in sight of the whole Fortress, the Japanese halilcship 
IJatsuse struck a mine and perished even more quickly than 
the Pctropaloosk ; the Fuji also was badly damaged. Thus 
did the Auiuy avenge the Pctyopalimk, 

Loschinsky and several others were at the moment 
with the naval Cominanclerdn-Chicf. As the tide was at 
the Hood, those who were present advised Witgeft to take 
advantage of the favourable conditions, and at once to send 
out three battleships, all live cruisers, and thedcslroycrs to 
capture the damaged battleship and its escort of three, 
' Everything will be done lu its own good time/ was the 
answer. Iwcn when Ilalabhoff, the Master of the 
hurriod up to point out with great earnestness the necessity 
foi the fleet putting out in order to make an end of the 
Japanese on the sea, Witgeft icpeatcd : ‘ Wait ; everything 
will be dcnie in its owir good time,’ Only at 1^,30 wore 
ordcis given to the ciuiscr division and the destroyers to 
get up steam. The former could not put out at all, 
for, being a holiday, tiieii crews v^ere ashore, and it was 
two o’clock before the clcstioyors got under way. The 
Novik, which happened by chance to be under steam, 
joined them. Out they went at full speed, and, regard- 
less of danger, tried to approach the wounded battleship 
in broad daylight — but the psychological moment had 
passed; the enemy had carried out repairs, and opened 
such a fire that it was impossible to get near, for every 
destroyer was valuable, and there was no object in throw- 
ing them away. They returned. 

'rhe garrison and inhabitants were disgusted. The 
navy liad again made a mess of ih Had Witgmft been a 
man of decision, had he kept his fleet ready for battle, 
the picture would have been different For bad the fleet 
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gone out at oncej, the Fiiji and the battleship and two 
cniibcrs with her would undoubtedly have been doslroycd. 
This would have so weakened the enemy's ileot that the 
light on July ii would have had another result. All the 
same, the destruction of the IJalsiLse greatly inllucnccd the 
defence afterwards, in particular during the strict blockade. 
From the moment she was destroyed not a single big ship 
except the Nisshiu and Kastirga, which stood at long range, 
and threw some lo-iuch shells on to Cross Hill, ventured 
near Port Arthur. The Fortress was thus ensured from the 
dreadful prospect of being bombarded from the sea, and 
therefore all the big guns on the scaTront, from the 
6-inch up to the ii-inch howitzers, were turned towards 
the land, and gave invaluable help in the land defence 
to the end. 

After the blowing up of the Ilafsicsc, the sweeping, 
blocking, and defearcc of the Roads was made over to the 
officer in command of the cruiser division, and the hunt 
for mines went on day and night. The cruisers wotd 
out by turns at night into the outer Roads. This 
almost invariably called forth an attack by the enemy's 
destroyers, which, covered by the confusion of the fight, 
laid mines. Our destroyers were ordered by Witgeft 
to He in pairs in Takhe and White Wolfs Bays, Despite 
Loschinsky’s energetic protests that it was the duty of the 
fortress artillery and guard>-ships to wage war against 
minedayers, and not the work of the destroyers, which 
ran great risk of being blown up, Witgeft was immovable. 
But the wisdom of Loschinsky’s advice was proved later, 
for on one dark, foggy night the Lietdenant Bmxkoff and 
the Boevoy were rendered hon de combat by Japanese 
torpedo-boats, which crept up to them unawares in Takhe 
liay. In the middle of May Witgeft gave orders that 
mines should be laid by junks near Inchenzy and Mebnkhe, 
which was done. When the Amur was laying mines wesi 
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of Liao-tich-shan she ran on to the mast of a sunken 
blocker, and damaged herself badly. It was impossible 
to dock her, as the only dock was occupied, and we had 
to make use ol the Bogatir and afterwards the ReMtdny 
for this work. 



CHAPTER XI 

PREPARATIONS ON THE KINCHOU POSH ION 

After much hesii.ation, opposition, many quarrels, allera- 
tions, and frequent fresh orders, ^ column consisting of 
two regiments and three batteries was formed on May 15, 
on which evening it moved out of Nangaliu station to take' 
the field. The advance-guard, under the general command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Laperoffi was composed of tlic 
battalions of the 13th Regiment and Ihfi 3rd Battery of 
the 4th East Siberian Rifle Artillery Brigade. At day- 
break on the r6th the column got near the Shanshihlipu 
heights, where, as soon as it was light, the advance-guard 
heard firing in front. This altogether pu^:Hed Laperoff, 
for he knew that none of our guns were ahead of 
him. It turned out that, owing to ignorance of the 
country, the main body had lost its way, got in front of 
its advance-guard, and had attempted to occupy these 
heights, without having reconnoitred them or even 
despatched scouts in advance, Fock, commanding the 
4th Division, had trusted to luck, and we paid the price, 
especially the 3rd Battery, under Romanovsky, for the 
enemy had occupied the position before us, and opened a 
heavy fire on this battery as it came up, almost de- 
stroying it. 

This battery was admirably supported by, and only got 
away out of action with the assistance of, the ^bullock 
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biUtcry,’ imdcr Liculeimnt Sadikoff. On the initiative 
of this young officer, whom our gunners afterwards dubbed 
the ‘ Ciuardian Angel,’ some old Chinese guns had been 
collected and formed into a battery drawn by bullocks. 
Laperoff did not know what to do with his advance-guard 
under the peculiar circumstances, for It was no longer 
in advance, he received no orders, and the fire was getting 
hotter. Bricfiy, the result was that our force had, after 
heavy casualties, to retire to Nangalin without effecting 
anything. As soon as the withdrawal began General Fock, 
who had hitherto been with the rear guard, suddenly 
turned up. When Laireroff repoiied the mistake and 
its disastrous result, he began to excuse himself, saying 
that he had never given the orders, and complained 
of tlic inactivity and idleness of his Chief of the Staff. 
‘Traitors! they are all traitors! They never obey my 
verbal orders ; they only obey written ones.’ 

This fight .showed the superiority of the enemy in 
aiiillory preparation, in fire control, and in knowledge of 
how to use the ground. After taking Shanshihlipu they 
were able to mask their gun.s perfectly, but we, not under- 
standing the value of ground, exposed ounselves needlessly, 
and suffered much, While they, after a tedious sea- voyage, 
victoriously advanced, w'e, on our own ground, with every 
chance of selecting and fortifying the best positions before- 
hand, only tried to occupy them after the enemy bad already 
done it. So, after the first brush, we withdrew rapidly 
and with much loss to the celebrated but worthless position 
at Kinchou. 

After carefully watching everything that happened 
throughout the whole campaign, and thus getting to 
know and appreciate the Russian soldier under service 
conditions, I have come to the conclusion that he was not 
only a hero, but a Titan, and I must say I had never 
dreamed that he would exhibit the moral and physical 
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strength that he always did. Possessing such quMliLios, 
had he only received proper training, and hvvn well 
led by the more senior of his officers, wc would nevei 
ha\'e witnessed that pitiable slaughter — for whicl’i Cjtmera! 
Fock, with the approval of the Officer Commanding Die 
District — 0.1 Kinchon was responsible. The first liglit 
at Shanshihlipu, its failure, and the rapid retreat had a 
disastrous effect on the moved of the men. Tlicy lost 
that confidence which counts for so much in war. 

From the moment of the withdrawal from Shanshihlipu 
up till May 26 the ground lying in front of Kinchon was 
never properly reconnoitred. I would lay particular 
stress on this absence of any regular and wclhorgani/od 
intelligence work, because, operating as wc did with 
our eyes shut, we always allowed the enemy, who 
was energetic, insistent, and cunning, to take ns un- 
awares. 

And now to the Kinchou position. The fortificatiem of 
it was still being carried on solely by the labour of the 
5th Regiment, which gallant corps did not belong to 
General Fock's division, and so was not spared. As has 
been already mentioned, Colonel Tretiakoff, commanding 
the regiment and nominally in command of the position, 
knew well that it was anything but ready even for a tem- 
porary defence. As before, so now, especially after Shan- 
shihlipu, he rccogni2:ed the absolute necessity of masking 
the guns, which wore standing exposed on the highest 
points, without any attempt at concealment. He fully 
realked that durable splinter-proofs, and not mere * hen- 
coops,^ were necessary, that the infantry trenches should 
be made deeper, and that all the communications should 
be greatly improved ; but his representations still met with 
little success. Though Fock conlinued to talk much, be 
no longer said that he would destroy the whole Japanese 
army here. On the contrary, he turned round and declared, 
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ill sclf-conlradiclion^ that to attempt to hold the place 
long would be a crime. 

Tile navy had given us two long-range Canct guns, 
which IkuI been got into position on the left Hank, 
under tlie idea that the attack would develop there, which, 
as a mattci of fad, it did. A gieat deal of labour and 
time had been expanded on doing this, and the guns were 
splendidly innskccL Ihit a few days before the battle 
General Fock insisted on their being dismounted, taken 
down, and dragged off to a position on the right. He was 
told that this Hank on Lime IIill was not important, 
and that the enemy would never attempt to advance that 
side (which was justihed hy the event); but he would 
not reconsider his order. Tlic guns were taken down; 
there was no linui to remount them again, and so they 
fell, aausud and uninjured, with two waggon-loads of 
ammunition j into the enemy’s hands. 

The batteries on this most important position, called in 
the highest military circles the Gccy to Arthur,’ were 
commanded by LieutcnariLs and Sub-Lieutenants, and 
the ronnnand of the arlilleiy was given to a very young 
officer, one Caj)lain Visokikln He continually reported 
that he had not enough ammunition, asked for pro- 
jectors to liglil up the Kinchou Valley, and begged for 
sand-bags, sleepers, rails, beams, etc., for thickening the 
cover and making the buildings splinter-proof, but without 
result. I know foi a fact that his brother, command- 
ing the yth Sector in Port Arthur, so well appreciated 
his helpless position that he, quite illegally, upon his own 
authority, sent ammunition to him. Tretiakoff, finding 
that even Stdsscl v\''oald do nothing to assist him, at Inst 
wont direct to Smirnoff, and telling him everything, asked 
his help. The latter did everything that he was able so 
as to delay the fall of Kinchou, if only for a few days; 
but what he could do was little, for his powers did not 
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extend beyond the Foi'lress glacis. When some of the 
necessary materials did arrive, the men worked like slaves 
to improve the defences, the Fortress aitillcryincn assisting 
the men of the 5lh Regiment, under the supervision of 
Colonel Tretiakoff and Captain SchwarU. But it was 
too late. 

Now, shortly before the battle the slate of affairs in 
the district was, to put it mildly, slightly mixed. If the 
staff issued an order, the General, instead of at once carry- 
ing it out, wrote long-winded memoranda and proceeded 
to do the opposite. Trains stood in the stations ready to 
start day and night, and, as can be seen from the orders, 
the wretched 15th Regiment spent its time entraining 
and detraining, being taken out one day and l)n)ught back 
the next. The authorities seemed to have lost their 
heads, and orders were only issued to bo at once 
cancelled. The day before the battle was a nightmare of 
confusion: no one knew what was being done or why it 
was done. Men were worn out by being ^ messed about ’ 
uselessly from one place to another, and were never 
long enough in any place to get to know it. The work 
on the position which had for a short time been procoed- 
ing again had to cease for want of materials. For in- 
stance, the frontal battery on Lime Hill, under 
command of Lieutenant Solomonoff, to a certain degree 
important as being able to lire on the approaches to the 
right flank, was armed with four old Chinese guns. It 
had no traverses, and no bullet-proof shelter for the 
gunners or ammunition, and was not connected by tele- 
phone with the Commandant. 

This was the state of the Kinchou position. 

In Port Arthur, after the Viceroy’s departure and the 
assumption of command of the fleet by Witgeft, there was 
a lull in naval operations ; but rapid progress was 
being made with the repairing of the lame ducks. The 
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haltIeshi[)S nnd cruisers— too i)rccioiis to iisc—lny motion- 
less 111 the iiinov Roads, the destroyers, gunboats, and 
the Novik were alone active. The latter were kept with 
steam np, and weia^ always ciaiising about, protoctinp; the 
inino-ti.iwlers, layin^^ mines, or doing short or long rccon- 
naissances, which were calked by the men ^adventures ’ — 
a very suitable name. Complete ignorance of the coast 
generally, pointless tasks, lack of speed, bad engines, 
absence of welbtlioiight-out plans, a niunerons, keen, and 
powerful enemy, who alwaj^s operated systematically and 
cleverly, rendered lliese expeditions abortive ol any result 
exxept fatigue, waski of coal, and loss of vessels. 

Having sersxd all hiu time ashore, Witgeft naturally 
could not give an example of useful aetivit}^" ; moreover, 
the very weak line ho took with junior oliicers undoubtedly 
greatly imdeimincd his own authority and naval dis-^ 
ciplino g,en orally* The attitude of the younger officers 
towards him and other seniors was deplorable, and uoticC'- 
able even to oiUsidors ; the juniors not only saw the 
defects, and the incompetencG t)f their seniors, but they 
publicly critici/jcid them* At the same time, a great 
gulf grew between army and navy, and scarcely a day 
passed without a conflict belwccn ihe officers of the two 
services; they insulted each other in the streets. And 
the position of the sailors was a difficult one, because 
they themselves were not to blame: it was nol their fault 
that they did little cruising and were generally in port 
in peaceAirno ; that they had nol been taught how to 
shoot and know their ships ; that the only thing required 
of them was spittle and polish* Like the infantry, the 
naval officers were not trained for war* 

General Stdssel, instead of endeavouring to get the two 
services to pull together, made matters worse, and in his 
effort to gain personal popularity amongst the younger 
army officers did not even refrain from making tun of the 
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Officer Commanding the Fleet. However, later on, when 
soldiers and sailors fought together and were struck down 
side by side in the trenches, all differences vanished — men 
recognized men. 

On May 20 we had another sea attack, carried out by 
seven ships and two destroyers. It lasted from shortly 
after midnight to 2 a.m. The result was immaterial. 



CHAPTER XII 

Ti[E BATTLE OE KINCIIOU COMMENCES''^ 

The days passed tnonolonously. Wherever one looked 
one saw men — oiir rough peasants in the guise of soldiers 
— digging and delving, not in their native heath in the 
hope of a fruitful harvest, but in the stony, sandy soil of 
the inhospitable peninsula. It was depressing to watch 
them, sleepless and hungry, and I often wondered how 
many would ever again see their lielcls. The monotony, 
however, was sometimes broken by General StossePs 
orders. On May 2 ,^ he wrote : 

^ Before May 28 all cattle must be removed from the 
country round the town of Kinchou — north of the 
position of that named 

Rernovo the cattle from country already in the possession 
of the enemy ? W as it a joke ? 

On May 24 I went to Kinchou. In the same train 
was the 15th East Siberian Rifle Regiment, which had 
only arrived in Arthur on the 20th, but was now on its 
way back to Nangalin. Lieutenant - Colonel Yolshin, 
commanding the military communications, was in the 
officials' carriage, and with him were Captain O., the 
officers of the 15th Regiment, the railway engineers, and 
myself. Sitting at the common table in the saloon, con- 

AIbo known as the battle of Nm^shan, 
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versation turned on corning events. Colonel Yolshin, 
looking out of the windoWj, said : ‘I wonder how long all 
this will be ours ? Can we hold out at Kinchou ? Do we 
know how to ? The enemy is advancing in considerable 
force: scouts report that they have brought with them 
a quantity of artillery.’ 

^ Can you tell us, Colonel/ said an officer of the regiment, 
^ why we arc being continually taken into Arthur and then 
back again ? The men can’t have a square meal and never 
get any sleep, and we are losing a lot of forage. To-day wc 
have again been sent off suddenly, and the men had to 
snatch dinner at the station. Why is it all done?’ 

^ There you are. There is the man who knows/ replied 
Yolshin, pointing to Captain O. 

‘Yes, I can tell you. I have been made Chief of the 
Staff of the Rear-Guard, of which your regiment is to 
form part,’ said the newly fledged sLaffiofficer in a smug 
tone. He then i elapsed into the mysterious silence 
beloved of the staff-officer. He evidently wanted to sec 
what impression he had made on those present, and 
especially on those junior to himself, and looked at me 
none too kindly, for it behoved him to be careful of what 
he said in the presence of a mere civilian, even though 
an official war correspondent. 

I detrained at Tafashin, the head-quarters of the .^ith 
Division, near the Kinchou position, where I attached 
myself to some Frontier Guards, and with them made a 
night reconnaissance towards Mount Samson, in front of 
the position* This was to me exciting and novel, but 
the main feature of general interest was that, though one 
of our objects was to investigate Mount Samson if possible, 
wc were suddenly recalled before we reached onr objective, 
as the reconnaissance bad been countermanded, Wo 
thus nearly lost the advance patrols we had sent on ahead 
of us, and returned without finding out if there were many 
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enemy ou Moiml Samson or none at all. I got back to our 
slarting-poini at dawn and slept soundly, tired out by the 
varied and unusual impressions of the night. In my 
dreams 1 sccMucd to licar noises, which got louder and 
louder, iill suddenly 1 woke. livor^/ one was throwing on 
liis clothes and the alarm was sounding. 

^ Wlial’s up?' I asked, half da^ed, for the whole building 
was trembling from the noise of firing. 

^ It’s nothing; the enemy arc bombarding us with the 
Lord knows how many guns !* 

Shrapnel were bursting over the position, and the hills 
seemed to be smoking from the bursting shells. 

Our patrols of the Frontier Guards only returned in the 
middle of the day, and they iTported that the enemy had 
occujucd Mount Samson in considerable force. They 
had seen their bivouac, guns, and horses, and had heard 
the noise of work and the ringing of telephones. 

At 5 a.in. horses were brought us, and Lieutenant 
Sirotko suggested that we should go on to the position 
logclher. The fire increased, the heaviest falling on 
the guns under the comuuind of Egoroff. All the 
batteries on the position kept up a hot fire; but the 
enemy rained shell after shell on Egoroff’s unit, literally 
plastering it with lead. At times as many as ten shells 
appeared to be bursting above the battery at once, and 
it seemed as if It must be swept away. The Japanese 
lield“batterics were a long way off, firing at their longest 
range. At 6 a.rn. the enoniy opened fire from some con- 
cealed howitxexs on the left; we judged them to be of 
large calibre by the noise of the bursts and the powerful 
effect of the explosions. 

It was difitculi to range on the enemy's guns^ thanks to 
the use they made of the ground ; we were shooting by 
guess-work at unseen targets. In addition to this, their 
fire was extraordinarily accurate and concentrated by 
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turns on each battery. At 6.45 a.m. the lire slacked off, 
and at 7,45 there was a lull all along the position, 

I was struck by the calmness and endurance of the 
gunners during the whole time of this, their first artillery 
battle; whence did they get it ? No exhibition of fear for 
their lives was at all visible. It was not that they did 
not realize the danger, and had not yet seen any wounded, 
because up to the end of the siege they behaved in the 
same way — like men. If we bow before the heroes of the 
late war, we must first bow before the gallant defenders 
of Port Arthur. 

While our leaders were still playing, writing endless 
letters, long orders, reports, etc., the enemy made the 
most of the valuable time ; while we were thinking about 
making reconnaissances, issuing orders for them, and then 
countermanding them, they came right up to Kinchou ; 
w^hile our General was delaying on the Kinchou position 
they occupied Mount Samson, whence they could see Ml 
we did distinctly ; they had concentrated the previous 
night and were getting their guns into position right 
under our very noses. And we? The majority of the 
gunners told me that the fire suddenly opened on Ihe 
position came as a complete surprise, for at 5 a.m., when 
it commenced, eveiyonc was peacefully asleep. 

After this morning’s artillery duel silence again reigned. 
It was only at 3 p.m. that a few guns began to fire on 
separate bodies of the enemy, which showed up in Ihe 
valley of Kinchou and near Mount Samson. Lieutenant 
Solomonoff opened from his battery, but he did not know 
what was happening, for he was not connected by tele- 
phone to the position. He sent off a mounted orderly 
for information, but the man had to go two miles. At 
last it was plain, for dense columns could be seen at 
the foot of Mount Samson, between the nearest peak 
and the old Chinese houses. The enemy, extended in 
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thick lines and endless ribbons, cominenccd to advance 
against our right llaiik^ under cover of the houses, with- 
out tiring a single shot ; but it was only a demonstration. 
They wanted to attract our attention to, and make us 
concentrate our reserve on, that ilank. 

The whole area was not more ilian two square miles, 
and everything coiihl be seen distinctly. The history of 
warfare throughout the whole world cannot produce 
another instance where such a big fight, and one with 
such vital consequences to a war generally, has been waged 
ill such a coalincd arena, We could not make a single 
move without the enemy seeing it, for from Mount Samson, 
which we had presented to them, the Japanese saw every- 
thing. 

Al sunset Solornonoff’s battery ceased lire, and orders 
were received that when night came on the companies 
were to occupy the trenches on the right Hank, and ^be 
particularly vigilant.’ Solomonoff declared that if the 
posilion wore stormed his battery must at once be de- 
stroyed, ‘We have no bomb-proofs j instead we have 
tents, which, though pleasant in summer, are not effective 
in action. I have nowhere to give shelter to the wounded 
or to protect the {unmunition*’ By g p.m. every cue was 
ready, and the coi‘ni)anies fell in. Saying good-bye to 
Colonel Radetsky (when 1 next saw him he was lying 
naked in a cart, dead), we started for the trenches, and in 
an hour we were in them. Here thousands of men were 
waiting for the foe; thousands of eyes wore trying to 
penetrate ihe darkness. In front of us were the enemy, 
who were close, and clearly about lo attack very 
soon. We waited anxiously, wondering when and where 
the blow would be delivered. The narrow neck of 
land joining the Kwantini I^eninsula with the mainland 
gradually became enveloped in a light fog. The movement 
of the machine-gnus could alone bo heard, as troops con- 
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tinned aoibelc.^sly to uccupy the Ijrsl and second lines oi 
trenches* The men were very silentj peering ahead over 
the parapet. Towards the centre oi the position wore 
heard occasional shots, rockets Hashed out, and the beam 
of a small searchlight swept the front; the large ])ro- 
jector had come up too late to be mounted, and was 
lying in a ravine. Away down in the valley the advance 
on the town of Kinchou had commenced, and fighting 
was going on between the enemy and three sections of 
the loth Company of the 5ih Regiment. 

The sky became more and more overcast, and a strong 
south-east wind blowing in fitful gusts brought up clouds 
of dust. It was midnight, and it grew darker. Having 
said good-bye to the Frontier Guards in the trenches, 
I went on towards the guns on Lime llilL The 
Commanding Officer was lying down in his tent, fully 
dressed. We went on to the battery, and found every- 
thing quiet and the sentries by the guns. The air seemed 
oppressive and charged with electricity, and in the distance 
we heard the growl of thunder. There was a blinding 
dash of lightning, then another, and the rattle of thunder 
shook the earth : we ran to the tent. The rain poured 
down as if out of a bucket. By 3 a.m. it had stopped 
and all was silent ; the darkness of night w^as giving place 
to the rosy light of the approaching day, and a blanket 
of ha^c lay over the valley towards Mount Samson. 



CHAPTER Xni 

Tllli BATTLE CONTINUES 

Serene and calm dawned May 26, but by live o’clock vve 
were aroused by the relentless sputter of machine-guns 
and the sound of bursting shrapnel — our reveille — and all 
peace was gone. During the night the enemy had 
deployed their batteries along the heights between Kinchou 
Bay and Khinoeze Bay/ and were now concentrating their 
lire on us, taking our works in front and flank, while from 
Kinchou Bay some of their gunboats were pounding our 
left with xo-inch guns. This bombardment, now com« 
nienced, did not cease the whole day. The panorama 
from Lime Battery before the sun was well up was 
remarkable. In the dim light the flashes of the enemy’s 
artillery showed up against the dark mass of gigantic 
Mount Samson like long threads of fire, like golden chains 
swaying up and down, rocking to and fro. As the sun 
crept higher the gold gradually faded into silvery white, 
and the chains seemed to turn into little bunches of 
fleecy clouds. Higher and higher rose the sun ; not 
a single cloud flecked the delicate turquoise of the 
heavens. From the ground rose clouds of dirty grey 
smoke, each followed by a dull roar ; the enemy were 
firing mfaks^ half of the guns being loaded with shrapnel, 
fuzed to burst in the air, and half with common shell 
with percussion fuzes, which, bursting on impact, raised 
* Hand Bay.— E, D. S. 
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a pillai- of dust and suffocating smoke. At present the 
fighting was limited to an artillery duel, but out position 
presented an awful sight, for now, under the concentrated 
lire of more than 150 guns, it was smoking like a crater. 
Every minute the intensity of this fire increased, the guns 
being systematically directed on to each of our batteries 
in turn ; it was hellish. Lieutenant Solomonoff, who was 
coolly directing the lire of his battery, came np to me, and 
glancing towards our centre batteries, remarked : 

' I expected all sorts of things, but nothing quite like 
this. It is almost incredible. I doubt if any of them 
will get out alive. They arc still shooting haid, but their 
lire is all over the place, for they can no more see the 
enemy’s batteries than I can ; we are firing into the 
valleys more or less by guess-work. By Jove! how well 
the enemy mask their guns ! And we-— — 

At that moment a shell burst by a gun on the right. 
‘Take the wounded to the rear. Steady there, steady! 
This is nothing.’ 

‘ They arc ranging on us, sir, and will open on us in a 
moment,’ said the sergeant-major. 

‘ Keep cool. They haven’t touched us so far,’ 

‘ There’s another.’ 

It was now after nine, and the attack gradually 
developed. The enemy had indeed got the range to a 
nicety, and soon began to plaster ua— a repetition of what 
had happened to the centre battcric.s. A field battery 
came into action on our right, but being instantly smothered 
by a murderous lire, the detachments were compelled to 
move down in rear of the hill under cover. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Laperoff, commanding the and Battery of the 
4th East Siberian Rifle Artillery Brigade, took his unit over 
to the left flank to a well-concealed bit of ground on the 
Tafashin Heights, whence he was able to open a useful 
fire on the gunboats. At this moment the gunboat Bu/jr 
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appeared in KhinoG;^e Ray, and crumpled up the enemy’s 
left Hank with enfilade fire. Its arrival and its com" 
pjiratively successful fire had a wonderful effect just thcai 
upon ns, for it awakened a feeble hope of a successful 
issue to the battle. We were at the centre of a circle, 
of which the enemy’s f:^nns composed the arc. While 
they were able, from their distributed position, to con- 
centrate on to us, as a focus, we had to distribute our 
fire over a great distance in directions diverging like 
the sticks of a fan. The air-lincs of the telephones 
were destroyed earty in the battle, and all fire control or 
direction was impossible : each battery, under a storm 
of projectiles, replied spasmodically as it could. Thc^^ 
fired because they felt obliged to, but the result was never 
visible, and so aim could not be corrected. Colonel 
Trcliakoff, who remained in No. 13 Battery, was helpless: 
he could not telephone, and moat of the orderlies sent off 
by him never reached their destination : this battery 
was subjected to such an intense lire that it was iui- 
possible to work the guns until the Bobr diverted the 
attention of the opposing artillery about 10 a.m., by which 
time all our batteries had suffered sorely. 

The infantry attack was now launched, and in spite 
of our steady rifle and mrichinc-gun fire, the attacking 
columns fearlessly came on. At times they could be seen 
to halt and lie down, only, however, to rise again and 
creep to closer range. Meanwhile, another column was 
seen to be advancing through the shallow water in 
Kinchou Bay, in order to turn our left flank ; but 
Lieutenant-Colonel Laperoff was able from the Tafashin 
Hill to get their range and to hurl them back. 

When the attack was at its height, when our balleides 
were being gradually silenced, when hundreds of men 
had laid down their lives, and others were in their 
death-agony, Major-General Nadein, commanding the 
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troops, received from somewhere a report to the etfect 
that the Ja^mnesc had been repulsed and were on the run ! 
The news of a victory was instantly telegraphed to G (moral 
Stdsscl in Port Arthur, and was at once circuialcaJ all 
over the town. In Stossel’s quarters a convivial company 
gathered to drink champagne. 

It is curious to picture the Officer Commanding the 
District sitting in Aithiir, sixtj^-seven miles off, drinking 
champagne and babbling of victory, while the first decisive 
battle of the war was being waged — a battle upon the 
issue of which depended the future course of events, not 
least among them the fate of Port Arthur. 

The enemy'’s artillery fire supporting their attacking 
columns now became unendurable, and the whole of oui 
position was enveloped in black -brown smoke. From 
Lime Mill I sadly watched our batteries being silenced 
in rotation. By to. 30 all the ammunition of those 
of our guns which still possessed gunners was ex- 
pended, and by midday our artillery position was silent. 
The whole strength of the enemy’s Hrc was then dirocUal 
on the infantry trenches held by the 5th Regiment, 
who were pouring a rifle and machine-gun lire on th(^ 
attacking columnsS* The mangled remnants of our artillery 
began to move off behind the Tafashin flills, from which 
fire was opened at times by the field batteries. The 
Japanese were most skilfully directing their gundire and 
the movements of the attacking columns from Hill 75 and 
Mount Samson. It was now evident that our position, 
having lost its guns, could be held no longer unless the 
5th Regiment received strong reinforcements. 

One hour later General P'oek at last arrived on the 
field of battle by special train. At 1.30 the fire intensified^ 
and the attack was renewed with greater fury. Colonel 
Tretiakoff sent message after message, begging for two 
battalions from the reserves ; but Fock refused. 
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While al Kinrhon the 5th Kep^iment literally melted 
away, defending the gionnd fMituistcd to il, the four 
regiments of tlic 4th Division — c6,ooQ bayonets — 
were kepi behind the Tafishin Heights, doing nothing, 
passive spectatois of the formal slaughter of their 
comrades I 

Fock arrived on the ground when the fight was 
practically over, and meeting gunners retiring along the 
roads to tlic rear, worn out with ten hours’ fighting, said 
to them, ‘ Get back to the trenches, cowards ! Take riiles 
and shoot !’ The men crawled back utterly exhausted 
both morally and physically, and, rifle in hand, returned 
to die under the hail of shells in the trenches* These 
poor worn-out fellows, quite unlit for any work, were sent 
back, while iG,ooo fresh men were, so to speak, round 
the corner doing nothing ; for the General would not risk 
his division : it was wanted to defend the district and the 
Fortress ! 

At four o’ch^ick there was a lull. The Japanese were 
evidently ]3reparing for a fresh attack* Every gun on the 
position was silenced, while the lire of those on the 
Tafashin Heights was ineffective. The position was still 
held only by the 5th RogimcJil, and two companies of 
the 13th Regiment which had arrived during the night. 
About twenty companies of the enemy with guns could be 
seen between Moiini Samson and Ilili 75, quietly and 
slowly extending against our right flank. Their advance 
was quite uninterrupted : they were beyond the range of 
our infantry, and our guns were silent. After an hour their 
guns again started to shoot and the attack was renewed. 
It was plain that the object was to capture llie centre 
from the left, and therefore all the weight of metal was 
directed against that flank. Tretiakoff saw it was useless 
to reinforce the left, and he wanted to keep his reserve^ 
although small, in hand. He continued to ask Fock for 
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fiosh troops, blit in vain. Line after line of the enemy 
now advanced aG;ainst the trenches on the left ilank. 
Heavy musketry tire began; rilles got hot; the ticnclu's 
were full of killed and wounded, whom it was irnpossibh^ 
to carry away, for of seventy-two strotchcr-lienreis only 
twenty-eight remained. All along the line (^f tienrhes the 
parapets wcie battered into a shapeless heaped iij) 

with dead. It was six o’clock, and it was impossible to 
hold longer on to the left Hank without leinforcemcnls. 
The companies, redneed in stienglh, began to withdraw, 
to hold the second line of trenches. The gnn-fire 
slackened and the fury ol die infantry assault increased. 
Tretiakoff continned to ask for reiniorcements. None 
were sent him. 

The Japanese made a despci'ate advance along the whole 
line, and the enfeebled rcgiincnt was unable to hold them 
back. Aminnnition ran short : itwas impossible to replcnisli 
the supply. The companies in the centre of the positiun 
were in danger of being cut off from the left Ilank, whicli 
was giving way before the enemy’s determined advance. 
Communication beUveen several of the redoublB and 
lunettes was interrupted, and Tretiakoff foil the position 
to be desperate. Ihit while daylight lasted a general 
r'ctiremcnt was impossible, and orders wore given to 
hold on at all costs. Seeing that some of the com- 
panies were falling back, he despatched his last ordcilies 
to the rear to explain that a general retirement was 
out of the question till dusk, and to implore that even 
one battalion might be sent to enable him to liold the 
position till nightfall, and so prevent the utter annihila- 
tion of his regiment ; but he was not reinforced by even a 
section. 

While light remained the Japanese refrained from 
actually charging to close quarters, and contented them- 
selves with pouring a heavy rifle and a gradually slacken- 
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ing artillery lire on the position. The sun was almost 
setting. At about seven o’clock the 5th and 7th Companies 
slowly gave way, and no sooner had Stempnevsty’s 
company abandoned its position on the extreme left than 
it was occupied by the enemy. From that moment the 
position ol the company entrenched in the centre was 
very critical, as it was taken in a cross fire. The 
2nd Infantry scout detachment was surrounded; both its 
officers were instantly killed, and of 1 15 rank and file, but 
eighteen escaped. Having occupied the central batteries, 
the Japanese opened a stead3^ reverse fire upon our 
trenches. Hut the sun was now sinking behind Mount 
Samson, and under cover of the rapidly increasing dark- 
ness, the retirement was carried out. The companies 
which had held the left flank retreated along the road 
leading to the Tafashin Heights, and thus covered the 
retirement of the centre and riglit. But though the 
Japanese were now in possession of our batteries, and 
though their artillery had adv^anced to a position between 
Nos. 2 and 3, for some reason or other, they did not press 
the pursuit, and contented themselves with shooting into 
our retreating columns. 

Lieutenant-Colonel La})erojffj who had all along kept 
up a lire from his battery on Tafasliin, noticed as dark- 
ness came on that the Kiiichou position was crowded 
with troops. His guns were excellently placed, and he 
could have poured a crushing point-blank fire into 
these nuisses in the open, But ho had no orders, no 
information as to what was taking place, and though he 
and his officers strained their eyes endeavouring to make 
out who these crowds might be, it was impossible to 
ascertain whether they were friend or foe. That a general 
retirement had taken place, and that the Japanese had 
occupied our main position, none of the staff had con- 
sidered it necessary to inform him. He finally found 
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Fock at the railway-station, and was ])creiTiptori1y ordcied 
to withdraw his ^nns. 

Darkness came. The day had passed, and with it 
hiindieds of lives — the usual price of every militaiy 
triumph, on this occasion the price paid foi the ejory and 
honour of the 5th East Siberian Rillo Rofdaienl, 
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NANGALIN RAILWAY-STATIOK 

Along the roads and paths and across the fields the 
remnant of the 5th Regiment drihbled towards the 
Tafashin Heights. Behind these hills confusion was 
worse confounded. The whole /jth Division slrcamod 
away past this wonderful natural position, the strength of 
which can be seen at once^ even from a map ; but no one 
seemed to have noticed its tactical importance before, 
and nothing was now done to take advantage of it to 
resist the invaders further. Back, back streamed all. 
When it was quite dark, when the men of the different 
units were thoroughly mixed up in the disorderly retreat, 
so that control was impossible, some one shouted that the 
JapaucsG cavalry were coming. What then happened it 
is difficuh to say, but the infantry opened fire on their 
own men, there was a lot of miscellaneous shooting, and 
a convoy of wounded from under Tafashin was taken for 
the enemy and fired on. Batteries hearing the firing and 
having no infantry escort hurried off to Nangalin. Colonel 
Laporoffs battery, marching ahead in good order, was 
almost swept away by the other batteries galloping on 
top of it in the dark; all was blind panic till daylight. 
It was indeed lucky for us that the Japanese did not 
pursue : the results of such a pursuit are painful to think 
of, and the enemy might have got into Pott Arthur on 
the heels of the 4th Division. 

75 
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Nangalin Railway-stnLion presented a scene of clrcadfiil 
chaos. Trains loaded with wounded were leaving lor 
Arthur, Owing to the snddonness of the veliremenl nnd the 
diftorgnniyalion^ no arrangetnenLs for food had been made, 
and men of all branches of the service, badl)^ wounded and 
exhausted by the long battles lay tortured with hungcis 
thirst, and cold. The dim forms of the gunners ol 
Kinchou could be seen prowling about tlie platform as 
they searched for food ; others were lying huddled together, 
sleeping. The first and second class refreshment -rooms 
were tilled with officers, whose numbers were being 
momentarily increased by fresh arrivals by train, on horse- 
back, on bicycles, and on foot. Nobody knew anything 
or what to do; every one waited for orders which did 
not come, for none of the commanders were there. The 
majority of the senior officers, having eaten, were lying, 
on the floor, 

A long train filled with wounded was standing at the 
platform ready to start; it liad been there for some time. 
The medical officers were performing acroliatic fixits in 
their efforts to pass along from one goods waggon to 
another, and were doing their bc:st by the dim light of 
the lamps to alleviate the terrible suffering. 

^Tell them to get us some water; the men want some- 
thing to drink, and wo have only got distilled water 
required for doing the dressings,’ said one of the doctors 
to a railway official, 

‘There isn’t any. Wc never expected this rush, and 
what we had has been used. There is only dirty 
water.’ 

‘ But the men arc dying of thirst, to say nothing of 
hunger. How much longer is the Ireiin going to stop 
here ? It is torture to the woundeeb' 

‘ Captain won’t allows us to start.’ 

Opposite the station buildings I saw a group of men 
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gesticulating and heard angry voices, I went towards 
llicmj hoping to lind out what the delay was. 

‘ . I ask, I demand that tlic train be started at once. 
In the name of humanity all haste must be made to get 
the wounded into a hospital as soon as possible. Every 
moment with some of them means life or death. It is 
utterly absurd to talk of issidiig rifles to them, and it would 
take hours.’ It was the senior doctor of the hospital train 
speaking. 

Taking advantage of his authority as a staff-officer of 

the district, Captain insisted that the rillcs piled up 

on the platform should be issued to the wounded men. 
Both men got angry^ and the staff-officer, annoyed that a 
doctor should attempt to question his arrangements, 
assumed a haughty and peremptory tone. 

‘ Don’t torture the wounded. The train is a long one, 
full of awful eases, and they arc lying all on top of one 
anotlicr. There’s no room for rilles,’ implored the doctor. 

"J'he captain was furious, and striding to the telephone, 
returned after a few minutes to insist on his orders being 
obeyed ; but the medical officer, losing patience at what 
seemed to him pigheaded cruelly, flatly declined to nllow 
Ihe wounded to be disturbed, and insisted on the immediate 
despatch of the train, 

‘ Even the regulations of the Peace Conference lay 
down that wounded seat by hospital trains must be dis- 
armed,’ he shouted. 

^ I care nothing for the Peace Conference, or any other 
damned conference. I must send these rifles into Port 
Arthur, to prevent them falling into the enemy’s hands,’ 
was the reply. 

Boiling with indignation, I could remain no longer a 
spectator of this disgraceful scene, and walked off along 
the train. It was an unusually long one. Wrapped in 
my thoughtSa I strolled some way from the station* 
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Suddenly I hcai da noise — neither groans nor screams, but 
more like lowing. Whcie I was and what had happened 
suddenly came back Lo be. It was a very dark night, 
and close to me were standing some waggons, from which 
were proceeding these noises. Have you ever, when 
travelling by rail, slopped in a station or at some siding at 
night alongside a catile train, and heard the noise of the 
cattle? If you have, I need not attempt a further 
description of the sound of the hospital train at Nangalin 
station that night, I walked slowly along it. lu the 
unlighted goods-waggons crowds of men were lying about, 
some on straw and some on the bare lloor. One heard 
choking sighs, groans, sobs, prayers, curses, and calls for 
help, combined with the howling of men in unbearable 
physical agony. 

‘ Drink, drink! something to drink — I’m burning V was 
jerked out at me in a hoarse voice from an open door. 
With difficulty I clambered up, and then almost fainted 
at what I came upon. In the dimly-lighted waggon lay a 
shapeless heap of men, coats, boots, canteens, greatcoats, 
heads, arms, and the place reeked of blood. 

‘Sir, a drink — a drink, fur God’s sake!’ The cry 
stabbed me. From the indistinguishable pile of ilc'sb and 
— other things — I saw at my feet a blood-stained head, a 
sheet-white face lit up by two burning eyes, and an arm 
stretched towards me. I gave it — this thing — my water- 
bottle. The wounded man seized it with both hands, but 
after a second let them fall helplessly, his head lolling 
back on someone’s enormous and blood-smeared boots. 

' Ach ! cold. Cover me.’ He was in an ague. 

It was sickening, revolting, horrible* I tried lo slip 
out, but involuntarily my eyes were caught by the sight of 
a grinning face on which danced the expiring light of the 
flickering walMamp. A smile ? and amid such surround^ 
ings ? Stepping carefully across the wounded men, I 
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weal up to it. No ! it was not grinning : ’twas the play 
of light and shadow on the face of another cold corpse. 
The rows of teeth, the half-opened lips, and the fixed, 
glazed, staring eyes — a ghastly grin indeed. 

Alongside, with his face turned towards and almost 
touching this — this grin — lay another mangled man, 
groaning piteously and breathing fast. Every now and 
then he opened his eyes, but apparently did not know 
where he was. What would have been his feelings, I 
wonder, if on the way to Arthur he had come to himself ? 
Throwing handkerchief across the dead face, I jumped 
out of the waggon and hurried to the station, to find the 
wrangle still continuing. I was boiling with fierce indig- 
nation. I kept hearing the animal noises and groans of 
hundreds of suffering men imprisoned in this train, which 
till a few hours before had been, as was amply evident, 
filled with cattle. 

1 left this inferno and went off and joined the artillery, 
We soon started, and marched through the moonlight 
night, along with troops, transport, and herds of cattle, 
all hurrying, scurrying towards Port Arthur, passing 
many Chinese villages, seemingly quite deserted. Once 
wc heard a shout, ^The Japanese cavalry are on us f By 
dawn on the 27th, having again gone more than thirty 
miles, we arrived at the station of Inchenzy. Worn out 
and hungry, and finding no food at the station, we lay 
down on the platform. At six o’clock some hot food was 
provided for the men. The officers were asked to have 
some refreshment in a saloon carriage, the very one ia 
which, three days ago — little expecting what was in front 
of us— I had gone Lo Kinchou. At seven I left for Port 
Arthur in one of the trains of wounded coming from 
Nangalin, and at nine o'clock I reached the Fortress. 
The town was stupefiecL 



CHAPTER XV 

THE LAST OF DALNY 

When Dalny heard the heavy fire from the direction of 
Kinchou early in the morning, little did the people think 
how that day would end for them. Afraid of what would 
happen, they had some weeks before asked permission to 
leave for Port Arthur ; but Stossel had strictly refused, 
and had even sent back one or two families which had 
started : he had told the Mayor that there was nothing 
to be alarmed about, that he would send word directly 
there was any need for them to move. The sound of 
firing increased, but the town remained quiet— life moved 
along the usual track. Even if some felt doubtful as to 
the result of the battle, there was no idea that the ii6th 
would be the last day for them in DEilny. Midday caruo ; 
the distant firing slackened off, then increased, and the 
curious collected on the church tower to see what was 
happening, for no information had been received from the 
staff of the district, [Stossel was about that lime cele- 
brating his ‘victory/ not thinking of Dalny,] The sun 
sank in the west and evening came on ; still no news, and 
coniplete ignorance as to what was happening at Kinchou. 
Evening changed to night ; the electric lights blamed up 
in the streets, and Dalny went to bed. 

At ten o'clock the last train but one departed from the 
station. At eleven the empty waggons returned from 
Nangalin, and brought news of what had happened at 

8o 
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Kinchou. Almost at the same time two telegrams were 
received. One, to the Mayor from Colonel Yolshin, ran as 
follows : 

^ The Officer Commanding the District has sanctioned 
the departure of the inhabitants from Dalny, but not by 
rail.’ 

The other telegram was from the District Staff to the 
same effect, saying that as the trains were required for 
troops, they could not be used to move civilians. The 
sleeping town woke up ; the police began to arouse the 
inhabitants, who, greatly alarmed, ran into the streets 
half dressed, to know what had happened. The news 
soon spread that our troops had hurriedly retired to 
Arthur, and ihat the Japanese cavahy might at any 
moment enter the town. 

Then began an awful and indescribable panic, for the 
seeds sown by imagination on the soil of fear are prolific. 
A massacre. by the Japanese or Himhnscs was expected. 
Men, women, and children wandered helplessly and aim- 
lessly about the town, not knowing what to do. Many 
rushed to the station, only to be told that the railway 
would not take them. There were practically no horses 
in the place. 

By midnight the majority of the residents had collected 
on the Upravlensk Square, where the Mayor, having told 
them of the telegram received from Stdsscl, proposed that 
they should abandon the town ; he said that he would not 
be responsible for any that remained. Then the unfortu- 
nate inhabitants, leaving all their property to its fate, set 
out along the shore front towards Sliaopingtao. Some 
were able to hire rickshaws, but the majority went on fool. 
Those who happened to see the unfortunate women, half 
dressed, bareheaded and barefooted, with crying children 
in llmir arms, will never forget the awful picture; and it 
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might have all been avoided if General Stdsscl had 
listened to the constant rcpic&enlalions made the 
Mayor with regard to a timely dcparlnre. All those 
470 men, 92 women, and 57 children who hurriedly loft 
Dalny on the night of May 26 owe their misery to 
General Stossel. 

As the flight commenced the Mayor received this last 
and most notev/orthy telegram : 

‘ General Stossel desires you immediately to blow np 
all the waggons and trucks remaining in Dalnyd 

Staff-Captain .^edgenidsey was ordered to Daln}^ to de- 
molish all the buildings which might be valuable to the 
Japanese^ as, for instance, the breakwaters, docks, cranes, 
floating material, railway, etc. ; but, owing to want of 
time, nothing, except a few of the railway bridges, was 
blown up, and all fell into the enemy's hands in com^ 
pletc order. They also got more than 250 waggons and 
300 trucks, all fulL Besides the numerous town, harbour, 
and railway buildings, there was an immense amoiuil of 
private house property, as well as large warehouses stocked 
with food and stores of all sorts, both public and private. 
The enemy got possession of them all undamaged, just as 
they were. After the capture of Arthur the Japanese con- 
fessed that by not destroying Dalny we had assisted them 
enormously in their difficult task of disembarking their 
siege-train, and that the railway had enabled them easily 
to gel it into position in the investing lines. Russia had 
spent over ^200,000 in breakwaters for the Japanese to 
land xi-iiich howitzers ! 

The electric ligliis now shone down on empty streets, 
for Dalny was deserted. At two o'clock in the morning 
the last train, a long one of forty- seven waggons, left the 
station for Nangalin, and early on the morning of the 28th, 
after more than twenty-four hours' march, the tired and 
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refuj^^ces bc^^an to straggle into Arthur. Those 
Arlhiu’itcs who happened to see this sorrowliil procession 
arrive opcncxl a subscription list tu assist these wrctclied 
people, who ill one night liad lost their homes and every- 
thing they possessed. 

We have often talked over and discussed the result of 
Stdssel’s reign, and what he did or did not do during 
February, March, April, and May, and there is little 
doubt that he might, by taking reasonable precautions 
and by wise and timely action as to the choice and fortifi- 
cation of positions, have delayed the fall of the Fortress at 
least till Juno i, 1905, 
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THE FATE OF THE FORTRESS 

With the fall of Kinchou and the retreat of Peek’s 
entire division towards Arthur, all glances were directed 
to Lieutenant-General Smirnoff. Those who had be- 
lieved absolutely in the impregnability of the former posi- 
tion now lost heart, and began as fast as possible to clear 
out of the place, going in Chinese junks to Chifu. When 
the battered remnants of the gth Regiment — the regiment 
which by its gallant defence of Kinchou bad covered 
itself with everlasting glory, and which had lost more 
than half its men and twoThirds of its officeis — marched 
into Arthur, it was given a most unexpected, not to say 
unique, welcome. 

'You are a wretched, undisciplined corps of traitors, 
cowards, and blackguards, I will try the lot of you 
by court-martial How did you dare leave Kinchou ? 
Don’t dare to shovr yourselves in Arthur, lest by your 
presence you infect the whole garrison with your 
cowardice/ was Stossel’s greeting. 

The regiment had no divisional commander, and no 
one dared to take its part* Discipline prevented the 
officer commanding from replying to Stossel, and he and 
his officers had to bear these totally undeserved inaults. 
One General put the whole blame of the defeat on the 
regiment, and assured Stossel (it was not hard to convince 
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him, as he was not at Kinchou) that the abandonment of 
the position was solely and entirely the fault of the 
5th Regiment, and the senseless way in which it had 
fortified the place. 

This cruel and shameful injustice to this gallant 
regiment was soon known by all the others, and it 
had a very bad moral effect on the whole garrison. 

After the Kinchou debacle, the Commandant drew up 
an order as to the distribution of the different units in 
the Fortress, and on June i took it to Stossel for official 
approval. The latter rudely cut him short, and, without 
cither reading the order or looking at the scheme, said 
that it was inopportune- 

^ The publication of any such orders with regard to 
the distribution of the troops might/ he said, ' become 
known to the Japanese through their spies. [He had 
himself, on May 29, issued nu order detailing troops 
to various positions on the hills.] The district under 
my command has almost entirely passed into the hands 
of the enemy. Arthur alone remains, I shall take 
upon myself the defence of the Fortress. Us present 
staff will be broken up, for it is a useless body. My 
staff will be sufficient. I will send Colonel Khvostoff 
to command a battalion. You will be on iny staff. It 
is impossible for two equal commanders to be in one 
place.* 

This was on June i : we actually held on to the 
district outside the Fortress for two months after this 
date. 

Thc Commandant was in an awkward position. Stossel 
defied him, and the Fortress, which, thanks to his own 
efforts and skill, was being gradually got into a slate of 
readiness^ was to be taken from him and to be commanded 
by a man who would wreck all That moment settled 
the relationship between these two. It was the first act 
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of the tragedy, which ended on January i. Quietly, and 
with perfect poHtciiesy, Smirnoff answered ; 

^ I was appointed Commandant of this Fortress by the 
Tsar ; the Fortress Steiff is the organ of the Commandant, 
appointed by Imperial orders. I have no intention 
whatever of resigning cither the rights entrusted to me 
by the Tsar or the duties consequent on them. You, sir, 
as my commanding officer, can give me general orders 
relating to the defence of the Fortress, but I remain its 
master until the Tsar himself deprives me of it. If my 
removal from the duties of Commandant admits of no 
delay, you have it in your power to publish an order to 
that effect.’ 

During this scene those present anxiously awaited the 
result, for in those few minutes the fate of Arthur was 
decided. In an angry voice S tassel replied : 

^ I do not mean to remove you from duty. You will ro 
main Commandant, but I shall run the Fortress. Whether 
legal or not is my affair; I will answer for that/ 

What could Smirnoff say ? 

There was a knock at the door ; an orderly entered to 
announce some officers, and the episode was over. But 
as every wall has cars, this incident was soon known to 
the whole garrison, and indignation knew no bounds. 
Wc were all afraid for the fate of Arthur, and made 
conjectures as to the action Smirnoff would take. Sonic 
declared ho would leave on a destroyer ; others, in in- 
dignation, said that Stosscl should be invalided and 
forced into hospital ; othei^s swore that the day and hour 
had been settled when Smirnoff would surround StosGcbs 
house with a whole regiment and arrest him, as well as 
Fock and others. The moment would have been an 
appi'opriaLc one, for the discontent in the garrison was very 
great, and the hatred of Fock and Stossel had much in- 
creased since Kinchou* Everything depended on Smirnoff’s 
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decision ; but to adopt such violent measures was risky — 
a dangerous precedent for the discipline of the troops, 
Stossel also had Sfc. Petersburg at his back. Even the 
Viceroy could not interfere with his recent appointment 
as Officer Commanding the District, though much against 
it. Who could say that Stossel’s arrest would nof have 
results quite opposite to those wished for? It was most 
likely that St. Petersburg — that hotbed of the most re- 
volting scandals and intrigues — would represent Stossel’s 
arrest to the Tsar in such a light as to cause an immediate 
order for his release. Was it not all possible ? 

Finally, Smirnoff, in spite of the many suggestions and 
proposals, decided to settle the matter as peacefully as 
possible. He accordingly sent for General Kondratenko 
and Colonel Reuss, and told them that he recognised the 
necessity for a division of authority, and so was quite 
prepared to give up all his powers, save only the actual 
defence of the P'ortress, for which he intended to remain 
responsible. Reuss expressed regret for all that had hap- 
pened, and promised to use his power to keep evil in- 
llucnccs from getting at Stossel. 

Next day Order 285 was issued by the Officer Com- 
manding the District, and clearly showed that Stossel 
was not inclined to conciliation : 

^ As the enemy has appeared in the area of the Fortress, 
and thc^jlh East Siberian Rifle Division, with its ariillci'y, 
has joined the troops in it, I now assume supreme com- 
mand of the defence, and, in order to centralize authority, 
the Chief of my District Staff will in future be present at the 
Council of Defence established under the presidency of 
the Commandant. All resolutions, etc., of the Council 
will be given to him to report to me for my confirmation.’ 

Why did he publish the order ? Its only result was to 
take the control of the Fortress from the hands of the real 
chief, who, according to all regulations, should have been 
in supreme command. Then, when Fock’s entire Division 
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our fleet did not hinder them in any way; they had com- 
mand of both sea and the land. 

During all this time our intelligence services were very 
badly run, our only source of information being the 
Chinese, who, working both for us and the enemy, 
naturally favoured the latter, as the District Staff paid 
a starvatioii wage. 



CHAPTER XVII 

THE LOSS OF KUEN-SAN HILL 

As the sea blockade was at this time very slack, com- 
munication with Chifu was easy, and Chinamen could 
always be found to make the trip. In addition, steamers 
with provisions often ran into Pigeon Bay. Stossel 
received inquiries from head-quarters, through Shanghai, 
as to wdiat he wanted, and was informed that what he 
required would be sent. But he refused all proffers of 
assistance, saying we required nothing, and this in the 
face of Smirnoffs protests that big gun ammunition, 
preserved meat, vegetables, hospital appliances, etc., were 
urgently needed. We could at that time have obtained 
anything we wanted, for merchants and others were 
offering to run the blockade — at a price. One day a 
steamer owned by a private Frenchman ran into Pigeon 
Bay with supplies, among which was a large stock of 
tinned milk. It was with the greatest difficulty Stossel 
could be got to take this, yet milk was one of the lirsL 
things to run out, and he warned the captain not to 
come again. It was almost impossible to send private 
letters out of Arthur, for all of them were censored by 
Siossefs staff, those hinting of the true state of things 
being destroyed and the writers punished* I myself had 
experience of this. 

With the occupation of Green Hills, Smirnoff set to 
work to fortify the ground in front of Angle Hill, WolPs 

9 ^ 
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Hills, Ta-ku-shan and Sia-gii-shaa Hills. The latter were 
of immense imporLaucc, as they were quite inaccessible, 
and protected the whole of the western fiont of the Fortioss, 
but only so long as Wolfs Hills were in our posscssiou. 
As far as intelligence was concerned everything went on 
in the old sweet ^v£iy. The scouting was bad, the infonua- 
tioii gained was nil, and we remained igiiurant of the 
enemy’s position or movements. One good step taken at 
this time, however, was the formation of a town guard 
from all the citizens capable of bearing arms. 

On June 23 the enemy, having concenlralcd, began to 
advance from Siabmtao on the extreme right flank along 
the hills on the seashore. To oppose them two companies 
of Frontier Guards from Waitselazui, and three companies 
from Khuankhe-Chjuan were sent. A short engagement 
ensued; our men held their ground, and the enemy 
retired. Ibis movement of the Japs was merely a 
demonstration with the object of iinding out the weak*- 
ness of our right flank. They had excellent iufonnatiou 
regarding the left from their spies and patrols, and knew 
well that considerable bodies of infantry and artillery 
were collected on that side, and that fairly strong 
lortili cations were in course of construction. The weak- 
ness of our right was continually pointed out to Fock, 
but he did not send a single company there, even after 
this fight on the 23rd. At 5 a.in. on the 26th they opened 
a heavy guu fire, chiefly on the right, and made a general 
advance all along the line* At midday they pressed 
the attack on the centre and right more vigorously, and 
continued massing against those points till evening. 
Next day, at daybreak, they hurled all their might against 
the right. The fighting was obstinate, and the enemy, 
though considerably stronger than we, were obliged to 
fall back ; we, however, owing to reinforcements not 
being received in time, were obliged to abandon Kucivsan. 



JUNF, UjOJ."] 


LOP All N IS SACRIFICED 


93 


This peak, which was really the key to our positions, 
for it commanded the whole line, was held by only one 
company of the 14th Regiment, commanded by Captain 
Lopatin. Realizing its great tactical importance, and 
naturally thinking that we did the same and would 
doggedly hold on to it, the Japanese attacked, after 
artillery preparation, with almost an entire regiment. But 
the General did not appreciate its value. Even when the 
Japs began to press its little garrison, he sent no reinforce- 
ments The company only began to withdraw when it 
had lost three Tonrlhs of its strength, and when, in spite 
of the several messages despatched asking for help, no 
support was given. At the subsequent inquiry upon this 
affair, Fock so represented the matter to Stosscl that 
he had Lopatin tried by court-martial for abandoning 
the position prematurely, and without orders. Fock 
himself escaped blame. Before the sentence could be 
confirmed by the Tsar, poor Lopatin died of heart failure ; 
but he had been sentenced to the loss of all his rights, and 
to serve with the prison companies for two years. 

By the evening of the 27th the fighting ceased with the 
capture of Kuen-san and Green Hills. The troops holding 
the right fell back into the valley of Lunwantun, and 
occupied the heights in rear; but the loss of the two 
former made our position critical, as from Kuen-san the 
Japs could renew the attack, and force us back. There 
was nothing for it bui to attack and at all costs regain 
possession of those hills. The District Staff accordingly 
issued, with the greatest precaution, secret orders to that 
effect. On July i I met a young officer in the street. 

‘Would you care to come with me to Green Hills ?’ he 
said casually. ‘ A night attack has been fixed for to-night 
on Kuen-san ; but it is a great secret/ 

As I also heard the move discussed by Chinese shop*^ 
assistants, I went at once to the District Staff and told 
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the senior aide-de-camp, for, as the whole town seemed to 
know this ^sericl/ it must, of course, bo known ac)w to 
the enemy. 

'Yes, the General lot it out, so wc have telephoned to 
cancel the move. In any case it wouldn’t have succeeded, 
as the General svas dead against it. The attack will 
take place anotlier day, and Kondratenko is going to 
command the right flank. Fock will now only nominally 
be the senior*’ 

This reply was only too true, for the General was jealous 
of Kondratenko, and woiild not co-operate in any way. 

Early in the morning of July 3 our destroyer and 
gunboat division steamed towards Shaopingtao and op)cned 
fire on Green Hills ; at the same time our troops advanced 
from the right flank against them, Kondratenko being in 
command. The ships did little actual harm, owing to 
lack of facilities for fire observation and correction. The 
fight raged all day, our main objective being Kuen-san. 
On the 4th it was renewed, but though wo again got 
possession of Green Hills, wc were unable to capture 
Kuen-san. The 13th Regiment look two-thirds of it, but 
could not advance furtlier, as the Japanese threw in 
heavy reinforcements, and brought up a number of 
machine-guns. On the night of the 5th we had to 
withdraw, and abandoned further attempts to retake the 
position, as one eittack alone had cost us 500 men* 
Green Hills were again ours, but the key to the position, 
frorn which all our roads, dispositions, and actions could 
be seen, and an enemy’s artillery fire and infantry advance 
directed, remained in the hands of the Japanese. On 
the 7th everything was quiet, and from then onwards for 
three weeks the enemy did not fire a shot in reply to our 
occasional bombardments, for they were establishing 
themselves and fortifying the ground actually won. 
Smirnoff insisted on the positions recaptured by ns 
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being strongl3^ fortified, and sent his best engineer officer, 
Raschevsky, to supervise, so good piogiess was made. 
At midnight of the 8lh, in torrents of rain, they made a 
sudden attack on our centre, but were noticed in time 
and repulsed. On the I3lh our howitzers bombarded the 
enemy's works for some hours, but drew no reply. On 
the 14th we made a reconnaissance of the Japanese 
position under Smirnoff, with like result. Twice only 
from the 8th to the 26th July did the enemy attack, and 
then only in small numbers. 



CHAPTER XVIII 


THE JUNE SORTIE OF THE FLEET 

Meanwhile the navy had not been allof^ether idle, 
though the result of its activity was not great. J>y the 
middle of June the Pallada, in dry dock, was ready to 
go to sea, and the battleships Cesamnicli and Kclvisan— 
the pride of the Pacific Ocean Fleet — wore ready to throw 
the bandages off their now healed wounds. Wc were all 
greatly excited, lor if only the licet could put out at full 
strength and get the command of the sea, the transp<nl 
of troops to Dalny, now being carried on daily right under 
our very noses, would be stopped, and then what might 
not happen ? Important meetings were frequently held 
at Admiral WitgcfCs ; but though the ships were ready, 
the council, attended by all flag officers and captains 
of ships, was divided into two parlies— one for going to 
sea, the other against it. At the meeting on June r8 
a telegram from the Viceroy was communicated, in which 
the fleet was ordered to steam out and engage the 
enemy, choosing the most favouralde conditions, and 
taking every precaution. The time chosen for the start 
was the turn of the tide — daybreak — on June 24; but 
when the hour came the Pobieda was not ready, and her 
Captain was ill, so it was put off till dawn the following 
morning. There were great efforts made to keep this 
secret, as, owing to the removal of the gendarmerie to 
Liao-tieh-shan by Stossel, the place swarmed with spies. 

06 
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At three o’clock^ after the twinkling of many lights, a 
signal was hoisted^ and the fleet came to life. At 4.21 
the Novik slipped quietly out into the outer Roads, and 
after her the other ships in turn, the Pallada being the 
last to pass through the narrows ; but the fleet was short 
of the following guns : one i^dnch, twenty-six 6dnch, 
and thirty 3-inch, and four of the ships had captains 
who had not commanded them at sea before. From 
the highest point of Golden Hill the whole squadron 
could be distinctly seen in the clear morning air. The 
channels in its course had been swept for mines, some of 
which, while being draAvn in, had exploded quite close to 
the ships lying at anchor. Seven mines were found near 
the Ccmnvitch alone! Notwithstanding all our efforts 
at clearance, the roads were always more or less full of 
them, and every officer and man going out to sea, though 
the enemy wore miles away, was gambling for his life. 
This is mentioned because what our sailors had to go 
through and their great scwiccs at Port Arthur arc 
now forgotten in Russia. Russia has forgotten in the 
whirlwind of the movement for political freedom that 
for eleven weary months her loyal sons in Arthur tried 
to save the waning greatness of their native land. 

As the Bayaiv slowly passed out far below, the bitter 
words I had once heard about the state of the Russian navy, 
uticred by one of its officers, recurred to me: 'So long 
as oar fleet is purely for parades and peaceful political 
demonstrations ; so long as its Admirals do not serve and 
work hard in peacetime, doing active duty, and not merely 
writing orders ; so long as the offreers are promoted for 
anything but their capabilities and services; 30 long as 
they do not know their ships as the five fingers of their 
hands ; so long as the whole complemeni: of the navy 
does not like the sea; so long as the Naval Departinent 
does not cease trying to economize in what is the essence 
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of a fleet (shooting and cruising); so long as it hesitates 
to rid the administration of the fleet of venerable, bent 
old men and “shore admirals’"; so long as the Naval College 
does not turn out men fond of the sea and the navy, we 
and the senior officers can do nothing, and our fleet will 
glide down the facile descent of deterioration. I say this 
from bitter personal experience : I say that we are 
absolutely unprepared. We will do what we can ; we are 
ready to die — and we must die in the unequal struggled 
As these words came back to my mind, suggested l^y the 
Bayan gliding slowlj^ past down below, 1 looked up fioin 
her to the horixon where, far away, could be seen ihe 
Japanese ships waiting for ours. Of course they knew 
we were coming out, and were ready. What did they 
not know? Probably the opinion just quoted would be 
no news to them. By one o’clock onr ships had moved 
out into the open sea, where Togo with his whole fleet 
was awaiting them, fl'ho destroyers out ahead, supported 
by the Novik and Askold, at once engaged the enem}^’^ 
scouts, which drew off towards their main body. Ily 
6 p.m. the squadron had gone down below the horizon, 
and could not be seen from the highest points in Ad bur, 
but the booming in the far-away distance sounded like 
peals of thunder. We were all greatly excited to know 
how the fight would end. 

About nine o’clock the quiet of evening was broken by 
the growing noise of heavy firing at sea. The fleet, 
attacked by a cloud of torpedo-boats, and firing with 
every gun, was retiring rapidly to Arthur, It was not yet 
visible, but the booming of the T 2 -inchers, the ceaseless 
cracking of the smaller guns, sounded louder and louder. 
We saw the reflection of the searchlights, and then some 
time later dim specks gradually loomed up, and the 
squadron itself appeared ; the destroyers and Nomk 
formed a rear-guard, covering the retirement with their fire* 
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The fleet steamed in and anchored, let down its torpedo- 
nets, and with its searchlights wove a regular net of light 
to seaward. On the way back to port it had been twice 
attacked by destroyers, but had beaten them off, and had 
made the outer roads comparatively without mishap. 
The Sevastopol alone distinguished herself. Getting out of 
column, she struck a mine and was injured, but was able 
to reach White Wolfs Bay and anchor. There was not 
enough water for her to go into the inner harbour, for 
no one had thought in peace-time of dredging the 
entrance. 

Night soon came down very dark, and all seemed 
peaceful ; but the calm did not last long, for that night the 
enemy made a madly gallant attempt to torpedo our 
vessels as they lay in the outer harbour, and hell was let 
loose. All night long Admiral Togo launched his destroyers 
to the attack in pairs. Though our whole fleet was one 
bla^^e of light, and though the shore searchlights perched 
up on high lit up the w^aters to a great distance, the 
heroic enemy did not desist. On, on they came, iired 
at from the whole front as the shore lights showed 
them up afar off; diving one moment into darkness, the 
next again into the glare, they dashed onwards. The 
fire of the ships became furious; the ceaseless flash of the 
guns made them look like torches, but, however brave, 
however fanatical the enemy, they could not withstand 
the hail of steel poured on them by the fleet. The 
destroyers came in very close before they fired their 
torpedoes, but still it was at ineffective range, Having 
fired the first torpedo, they turned to starboard, firing a 
second on the turn, and then at full speed steamed 
out to sea. The lucky ones got away; others sank in 
view of the whole Fortress. I sat through the night and 
watched these attacks till they ceased at dawn. 

Next morning, on the flood«tide, our fleet came in to 
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the inner harbour. It had returned, the only result 
of its sortie being the injuries to the Sevastopol, the 
expondilurc of tliousands of shell, and a number of 
Whitehead torpedoes hoaling about in the outer Roads. 
Arthur was disappointed. The following order, issued 
by the Commander of the fleet before it went to sea, 
which appeared in the Novy Kry of the 24th, was depressing 
reading ; 

‘As the ships which were damaged by our treacherous 
enemy before the outbreak of war have been repaired, the 
Vicc]^oy has given orders for the fleet to put to sea, so as 
to assist our comrades on land to defend Arthur. By the 
help of God and St. Nicholas, the sailor’s patron saint, 
we Avill endeavour to do our duty, be true to our oath to 
the Tsar and defeat the enemy, weakened by the destruc- 
tion of some of his ships on our mines. The Bobr has 
given us an example of what can be done. May God be 
with us ! 

< Witgilft, Rear ‘•Admiral.’ 

The fleet was there again in iis usual place in the 
western and eastern basins ; but what was to be done ? 
Who was to blame because it had returned without 
having brought oh a decisive action ? Some of the 
officers declared that a battle ought to have been brought 
on, that all the chances were in our favour ; others said 
the opposite, asserting that a heavy engugemeul would 
have been the end of the whole fleet. Arthur was divided 
into two camps: one against the navy, the other in de- 
fence of it. I remember those heated quarrels about 
our naval officers, and the abuse poured upon men who 
were in no way to blame. The majority of those who 
spoke so bitterly of Ihe fleet’s return ignored the fact 
that it went to sea very weakly armed. It had met 
the Japanese fleet of four battleships, six armoured 
cruisers, six light cruisers, and a number of destroyers 
and other vessels, about twelve miles out^ The fleets 
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got within fifty or sixty cables of each other, and when 
our ships increased s])eed so as to shorten the range 
and bring on an action, the Japanese steamed off. Togo 
evidently wanted to entire our licet on and make a 
torpedo attack during the night, and having thus weakened 
it, to bring on a decisive engagement in the morning. 
It was depressing to see our ships driven in again like 
this, and disheartening to give up all hope of obtaining 
command of the sea. A strict blockade of the Fortress 
must come in the future. How long it would last no 
one could say, but that men, guns, and war material 
were already scarce with us — more than scarce — we well 
knew. Still, the hatred shown towards the fleet was 
not sensible or just. Disappointed with our many mis- 
fortunes, people were searching for a scapegoat — for some 
one on whom they could vent their indignation. They 
became jumpy, and therefore in no condition to look 
at things calmly : they were glad to find some one to 
blame. From what I fell, heard, and saw on all sides 
— and my opportunities for judging were great, as I moved 
about in every grade of society in Pori ArLhur — I came 
to the conclusion, after the return of the fleet, that its 
role on the sea was over. 

During the gradual development of the military situation 
in the district — when the most prominent features had 
been the extraordinary errors on the part of General 
F'oek — General Stossel was acting the dictator in 
Arthur, where, in addition to his main task of interfering 
at every step with the useful work of General Smirnoff, 
he lost no opportunity of sowing dissension between the 
fleet and the army, especially after the squadron’s unlucky 
sortie. Everywhere on shorc~in the streets, in the 
restaurants — there was nothing but abuse and curses for 
the naval officers, from highest to lowest. Every one 
accused the sailors of not wishing to put to sea. One 
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result of this was the produciion of a scurrilous allegory 
by two anonymous authors. The first described a dream, 
which he pretended to have had, and in which the enemy, 
ill the shape of a bull, was eventually killed l)y Russian 
soldiers. The second narrated another dreau], a sequel 
to the first, in which the navy were represented as 
hares which bolted and left the soldiers to iiglit I he 
enemy alone. I happened to read tins cdusion when 
I was on board one of the ships, for some one had had it 
lithographed, and sent a copy to each of the ward-rooms 
in the fleet, including a copy to Admiral Witgeft. This 
kind act naturally did not tend to smooth matters between 
the services. Though the sailors endeavoured to ignore 
it, at heart they felt the undeserved insult deeply. 



CHAPTER XIX 

FOKTIFVING OUR LINE 

The 4Lh of July showed the Japanese the power and 
cnei'^^y of our troops. It illustrated their capabilities not 
onl}^ in defence, but of successfully delivering an attack; 
for it should be noted that the minimum number of 
troops on the advanced positions took part in the engage- 
ment of that day. Having retaken Big Ridge, Green Hills, 
and the foot hills of Kuen-sau, still holding the defile — the 
second key to the advanced positions — and having made 
some progress with the fortifying of all the defensive line, wc 
completely stopped the enemy s forward movement towards 
the outer forts, on which work was now being pressed on» 
At this time our mobile shore defences (a division of gun- 
boats) were able to shell the enemy’s positions, his rear 
communications, and his bivouacs, with great success. 
Thanks to the result of the battle of the 4th, the enemy 
felt that they were liable to attack themselves ; the 
desperate and welhplanned attack of our light flank, 
under the command of General Kondratenko, on that day 
had come as a nasty surprise. After Kinchou they had 
advanced victoriously— as they liked. The battle of 
June 26, with our abandonment of Kuen-san, confirmed 
them in the belief that Russians were incapable of taking 
advantage of and of holding good positions; but the 
actions of July 3 and 4 made them more careful, and not 
quite so ready to believe blindly in their lucky star. They 
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now assumed the defensive, and began to crnistruci. lield 
fortifications, to build 'wire Giitanglcinculs, and to lay 
mines all along iheir defence lino and captuied heigbls. 
They beramc still more careful when onr outpost lino 
moved forward, and, attacking their outposts, occujued 
with our pickets the hills in front of Green Hills, fiom the 
foot of Kueii-san to the sea. If only that hill had been 
still in our hands, our position would have been splendid : 
under the energetic Kondratenko, we would have very 
soon turned it into quite a formidable fort, wliich would 
have been able to shell the enemy at eveiy point, lor all 
the roads leading from their position to Dahiy would 
have been distinctly visible. But what could we now 
do? Fock had, knowingly or unknowingly, spoilt every- 
thing, and in the face of common sense given up the hill. 
I repeat, Kuen-san was never properly fortified, and so the 
Japanese had been able to capture it with small loss. Had 
it been fortified, they would have paid a long and heavy 
price for it. 

One day when Biitusoff, commanding the section on 
the right flank of Green Hills, was lying on his face on his 
favourite little hill, and looking intently at the top of 
Kuen-san through his glasses, I asked him what he thought 
of it. He had intended for some time to send some scouts 
there, and so he used to study all the approaches to the 
lop by day. 

‘ Oh, 1 think a lot of it ! So long as Kuen-san belongs 
to the Japanese, we can do no good here. Kemember 
that they can clearly see everything that we do. Now, 
look at the top; look up there/ he said, pointing. ^ Not 
there — more to the right ; up above that first point/ 

‘I see!’ 

' Look ! You can see those little poles running all the 
way down ? Those are for telephone- wires. From the lop 
of that hill they will be able to correct the fire of the 
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whole of their ballcricb, just as they did on MoLint Samson. 
Do you remember? Weil, all their batteries are being 
coanccicd up with telephone to that peak. I stay here 
by the hourj and I have seen how they have connected 
up by telephone from one peak to another.’ 

Thanks to the fairly sucxessful operations under General 
Kondratenko, people in the Fortress were now some- 
what less nervous, and they began, with their usual 
optimism, at once to believe that the enemy would be 
checked for a long time on the advanced works. True, 
Kondratenko had taken the place of Fock, but the real 
state of affairs was not understood. Few knew that wc 
might expect a decisive advance any day, and that it was 
impossible to hold the enemy long on our most absurd 
line of positions, stretching for seventeen miles, with such 
forces as were allotted by the District Staff. But however 
much it was hoped that we would succeed in checking 
the enemy for a longer or shorter time, every one quite 
understood that if wc were not reinforced from the north 
the Japanese must sooner or later close up to the Fortress 
and begin to bombard it. 

In view of this, the leading people, especially those 
with families, began to build for themselves bomb-proofs ; 
but, owing to the lack of the necessary material, labour, 
and knowledge, most of these w^cre made in a primi- 
tive fashion, and would have given absolutely no pro- 
tection against shells, nor even against splinters ; but, 
ostrich-like, the builders obtained a sense of security 
from the concealment afforded. Stosscl, with his extra- 
ordinary ideas on everything, took a different view ; in 
every unofficial way he showed his disapproval of these 
buildings and made fun of them. However, this did iiot 
prevent him having one built for himself in his own 
courtyard, and also one for the stafhofiicers of the district. 

In this the latter took refuge during the bombardment. 
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They ini^^ht have built Ion bomb-proofs each for tliernsclvcb 
if they had liked, but why should they intcrfcic with 
othcis, especially with those who had waves and children ? 
It was absurd, barbarous. The building of boml)-proofs 
should have been encouraged. Kiuchou had shown what 
damage could be done by small shells, and what might 
we not expect from siege- guns ? The whole of Arthur 
should have been turned into a catacomb, for besides the 
healthy, there were all the sick and w^ounded to l)c pro- 
tected ; but, when no proper bomb-proofs had been 
constructed during six years in the batteries, it is not 
surprising that none had been built for the hospitals. 

While Stossol harried those building bomb-proofs? and 
created general annoyance by his exUaordinary sallies and 
orders, things were elsewhere progressing. The work on 
Temple and Water-Supply Redoubts, wdiich were destined, 
after Tn-ku-shan, to play so brilliant a part in the defence, 
and on wTich the waves of the August storm w^cre to be 
broken, were pushed on. General Smirnoff, anticipating 
the course of oi:>eralions, decided to fortify, as I have 
said, beside the main line of defences, the forts which at 
this lime were almost ready — 203 Metre Hill, the hills 
lying in front of Angle, Divisional, Long, and Orphan Hills. 
It must be remembered that at the time of his arrival in 
the Fortress there was only one advanced work ; this was 
Temple Redoubt, with capacity for a company. 

Much was done to improve this work, and alter the 
destruction of Siushuing village, close by, and the con- 
str action of two lunettes, it really had some defensive 
value. 

One interesting point was that Stdssel and Fock in- 
sisted on the fortihcalion of Angle Hill, which was of 
minor importance, in preference to strengthening 203 Metre 
Hill, which was of the greatest tactical value. This 
action was against Smirnoffs opinion, and necessitated 
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the occupation of Pan-lun-shan and the forward slopes of 
Anglo Hill. Work on these could only be useless, but, to 
avoid unpleasantness, General Smirnoff gave orders that 
they should be fortified, and he himself, together with 
Kondratenko, made a thorough examination of the 
ground, though no one realized better than he the waste 
of Lime, men, material, and guns, all of which were so 
urgently wanted in other parts. In the event Smirnoffs 
opinion proved correct. Angle Hill had to be abandoned, 
\vith its guns, on the first day of the August attack; but 
203 Metre Hill held out for long, and it was only after 
its capture, on December 5, that the Japanese were first 
able to shell the harbour and shipping. 

While we worked hard at the fortifications and swept 
the Roads for mines, everything went on quietly on the 
advanced positions now established along Green Hills. 
The enemy showed no activity, and did not disturb us 
with a single shot, but, like us, worked hard, getting 
troops into position and bringing up guns and ammunition 
to the front lines- Fock especially* insisted on Upilaxy 
Ridge being fortified, anticipating that the main attack 
would be against that flank, and, as he was complete 
master on that side and was supported by Stossel, he con- 
centrated the greater part of the material, engineers, and 
sappers there. The right flank, to which he paid no atten- 
tion, was left to itself. Heaven knows what would have 
happened on July 36 if Smirnoff had not discovered this 
in time, and, as already stated, sent Kondratenko there. 
From July 4 he, with the assistance of some engineer 
officers, began to get the position on Green Hills into 
some order; but General Fock was very displeased with 
his activity, and interfered wherever he could. Had 
Smirnoff and Kondratenko given way, the results of the 
fighting on July 26 would have been disastrous, and 
I am sure that such a rout would have taken place 



CHAPTER XX 

THE ATTACK ON GREEN HILLS 

On the morning of July 2^ it was rumoured in the town 
that our best destroyer, the Licnicnant Durakofff and 
another, the Boevoy, had been torpedoed during the night. 
The destruction of the former was particularly dishearten- 
ing, as she had made several dashes to Yiiichow and back, 
and been of the greatest service, and might have done 
much more for us still in the hands of her commander, 
Lieutenant Borodatoff, a most brilliant officer and the 
pride of the fieet, for she was the best and fastest of her 
type. The employment of destroyers for night duly was 
quite useless, and resulted in nothing except the fatigue of 
the men and the loss of the boats, for on foggy nights the 
enemy lay in wait for them. 

Our patrols on the land-front used now to find pro- 
clainations lying about on the ground. These proclama- 
tions, written in bad Russian, were left by the Japanese 
outposts for our consumption, and were deliberate altcmpls 
to work on the 7noval of the men, by enumerating our 
defeats in Manchuria and reverting to political events in 
Russia. 

On July 25 wo on the staff of Colonel Semenoff, who 
was in command of the right section of the advanced 
defences, were visited by General Kondratenko. After 
tea conversation turned on the prospects for the following 
day. The General, with his elbows on the table, and 
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stirring his tea with a spoon, smiled, and his small 
expressive eyes lit up. lie looked at the speakers and 
said in his quiet : 

‘ The 26th is always a fatal date for us in Arthur, On 
May 26 we abandoned Kinchou; on June 26 we lost Kueiv 
san ; and apparently to-morrow will not be uninteresting. 
We mustn’t forget that it is a gieat Japanese holiday 
— the Chrysanthemum.” They are sure to want to do 
something to please the Mikado.’ 

‘Well, sir, what can be worse than having to remain 
on the defensive ? Wc ought to attack ; with the attacker 
lies the initiative. And you sit and wait, trying to guess 
when they will attack. It is an awful state of affairs/ 
said the keen, impulsive Semen off. 

‘ Yes ; the role of the defender is none of the easiest or 
most advantageous — especially in conditions like ours. 
Many great errors have been committed, and there is heavy 
work ahead. To-morrow there will be a decisive and 
desperate battle, and we must hold our ground. By the 
way. Semen off, have you given orders for the outposts to 
be strengthened, and warned all officers to expect an 
attack to-morrow?’ 

‘ Yes, sir.’ 

‘ The reserve will arrive to-night. The Commandant 
has consented to give us some companies from the reserve 
battalion, and they must bivouac here in the valley. To- 
morrow the general reserve will be under your orders- 
Wc have very few men, and so you must be particularly 
careful and economical with it. We must shell Ivucn- 
san well to-day : we don’t yet know if the enemy’s guns 
have got into position or not ; but in any case it has 
a telephone and will be their chief observing station, and 
the battle will be directed from there. Perhaps they’ll 
reply to our shells^ and so unmask the position of their 
guns/ 
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When he left 1 accompanied him, while Scmcnoff, 
after conducting as to the Lunwantun Valley, went on 
to the outpost line. We finally arrived at the foot of 
Rocky Ridge, on which was the howitzer section. Kondra- 
tenko was evidently anxious, and was astounded on 
reaching this place to find that the howitzers had been 
run down below. ' Why is this ? I sent orders that I 
would shell Kuen-san to-day. Who has altered them ?* 
he asked angrily. 

It seemed that Fock had had the howitzers run 
down. Kondratenko gave instruction.^ for them to be 
brought back immediately ; but while they were being 
dragged up the very steep ascent it began to get dark, and 
a cloud settled on the top of Kuen-san. By the time they 
had been got into position again half of the hill was in 
cloud, which concealed the enemy’s works. It was now 
useless to attempt to fire. Kondratenko was furious, but 
did not show it in the presence of the various officers, and 
as it was now rapidly getting dark, we started to return. 
On the way back I for the first time saw him angry, and 
he used no measured language with regard to General 
Fock’s interference. After giving his final instructions 
to Semenoff, he went back to Port Arthur* Semenoff 
then expressed his opinion that the idea of not holding on 
as long as possible to the advanced positions was absurd, 
though it was common. 

He was quite right. For some time before the battle of 
July 26 I often heard the opinion expressed by officers 
that a dogged defence of the advanced positions would be 
detrimental to the ultimate defence of the Fortress, It 
seemed more and more as if the general inclination was 
to sit tight in the permanent works as being the easiest 
course. Having little knowledge as to the state of our 
bomb-proofs or of their durability, people drew a most 
rosy picture of the defence of the actual Fortress under 
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a strict blockade. They thought that the bomb-proofs 
would save them. They compared the defence with that 
of Sevastopol, but unfortunately forgot that guns and 
shells are now somewhat different. They forgot that 
Sevastopol was in direct and unbroken communication 
with Russia, where the sick could be sent and whence 
reinforcements could come, and they forgot that, even 
under these favourable conditions, Sevastopol eventually 
fell into the enemy’s hands. Port Arthur, completely 
isolated from the world, with a minimum reserve of pro- 
visions, ammunition, and men, and with incompleted 
works, was a trap for the army and fleet. People did 
not realise that the longer we held the enemy on the 
advanced positions, the longer time we should have to do 
in Arthur itself what we had left undone. 

Next morning, just as a few men were moving about 
amongst the horse lines and the camp was beginning to 
wake up, a distant boom was heard in the direction of Oytsc- 
la^a Hill. I looked at my watch ; it was past half-past 
six. After a few moments wc heard a second report, some- 
Vv^hat nearer, then a third and a fourth, each louder and 
nearer, and shells hurtled through the air and burst quite 
close to our tenis. In a very short time the bivouacs 
had disappeared, for the majority of us had lain down 
without undressing, and the cannonade started all along 
the line. The day and the fight of the 26th had begun. 
The lire of the enemy’s bigger guns, the shells of which 
were loaded with melinite, was chiefly concentrated on 
the batteries under Prince Chkheydsey and Skridloff, and 
covered the tops of our hills with smoke, while the held 
and mountain guns kept up a hot shrapnel fire on the 
infantry trenches, preparing the way for an attack. Our 
own batteries, which were well concealed, replied steadily. 
At eight o’clock dense columns of Japanese were seen 
opposite the right wing of Green Hills, and, supported by 
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the fire of their chips, they advanced in the dirc(dion of 
Big Ridge, just as speedily and in as orderly a manner 
as if at manceuvics. In front, all along the line of Green 
Hills, crackled incessant and rapidly increasing luusketry 
fire. Idle infantry attack began. Thinking that our 
I'eservcs were massed id Lunwantun Valley the enemy 
endeavoured to shell it and the approaches to iL with 
shrapnel. By nine o’clock the fight grew hotter, and it 
rained hard. The fire of rilles and guns was at times 
so mingled that nothing except the rhythmic ratdat-tat of 
the machine-guns could be picked out. From all directions 
down into the valley came orderlies to Colonel Semenoff, 
who was now at the mouth of the Litangon Valley. 

^ Ah I They have begun ; they all want support at Ihe 
same time. Look ! there are men coming from the right 
as well as from the left.' 

An orderly galloped up with a note; a second, a third, 
and then a fourth. 

^ They all ask for rGinforcements. Surely, things are not 
as bad as all this. Here, Zagorovsky, yon go off to the 
left ; and Senkevitch, you go to the right. Go off as 
quickly as you can and find out what has happened/ 

Kondratenko now arrived on the scene, and riding up to 
Semenoff, was, after a short consultation, soon acquainted 
with the position. Having given general instructions, he 
went on to the hill in front, into the zone of fire, 
in order to see for himself the state of affairs. It was 
now 10 a.m. Suddenly, in the distance, wc noticed men 
in disorder running down from the right peak of Green 
Hills. 

^ What are they up to ? Surely they are not retiring ? 
Naumenko, do you see them ?’ 

The latter looked through his glasses. 

^ Yes, sir; they are bolting down the slope of the hill as 
hard as they can/ 
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Kondratenkop without answering, put spui's to his horse, 
and we galloped along the valley ; the General was m 
frontf and in his white uniform on his black horse was very 
conspicuous. We could now clearly see a number of 
infantry-nien against the background of the hill ; they 
were running below in all directions. Kondiatcnko held 
up his hand. 

' Halt, halt ! where arc you going to ? Where’s your 
officer ? What’s happened ?’ 

And then up ran a 11 officer, quite blown and scarcely 
able to speak. On his face were depicted tenor and 
fatigue ; he was red from running. Ilis cap was all awry 
and his hand was shaking. 

^ Sir, it is awful thcrc—awfiil. It is impossible to hold 
on. We have done everything — everything that it is 
possible, but it is a perfect helld 

^ Where were you ?’ 

' There, sir, there/ he said, pointing. 

Meanwhile the men were still bolting dovv^n, some help 
ing the wounded, others going by themselves and the 
bullets were whistling thick over our heads. Big Ridge 
had been abandoned ; High Hill, the extreme point on 
our right, was, owing to this premature i-etreat, cut off, 
but was held by Bntusoff with two companies. A 
portion had been taken by the Japs ; they might force 
their way through the line. The position was critical ; in 
fact, the issue of the fight was in the balance, and the 
retirement must be stopped immediately. It was only 
the presence of mind of the General and his personal 
bravery which saved everything. 

‘ What arc you doing ? Are you mad ? Why, 
inforcements are already on their way to help you. Com- 
pany, follow me V The men stopped and collected in a 
group, ' Follow me!* 

The men quickly turned back, and those in rear called 

8 ~^ 
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out to those still further off to reUirn, and they began to 
double back. 

Having collected another company which had just come 
up, we led them, all puffing and blowing, up Ihc hilL 
The enemy began firing on us. The General, standing at 
his full height, and half turning to the enemy, said : 

* Men, it is better to die than disgrace yourselves by 
retreating. Remember that the Tsar and Russia rely upon 
us. There must be no retirement ; we must all die if must 
be. And now God be with you — advance !’ 

The men extended, threw themselves down behind the 
rocks, and opened fire. Just then twenty or so men came 
dragging along our big clumsy machine-guns, and began 
to throw up cover for them. The companies who were 
extended advanced slowly and with great difficulty. 

By midday the fight had somewhat abated, and the 
rattle of musketry was less frequent. The Japanese 
having seked Big Ridge and a point just opposite us, 
kept up a broken fire ; High Hill was still almost cut off, 
but Butusoff was obstinately holding his ground with 
his two Frontier Guard companies. The pi'esence under 
fire of the General of the Division, his striking coolness 
and pluck, inspired all with confidence, and improved the 
spirit of the troops, fatigued by long and constant out- 
post service. Sitting on one of the spurs behind the hill, 
sheltered from the bullets, the General was now quietly 
giving his orders, while Naumenko, on one knee, was 
writing them down. 

^ Tell Colonel Semenoff again that he must at once 
reinforce Butusoff/ 

^ Very good, sir/ and he wrote it down. 

" Sir, Colonel Semenoff sends me to say that he has 
twice reinforced Colonel Butusoff ; the reserves are almost 
expended/ said Zagorovsky, who had just come up. 

^ Thank you/ 
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Zagorovsky, tell Semen off to send a section of 
Petrenko's battery here immediately^ at a quick trot. It 
will be an unpleasant surprise for the enemy on the ridge, 
and will relieve Butiisoff/ 

Before the General had finished his orders a mounted 
scout rode up from the right. 

‘ Sir, Colonel Bntusoff orders me to report that he is 
only holding his own with immense difficulty ; the 
Japanese are climbing up in great strength and firing 
point-blank.' 

‘ These Frontier Guardsmen arc splendid fellows. I 
know that Butusoff would die rather than retire without 
orders. Ah, there’s the officer commanding the scclion.’ 

Semenoff, slightly limping, came up. 

* My rcvserves, sir, are practically finished; we most do 
a little shuffling, and take the troops from the points 
where the attack is not being pressed home.’ 

^ Good ; I think so too. liow well those Frontier 
Guards are doing !’ 

" Yes, sir. Bntusoff will nevei retire without orders.’ 

The guns now galloped along the valley and over the 
bridge. 

' At last. Splendid ! now everything will be all right. 
We will put the fear of God into them on that hill and 
relieve Bntusoff/ 

The guns were soon hauled up, and before a quarter of 
an hour had passed one shot rang out after another, 

* Sir/ said the Chief of the Staff, 'you must^get behind the 
hill ; the enemy will be opening fire on this at once/ Pie 
was right, for in a minute or two shells began to whistle 
through the air^ bursting high up and covering the hill 
with bullets. 

* Things arc all right here now ; let's go and see what^s 
being done on the left. I want to see General Fock.’ 

We went down into the valley, mounted our horses and 
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moved off. The road turned sharply to the rights and we 
came on to Naumoff’s battery, which was covering the 
defile. The enemy’s shells were falling all round iU 
Naumoff had beaten the enemy off during the whole 
morning, and they were determined, apparently, to destroy 
his battery ; but the3^ found it none too easy, as he had 
hidden the guns in a fold in the hill. Their shrapnel 
did not make the slightest impression, and their high 
explosive shells sang over into the Lunwantun Valley. 
At last we reached the village of Kodamin, where we 
found the General in a small Chinese house. The pomp 
surrounding him — for he had a staff of about fifteen officers 
and a whole section of orderlies — was a great contrast to 
the simplicit}^ of the other. 

After a frigid greeting and a few formal words Fock 
went away. Vv^e had some food, then rode on to the 
village of Khodziatun, where Kondratenko had been sum- 
moned to attend a Council of War under Stossel. The 
Generals sat down ; Kondratenko stood, a smile on his 
lips. A quarter of an hour passed, and they were still 
sitting, and without sign of any conclusion having been 
reached ; apparently Stossel and Fock were determined 
to get through what they had already decided to do. I 
looked on the picture with the greatest interest. At last 
there was a movement ; they were going to disperse, and 
Some of them seemed anything but pleased. Coldl}'' saying 
good-bye, Stossel, with his numerous suite, moved off to 
the right towards Seven-mile Station, and by four o’clock 
we were back at the temporary head quarters of Colonel 
Semenoff. We found his staff very indignant. 

‘ Our fleet is behaving disgracefully. We have very few 
guns, and if only our ships had opened a well-directed fire 
from the sea on the attacking columns, it would have 
helped us enormously ; the Japanese would never take 
Green Hillsd And so the conversation went on. 
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As a matter of fact the gunboat division did make 
an effort to co-operate with the army. It steamed out 
towards Imnwantun, but was driven back by a superior 
force ; our error lay in our not supporting the gunboats 
with the guns of our coast batteries. One Japanese 
cruiser struck a mine and had to be towed away, and one 
of their gunboats caught lire. 

At five o’clock the Japanese gun-fire onChkheydsey’s and 
Skridloff's batteries became heavier, as did their rifle-fire, 
and as twilight came on endless columns advanced to the 
attack. Their gallant infantry came nearer and nearer, 
but were driven back with appalling losses. They got to 
within 600 to 800 yards, but were unable to get closer 
for a decisive assault. Besides our rifle and machine-gun 
fire from the ridge of Green Hills, the storming columns 
were under close-range gun-fire from the above-mentioned 
batteries, the fire of whose guns tore great lines through 
them, and strewed the valleys and slopes with dead 
bodies. At 7 pan. a report came in that High Hill was 
once more in our possession, but that part of the position 
was still in the enemy’s hands. 

' Wc owe this to Butusoff. If he had retired in the 
morning we should not have been able to retake the 
hill. How well his men have behaved ! We must relieve 
them. Send two companies from the reserve at once,’ 
was Kondratenko’s comment. 

I was sure that the enemy would not repeat the attack 
that day. Having got to within 600 paces, they spent 
the night in entrenching and bringing up reserves, so as to 
be ready for a fresh effort in the morning. 



CHAPTER XXI 

THE BATTLE CONTINUES 

At six o'clock on the 27th, as soon as the morning haxe 
began to lift, the battle was renewed, and the artillery 
duel commenced. The enemy's lire was concentrated, as 
on the day before, principally on Prince Chkheydscy’s and 
Skridloffs batteries, which suffered heavily. The morn- 
ing was bright and sunny, and the light-green hill-siopes, 
tinted golden by the rays ol the early sun, looked anything 
but a suitable background for the bloody events to come. 
Our infantry, sitting in their trenches, which, having aio 
head- cover of any sort, were scarcely worthy of the name, 
awaited the commencement of the assault under a hcav}^ 
shelhfire. After being directed on to the valley behind 
us, evidently to search out our reserves, the enemy's gun- 
fire slackened and rifle-fire commenced ; their infantiy 
advanced. But the nearer they came the more they 
suffered from our two batteries above-mentioned, and 
they were forced to lie down and entrench. Meanwhile, 
some of our ships had come out to assist ns, but no sooner 
had they commenced to shell the enemy's lines than, as 
on the day before, a superior force of the enemy, appear- 
ing from behind Kepp Island, compelled them to with- 
draw to Port Arthur. One result was that the Bayaii 
struck a mine, and was so seriously damaged that she 
had to be towed into the eastern basin for considerable 
repairs. At four in the afternoon the enemy’s guns again 
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got to work, and at 5 p.m. the fourth attack began. 
When the sun sank down below the hills, Green Hills 
still remained in our possession, High Hill and Serna*- 
phorc Hill wcic lost ; but the Japanese were nearer, 
and entrenched, ready for further efforts on the following 
day. So close were they in some places that we could 
hear their conversation. The day was ours, for we still 
held Green PI ills; but how about the morrow? It was 
impossible to hold the seven miles length of the light 
flank with so few guns and men. Oiir reserves were 
reduced to one compan};^ of sailors and half a company of 
infantry, and Port Arthur sent no help. 

A little later 011 the Japanese dashed forward and broke 
through the line — through the very place \v here Kondi atenko 
had stopped the retirement yesterday. The last of the 
reserve was immediately sent up, and after some desperate 
fighting drove the enemy back. iJ lit now the reserve was 
used up, and what were we to do ? Naumenko telephoned 
to S^evea-mile Station to say that, to enable us to hold our 
position to-niorrow, more troops must be sent to us; but 
the i*eply was vague and unsatisfactory. Through the night 
the enemy continued to seize and entrench advantageous 
points, while our men, utterly exhausted from the two days' 
battle and weakened by heavy losses, were in a bad wa}^ 

It seemed, under the circumstances, as if it would be 
impossible to hold on next day, and therefore best that 
the rear^guard action we should have to fight should be 
planned out at once and the successive positions selected. 
Kondratenko, who with Semcnoff was moving about all 
night from one point to another, recognued this ; but no 
definite reply could be got through the telephone, and he 
did not like to give orders for a retirement on his own 
account. At last, within a couple of hours of dawn, 
Kondratenko had to decide, and he decided that a with- 
drawal was the only thing to be done. Accordingly, orders 
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were sent to Butusoff to retire, and the route to be followed 
was told him. These he received only just in time. I had 
gone to the staff to find out how soon the withdrawal would 
commence, and found Naumenko still at the telephone, 
cursing at the impossibility of getting cither orders or 
anything definite. Having other things to sec after, he 
handed me the receiver, saying: * Tell them wc have 
begun to retire.’ I rang and rang, and at last, after about 
ten minutes, got through : 

‘ General Kondratenko directs me to ask you to tell 
General Fock that the withdrawal of the right flank has 
commenced.’ 

A.t four o’clock Kondratenko looked at his watch, and 
calculating that by now ordering the general retirement 
from Green Hills, Butusoff would have been given time to 
withdraw from High Flill and occupy a fresh position in 
rear, he decided to proceed. Just as he was giving the 
actual order to retire, a note was received from Fock : ' I 
am withdrawing ; you can do as you like.’ This master- 
piece of military co-operation has been carefully preserved, 
and is now in Colonel Semenoff’s possession. 

Under cover of the morning haze, the first and the 
most difficult part of the retirement was carried out in 
perfect order and with inconsiderable loss, and our troops 
took up the new line from the village of Khodziatun to the 
seashore, along the heights running down into the Lun- 
wanlun Valley. The sun then came out and dissipated the 
mist. Instead of the panic on our part which the enemy 
expected, they ran up against our infantry holding new 
positions, and knew that our guns also would open ou them 
from fresh points. During our abandonment of Green 
Hills they had got into difficulties on our left, for they 
had tumbled on to our mines. One caused immense loss, 
blowing a whole crowd of them to pieces, and this, with 
one or two smaller explosions, put such fear into them 
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that we were able to get our machine-guns away at 
leisure. 

The moment it was light the enemy shelled the posi- 
tions which j^esterday had been occupied by onr batteries, 
but which were now empty, 7 V) discover our new gun 
positions was not so easy; for experience had now taught 
iis how to take advantage of the ground and how to mask 
our artilloiy. At 7 a.m. the fresh companies, so urgently 
asked for duiing the night, began to arrive from Aithur to 
cover the further retirement. Bands were pla3dng, and 
the enemy could not make out whether we were still 
retiring or were moving to the attack. With us every- 
thing was in perfect order ; camp kitchens were smoking, 
and backwards and forwards along the road carts, rick- 
shaws, and stretchers were moving. This was not what 
the enemy expected after a two-day battle ; they thought 
Kinchou would be repeated. 

The further retirement towards Arthur began punctually 
at II a.m., when, covered by a heavy gun and rifle fire, 
the companies gradually withdrew in perfect order. The 
enemy pressed our rear-guard hard, but could effect nothings 
and by noon we were in sight of the forts. Some of the 
troops marched direct towards the fortress ; others took 
up the last advanced position on the right flank on the 
hills of Ta-ku-shan to Sia-gu-shan, Behind Ta-ku-shan 
commenced the fortress rayon, and the position on it 
was the last advanced defensive point, and, in connexion 
with the positions on Wolf’s Hills, was of great im- 
portance for the further defence of Arthur, Thus did 
the right flank, under Kondratenko, fight on the 26th 
and 27th, and retire on July 28. Let us see how General 
Peek’s command — the left flank — ^ fared during these 
days. 

It was noticed on the evening of the 25th that the 
enemy* in considerable force, was moving across put of 
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Dalny towards this flank. Night passed quietly. Early 
next morning the Japanese began to press our oiUposts, 
which were forced in from the villages of Khumuchino 
and Klnikhaia. The hills all round were enveloped in 
mist, and fiom the main position nothing was visible. 
By 5 a.m. it began to clear, and from Hill 113 it could be 
seen that the enemy was massing at the village of Sakaiza. 
Tents were struck and the trenches quickly manned, Ihc 
cold morning air refreshing the men, tired out Avith con- 
tinued outpost work. The mist lifted, and above the 
horizon of the Pacific Ocean appeared the copper-red 
segment of the rising sun. The enemy’s artillery fire 
began to develop about 5.30 a.m., and the day’s fighting 
commenced upon Hills 94 and 125, the former being seized 
by the enemy. We allowed them to mass there, and then 
swept them off ngain by onr fire from Hill 125. At seven 
o’clock fifteen companies could be seen advancing in 
columns in the vallc}^ near the village of Khukhaia, close 
to Upilazy. They were moving towards Hill 125, and as 
soon as they came under fire they could be seen to extend 
in successive lines, one battalion remaining in reserve. 
Having extended, they steadily^ and quickly advanced to 
the attack in eleven lines. The distance between their 
firing-line and Plill 125 quickly decreased. Our men 
calmly watched them advancing. 

‘ Don’t fire without the order,’ said the officer in 
command,. 

“ Wait for the word of command/ repeated the section 
commanders. 

^ Twelve hundred !’ 

* Twelve hundred / again echoed the section leaders. 

The men were dying to fire, but waited quietly, though 

the shrapnel was screaming over them. 

* Section, present — fire !’ 

' Section, present—fire !’ 
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Volio}/ followed volley, and the machine-guns vomited 
bullets. The enemy’s firing-line could be seen to falter; 
then the second line melted into it. On they came. Our 
volleys rang out more frequcntlj/, but did not stop the 
advance; the third line melted into the remnants of the 
first two. Over our heads shots were screaming and on 
all sides wounded men were groaning; but the others 
paid no attention : they heard nothing but 

' Section, present — fire !’ 

The Japanese were now close. As a line began to 
waver, it was reinforced and carried forward by the next 
in rear, and so it went on, fresh lines after lines appear- 
ing as if there was no end to them. Their firing-line now 
began to crawl up the hill from all sides. Volleys gave 
way to ^ independent ’ — crack, crack, crack all round, and 
the deafening rat-tat-tat of the machine-gun. Now the 
range was point-blank, the crew of our machine-gun were 
all down — but — the enemy were repulsed. While they 
gathered down below for a fresh effort, their guns poured 
a hail of high-explosive shell on to our trenches, and did 
their work so well that our trenches were thick with 
wounded. Their infantry rallied, and again came on in 
swarms. At noon, though we had only 40 men left out of 
150, our men gallantly held their ground. The foe crawled 
up on all sides ; they showed up on the ridge, and dashed 
in with the bayonet. One of them, mad with fanaticism, 
got on to the top, shouting: * How are you, Russkys?’ 

‘ Good-bye, Japanese/ was the answer given, as a 
ba3mnet was driven through his body, and he was hurled 
—a flabby mass — over the edge. But now the hill was 
surrounded on all sides, and it was impossible to hold 
out much longer. Biirnevitch sent for rcinfoi'ccments, and 
the men, expecting that they would come every momentj 
held out for another hour. Notwithstanding their numf- 
bers, the enemy could not gain the hill. At last an order 
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was received from Colonel Savitsk}^ to retire ’ on to 
Height 113, The witlidrawal was effected, and then the 
men worked right through the night to make cover, having 
during the day learnt the Veduo of good bomb-proofs 
— if they would not give protection from high-ex- 
plosive shells, they would at least save them from the 
splinters. 

As soon as it began to get light the outpost line, which 
had been thrown out the evening before round Hill 113, 
was called in, and, in expectation of a repetition of the 
previous day's artillery slaughter, the men were told to take 
cover in the bomb-proofs. Those destroyed by yesterday’s 
fire had been repaired during the night, for it was recog- 
nised that this Hill 113 was the key to the Suantsegan 
position. At 5 a.m. on the 27th the first shot was fired 
by a Japanese battery in action behind Inchenzy Station, 
and the second day’s battle had begun. Thinking that 
we liEid abandoned the hill, the enemy’s infantry advanced 
to take it, but being burled back by volleys at dose range, 
they retired to a distance and their guns got to work, and 
so the bombardment continued till i p.m., their gunboats 
assisting. 

The battle for possession of these hills was severe, 
and the coolness of our men. was remarkable. If any 
of them ran away or if any panic set in, it was the 
fault of the officers, for any officer whom the men respect 
and love in peace-time can rely on their steadiness in war. 
How many Russian officers know and care for their men ? 
For some reason or other they rarely mix among them 
and know nothing of them or their habits, and bitter are 
the fruits they reap in war. 

In two hours not a vestige of trench remained- The 
bomb-proofs had kept out the field-gun shells, but were 
useless against the high explosive. At last an order was 
received that the little force on Hill 113 was to retire, 
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and taking tlieir dead and wounded, they made their way 
back under a heavy shrapnel lire. So it went on — the 
enemy presbing — gradual retirements by us from hill to 
hill. At night, when the fighting ceased, we were holding 
the line of Hills 139, ray and Upila^y, Star after star came 
out and twinkled in the darkening sky, looking down on the 
awful shambles, while General Stossel, intoxicated with 
the ' success ' of the two-day battle, congratulated every- 
one, ordered the bands to play and the troops to 
cheer, and himself left Seven-nhle Station for Arthur 
to rest* 

At a council of war in the evening it was decided 
to accept battle on the third day. But not a single 
unit was sent up to the front, the condition of the 
line on the right on which the real weight of the 
fighting had fallen was not ascertained. There was no 
co-ordination as regards command. Each acted inde- 
pendently— Fock on his own account, Kondratenko on 
his. The only cohesion was expressed in Stossels 
categorical order Ho hold on.' Thai all the * big wigs' 
expected ns to hold on next day is clear from the fact 
that when Stossel left after supper that night for Arthur, 
he made his favourite Savitsky promise to come into 
Arthur next day to celebrate his ' name’s day.’ With 
the departure of the Officer Commanding the District, the 
staff rested on its laurels and did not worry about 
arranging fur a retirement. The officers commanding 
independent units and sections of the line had no idea 
what to do in the event of the unexpected happening, and 
as our lino was spread out for twelve miles in hill country^ 
the unexpected was, to be paradoxical, to be expected 
The troops themselves never dreamed that the morning 
would see a retirement : they were full of confidence aud^ 
forgiving him his mistake at Kinchou, still believed in 
Fock. 
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Their conlidence was entirely misplaccLl, however, for 
though the General had agiecd at the Council of War to 
continue lighting on the thiid day, he did not do so. 
He suddenly retired. 

Koiidiatcnko had been ordered to hold on to the right 
Hank, which, had he been reinforced, he would have 
done. I'his sudden retreat of the left therefore might 
have left him entirely unsupported, and have resulted in 
the annihilation of his force which would have been taken 
in flank. 

Daybreak came ; the telephone rang, and orderlies 
rode up with the order to retire! This order and the 
suddenness wdth which it was delivered stunned the force 
on the left tlank, who so little expected it. Confidence 
turned to fear, fear to disorder — so much so that the 
withdrawal turned into a panic-stricken rush to the rear, 
similar to the retreat to Nangalin. 

How different from Kondratenko’s orderly retirement ! 

All round for many miles was now a scene of complete 
disorder. Units, not having received any orders, retreated 
as each of their commanding officers thought be^st. It 
was a case of every one for himself j and to do full justice 
to the younger commanders and to the men, I should say 
that the fact that this retirement did not in all cases turn 
into a shameful and panic-stricken flight was largely due to 
them : that things were not worse was also greatly due to 
the indecision shown by the enemy. Had they cnergeticcilly 
pursued, as they did on the right flank, indiviiiual 
commanding officers could not in the surrounding chaos 
have prevented a panic, and the troops, with Fock at 
their head, would have passed by Wolfs Hills and 
have appeared in Arthur that evening. Despite his 
extreme dislike for the Wolfs Hills position, the 
enemy indecision compelled Fock to occupy it, but only 
temporarily. 
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Their conlidence was entirely misplaced, liowever, for 
tlioiigh the General had agreed at the Council of War to 
continue lighting on the third day, he did not do so. 
He suddenly retired. 

Koiidratenko had been ordered to hold on to the right 
Hank, vvhich, had he been reinforced, he would liave 
done. This sudden retreat of the left therefore might 
have left him entirely unsupported, and have resulted in 
the annihilation of his force which would have been taken 
in flank. 

Daybreak came ; the telephone rang, and orderlies 
rode up with the order to retire ! This order and the 
suddenness with which it was delivered stunned the force 
on the left flank, who so little expected it. Confidence 
turned to fear, fear to disorder — so much so that the 
withdrawal turned into a panic-stricken rush to the rear, 
similar to the retreat to Nangalin. 

How different from Kondratenko’s orderly retirement ! 

All round for many miles was now a scene of complete 
disorder. Units, not having received any orders, retreated 
as each of their commanding officers thought best. It 
was a case of every one for himself; and to do full justice 
to the younger commanders and to the men, I should say 
that the fact that this retirement did not in all cases turn 
into a shameful and panic-stricken flight was largely due to 
them : that things were not worse was also greatly due to 
the indecision shown by the enemy. Had they energetically 
pursued, as they did on the right flank, individual 
commanding officers could not in the surrounding chaos 
have prevented a panic, and the troops, with Fock at 
their head, would have passed by Wolfs Hills and 
have appeared in Arthur that evening. Despite his 
extreme dislike for the Wolfs Hills position, the 
enemy^s indecision compelled Fock to occupy it, but only 
temporarily. 
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quickly and easily obtained: their hinders were competent 
and trusted. Indeed, from the time of their landing in the 
peninsula things had gone without a hitch. At dawn on 
the 2gth they commenced a forward movement. In 
front of us, taller than a man's height, grew the dense 
kiaoling : it was so high that it was only by the wavy 
movement of its siuface that i( was possible to tell if the 
enemy were there. All we could do was to fire volleys 
into it; but whenever ue thought we must have done 
much damage — there was the movement again. In one 
place they got up so close that it was only by the 
great gallantry of our infantry that our guns escaped 
capture. 

On July 2g we had the following order: 

* Colonel Grigorenko and the officers under him will be 
good enough to arrange for the immediate construction of 
durable bomb-proofs on Wolfs Hills. Even though 
they work twenty four hours in the day, this must bei 
done, as it is vitally important. 

‘ (Signed by order). 

' Reuss, Colonel, 

^ Chief of the Staff.' 

No head cover had been provided along the line of 
improvised trenches, and but few paths had been made 
on the slopes. The enemy were concentrating steadily, 
at any minute the artillery preparation might commence, 
and then the assault would follow. Everything pointed 
to an immediate attack, and yet here was our staff, in 
their usual short-sighted manner, writing of bomb-proofs 
— bomb-proofs whose construction required much labour 
and time. This order made many think that the authori- 
ties had decided to hold the positions for good [especially 
as a long line of two- wheeled carts left Arthur with wood, 
rails, and iron-sheeting], and the men set to work to carry 
it out, but they had no time. At 2 a.m. on the 30th the 
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Japanese, taking advantage of the natural cover afforded 
by the crops, attacked in force, and before it was properl3^ 
light the assault was in full swing. The assaulting 
columns hid in the kiaoling, and our men in the trenches 
at the foot of the hills could see nothing but the sea 
of grain in front of them until the waving stalks parted 
and the enemy suddenly dashed out. 

Blinded and shut in as they were, subject to heavy 
shrapnel and high-explosive shell-fire, and with an unseen 
enemy at close quarters, would it have been surprising if 
our men had fled in panic? Talking afterwards to 
prisoners, the Japanese officers said openly that if they 
themselves had been entrusted with the organization of 
the defence of these hills, and told to make it as easy as 
possible for the attackers, they could not have done it 
better than we Russians had done it for them. As soon 
as the assault began Colonel Laperoff poured a hot 
fire into the assaulting columns from his guns above, 
which caused the Japanese heavy losses, in spite of their 
invisibility. But they came on irresistibly, and by mid- 
day our retirement had begun. They forced in par- 
ticular that portion of the line held by the 13 th East 
Siberian Rifle Regiment. In the afternoon, when the assault 
was pressed with greater fury, our troops began to quit 
the position so hurriedly that the guns were left without 
infantry escort, and nearly fell into the enemy’s hands. 
This all happened in sight of the permanent forts of 
Port Arthur. As Wolfs Hills were so close to the ra3^on 
of the Fortress, we might have been protected by its 
heavy guns, which could have shelled the enemy in 
front of this position and more or less have paralysed his 
advance by enfilade fire from the north-east front. But, 
thanks to the plan of retirement not having been com-' 
miinlcated to Smirnoff, the batteries and forts of I^ort 
Arthur did not co-operate in the action. 


g— 2 
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Having sei;^ed Wolfs Hills, the enemy did not pursue 
further. This caution was quite coinprehcnsiblo, as 
directly in rear of these were a number of exposed de- 
pressions, where they would have come under the lire of 
the Fortress guns. 

With the loss of this position began the close investment 
of Port Arthur* 



CHAPTER XXII 


5TOS5EL HOIST BY HIS OWN PETARD 

The following order (No. 439) was published on the 29th 
by General Stossel : 

‘To-day the enemy attacked the position held by the 
13th East Siberian Rifle Regiment and 4th Reserve 
Battalion in force, and crept up on to Wolfs Hills, but 
were hurled back by our guns. Nevertheless, it was impos- 
sible for us to hold the position longer, owing to the lack 
of frontal communications and the number of ravines, 
which made the enemy’s advance easier, and another 
position has been taken up from Pan-lun-shan, through 
Temple and Water-Supply Redoubts.’ 

From this order it might be imagined that the enemy 
had been defeated, and that we had evacuted Wolfs 
Hills of our own accord, merely to occupy a new and 
more advantageous line. That we had retired, badly 
pressed by the enemy and in complete disorder, does not 
admit of the slightest doubt. 

Had Stossel only conceived what was really in store for 
Port Arthur, instead of being so firmly convinced that 
speedy relief was coining from the north, he would by 
now have been with the 3rd Siberian Corps awaiting him 
up there. Pie had received a telegram from Kuropat- 
kin, dated June 18, in which he was ordered immediately 
to hand over the command to Smirnoff, and to leave Port 
Arthur in a cruiser. Plad he obeyed this order, it would 
have meant disgrace ; on the other hand, if he stayed, 
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even in defiance of orders, there was reason to suspect 
that one victory over the enemy would have reinstated 
him. He stayed. It was certain that some of the 
assaults before the relief would be repulsed, and for this 
he wished to obtain the credit ; by that time Kuropat- 
kin would arrive — a month earlier or later would not 
matter — and would relieve the besieged town. Once that 
happened, Stossel would be the saviour of Port Arthur. 
He would have succeeded in defending the Fortress, and no 
blame of his actions would get a hearing. Nothing 
succeeds like success. 

On the 31st Stbssel issued two interesting orders : 


' The enemy is landing considerable numbers of troops 
from ten ships hidden in Louisa Bay, whence they arc 
marching through the water to Pigeon Bay, Apparently 
they mean to attack the western front. From a letter found 
on a dead Japanese officer, it is evident that they intend, 
if possible, to take Port Arthur by August 10. I presume 
they will attempt an assault. I am convinced that the 
gallantry of the brave men under my command will 
repulse the enemy.’ 

In this order it will be noticed that a more humble tone 
was adopted. Stossel was convinced that the assault 
would be on the western front of Angle Hills and Liao- 
tieh-shan, and he set to work to build Fort No. 6, at 
enormous cost. 

The second order (No. 441) read : 

* Commanding Officers and Officers! we are now stand- 
ing in front of the Fortress, on the last of the previously 
fortified advanced positions. . . 

Xde and General Fock always thought that Angle Hill 
was not an advanced position of the Fortress, but was quite 
outside of it. With the original impracticable polygon of 
the Fortress — not in the least corresponding to the condi- 
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tions of the ground— the fortification of Angle Hill, as a 
position of the enceinte, was a necessity, A glance at the 
map will at once show that 203 Metre Hill, and then Angle 
Hill, literally cry aloud to be fortified carefully and with 
permanent works. On the latter should have been a 
permanent fort, on the former fortifications of strong 
profile. 

As a matter of fact, on Angle Hill w^e only succeeded 
in tracing oiit fortifications for a weak armament, while 
on to 203 Metre Hill a road was made, and materials and 
guns were taken up. It should be remembered that it 
was Velichko himself, one of the most noted military 
engineers in Russia, who drew out plans for the original 
polygon. To return to the order : 

' Remember what this means. It means that you 
must at all costs check the enemy, and not let him reach 
the forts of the Fortress- I have i*eason to believe that 
they will attack over the open in order to gain time, 
which for them, is all-important. The assault must be 
repulsed. It will fall on the advanced positions, and 
you, gentlemen, on these positions must not for a 
moment dream of letting them break through, though 
the assault be, as is probable, at night. You must 
remain at your posts alive or dead. You must hold the 
enemy till dawn ; if they do not retire then the Fortress 
will finish them, Remember that you are glorious Russian 
soldiers.’ 

General Stdssel was of opinion that his troops had not 
yet come within the confines of the Fortress, and were 
holding the last positions outside it. This order was, 
therefore, a District Order. As a matter of fact, with the 
loss of Wolfs Hills the investment of the Fortress proper 
bad begun, and by the Regulations for the Guidance of 
Commanders of Fortresses the Commandant of the Forfye^s 
was now in supreme command. Accordingly, Stossel, 
having given up his district, and retired with his force 
within the enceinte of Port Arthur, should have been 
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Subordinate to the Commandant. The Commandant of 
the Fortress, Smirnoff, imagining that, from the moment 
the troops entered into the Fortress he was in sole 
command, issued an order on July 31, which, in conjunc- 
tion with what General Stossel had written, gave the 
impression that we had two commanders in the one 
fortress. It was a bad omen. Stossel considered that he 
was still operating in the district ; Smirnoff, considering 
that Angle Hill, Ta-ku-shan, and Sia-gu>shan were the 
advanced positions of the Fortress proper, assumed that 
the blockade had begun, and therefore that all the troops 
were subordinate to him. On reading the order issued 
by Stossel, Smirnoff protested, but not very forcibly. 
Why? Because he had not the smallest idea that a 
telegram (that of June 18) from the Commander-in- Chief 
had been hidden from him, or that Stossel had been 
ordered to leave Arthur and hand over the command 
to him. 

Stdssel was now in rather a quandary. He still hoped, 
of course, that Kuiopatidn would listen to and grant his 
petition, or at least give consent by silence; but at the 
same time he knew that, in the event of Kiiropatkin’s 
original order being confirmed, there was an end to his 
dream of glory, for he would have to leave Poit Arthur 
in disgrace. If a grand attack, however, should occur 
while he retained command, and be repulsed, he would be 
saved. So, characteristically, he now after this protest 
began to ^ hedge’ and make friends with Smirnoff. He 
visited the latter, and said openly: "Well, my duty is 
over now. It is for you to act, and I won’t interfere 
with you in any way. The whole defence is absolutely 
in your hands.’ 

Smirnoff, in ignorance of Lhe hidden telegram, had 
every reason to believe in Stossel’s sincerity. It never, 

See p. 174. 
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of course^ entered his head that the other was playing 
a waiting game. Every one was convinced that when the 
news of the rapid loss of the district which had been 
entrusted to Stossel reached the Commander-in-Chief 
and St. Petersburg, he would be shorn of all authority, 
and everything would be given into General Smirnoff's 
hands. Every one was also certain that, once the ‘ District ’ 
ceased to exist and its troops came into the Fortress, they 
came under the direct orders of the Commandant, and 
therefore Stossel, having neither district nor troops, 
had no power. Besides the simple logical issue, there 
was another and more material reason for supposing that 
Smirnoff, with the cessation of operations in the district, 
would assume complete control : this was based on an 
article in the military regulations, in which it is laid down 
that the Commandant of a besieged fortress must not 
subordinate himself to the Commander-in-Chief of the 
field army, but must act as he thinks best — as the person 
most conversant with the defence of the fortress. Un- 
luckily in our particular case, thanks to the complicated 
circumstances, to this paragraph was added a rider — 
an Imperial order, which clearly defined that the Com- 
mandant of Port Arthur was subordinate to the Officer 
Commanding the District ; but, of course, when this was 
written it was only intended to mean before the com- 
mencement of military operations. Stossel and his Chief 
of the Staff were unable to justify any part for themselves 
to play in the Fortress once the district had ceased to 
exist ; they appeared in it as stars, and, as there was 
already a Commandant and a Staff existing, they did 
not know what to do. They well knew that they were 
not competent to conduct its defence. While waiting 
for the Commander-in-Chief’s answer, they busied them- 
selves with writing the most voluminous orders, which, if 
things went right for them, would be conclusive evidence 
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of the minute care with which they had gone into every 
detail of the defence. 

At last, with the close investment, the time had come 
when General Smirnoff could speak with the authority 
of the commandant of a besieged fortress; the moment 
had come when he should free himself for ever from 
Stossel’s encroachment and attempts to usurp his authority, 
Though he knew nothing of the concealed telegram, yet, 
as the absolute master of the Fortress, being well aware 
of the work done by the ‘ band of heroes,’ and therefore 
of the demoralizing and harmful influence exercised 
by the Generals in the defence, he ought to have stated 
categorically in Orders that, in accordance with the 
regulations, he had assumed sole command, and that 
any harmful interference in the sphere of his duties or 
authority, or any encroachment on them, would be tried 
according to military law in the field, and reported to 
the Commander-in-Chief. General Smirnoff did not do 
this. Notwithstanding his great strength of will and 
firmness, he was a true Slav. With all his brilliant 
qualities as a strategist, tactician, and administrator, he 
had not sufficient decision to run counter to an Imperial 
order — the order which had placed him subordinate to 
Stossel. Though he never lost his head in the most 
difficult crisis, and impressed every one by his coolness 
and presence of mind, yet he could not decide to take this 
all-important step — a step which would have spared 
Russia the shame of the premature capitulation. He let 
the present opportunity slip, and subsequent events, which 
unexpectedly developed, tied his hands. Later he was 
powerless to control Stossel ; then the only thing left was 
to arrest him and Fock just before the surrender. He 
failed at the critical moment to play his cards properly, 
and for his lack of decision paid bitterly. 

And so Wolfs Hills had passed into the possession of 
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the enemy. With glasses numbers of them could be 
seen constructing batteries. Ta-ku-shan and Sia-gu-shan 
could not long hold out, being liable to be shelled from 
front and ilank from Wolf’s Hills. The operations on the 
advanced positions were over, and the enemy had reached 
the forts. 



CHAPTER XXIII 

THE LOSS OF TA-KU-SHAN HILL 

And so the strict blockade of the Fortress, which we had 
dreaded, had now commenced in grim reality. No sooner 
had we abandoned Wolf’s Hills than the civil popula- 
tion, who felt sure that the fall of the Fortress itself could 
not now be long postponed, were sciz:ed with fresh panic* 
They had lost confidence in our power of resistance, and 
those who could afford it, at once took steps to charter 
Chinese junks for their conveyance to Chifii, The 
District Staff, being incapable of dealing with the situation, 
said, in reply to all inquiries, that they had nothing to do 
with the civil population, who should go to the Com- 
mandant. Every one, accordingly, hurried to the Fortress 
Staff Office, where those who had the right to go away 
were at once given permission to leave, and we, accord- 
ingly, soon saw a long line of carriages stretching along 
the road to Pigeon Bay. The majority of these, however, 
returned after a few days, as the Japanese would allow no 
junks to leave. A few did succeed in evading the enemy’s 
guard-ships and got away to sea ; the others were stopped 
and had to make for land. 

Meanwhile there was no news from the north* 

On August 4 v/e had the usual church parade and 
march past, and the usual martial speech to the troops 
from General StosseL The sun was shining, and to see 
this collection of gaily-dressed ladies and glittering 
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uniforms, one would not have said that an enemy was 
crouching below the hills within view of the heedless 
crowd. Its indifference was curious. Was it submission 
to fate, trust in lack, or stupidity? 

The first bombardment from the land side began 
suddenly on August 7. It was a glorious day, and the 
churches were filled with crowds attending a service to pray 
for the safety of Port Arthur, when the booming of guns 
and shriek of shells commenced. Alarm was at once visible 
among the kneeling congregation, who got up, then again 
knelt down. The priest in a trembling voice brought the 
service to an abrupt end, and every one dispersed in search 
of safety. The bombardment continued all day, though 
doing little material damage. 

Next morning, from 2 to 5 a.m., wc heard heavy 
musketry fire from the direction of Ta-ku-shan: the enemy, 
leaving the town and the main defences in peace, were 
turning their attention to it. This hill corresponded in 
the east to 203 Metre Hill in the west, and was equally 
important and equally unfortified. It and Sia-ginshan, the 
natural forts of Arthur on the eastern front, had a bad time. 
In the first place, they had not been made the most of, for 
in the original plan of defence of Port Arthur they had not 
been thought to be important points, and so had been 
neither fortified nor armed as their position with regard 
to the Fortress warranted, and Smirnoff had only recently 
succeeded in arming them to a small extent. In the 
second place, they became, after the abandonment of 
WolPs Hills, open to flanking fire, and therefore un- 
tenable- The companies of the 13th East Siberian 
Rifle Regiment sent there went literally to their death, 
but, together with the gunners, they held on as long as 
possible. As Ta-ku-shan was not a fort or even a semi- 
permanent work, but only an artillery position, without case- 
mates or splinter-proofs in which the defenders could get 
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protection eluting the artillery prepaiation, it can be easily 
imagined ^^hai the place was like when the enemy luinccl 
on to it the fire of both big and small guns- At eight in 
the evening the last small force on the right flank retired 
behind the main line of works after a desperate fight. 
The Japanese attacked fiercely in dense masses, and also 
pounded tlic whole of the eastern front, as well as some 
of the shore batteries. When they at length did succeed 
in getting possession of Ta-ku-shan and Sia-g\i-shan, after 
heavy loss, we in our turn concentrated such a heavy gun-- 
fire on those hills that thc3' were unable to effect their 
object of building batteries- 

Later in the evening I climbed up on to Golden Hill 
Battery to see what was to be seen. During supper a 
telephone message was received instructing us to open 
fire at once on Ta-ku-shan, firing at intervals of five 
minutes^ Captain Zeitz, who was in command, immedi- 
ately set to work at the chart and got out the range. 
Above, men began moving about the guns, while we 
remained below, silting in the concrete casemate, which, 
in spite of its solidity, had been penetrated by a 12-inch 
shell during the sea bombardment. "When after five 
minutes the battery opened fire with its ii-inch monsters 
the lamps in the casemate were at once extinguished, and 
several of the table utensils were smashed by the blast 
through the open hatch. Hatches and doors were then 
shut, but to little purpose, for almost every discharge 
put out the lights and the noise was deafening. I went 
up on to the battery, and found it quite dark, though 
the howitzers, their muzzles cocked up, show^ed clearly 
against the white masonry. The howitzer crews were 
moving about with lanterns. 

‘ Number x !’ A streak of flame, a stunning roar, and 
away sped the steel messenger with its ever-lessening 
scream up into the air. 
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Down below in the caseinate the telephone inng. 

^Shoii, sir. Please shell the slopes towards the enemy,’ 
was the message. 

' Number 2 1’ Again the roar and shock. 

One could scarcely distinguish the shots being fired 
from the nGighl:)ouring sea batteries. Uncle Moshinsky 
had opened fire, and, further off, Cape Flat and Cross Hill 
also ; in fact, the whole front was rumbling with noise, 

^Sir, that shell fell on the saddle of Ta-ku-shan. You 
are requested to shell the slopes towards the enemy ^ again 
came on the telephone. Captain 2eitz ran down below 
into the casemate. After consulting the outspread map, 
he dashed up again and altered the sighting. 

' Number 3 !’ Every five minutes a shot boomed 
out. 

Going to the edge of the glacis, I looked over the steep 
precipice dropping down to the water. On the sea every*- 
thing was quiet ; the horizon was clear, and nothing was to 
be seen on the watery expanse lit up by the searchlights, 
Turning round, I saw the smooth edge of the hill ; at an 
equal distance one from another, the four evil-looking 
mouths of the howiLzers. Two minutes had passed since 
the last shot; everything in the battery was quiet and dark, 
and I w^as alone on the glacis. Down below stretched 
the town, buried in darkness, with no sign of light or life 
in street or house ; it might have been a city of the dead. 
Suddenly the battery was lighted up as if it were day : a 
pillar of flame flashed from the mouth of one of the 
howitzers, and the blast swept up the pebbles from the 
ground and hurled them over the cliff. 

I went back into the casemate, and found it hot and 
stuffy. The majority of officers were lying down, as was 
every one in the battery above, with the exception of 
Zeitz; but it was impossible to sleep, because of the 
deafening noise of each shot. I sat down to the table 
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dose to a lamp and began to read over my daily ‘Nows’ 
for the Novy Kyy. The telephone rang, and orders came 
that we were to cease fire for half an hour. In the dis- 
tance shots became fewer and fewer, and in the battery 
noise gave place to silence. For three hours incessantly 
the wdrolc of the shore front from Golden Hill had bellowed 
at Ta-ku-shan. 

Next day I was permitted to accompany General 
Smirnoff upon his inspection, and had the good hick to 
witness our attempt to recapture Ta'-ku-shan. Before 
giving me permission to accompany him, however, he 
warned me that by being with him I should probably earn 
StossePs ill-will. We first visited A Battery, where the 
garrison was taking cover from the enemy’s rifle fire, and 
whence we could see the Japs moving about on the hilL 
Having given his instructions here, the General rode on, 
and we descended along the road leading from the Fortress 
into Dalny, where we found ourselves exposed to Ta-kn- 
shan, and bullets whistled overhead one after another. 
Smirnoff began to go slower, as if on purpose. Passing 
through the deep ravine towards B Battery, we saw a 
group of officers in the distance, amongst whom was 
General Gorbatovsky. On reaching the battery General 
Smirnoff gave orders for all the guns on the eastern front 
to open fire immediately, and for the companies which had 
been told off to advance and attack Ta-ku-shan. On the 
hill itself nothing was now visible; the Japanese had 
hidden. Our batteries were covering it with shrapnel 
and common shell, which we could see bursting on the 
slopes. 

'Colonel Tokhateloff, order the batteries to shell the 
top of the hill and behind it: there is certain to be a 
number of the enemy there. What is the good of firing 
on the near slope?’ said Smirnoff, 

The Colonel dashed down into the casemate. Pie tried 
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to telephone to the further batteries, but could not manage 
it, as the central exchange would not answer. 

^ Put me on to A Battery ! A Battery I I say, arc j^ou 
all mad ? A Battery ! A ! A ! A !’ 

At last the exchange replied, but time was flying, and 
the shells, instead of bursting on the top of the position, 
were still falling on the near slopes. At last those from 
A Battery began to reach the saddle of the hill. 

‘Ahl that’s right; but only one battery has got the 
range. Pass the word to the others at once. What are 
they looking at ?’ said Smirnoff, getting angry. 

Tokhateloff was beside himself; he shouted from the 
top to the nearest battery, and gave orders to transmit by 
semaphore. At last they alP concentrated their fire on 
the top of the hill. 

It was here and now that I for the first time realued prac- 
tically the splendid inefficiency of our Fortress telephone 
S3^stem. Owing to its construction, the officer command- 
ing a section of the Fortress artillery not onl}^ was unable 
to issue simultaneous orders to all the batteries under 
him, but could not even get through quickly to any one of 
them. lu the central exchange they well knew that the 
Commandant himself was in B Battery on this occasion, 
and was personally directing the fire. And if it was not 
even possible for him to issue urgent orders in such a 
case, what must have happened when a mere section 
commander wanted to transmit an important order to one 
of the batteries under him ? In some cases messengers 
actually went and returned before the stations were con- , 
nected through. 

The sun was fairly high when our infantry firing-line 
got near to the foot of the hill. Our artillery, fife - had ; 
intensified to prepare their Avay, and the bill-top was f 
hidden by bursting shell. The moment for the: assault 
was at hand, and we: - all nervously Watched the attacking : 
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columns. By middny they had begun to ascend the hill, 
and were with difficulty climbing up the spurs undex- a 
burning sun. 

‘ Colonel Tokhatelofl', tell the guns to cease fire,’ said 
Smirnoff. Again the Colonel dashed down to carry out 
the order, a by no means easy task for a corpulent person 
like himself, and after a long time at the telephone, and 
much semaphoring, the fire gradually began to stop. 

The interesting phase of the attack had begun, and 
in the battery and far beyond, to left and to right, there 
was the silence of expectation — the attention of the whole 
front was directed on the hill, of which our infantry had 
now seized half. We could see them crawling up higher 
and higher. Suddenly, from a ravine on the left slope of 
the hill appeared a column of the enemy, which quickly 
moved against the flank of our infantry, who, not seeing 
them, continued to press upwards. 

‘ Sir, sir,’ shouted every one, ‘ look ! there are the 
Japanese !' 

Open fire with shrapnel,’ commanded Smirnoff. We 
watched the Japanese intently, and could clearly see them 
climbing up, with an officer in front waving a sword. 

' Open fire, open fire quickly ; a good shot would mow 
them down/ said Smirnoff angrily. 

Captain Vakhneieff tried to get the range. 

^ No. I !’ It was short, 

^No. 2 b 

^No. 3!’ 

Still they dashed forward, though some were seen to fall. 

^ Why are the other batteries silent ? Pass the word to 
the other batteries/ shouted Gorbatovsky. 

Behind us .Zaliterny Battery, high up on the hill, 
opened fire, as did one other battery on the left. But 
further to the left and on the right there was silence ; 
either these batteries did not see the enemy, or they 
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were asleep. Colonel Tokhatcloff, despairinj.; of trans- 
mitting the necessary order by telephone, ran out to the 
gorge of the battery and shouted as loudly as he could 
and semaphored to them : 

' Fire on the column — on the C-O-L-U-M-N — F-FR-E !’ 

The fire gradually increased, and shrapnel after shrapnel 
tore after the Japanese, but it was late ; they had got 
cover behind an outlying spur. Our men were still 
climbing up — on and on — they would soon be near the 
top ! But they never reached it, for the enemy were too 
cunning. The moment the attackers became exposed, a 
ring of musketry fire burst out from the summit. Some 
of our men fell back, retreating right away clown the hill ; 
others could be seen to halt, take cover behind the rocks 
and folds of the ground, and to crawl along the hollows. 
More men came up from behiz’id, but it was no good ; they 
stopped gradually, and crawled downwards one by one. 
The attempt had failed. 

The attack of this huge hill could never have succeeded 
by daylight, nor should it have been undertaken ^^■ith so 
few men. To take it, a much larger force — at least one 
regiment — should have been sent ; but although advised of 
this, General Stossel would have his way. He considered 
that he knew best, and he alone was responsible for the 
failure. 

Evening came on, and, according to the intelligence 
reports of the Chinese, there seemed every reason to 
believe that the Japanese would make a general attack 
that night. This information was common knowledge, and 
no one looked forw^ard to the coming of night ; we ex- 
pected an assault, but knew not where the chief blow 
would fall. However, Chinese information was always 
most inaccurate and confused, and did not justify the 
reliance we placed in it. 

The morning after this fight the Japanese did a thing 
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which surprised us : they fired on a small party of our 
stretcher-bearers which had gone out to pick up a wounded 
naan who had Iain all night on the slope of the hill, and 
succeeded in again wounding him and also one of the 
bearers— an action as disgusting as it w^as incompre- 
hensible. 

The bombardment of Arthur by land was now sys- 
tematic, lasting generall\' from 7 a.m. till ii or 12 noon, 
and then again from 2 or 3 p.m. to 6 or 7 p.m. The 
shooting was apparently carried out by ' squares/ as all 
shells fired at the same lime, fell into a comparatively 
small space. The}" did their best to destroy the fleet, the 
port, and the harbour workshops, and their shooting w^as 
50 good that after two or three ‘ overs ’ and ‘shorts' they 
were able to get on. 

And now a word as to the press censorship in the 
Fortress. From August 9 right up to September 8 the 
Kry printed my notes, under the heading * News of 
the A^ovy Kry A These notes were based entirely on per- 
sonal observations or ou information received by me in the 
Fortress Staff Office. the direction of the Com- 

mandant and with the knowledge of Stossel and Keuss, 
the following procedure was observed.^ Every dayq after 
going round the line ot defences, I went to the Fortress 
Staff Office, w'here I was given all the telephone messages 
of the preceding twenty-four hours up to tw'clvc noon 
that day. 1 busied myself with this budget in the office 
of the Chief of the Staff, in his presence, and under the 
supervision of Lieutenants Kniazeff or Hammer. 

When my account was ready I handed it to Colonel 
Khvostoff for him to see, and everything that I said relating 
to the operations of the fleet was given to Lieutenant 
Mackalinsky of the Navy, attached to the Fortress Staff, to 

^ Geneial Stossel was always very well informed of everything 
that happened m the Fortress Staff Office. 
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look through. These two then deleted such parts of it as, 
in their opinion, ought not to be pul:)lishcd, and at once 
returned it to me w ith permission to send lo press. I then 
despatched it by my orderly to Colonel Artemieff in the 
Editor’s Office, who in his turn cut out such parts as 
seemed to him suspicious-- parts to which objection 
might be taken liy the censors. After he had done this — it 
always had to be done by him personally — the manuscript 
was sent to be set up. Two corrected proofs were sent, 
one to General vStosscl’s Office and one to the Naval Office, 
to be censored. The proofs, when signed by the censors, 
w'orc returned to the printing-offices, where they were 
checked by the assistant editor, and sent by him to the 
type-room to be amendedn Thence a revised proof was 
sent to the editor for checking with the censors’ original 
remarks. It was only after very careful checking of this 
revised proof wfith the original that Colonel Artemieff pci - 
mitted it to be printed. 

See wdiat an amount of correction and checking my 
‘News’ was subjected to before it reached the reader. 
However, notwithstanding all this absurd severit)^— the 
almost impossible requirements of two censors, naval and 
military — General Stdssel deemed it so dangerous that lie 
stopped the publication of the Novy Kry for one month! 



CHAPTER XXIV 

THE SORTIE OF THE FLEET ON AUGUST 10 

For some time previous to the sortie of tlic fleet on 
August 10, Admiral Witgeft used to assemble conferences 
of the Admirals and Captains, at which the question of 
the fleet breaking througli to Vladivostock was thoroughly 
discussed. The majority were in favour of the fleet 
putting out to sea. Some urged that we should engage 
the enemy’s fleet, and at the same time operate by making 
a demonstration towards Dalny as the nearest of the 
fmemy’s naval bases. ' Others thought it more opportune 
to go out on to the line between Korea and Shantung, 
where, after a battle, the enemy* s communications between 
Japan and his army might be interrupted. This plan had 
the advantage that those of our ships which W’ere injured 
could return to Arthur for repairs. At a Council of War 
held on July i8 with regard to this question the majority 
had been opposed to a sortie, their chief arguments 
being that (r) the fleet would have to take away with 
it those of its guns which were being used on the land 
front, and this would reduce the power of the land defence 
by nearly 30 per cent. ; (2) its departure would have a 
bad effect on the moral of the garrison ; (3) most of our 
destroyers were unfit for a long voyage. Three weeks 
later, at a Council held on August 7, when it was evident 
that the enemy, by bombarding the harbour, could cause 
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gieat damage to tlic ships, not only above the -water-hne, 
hut below it, as in the case of the Retvmn, several of 
those who hitherto had been opposed to the plan of 
making for Vladivostock altered their opinion. 

The day befoie the fleet’s departure Rear-Admiral 
Grigorovitch pioposed to Admiral Witgeft, at first ver- 
bally, and afterwards on paper, that to force its way 
successfully to Vladivostock the fleet ought to be com- 
posed only of the fastest ships, and the slow ones — the 
Poltava and the Sevastopol — should be left in Arthur to 
strengthen the shore defences. Rear-Admiral Loschinsky 
supported this proposal ; but he developed the idea b}’ 
suggesting that when the squadron moved out of Arthur 
towards Shantung he, with the two battleships, four gun- 
boats, and ten destroyers, should make a demonstration 
towards Daln}^ If the larger part of the Japanese force 
followed the departing squadron, then his force would be 
able to bombard Dality, the naval and principal siippty 
base of the Japanese army. If by some mistake, or 
owing to other circumstances, the enemy’s main force 
attacked him, then, taking advantage of the mine defences 
and supported by the coast batteries, he would be able to 
engage the enemy’s force, although superior both in num- 
bers and strength, for a considerable time. Unfortunately, 
Witgeft did not agree. 

‘ M3" orders are to go to Vladivostock with the whole 
squadron, and this I shall do.’ 

If he had agreed to Grigorovitch’s proposal, Togo would 
not have had a balance of advantage, and his force, being 
split up by reason of the demonstration at Dalny, would 
have been weaker than ours. Our squadron would have 
successfully broken through to Vladivostock without serious 
injury, and Dalny would have been destroyed by Admiral 
Loschinsky, If only we had not let slip the excellent 
opportunities we had had for sinking the enemj^'s ships, 
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and moderately \\ ell trained. The education of the higher 
ranks in staff duties^ as well as their training in shooting, 
torpedo and other work^ \\'as so neglected that the 
majority of officers had but the vaguest notion of the 
practical application of theory, In most cases, owing to 
their constant transfer from one to another, they did not 
know even their ships. For three-quarters of the year 
these were in It arbour and hardly any cruising was done, 
while the officers were made to work so little that at the 
commencement of the war they did not even know^ the 
shores of the Kw^antun Peninsula, 

The return of the squadron with its mutilated hulls, 
battered funnels and masts, had a bad effect, and on all 
sides was heard, ^The end will now soon come!^ 



CHAPTER XXV 


OUR SECOND ATTACK ON TA-KU-SHAN — A FLAG OF TRUCE 

The daily land bombardment of the town and port made 
every one extremely jump}^ ; for after our fleet’s return it 
seemed likely that the Japanese would again bombard us 
from the sea, and then our position would not be enviable. 
There is nothing worse than uncertainty, and it was 
horrible work wail, wait, Avaiting, for decisive events, not 
knowing how, when, or where they would happen. 

On August III again accompanied Smirnoff — who was 
much depressed by the events of the previous day — on his 
tour of the defences, and witnessed from B battery our 
second attempt to recapture Ta-kivshan and Sia-gu-shan. 
As before, far too small a number of men w^ere told off for 
this attack, and, to make matters worse, by the time they 
had reached the foot of the hill they took the wrong 
direction. Smirnoff watched the failure of this second 
attack in silence, but his brow was black, for it was indeed 
a comedy that was being enacted before us. Was it wise 
to attack such high, precipitous hills with the few^est 
possible men, when the veriest tyro in military science 
knew that hills of such importance to us would be held to 
the last by the enemy ? While this foolery went on the 
Japanese steadil}^ pounded the town and port- 

At daybreak on the lath the bombardment of Angle 
Hill and a gradual advance of the enemy towards it 
commenced, Smirnoff placed Kondratenko in command 
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of the western front, while Fock was appointed to com- 
mand the general reserve. He himself, being convinced 
that the Japanese, forcing the points on Angle Hill, 
would sooner or later deliver their main assault on the 
salient angle of the north- cast front, turned all his atten- 
tion to it and to 203 Metro Hill on the west. Meanwhile, 
General Stussel seemed to be chiefly impressed \vith the 
impuitancc of not tiring the men. His anxiety on this 
account was evinced by his order of August 12 : 

"A tired soldier is always sleepy and dull. Men are not 
to be employed on fatigue for more than five hours in the 
twenty- f our d 

At this lime the enemy were putting the Iasi touches to 
the iron ring which was being welded round the Fortress, 
and their battciies were daily growing, while our defences 
were far from ready. If our men were compelled to woik 
hard, it \^7ls necessai^v They dug, dug, dug without end 
in the stony soil, but they did it that they might the more 
easily be able to repulse the assaults, and tliat they might 
get protection from the rain of iron and steel which during 
the five long mouths was to be showered on them wdth 
such wonderful generosity. This Nvas no time to think of 
resting : every moment was precious. The men reali^^ed 
it, and delved ceaseless!}', willingl5s knowing that the 
deeper the trenches, the better it w'ould be for them. But 
General Stossehs order had the evil effect on their spirit 
that might have been expected; for, after it, when men 
were urgently wanted for W'orking-parlies, their command- 
ing oflicers took advantage of it to protest direct to Stosscl 
that they were being overw^orked. 

General Smirnoff was much dissatisfied at this period 
with the fortification and work on 203 Metre Hilk This 
hill, which was destined to play such a fateful r 61 e in the 
defeaice of Arthur, was in the salient angle of the western 
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front, and its top, commanding the surrounding heights, 
overlooked the Fortress, the inner harbour, port, town, 
outer Roads, and the distant sea; yet it was armed only 
with four f)-inch guns. There were no masonry casements 
or earth bomb-proofs, and protection against the fire of 
6'inch and ii-inch guns w^as given by sandbags, stones, 
earth, and dry cement. The guns had been mounted at 
the beginning of the campaign, and no strong batteries to 
protect the garrison from the effect of ii-inch shells had 
been made; now only one thing could be done — that was 
to dig caves into the hilL 

About midday on the 13th a balloon soared up above 
Wolf’s Hills, and our nearest batteries at once opened 
fire on it with shrapnel. Whether we made a hit or not 
it was impossible to say; but after being about half an 
hour in the air it descended quickly, Chinese spies stated 
that officers of the Japanese General Staff were making a 
reconnaissance in it, and had taken some photographs of 
the Fortress, for General Nogi was surprised at meeting 
with opposition at so many points which had not been 
fortified before the war^ and which were not shown so in 
the plans in his possession. The works which checked 
him, after Smirnoff had been five months in the place, were 
very probably a considerable surprise. 

We had no balloons in the Fortress, nor had we pigeons 
or wireless telegraphy ! No station was rigged up there, 
and therefore cammiiaications were not established. 

On the night of August 13 the Japanese attacked 
Orphan Hill, but were driven back. 

As I went round the defences almost every day, I 
marvelled to see the healthy, happy look of the men, who 
all looked as if the work agreed with them* Since the 
beginning of the strict blockade the officers had ceased to 
drink as much as they did — that is to say, in the main 
positions, where I never saw any debauchery. On the 
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advanced positions, on the conlrar3% drinking had been 
cairied on abnormally. Stdsscl and Fock had deprived 
the men of their vodka> but the officers were drunk day 
and night, w'hich, besides being bad for their own health, 
had a demoralising effect on the men. Their behaviour 
may he explained, perhaps, by the fact that they had so 
poor van example set them by two of their superiors who 
never had any influence for good. They hated one of the 
Generals, who abused them on parade and played the 
buffoon with their men (he was knowm as the ' Mad 
Mullah they feared the others. When the strict 

investment began, and the infantry officers mixed and lived 
with those of the artillery, who were on a higher plane as 
regards education and intelligence, all this changed. As 
soon as the 4th Division entered the Fortress and Fock 
was appointed to command the Reserve, a great change 
was also noticeable in that Division. 

On August 14 an ailillery duel was waged all day. At 
night and in the early hours of the following morning the 
Japanese began to concentrate against our left towards 
Angle Hill, which thej^ attacked at 3 a.in. In spite of 
being repulsed, tbc}^ at dawn made a second attack, which 
met the same fate and caused them heavy loss. After 
the failure of this second attempt their guns opened 
fire with shrapnel all along our line, and under cover of 
it the infantry, with desperate rushes, tried to get close 
to our positions, evidently with a view to a general 
assault. 

On the night of the I5lh-i6th desultory firing w^ent on 
all along the line. On the morning of the i6th a Japanese 
officer came in with a flag of truce. He bore a letter from 
Baron Nogi, which ran approximately as follows: 

‘ The Russians have given signal proof of their gallantry, 
but Arthur wdll be taken all the same. Therefore, to avoid 



Aug., 1904 1 THE ENEMY SUGGESTS SURRENDER 159 


useless loss of life and possible violence, murder or 
looting by Japanese troops lighting their way into the 
town, which it will be difficult at once to prevent, His 
Highness the Emperor of Japan suggests a discussion of 
negotiations for the surrender of the Fortress.' 

A Council of Wav was at once summoned, at which 
Stossel suggested that no answer should be given, as the 
proposal that the Fortress should capitulate was a piece 
of insolence, Smirnoff expostulated, explaining that the 
elementary rules of military etiquette required that a reply 
should be sent. Stossel then said : 

'Well, if an answer must go, let us send a blank piece 
of paper or else merely write a joke on it.’ 

Smirnoff insisted that an answer, and a polite one, should 
be sent, and he drafted one which u'as eventually signed 
by both Stossel and himself ; 

' The honour and dignity of Russia do not allo\v of 
overtures of any sort being made for a surrender.’ 

The morning of the 17th was very unpleasant, with fog, 
sleet, and mud. The town was already being bombarded, 
and the shells could be heard bursting in the harbour. 
With General Smirnoff’s perniission, 1 accompanied the 
llag-of-triTce party taking out the reply : it consisted of 
Captain Golovan, an officer of the General Staff, and 
Lieutenant Mackalinsky, of the Fortress Staff. As wa 
went out the passers-by gained at us with curiosity and 
wonder, many of them thinking probably this was the end 
of Arthur. At last we reached the fortifications near the 
cemetery ; on this being reported to the Commandant, he 
at once ordered the guns to cease fire : so that exactly at 
nine o’clock we were able to move on. I was told to ride 
in front with the flag, with one of the mounted scouts, the 
rest of the party and escort following a short distance 
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I Go 

bchincL We passed our firing-line and piquets and went 
on some disianccj but seeing nothing of the Japanese, I 
began to get suspicious, for I could not forget how they 
had fired on our Red Cross at Green Hills ; perhaps they 
were now l3^ing in the kiaoling on either side of us ready 
to pour in a volley. It was jumpy work. 

' Sir, sir, there they are !’ w^hispered the man riding 
beside me. I looked ahead, but could see nothing. At 
last, however, I noticed four Japanese dressed in khaki 
behind a sharp bend in the road on a small pass. They 
were difficult to distinguish from their surroundings, 
while we, in our uniform, were very conspicuous. 
Having approached to within fifty 3urds, we heard in 
Russian — 

‘ Plait 

We stopped. 

' Advance one !' 

We stood as sitll as statues, and a man, evidently a non- 
commissioned officer, came up. 

' What do you want ?’ 

We answered. 

‘ All right,’’ lie gave some order to cmc of the men, who 
quickly moved off. 

We stood and looked at one another. The non-com- 
missioned officer, a broad- shouldej'ed, thick-set man, took 
out a note-book and, wath great coolness, wrote something 
in it. After tea minutes, an interpreter, with a truculent- 
looking Captain, and a }'oung Lieutenant, came up. At last 
Major Yamoaka, who had brought the Japanese message, 
arrived, accompanied b}' a mounted orderly with a flag and 
the Corps interpreter, wiro, in spite of his high rank, spoke 
Russian most atrociously. After we had presented our 
credentials, he took and gave us a receipt for our letter, 
and in his turn handed us one, for which we gave him a 
receipt. The interpreter informed us tha t ^ this w'as a very, 
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very important letter.’^' When the ceremony of handing 
over the letters was finished, a shell whistled past towards 
Ta-ku-shan. Major Yamoaka anxiously asked : 

^ They arc surel^^ not firing ?’ 

To which Lieutenant Mackalinsky quietly answered : 

‘No, it is probably at sead 

Later it turned out that the enemy’s infantry could be 
seen to be on the move from one of the batteries, and 
the non-commissioned officer on duty, unable to restrain 
himself, had lired at them — a mistake he had to pay 
for. 

Having received the letter, Major Yamoaka arranged 
the time and place of meeting for further negotiations. 
Wc well knew that further negotiations would not take 
place, but of course made some pleasant reply. We bowed 
and parted, and as soon as we reached the fortifications on 
Cemetery Hill and lowered our flag the guns boomed out 
again along the whole line. Once inside the line a Cossack 
met us and told me that Stosscl wanted to see me. The 
General had watched us from Jagged Hill. Mackalinsky 
proceeded to report to the Commandant, and we, with 
Golovan, going on to General Stossel, found him in a 
casemate of the battery. He had just breakfasted, and 
was in a most affable frame of mind, surrounded by the 
young officers from the nearest batteries. Their laughter 
and jokes could be heard from a long way off, and the 
array of empty bottles showed that breakfast had not been 
a dry meal. 

‘ I didn’t w^ant to answer those yellow-skinned scoun- 
drels. I wanted to draw’ a caricature and sent it back. 
They wanted the Fortress ? Til show them the Fortress f 

There was general laughter. The youths, under the 

^ This letter was from the German Emperor to his navfU attaches, 
whom he ordered to leave the Fortress. One of them, Captain Gilgen-- 
helm, was killed by Chinese pirates on his \yay from Aithur to Chifu. 

II 
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soothing influence of plentiful llqueurs> forgot their posi- 
tions as junior officers^ and shouted : 

'Splendid, sir, splendid; quite right. Your health, sir/ 
' And do you know, gentlemen, they took me for a 
foreigner — a Swiss by birth? By heavens! I am not 
lying. Quite recently 1 got a letter from Austria, from 
some Stdssel or other who pretended he was proud of his 
relation in Arthur. Others write that I only became a 
Russian subject in 1893. I have got the letter !’ 

Again there was laughtei-. The General was in the best 
of form. Whether he was talking seriously or not I do 
not know. Presently he thought it w-as time to return to 
Arthur, and told me to accompany him ; we rode through 
the arsenal. 

' Look what a number of captured guns there are ! I 
took all those in the Chinese War/ 

All these guns passed into our hands when we peacefully 
occupied Arthur ! 



C HAPTER XXVI 


DEATH OF PKINCE MACHABELLY — ALL-ROUND FIDUTING 

I CONTINUED daily to send iny ‘Nev^s ’ to the Noiiy Kty, 
but the strictness of the censors deprived it of all interest 
and sonrietimcs of its accuracy. For instance, on August 17, 
my article staled that work was being rapidly hurried on 
all along the defences. This was by no means the case 
everywhere, for the engineers, spoilt by six years of doing 
nothing or of only constructing private buildings, neglected 
the important mobilisation works. There were excep- 
tions, for some of the engineer officers did really good 
w’ork, but the majority did nothing. Then again, as regards 
the quality of the food w'hich I had praised in m3' article — 
it was eatable, but far from nutritious, and the siege had 
only just begun. Again, I mentioned General Gorbatovsk}^ 
but I did not venture to say that this officer, who u as always 
to be found in the section of the defences under his com- 
mand, never rested, or that he spent day after day on the 
fortified positions, where by his presence and cheerfulness 
he inspired the men with confidence. Though the men 
were cheerful, I had not dared to say that they ivere physic- 
ally incapable, and weedy, which was the truth. I did 
not mention that when officers begged for timber, planks, 
iron, or material for building bomb-proofs the engineers 
replied that they had no transport, or else refused the 
requests of the ' small fry.® Neither could I hint that the 
only way in which^ General Smirnoff could make these 
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164 DEATH OF PRINCE MACHABELLY [Chap. xxvi. 

lazy engineers work was by personally going round and 
seeing how his orders were being excctited* 

Many and many a life lies at the door of the engineer 
officers in x^rthur. If St Petersburg be held responsible 
for the mistake of cutting down the perimeter of the 
defences of Port Arthur, the engineers, of whom some left 
for Russia at the first shot and others were criminally 
idle, will also have to answer for much. If they had 
worked hard and conscientiously while the place was in 
our possession the mistakes committed at St. Petersburg 
would not have had such dire consequences. 

On the rSth there was a lull — an absolute cessation of 
firing — all day. This was so unusual that it seemed 
ominous of something worse to follow, and we were filled 
^vith forebodings. Indeed, the hospitals, in which the 
first hints of an approaching assault were usually to be 
found, were preparing to meet the expected demands of 
the next few hours. I accompanied General Smirnoff on 
his afternoon inspection. Having gone round many works 
and said a cheery word to all he met, he went up on to 
Danger Hill and we climbed into the look-out station.^' 
The sun had already sunk below Liao-tieh-shan, but from 
the top of the hill wc could see everything quite distinctly. 
After last instructions with regard to the concentration, 
etc., of the troops on the north-east front we silently 
m'^iid'e our way back to Arthur, all of us feeling impressed 
with the uncertainty of what might come. 

At 5 a.m, on ^August ig the enemy opened fire from all 
their batteries on our works, particularly on those of the 
west and eastern fronts. Gradually increasing their fire, 
they made a determined attack on the foot-hills of Angle 
Plill At 7 a.m. this was repulsed, and then they concen- 

^ It was from here that he proposed to command during the assault. 
Colonei Raschevsky had as far as possible adapted it for this, and had 
connected it by telephone to the Fortress Staff Office. 
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trated their artillery fire chiefly on Angle Hill on the 
western front, and on B Battery, Little Eagle’s Nest, 
and others on the eastern. General Stossel watched the 
progress of the fight from Fort No. i, and General Smirnoff 
took up his position on Danger Hill, whence he com- 
manded. At noon the fire slackened, onty to be shortly 
renew ed with increased ferocity. Having prepared the way 
with artillery, the Japanese again advanced, but were 
repulsed everywhere, though they gained possession of a 
ravine opposite Water Supply Redoubt, and, taking ad- 
vantage of the darkness, lay concealed in an outer ditch, 
and fired at some of our outposts. From twilight till 
morning the tow^n was bombarded, and at 6 p.m, one of 
the arsenal buildings was set alight, I was again with 
Smirnoft' that daj^ and, amidst all the turmoil and 
stress, the thing that disturbed me most w as that several 
shells had fallen into the hospitals. It w^as right and 
proper that our forts should be shelled, but that the 
enemy should be able so early in the siege to fire right 
into the centre of the Fortress augured ill for the future. 
Smirnoff was kept tied to the 'telephone, and we stayed 
for some time at his quarters. As we were sitting on the 
balcony we heard a shot fired from Golden Flill. In a 
few seconds, high up above us^ w^e heard a noise. It 
grew louder and louder, then something flashed and 
struck the ground in front, scattering mud and gravel 
over us. 

‘ That’s luck ; let us go and look at it/ said Smirnoff, 

It was half of a prematurely bursting shell from Golden 
Hill, w^eighing some 320 to 360 lb. The iron shells of 
the ii-inch howitzers on Golden Hill were so cunningly 
contrived^ that most of them burst, not in the enemy’s 
lines as intended, but over the town and over our own 
positions. 

At 2 p.m. Kondratenko telephoned to say that the 
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tvcnches below Angle Hill had been abandoned, and in 
the evening he came in to report personally. This was 
the cnerny^s only gain that da3^ Night came, and the fire 
was continued all along the line. While we in the Io\mi 
were kept awake by anxiety and on account of the hideous 
uproar, how about the men at the front ? Those narrow, 
decf), advanced trenches, which wound about like black 
ribbons on all sides of the Fortress, were full of men. 
If we, in the inside, could not sleep, how could these men, 
whom a shell might at instaint turn into blood and 
dust ? There they lay peering ahead and whispering to 
each other in their unaccustomed surroundings — tired, 
strained, and watchful. 

The enemy made great efforts during the whole of the 
night of the 19th to seize Water Supply Redoubt, and 
held the parapet till daybreak. On the 20th there was 
desperate lighting round Angle Hill and Water Supply 
and Fandun-shan Redoubts, in which we lost 500 men. 
At midday we heard that we had lost Angle Hill. When 
Kondratenko reported this personally, Smirnoff was very 
angry. It appeared that the men had retired without 
orders, and had left eight guns of sorts on the hills, which 
Kondratenko engaged to try and recapture. At 9 p.m. 
a scries of unsuccessful attacks were made on Temple 
Redoubt, and at midnight on Water Supply and Pan-lun- 
shan Redoubts, and the enemy got possession of the north- 
east corner of the former. At daybreak on the 21st two 
companies of Frontier Guards went to the assistance of 
Water Supply Redoubt and surprised the enemy, who 
retired suddenly on their own reserves. They came under 
fire from Erh-lung-shan Fort, and left more than i,oqo 
dead on the ground. 

It was about this time that the enemy wore us down 
and captured Pandim«shan Redoubt. This redoubt was 
so important to us that Smirnoff resolved to retake it 
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al ill] costs, and its recapture was one of the bloodiest 
fights that had yet occurred. Colonel Prince Machabelly 
commanded the battalion entrusted with this work, and 
the redoubt w’as taken on the night of the 2Tst. In the 
midst of the hand to hand fighting, when grenades were 
bursting on all sides, and machine guns were firing point- 
blank, the bomb-proofs were set on fire. The place 
blazed up like a torch, and our men had to retire to 
trenches in rear. The Japanese could not get into it 
either, and so it became neutral, Pan-iiin-shan Hill re- 
maining in our hands till the fall of 203 Metre Hill in 
December. 

Prince Machabelly, who was killed in this assault, was 
the hcau-ideal of a soldier, and the circumstances under 
which he met his death were sad. He was under a 
cloud, having been made a scape-goat for the failure 
on Wolfs Hills, and having been deprived of the com- 
mand of his regiment, the 13th East Siberian Rifles, 
which he had led with such gallantry at Kuen-san. In 
spite of this he led his companies at the attack of Pan- 
luri-shan us he had led his battalions on Green Hills; he 
\von the redoubt for us, and was killed in the attempt. 

At daybreak on the 21st I had gone with the Com- 
mandant up on to Danger Hill. The Japanese were 
pouring in a heavy fire especially on the north-east front, 
and General Gorbatovsky, commanding the eastern portion, 
asked for reinforcements. The enemy was attacking the 
Redoubts, Kuropatkin Lunette, the Chinese wall, and Big 
Eagle’s Nest in force ; the regimental reserves were melting 
away, and the position was serious. General Smirnoff 
telephoned to Fock, commanding the main reserve, to send 
up the last unit — the 14th Regiment — at the double. 
Fock, however, argued with him. Time was flydng, and 
Gorbatovsk)'^, losing patience, again begged for support, 
for each moment was precious. Smirnoff, appreciating 
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the seriousness of the situation, repeated his order loFock, 
who, to the an^cr and amazement of the officfa-s standing 
round, again raised objections. The Commandant, iisuall)“ 
calm and self-controlled, then lost his tempei. 

^Lieutenant Hammer,'^ give me the note-book.’ He 
quickly rote a message. ^Take this to General Foci; 
and give it to him personally.’ 

Hammer disappeared. Meanwhile, reports from 
Gorbatovsky were coming in, each more alarming than 
the last. The artillery front had suffered heavily, and 
could only reply weakly to the enemy’s guns, and the 
struggle w'as being maintained chiefly by the heavy guns 
of our coast batteries. Considerable bodies of infantry 
^Yere seen moving out of the villages,'!' and it appeared 
from what we could see that the Japanese intended to 
attack, but not till evening. General Gorbatovsky arrived, 
and great!}' excited, reported that the decisive moment 
w’as at hand, the troops had suffered teriibl}' from the 
enemy’s guns, the infantry were utterly worn out, and 
without reinforcements the attack could not be repulsed 1 
He hadn’t slept for several days, and had been con- 
tinually under a very heavy gun-fire, so that he Avas 
overtired and painted things somewhat blacker than 
they really were. General Smirnoff, with his usual 
sang-froid^ replied : 

'It is not so bad as that. We must, above all, keep 
calm. You have been sitting in that hell, and from your 
immediate surroundings things have seemed to you worse 
than they really are. You are not quite yourself. Take 
it easy, wefll soon put maltei's right/ 

'Quite so, sir, but things are very alarming. The Japs 
are getting possession of the Redoubts, which are in a 
critical state, and wflll in all probability deliver an assault 

General Sniirnofi’s A.D.C. 
t Dapalidjuan, Lierre, and Wanziateirzy. 
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on the centre, which has suffered so heavily, Eig Eagle's 
Nest and Zaliterny Batlery are out of action; Kuropalkin 
Lunette is in a critical condition ; P> Battery has only one 
serviceable gun and the Naval Battery is also disabled. , . 

‘ I agree/ continued Smirnoff, ‘ matters are ver)' bad, but 
I have already taken the necessary steps. The 14th 
Regiment, which is in the main reserve, I have ordered up 
to the north-east front, to be echelonned by battalions 
near Big Eagle’s Nest and the Icedioase. In addition to 
this I am getting six naval companies (laoo strong), which 
I will concentrate at the front in the bomb-proofs of the 
gih Regiment. When night comes on the guns must be 
repaired; where there are none, Til send field-guns from 
the general reserve, and we will hurl back the assault. 
You return now, and at 4 p.m. I will come and give you 
detailed orders as to what to do,’ 

Gorbatovsky departed, and at that moment up came 
Lieutenant Hammer with a note for the Commandant. 
Instead of at once carrying out Smirnoffs urgent order to 
move the 14th Regiment up to the north-east front, Fock 
had w ritten a whole page in reply, in which he expressed 
his conviction of the danger of the move, especially of a 
concentration near the Ice-house, which the enemy ^vouId 
doubtless shell ! The building w’as at the foot of the very 
hill from which the Commandant had issued this order; 
it was in a w^ell-concealed spot, and was not even being 
fired at. 

The Commandant was furious. ^ Here, Hammer, WTite 
at once to Fock, and say that if he doesn’t immediately 
cany out my order, I’ll remove him from his command.* 

At 1 o’clock the artillery attack began to slacken. The 
enemy, having seized two villages^*^ began moving towards 
the redoubts, and the assault seemed to be near. It should 
be observed that from the very first, appreciating the 
^ Fuebiafan and Dapalidjuan. 
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weakness of the north-east front, Smirnoff had armed it 
at the cost of the western, havin^q transferred to it the 
9'inch howitzers from Wolf’s battery, and mounted a 
number of the guns received from the fleet. He was 
convinced that the chief blow would fall here, and moie 
particularly because directly beliind this front lay, so to 
speak, the heart of the Fortress (harbour, dock, com- 
missariat depots, chief maga^:iuc, mills), Stossel, on the 
contrary, had always considered that the west side was 
the more important. 

Having sent off Hammer and given his final orders, 
Smirnoff turned to the officers present. 

' Gentlemen, the gun-fire is slackening, and the enemy 
will rest. The attack won’t take place before dark ; we 
can now rest and refresh ourselves.’ 

On our way down, we met the 14th Regiment, whom 
Smirnoff greeted, telling them that he would see them 
again in the evening. Later, when the north-east front 
was being continually stormed, Smirnoff for a long lime 
could not find one of the battalions of this regiment, and 
wondered how it could have got lost. After exhaustive 
inquiries, it turned out that it and the scout company 
had, with the General’s knowledge, remained in barracks ! 
The General himself had not come with the regiment (the 
last one in the reserve), but had remained in his quarters 
in the town. 

Though a great danger threatened the Fortress that 
night Smirnoff did not lose his head, his prophecy as to 
the course of events being fully justified- After giving 
vsome more orders he asked us all to breakfast. In the 
middle of it Stdssel turned up in a very agitated state. 
He refused refreshment, and said: 'Redoubts Nos. x 
and 2 are being captured. Both Eagle’s Nest and 
Zaliterny Battery are in ruins, the adjacent batteries are 
badly injured, the local reserves are used up, and the 
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enemy are still pounding us. The losses are enormous. 
It is diflkult to hold out. What is to be done ?’ 

Just tlien, unannounced, in walked General Fock, and 
interrupted : 

‘ Your Excellency, Gorbatovsky is a traitor. He is 
uselessly wasting the reserves —inviting a slaughter of 
them by putting them into the trenches. If he does this 
we’ll have to surrender. He is a traitor, sir !’ 

Smirnoff turned to Stossel, and said quietl}^ : 

‘ I do not know that I fully understand. Gorbatovsky's 
actions do not quite tally with those of a traitor. For 
three days and nights he has been constantly under fire, 
directing the defence, and by his gallantry encouraging 
the men. I will see to the repulse of the attack ; the 
reserve must be used when necessary.’ Then, turning 
suddenly to Fock : 'And you, sir, it appears, do not 
intend to obey my orders ? To-day, instead of at once 
carrying them out, you employed your time writing 
replies. , . . I never give an order twice. Bear that in 
mind,’ 

For his action on this day Fock w^as removed from his 
command by Smirnoff, and so, from August 21 right up 
to December 18, he took no part in the operations, and 
employed himself in writing long memoranda and giving 
advice to Stossel. 

In the early hours of August 22 the enemy attacked the 
Redoubts which were held by the naval detachment, and 
all day long heavy fighting continued round Long Hill, 
between it and Divisional Hill, round Jagged Hill^ and 
Redoubts Nos. x and 2. Redoubt No. i changed hands 
four times during the course of the day, and remained in 
the enemy’s hands, as did No. 2. The Japanese cunningly 
managed to transfer their field-guns through the kiaoling 
to the east side, whilst they kept the garrison of jagged 
Hill under cover by their heavy shell-fire. 
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At daybreak on the 23rd all was silence. The enemy 
had abandoned No. i Redoubt, and were retiring from 
No. 2, both of which, after five days’ bombardment, had 
been reduced to a sliapeless heap of ruins. At ii pun. 
that night by moonlight the enemy opened up with two 
search-lights, one from behind Ta-ku-shan, the other 
opposite Chi-kuan-shan Fort, and, lighting up our parties 
who were searching for wounded, kept on firing on them 
—so much so that after a few hours our humane efforts 
had to be stopped. 



CHAPTER XXVn 

STOSSEL OlbOBIiYS — PROGRESS DURING AUGUST 

I PiAVE mentioned in an earlier chapter how General 
Stossel was recalled from Port Arthur in June, and I 
will now explain the circumstances under which this 
happened. 

\Vhen the Japanese began landing, and in particular 
after the debacle at Kinchou, Stossel began showering 
telegrams on Kuropatkin, in which he made out affairs to 
be ver}^ critical, and implored for help. Later he sent 
Lieutenant -Colonel Gurko, of the General Staff, who was 
on the Fortress Staff, to him with despatches. (Before 
this Prince Gantimuroff had succeeded^ in breaking 
through and returning with despjatches) When Gurko 
left he reported his departure to the Commandant, and 
— knowing well what Stossel was like — asked if Smirnoff 
wished him to give any particular reports to the Cora- 
mandar-in- Chief. 

* Tell him/ said Smirnoff, ‘ everything that you have 
seen. And if you hear that they want to make a 
separate command of the District, tell him the best 
man for it is General Subotin, who knows the peninsula 
thoroughly/ 

In June Captain Odintsoff was also sent to the north 
Stossel with vary alarming despatches, and he also, 
in reporting his departure to Smirnoff, was given the 
same, instructions. After reading these despatches, and 
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hearing from Odinlsoff /a corroboration oi what he had 
heard from Gurko, Kuropatkin came to the conclusion 
that Stossel must be ill. But before deciding to recall 
him he consulted others, and after their reply he had no 
option left him as to how to act. He decided with great 
regret that he must sever his friendly relations with 
Stossel, which dated from the time when they had been 
boys together in the 1st Cadet Corps, and when he used 
to spend his holidays at the latter’s home. Realising that 
it was inevitable, he made up his mind to recall his old 
comrade, but before doing so he unfortunately made for 
him the appointment of Officer Commanding the Dis- 
trict. 

On Jane he sent tvvo cypher messages to Arthur, 
one addressed to Stossel, ordering him to hand over 
everything to Smirnoff and leave the place, and the other 
to Smirnoff. The former, having received both of them, 
concealed their existence. Shortly afterwards two more 
telegrams from Kuropatkin to him and Smirnoff were 
received, brought by a subaltern officer of the reserve on 
the Lieidenant Buvakoff. This time General Stossel came 
to the conclusion that silence could not longer be kept 
and that he must act, so he destroyed the messages to 
Sirnirnoff, and sent the following letter to Kuropatkin; 

'Your despatch of July 3 was handed to me on the 
positions as I was repelling an attack in force by the 
enemy, I was anxious to leave Arthur, but as things are 
at present I consider my presence here essential for the 
good of the Fatherland and our troops. Every one here 
knows me, Chinese as well as Russians, and they trust 
me, knowing that the Japanese will never get into the 
place save over my dead body. Neither Fock nor 
Nickitin believes in General Smirnoff, who is unknown to 
the officers and men, and wffio calls the latter cowards. 
He may be all right in his way, but he is a professor and 
not a fighting general. If you are determined that I 
should come to Liao-Yang, I will do so on receipt of fresh 
iastructiorvs to that effect from youf 




ON THE ATTACKED FRONT : AFTJ’R AN ATTACK. 
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Meanwhile, as might have been expected, the enemy 
were not going to wait for the reply to this to come, 
and, having cut our communications at Kinchou, they 
occupied Dalny, and before the letter reached Liao-Yang 
General Nogi had begun to operate on Green Hills. 
Stosscl, of course, was not very sure as to its reception 
and whether good or evil would result to him. Taking 
advantage, however, of it being a time of war, he now 
began reporting direct to the Tsar, to whom he sent 
telegrams describing an absolutely untrue condition of 
affairs. He turned the defeats and retirements in the 
district into victories, and telegrams of congratulation 
began to come in from their Imperial Majesties. 

On the night of the 23rd, the Japanese made the most 
desperate of all their attacks so far. They made three 
separate and most determined assaults on Zaredoubt 
Battery, on the line between it and Big Eagle’s Nest, and 
on Ruchevsky Battery. Though temporarily successful at 
one or two points, they were finally driven back out of all 
with shocking slaughter. They then again concentrated 
a gun-fire on these points, and our men took whatever 
cover they could find, anxidusly awaiting a fourth assault 
which did not take place. When the sun rose the heaps 
of corpses in front of the works were revealed. In the 
heat the smell from thorn was appalling: even the cotton 
wool with which our men had plugged their nostrils was 
not of much Eivail. 

With regard to the firing from the battery on Golden 
a 1‘ather amusing incident occurred. As prematurely 
bursting iron shells from this batter}^ had somewhat 
endangered General Stossel he gave orders that it was not 
to fire. Major-General I 3 iely> commanding the Fortress 
Artillery, thereupon reported to Smirnoff that the ix-inch 
howitzers were not to be used, notwithstanding the damage 
they were doing to the enemy. 

See p. 
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^Wcll, let ns go to Sto&sel,’ said Smirnoff; ^you tell 
him that in future you will use steel shells,' 

They acordiugly went to the Officer Commanding the 
District and found him very indignant about the premature 
bursts of the iron shells, 

‘ May I use steel shells, sir, instead ?’ asked Biely. 

^ Will they be all right ?' 

' Oh, yes.' 

' Very well, but are you sure ?' 

Smirnoff energetically supported Bicly and they went 
out. 

^ That’s splendid/ said Smirnoff, rubbing his hands ; 
^ novv^ you use the iron ones as before because you have 
not got enough steel shells for the battery, and remember 
— if there arc any premature bursts they arc the enemy's /’ 

Biely did this with the result that Golden Hill continued 
to be of great service to us, while the occasional premature 
bursts, which still continued, were put down to the 
Japanese. Stosael was quite pacified, but, unfortunately, 
soon found out that he had been deceived, and roundly 
abused Smirnoff to his suite. He did not interfere, how- 
ever, as the hill was undoubtedly a great check to the 
enemy. 

The night assault on x\ugust 23 on the centre of the 
north-east front was the finale of the assaults in August, 
and w^hat General Nogi had said to the correspondent of 
the Daily Mail when he first saw him : ' You have arrived 
most luckily, just at the right time, neither too late uor 
too soon, you will see the end of our victorious campaign,’ 
was not justified by the event. 

The results of the eight days’ desperate fighting were 
inconsiderable* On the western front we had lost Angle 
Hill and its foot-hills, and Pan-lun-shan Redoubt remained 
neutral. On the eastern front we had lost Redoubts 
Nos. I and but only after an incessant and awful 
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bombardment and most bloody assaults, which cost the 
Japanese 22,000 killed and wounded. Flowcver, they at 
last learnt that the capture of Arthur was not all plain 
sailing. They realized that Russians were not Chinese, 
and it was a complete surprise to them that the Fortress 
which m January might have been captured by a coup dc 
jjiain had grown into a stronghold against which tens of 
thousands of men had perished. Proud in the knowledge 
of their superiority, they had on August 16 suggested that 
we should capitulate, but upon counting up their losses 
at a Council of War on the 26th, they came to the 
sorrowful conclusion that it would be yet some time 
before they took the place. 

Expecting to hear at any moment of the fall of Arthur, 
Japan had been preparing lanterns and flags to celebrate 
a great national holiday; but at last she had to confess 
that, although Russians are by nature negligent and care- 
less, they can in moments of emergency do wonders. In 
the country of the Rising Sun complaints were raised 
that the besieging army was not making such progress as 
it should, and the dissatisfaction almost turned into some- 
thing worse. The Government of the Mikado acted wisely 
and promptly, proposing that those who were discontented 
should go and join the besieging army in order to replace 
casualties and show how things ought to be done. The 
amour-propre of the proud Japanese, especially the Samurai, 
was touched, and whole transports filled with volunteers 
came to the Kwantun Peninsula. 

Later, when the Chinese reported that these newly 
arrived recruits, which included many old men and mere 
boys, were being drilled and trained in the Lunwantun 
Valley, our battleships and Electric Cliff shelled them 
at long range, just to remind them that Arthur was 
not yet dead ; when the October assault was repulsed, 
we found amongst the killed and wounded numbers 
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of old and vciy j^oung men. Strong, indeed, must have 
been the spirit of the nation, whicii in the moment of 
trial could back up its discontent by example and action. 
During my residence in Japan before the war, I had 
ventured to write th^it the Japanese were a nation with a 
great future ; but I was laughed at. 

On the 25th, Big Hill, Little Eaglets Nest and B 
Battery were bombarded, and the enemy were seen to be 
concentrating behind Sugar Plill, During the night a 
sortie was made from 203 Metre Hill to recover the guns 
left on Angle Hill, but we could not bring them in, so they 
were blown up. The Japanese were now entrenched along 
the foot-hills of Angle Flill, and on the ridge joining Angle 
tiill with 203 Metre Hill, and had mounted some thirty 
guns near two villages. ^ A force of infantry and cavalry 
also was concentrated north of Pigeon Bay, I rode round 
with the Commandant on the 25th on his tour round the 
north-east. The military road was a track of death and 
destruction. Everywhere were half-dried puddles of blood, 
broken rifles, haversacks, boots, carls, blood-stained clothes, 
wheels, horses, broken down gun-carriages, and unrecog- 
nisable corpses, and it was ploughed up with shells- The 
rest-house on Little Eagle’s Nest, wdicre not long ago we 
bad spent many careless hours, Nvas burnt to a heap of 
ruins. At Eagle’s Nest the greater part of the bomb- 
proofs and parapets had been destroyed, and the infantr}^ 
were sitting about, some above ground and some below ; 
the reserve was behind the sleep slope, in various shelters 
made of conmgated iron or anything which they could get 
hold of. This improvised cover might protect from the 
sun, but certainly from nothing else. The officers and 
men were reduced to shadows, unwashed, and wearing lorn 
uniforms. They asked the Commandant for planks — any 
sort of timber — to help them with the aid of earth to gel 
Khantsistun and Sifigoklantiatim. 
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some protection, Smirnoff smiled as he heard them; but 
it was a cynical smile, for, two days previously, he had given 
the strictest orders that they should be supplied with the 
very planks for which they were now asking, His order 
had not been obeyed, and for this the engineers were 
entirely to blame. 

" All right, you shall have the planks to-day. Hammer, 
make a note of it/ answered Smirnoff. 

On the 26th and 27th the enemy continued to mount 
guns and push forward their works, but there was no general 
action. Smirnoff and Kondratenko were much exercised 
about our lack of heavy guns, and, through the agency of 
Prince Mackalinsky (naval officer attached to the P'ortress 
Staff), arranged for the fleet to supply some. This officer 
was of the utmost use to us as an intermediary between 
the Fortress Staff and the Navy; for the Navy as a rule 
wanted many reasons before they would assist us. 

On the night of the 26th we discovered that the enemy 
had abandoned Nos. i and 2 Redoubts, which were full 
of corpses ; but on the night of the 27th these were 
again occupied by them. At 2 a.m. in the morning of 
the 28th there was an alarm of a general attack, but it 
turned out to be an attack on 203 Metre Hill, Long Hill, 
and Fort No. 4 only. 

The 28th passed fairly quietly, with unimportant gun- 
fire, as did the 2gth. On the night of the 29th oar com- 
munications behind the main line w^ere heavily shelled. 
During the preceding three days the gendarmes buried 
700 Japanese dead in front of our north-east positions. 
This was done under fire. In the evening of the 29th 
the enemy entrenched near Water Supply Redoubt, and 
we temporarily recaptured part of No. 2 Redoubt by a 
sortie. 

That evening, Prince Mickeladsey informed me that he 
was sending a post to St, Petersburg, and that I could 
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send a telegram. He added : ^ But don’t talk of it, for if 
it is known, will at once hear of it/ 

I wrote out two identical telegrams — one to a relative in 
St. Petersburg, and one to a friend : 

‘ Arthur is enabled to hold out only by the efforts of 
Smirnoff and his excellent assistant Kondratenko. . . . 
When I can give you details your hair will stand on end. 

Tell the Tsar this, for it is absolutely necessary that 

should be removed/ 

The Prince sent off these telegrams in a special letter 
with the official stamp, and in a separate packet, addressed 
to our consul in Chifu. The latter duly received them, 
but in spite of Prince Mickeladsey’s request to despatch 
my wires to their destination, he never sent them, and 
gave as his excuse that they would have discredited a great 
name. He did this notwithstanding the fact that they were 
enclosed in a letter from the Chief of the Gendarmes in 
Port Arthur. Nor did he even consider it his duty to 
report the circumstances to his superiors, although he 
might have known that there is never smoke without fire. 
At the end of the siege, when I reached Chifu on the 
RastovQpiiy, on board of which I had been sent from Port 
Arthur, with the knowledge and by the direction of the 
Commandant and all the Admirals * as an officer of the 
Fortress ’ (Stossel wished, as he expressed it, to * abolish ' 
me), the consul received a telegram from Port Arthur 
to the effect that I was a Japanese spy. Pie accordingly 
went to all the officers in authority and did everything he 
could to procure my arrest, and I was only saved by the 
intervention of the Chinese Governor, who declared that 
he would send an armed guard to protect me. 

On August 30 a shell from one of the batteries blew up 
a Japanese magarine on the eastern front. General Biely 
at once gave orders for the battery to pour in a still hotter 
fire on to the magiuine. As far as we could see the shells 
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fell splendidly^ preventing the enemy from saving the 
material, for groups of men could be seen running about 
in every direction, but at a considerable distance. To the 
left of Orphan Hill a big-gun battery was brought up by 
them, but it was very effectively fired on by one of our 
coast batteries. On the same day General Stdssel 
published the following District Order : 

‘ I have to-day had the honour to receive a telegram 
from the Tsar to the following effect : To-day being the 
christening day of the Heir to the Throne, I appoint you 
and Colonel Semenoff, commanding the 26th East Siberian 
Rifle Regiment, to be my Aides-de-camp.” 

The following is what the late Colonel Raschevsky 
thought of this : ' We are all delighted with the latter 
appointment which is most just (the appointment of 
Semenoff asA.D.CO>but that Stdssel should have received 
this honour is a proof of how often those in authority are 
rewarded for the deeds of others/ 

By twelve noon all the official world in Arthur was on 
their way to congratulate the newly appointed A,DX. ^ I 
did not wish to go, but was persuaded that it was neces- 
sary. 

‘ Go ? You must go ; if you don’t you will make him an 
enemy for ever. He will put you face downwards and 
deprive you of the possibility of seeing and collecting the 
valuable historical material which you are getting,’ said 
the experienced and canny ones. I bowed to the wisdom 
of this, and went and did as I was advised. In the 
evening I called on the Commandant, For some time he 
had been very ill with dysentery, and for the last two days 

* Actually, General Stossel was appointed ‘ General-AdjuUmt ’ to 
the Tsar, while Colonel Semenoff was appointed ^ Fliigel- Adjutant.’ 
Rotli these honorary ranks were originally borrowed from the 
Prussians, and can best be rendered .in English by ^aide-de-camp/ 
though they differ in degree,— A. B. L. 
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had been told by the doctor that he was on no account to 
ride. He certainly seemed to be very much thinner than 
before. 

The following Order was issued by General Stossel on 
the 31st : 

^ On the night of the 29th and 30lh a sortie and an 
attack on No. 2 Redoubt wys again made by the scouts 
and sailors. The former dashed into the trenches, but 
the sailors did not do all that was expected of them, and 
so the attack was unsuccessful and the loss of life wasted. 
No more such attacks arc to be made without my personal 
sanction on each occasion. Similar sorties would be 
better carried out under the command of a man like the 
Chief of the Fortress Staff, who is thoroughly acquainted 
with the locality.' 

With the final capture of Nos. i and 2 Redoubts by the 
Japanese — their greatest success during the month — they 
gained an enormous advantage. They at once constructed 
trenches back from both of them, which was, of course, an 
easier operation than throwing them forward under the 
gun-fire of our batteries. The Commandant considered it 
absolutely essential to organise sorties against them, but 
General Stossel, by every means in his power, opposed 
this. 

The series of assaults culminating on the S3rd of this 
month were so bloody and had such a great influence on 
the course of the defence, that they are worthy of further 
description. It had been evident on the 21st, 22nd and 
23rd that the Japanese were preparing to deliver the final 
blow by a general attack. Our difficulty, in the absence 
of balloons, was to ascertain where that blow would fall 
along the extensive front. Chinese reports were quite un- 
trustworthy, and we could not see enough from any of the 
positions to judge where the enemy was concentrating. 
The standing kiaoling, the ravines and roughness of the 
ground greatly assisted the concealment of their move-^ 
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ments. On the evening of the 23rd the Commandant, 
after long and careful inspection of the enemy’s positions, 
ordered the Iasi battalion of the 14th Regiment to Eagle’s 
Nest, This left a main resei^ve, only two companies strong, 
under Quail Hill, to cover the valley of the Lundio. Two 
companies ! all the rest had been sucked up into the firing- 
line. He then sent orders to Admiral Wiren to be ready 
to land a detachment of 800 men from the ships at anchoi 
to form a reserve. It was now 7 p.m., and the darker it 
got the more silent became the line of front, and the more 
tense our expectancy, 

Nogi himself, on the highest point of Wolfs Hills, was 
gazing fixedly towards Port Arthur hidden in darkness ; for 
having concentrated more than two Divisions, with a 
strength of over 35,00a men^ on the portion from Redoubt 
No. 2 to B Battery (three and a half miles), and having 
determined with one blow to seize Chi-kuan-shaii Fort, 
B Battery, and Eagle’s Nest, he was anxiously trying to 
pierce the bloody veil of the future. Smirnoff seemed to 
divine the thought of his chief enemy as if by inspiration, 
and despatched his force opposite where Nogi was con- 
centrating. There was this difference, however — that 
while Nogi was playing with tens of thousands of men — - 
Smirnoff had to count every section. 

At II p.m, Nogi gave the sign, and a living avalanche 
of men rolled irresistibly up towards us, and from valley, 
ditch and ravine the Japanese appeared. Rifles cracked, 
machine guns spluttered, guns boomed and boomed again, 
and the air was turned into an inferno of shrieking 
missiles. The rays of the searchdights flashed up and 
down, rockets shot up into the sky like enormous fiery 
snakes, and burst in hundreds of large brilliant balls, 
eclipsing the light of the eternal stars and blinding the 
heroic little infantry-men who w^ere attacking us. They 
ran forwai'd, fell, jumped up again and pressed on, in 
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groups together. In the shimmering rays of the search- 
lights, the flashes of bursting shells seemed almost blood- 
red. The noise became a horrible blur of sound — -shouts, 
moans, cheers — clash of arms and detonations. But at 
last it ended; the clamour gradually died a^\ay; the 
attack had been repulsed. In front of us not a living soul 
remained — only dead ~ piles of dead and wounded men. 
Never shall I forget that night. 

At 2 a.m. a second wave started and surged forward, 
despite the shower of lead and steel poured into it. With 
incredible efforts it got possession of the Chinese Wall 
opposite Zaredoubt Battery, and a hand-to-hand fight 
ensued. The search-light was turned on to the spot, and 
lit up a revolting picture; our last two companies of the 
reserve were sent forward at the double from Quail Hill, 
and every Japanese by the wall was bayonetted; then the 
rays glided further afield searching for the enemy, but only 
lit up a ground strewn with bodies. 

At 3 a.m. a third attack commenced, and it seemed as 
if the passionless, cold-hearted Nogi had sentenced the 
last of his troops to death. The signal was given, and 
a fresh wave of living flesh and blood rolled forward- 
This time it was the attack — the spring — of a maddened, 
wounded, blood-drunk herd of tigers — not men. Our 
truly awful fire was of no avail ; the mass roared forward 
with the strength of a tidal wave. On it came, though 
lit up by rockets and search-lights, on, on it rolled 
irresistibly ; on, right through the breached Chinese 
Wall, and up on to Zaredoubt and Wolf’s Battery, half 
of which it seized. But the timely arrival of two com- 
panies again saved everything, for after a bloody hand-to- 
hand fight the Japanese were thrown back ; they gave way, 
and fell back on those in rear. It was a critical moment, 
but our light showed up their thick reserves taking cover 
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in the ravine between Chinese Wall and Zarcdoubl 
and they wore almosi destroyed. 

A reddish vapour slowly rose up over this valley of 
death, and screened the bursting shells and the rays of 
light. It grew light; the attacks had been repulsed, and 
not a rood of ground had the enemy got, but the scene 
on all sides was awful. The rising sim showed op sheaves 
of corpses on the ground that was still ours* Death had 
indeed Iriiuiiphed, and had claimed 23,000 lives. 

From this time forward the enemy remained content 
with the slower advance of regular siege operations. 



CIIAPTER XXVIII 

A.WARDS — SOMIl PkRS<:>NAL NO IKS 

September opened for us with a minor success* The 
enemy on the night of the jsi attacked the works under 
construct io]! by the sailors on Long Hill ; during the 
attack one of their columns moved across a mine between 
Long Hill and Divisional Hill. The effect was terrific ; of 
a whole mass of live men, in a moment nothing re- 
mained. 

On September 3 the early morning passed quietly. 
From 2,30 a.m. the Jai:>ancsc bombarded the Old Town, 
and from five o’clock they fired on the New Town, and 
were seen to be hard at work in Redoubt No* r, whilst 
other works were quickly rising from Takushan and 
Palidjuan. A great parade was held in honour of General 
Slossebs rewards. In the evening, a submarine mine was 
seen to explode under the starboard bow of the lisiikuhhinw ; 
the cruiser listed some ten degrees, and a fire burst out, 
but she was able to steam away. 

That night 500 dead bodies wore buried by the Gen- 
darmes and the Chinese, in front of Eagle’s Nest and 
Kuropatkin Lunette. While thus employed one Gendarme 
and three Chinamen were wounded* 

On the 4th an ineffective assaxdt was made on Water 
Supply Redoubt. From the 4th to the 6lh the enemy 
were very busy at work on Nos. x and 2 Redoubts* On 
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the night of the 6th we made a successful sortie with the 
bayonet from Water Supply Redoubt, and 600 more dead 
were buried on the north-eastern front. 

On September 6, the following extract of District Orders 
was issued by General Stossel : 

^ I have to-day, the 5tli, had the great honour to receive 
from the Tsar the following telegram, sent via Liao-yang, 
and dated Liao-yang, August 28 : 

a reward for the gallantry of the Port Arthur 
garrison, I have given orders that all ranks of the 
Military and Naval Services defending Port Arthur shall 
from May i till the end of the siege, count every 
month’s service as one year. I promote you to be a 
Cavalier of the Order of St. George of the 3rd Class, and 
I await 3^our recommendations for rewards for those who 
have distinguished themselves in battle. 

‘ “ (Signed) Nicholas.” ’ 

' The following telegram was received to-day from the 
Viceroy : 

" Prince Ukhtomsky is to hand over the command of 
the battleships and cruisers to Captain Wiren, and as 
soon as the ships are repaired the latter is to endeavour 
to break through to Vladivostock. 

* Rear Admiral Loschiiisky is appointed to command 
the sea and mining defences.” ’ 

This question of the fleet forcing its way to Vladivostock 
was discussed at a conference of flag olficcrs and captains, 
and they came to the conclusion that it was an absolute 
impossibility owing to the stale of the ships, the shortage 
of ammunition and men, and to the general coiiditions 
being three times as unfavourable as they were at the 
time of the sortie of August 10. The squadron had 
indeed been greatly weakened by the transfer of guns to 
the land defences, by the casualties among the sailors 
during the assaults in August, by the impossibility of 
going into dock for below-water repairs, and by its 
inequality in speed, all of which deprived it of chances 
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of siicxess. The attempt must have resulted in the 
destruction of all our ships, as for a wliolc montli the 
Japanese had been able to repair and rest. An encounter 
at sea with a force of double its strength, fresh, and with 
.superior speed, to say nothing of the preponderance in 
destroyers, must have entailed the absolute annihilation 
of the fleet, and the loss to Arthur of amnninition and 
several thousand men, whose value had already been well 
proved. 

The appointments of Loschinsky and Wiren met with 
warm approval. During the siege both had equally 
distinguished themselves, and had shown themselves to 
be the most energetic, gallant, and capal-jle of the senior 
naval officers. 

Notwithstanding his weak state of health, Smirnoff 
to-day went out to see the work on the third artillery 
line of defence, which had been newly armed with the 
naval guns. It ran from the northern part of the town 
wall to Stonebroken Ridge, Spur Hill, and Big Hill. 
Roads were being made, trees cut down, and the scene 
was a confusion of digging, blasting, levelling, building. 
He remarked : 

" As soon as this line is finished I shall be happy. I am 
quite easy about the rest.' 

On our way back we met StosscL * Aha ! so that’s 
it ? Wherever we find the war correspondent we find 
the Commandant, eh . . . was the rude welcome he 
gave the man whose energies and capabilities had 
gained for him the reward of Aide-de-camp to the 
Tsar ! 

Aye, and not only was he an aide-de-camp, but he was 
now a hero, for had he not been promoted to the St. George 
of the Third Class ? Alas ! how that Order for gallant ry fell 
in our eyes. It was dreadful to think of the Tsar and the 
millions of people in Russia who had been deceived by 
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his false reports. But for this I was forced to go and 
congratulate Iiim^ as for his former honour. After a few 
moments’ conversation he turned to me. 

^ Who writes the News ” in the Novy Kry ?’ 

^ I don’t know/ I had every right to say this, for, 
though it was not signed, I well knew that Stossel was 
aware J wrote it. 

* What are you doing with yourself?’ 

" I am collecting materials with which to write a 
book/ 

The General frowned, and his manner changed. 

‘ And you will, I suppose, only write the truth 
in it ?’ 

‘ Only the truth/ 

Ah ! all you correspondents are liars ! The one who 
pays most gets the truth/ 

‘ At present and till the end of the campaign, sir, I am 
in the power of the censors ; but later, taking advantage 
of the Tsar’s promise to the press representative of the 
capital, I shall consider it my duty to write the truth— the 
whole truth, in order that Russia and the Tsar may be 
spared another Pori Arthar- 

* And I wish to remind you, sir, that my name is an 
unsullied one, and I belong to one of the oldest of the 

noble ” families/ 

Two days later the following District Order appeared : 

‘ As the Novy Kry, although warned more than once, 
continues to publish information of the distribution and 
movement of our troops which would be better kept 
secret, the offices of the paper will be closed for one 
month.’ 

Colonel Raschevsky wrote as follows in his diary of that 
date : 

* Stossel has published a stupid order about closing the 
Novy Kry offices on the pretext that it publishes infornia'- 
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tioa about the sorlieSj patrols, etc*, which might be of use 
to the enemy. It is utterly absurd 1 The paper passes 
thiough the hands of two censors- — -the Commander of the 
Port and the Fortress Staff — and suddenly to deprive us, 
from pure caprice and out of an evident desire to make 
himself unpleasant to the Cornmandant, of the only source 
of information and news from without is/ etc., etc. 
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SEPT EMBER PASSES 

With the capture in the preceding mouth of Nos. i 
and 2 Redoubts the enemy had got close up to our 
positions, and the salient angle of the north-east front 
was almost in their hands. 1 say 'almost/ because the 
ruins of these works remained the greater part of the 
time unh'eanlcd, neutralized by the gun-fire of both sides. 
As soon as they wore abandoned by us, Smirnoff, appre- 
ciating their importance, decided, whatever it cost, to 
recapture them, and compel the Japs to retake them, 
and he considered the importance of this warranted the 
loss of even 2,000 or 3,000 men. Pie had accordingly 
arranged for a sortie in force, but Stusscl intervened, 
and prevented this by his Order of August 31, already 
quoted, in which he would only permit sorties in 
small parties. To attack these redoubts with small 
numbers was quite ineffectual, and could only result 
in useless loss of life, and Smirnoff tried in vain to 
persuade Stossel to alter his opinion. Had we only been 
able to recapture those works the effect on the moral 
of the men would have been great, as they would have 
realized that they could attack as well as defend; as it 
was, they had seen nothing but continual retirements 
ever since the war began. It would not have been 
impossible, for we possessed an excellent place d'armes 
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in roar and on the ilaak of these places in Rocky and 
Water Supply Redoubts, 

The Japanese meanwhile did not waste time; they 
sapped right up to the glacis of the two latter, thou 
started the first parallel, and, surrounding tlunu with 
trenches, gradually endeavoured to work theii way to 
Water Supply and Temple Redoubts. Here, again, the 
only course for us was to hamjjcr and delay the enemy’s 
steady trenchwork-advance by means of well-timed night 
sorties. But not only had Stdssel paralyzed any attempt 
at a sortie in force by his order of the 31st, but he also 
managed to stop all small sorties by his action after one 
such had been attempted. Order No. 590 of Scptem))er9 
read as follows : 

‘ On the niglit of September 8-9, Lieutenant Endrjiev- 
sky, of the 261h East Siberian Rifle Regiment, on his own 
responsibility, and without even reporting it to his com- 
manding officer, look roo men of the Scouts and per- 
formed vnrious pointless gallant acts. This only shows: 
(i) That there are officers who do not consider the lives of 
the soldiers entrusted to them to be of the least value, and 
do not consider themselves responsible for them ; to sSneh 
gentlemen the sacrifice of a niimber of men for a quite 
useless undertaking means nothing ; this proves llieir 
youth. (2) That in some units strict discipline is not 
maintained; for anyone to be able to take a company 
away from a bivouac without the knowledge of the com- 
manding officer is very extraordinary. 

‘ This officer is deprived of his appointment for taking his 
company out without permission, and for losing 5 men 
killed and iq wounded to no purpose ; he will not he 
recommended for any rewards, and will be transferred to 
the 27th East Siberian Rifle Regiment for duty. Colonel 
Semenoff, commanding the 2Gth East vSiberian Rille Regi- 
ment, will be good enough to look to the internal discipline 
of his regiment/ 

This order excited intense indignation, all that was 
most honourable and most sensible in the garrison was 
outraged. Thus was a gallant young officer, who had 
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risked his life to try and assist us to hold Temple Redoubt 
a little longer, held up to ridicule. Individual initiative 
was absolutely frozen up by this treatment, and no one 
attempted to carry out what, after all, is one of the most 
dangerous of operations, for all knew what the slightest 
piece of bad luck would mean for them. Had its author 
at all consideied the after-effect of this order, he would 
probably not have issued it. 

It has been said that Stdsscl was liked by his subordi- 
nates, but he was feared, not loved, and he in his turn 
caix^d so much for the men under him that he did not 
consider it necessary to lide round the positions. And yet 
when telegiaplung to the Tsar his thanks for his promotion 
ill the Order of St. George, etc., he vSaid that he had that 
^day, on the positions, made the Tsar’s telegram known 
to all.' He never went nearer the front than the barracks 
of the loth Regiment, the safest spot in the whole Fortress ! 

On September 9 I, as usual, accompanied the Com- 
mandant on his inspection of the positions. As we went 
round, the men, taking advantage of the lull, were resting, 
having, wherever they could, buri’owcd under gi'ound. 
The Chinese Wall had been repaired, and was held all 
along its length by infantry. Life at the front, though 
possibly exciting, was now neither amusing nor pleasant. 
The air all round reeked with the mingled stench of de- 
composing bodies, garlic and disinfectants, for on all sides 
hung pieces of linen steeped in carbolic acid. At first the 
men could not ea1 , but they gradually became acclimatized- 
Dogs had long ago fled. 

On the 15th I spent some time on the splendidly 
appointed hospital ship Mongolia^ and was much struck 
with the perfection of the arrangements, and the contrast 
between the comfort and cleanliness on board and the 
squalor and filth at the front, I met one of the nurses 
who had served with the Red Cross in the late war in 

^3 
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South Africa, I aKkecl her which she thought was worse, 
this war oi the other, 

‘ There, in comparison to what is going on here, tilings 
seem trifles : the wounds tliere were gcnerall}^ sni.all ; hoio 
they arc dicadfuh’ 

Meanwhile, on land, the enemy were, generally speaking, 
quiet. The reconnoitring paliols of both sides frc'qucntly 
came into contact, and each tried to snatch surprises and 
ambush the other. But the results were small. They 
shelled our defences, and wo in turn did our best to foil 
them and delay their siege-works. On the T7th 1 accom^ 
panied Smirnoff on a visit to Coloncd Yolsliin, wlu) had 
been wounded, and a good deal was said about the inactivity 
of our engineers. 

If we h^id 0013^^ had good men here, in six years what 
might we not have done, seeing what liad been accom^ 
plished in four months ? Our senior as well as junior 
engineers entirely forgot that enormous progress has been 
made of late years in ballistics, and apparently had no 
knowledge of modern artillery. They quietly pursued the 
prehistoric dogmas of ancient manuals. 

In a fortress with a stony soil like Arthur— soil which 
cannot be touched with entrenching tools •--all the mobili- 
zation defence works, especially those of heavy profile, 
should have, to guard against such assaults us we had 
experienced, been prepared beforehand. The mobiliza- 
tion works in Arthur were only begun on the arrival of the 
new Commandant on March 17, up till which lime they 
had not been touched. The whole attention had been 
directed to the central walb and on the forts and intci’- 
mediate works. 

There was no mobilization scheme in the Fortress. 
Perhaps General Bazilevsky knew of one, as he had seen the 
gradual development of the Fortress works, which had gone 
on for over ten years. Unfortunately, all records of those 
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matters had been dcspatclicd to [“larbin, and no one in 
Arthur, not even the Commandant, knew anything of them. 
It may be asked why the new Commandant was not 
entrusted with the plan of mobilkation works ? Why 
did General Bazilevsk}^ — if he had such a plan — not give 
it to Siossel ? Why did Kuropatkin when he went round 
the Forliess not ask for the plan of its works, even thougdi 
only roughly drawn out ? Because in all probability one 
never existed. As to General Stossel, it is quite possible 
that he did not know that a fortress ought to have a 
mobilization scheme, or did not even appreciate what 
a mobilization scheme was. He knew nothing about the 
works of the Fortress; they had been entirely under the 
contiol of Bazilevsky, who worked absolute!}^ indepen- 
dently, and was subordinate only to the Viceroy. For him, 
it was a sufficiently important duty to dismiss and abuse the 
cab-drivers on the streets, to order private soldiers who 
were improperly dressed back to barracks^ and to order 
men walking about in the streets to keep step. To march 
out of step he considered such a crime that he thought it 
necessary even to make a special report on this subjecl to 
the Viceroy. He was Ihex'efore very busy, and of course 
could not trouble himself about a defence scheme. 

Daring vSeptember x8 and 19 heavy firing took place all 
along the line, and the attack on Water Supply and 
Temple Redoubts was fiercely pressed. The enemy 
mounted artillery within too yards of the former, and 
after changing hands six times, it remained on the igth 
a smoking ruin, in the enemy’s hands. Temple Redoubt 
was captured on the 20th, on which day furious attacks 
were made on Long Hill and 203 Metre Hill, and Pan- 
lun-shan was shelled, In the evening the first was 
seized by the Japanese* With the capture of Water 
Supply Redoubt the town was deprived of the usual 
water-supply, but F'resh Water Lake and the wells dug 

13 --^ 
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by Sniirnofr’s orders gave us plenty of water for I he 
requirements of the garrison and civil population. 

From the early hours of the 2ist the Japanese attacked 
203 Metre Hill, upon which their gin>iire was also con- 
centrated. TIic whole of the western front and pait ol 
the eastern replied by massed fire. The assault increased ; 
column after column rushed forward on to 203 Metre 
Hill, covering all its foie hills and slopes with heaps ot 
dead, but at 8.45 a.m. they were repulsed. This assault 
was distinguished by particular obstinacy- I rnysoll saw 
how, when their attack was repidscd, instead of retreat- 
ing, the enemy began to build parapets of their dead and 
wounded comrades on the granite slopes of the hill, for 
they had no sand-bags. From this parapet they kept up 
rifle-fire all day on 203 Metre Hill and its spurs, on Fort 
No* 5, and on the Military Road, making all communica- 
tions impossible. From morning till late in the evening 
the Japanese guns kept up a constant bombardment on 
203 Metre Hill, and its position became more critical with 
every hour. Having got three-quarters of it, they meant to 
get possession of the rest at all costs ; they slowly crawled 
upwards, fell dead, rolled back, and others dashed forward ; 
they lay GOncealcd and waited for reinforcements, nothing 
would drive them back. All their thoughts, all their 
endeavours were to get possession of this hill. Our men 
began rolling down great boulders from the top. These 
bounded down, flattened out the dead, and sought out the 
living, who, in trying to dodge, exposed themselves, and 
were shot by our men on the look out. 

There you have the poetry of war — the reverse of a 
battle picture. 

The following is what Colonel Raschevsky wrote on the 
21st; 'In two days, the i8th and igth, we have fired 
70,000 rounds. As we have for long been short of 
shells, batteries were often unable to reply to the enemy* 
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From May 26 (the battle a1 Kinchou) our losses have 
been: killed, 3,200 men and 59 officers; wounded, 8,500 
men and 286 officers. Of the wounded, up to the present 
not less than 2,500 to 3,000 have recovered and retiiiricd 
to the front,’ 

During the night of the 2i5t about goo corpses were 
collected under 203 Metre Hill. At 2 a.m, on the 22nd 
Colonel Tretiakoff reported that the enemy were again 
advancing on to it, and that our men had great difficulty 
in holding on. Fort No, 5 was bombarded all da3^ On 
the 22nd the town and part of our line were being bom- 
barded, when Smirnoff started to reconnoitre 203 Metre 
Hill himself. Under a hot fire we reached Fort No. 5 
fby courtesy a ‘ fort/ for it had no masonry shelter, and was 
even now a ruin), but had to wait until the fire slackened 
at the enemy’s dinner-hour before we could venture to 
watch over the parapet ; he then saw how 203 Metre Hill 
was surrounded. To relieve Fort No. 5, which was being 
heavily shelled, he decided to telephone to Electric Cliff 
to turn their fire on the enemy’s guns, but the time taken 
to get the telephone message through was disheartening. 
(I have seen an article in the Voemty Sbornik by a 
M, Tirnchenko-Ruban, to the effect that the Fortress was 
supplied with materials for telegraph and telephone con- 
struction on a Itixunoiis scale !) 

The General was disturbed about the position of 
203 Metre Hill, though for that front, as a whole, he had 
no fear, He thought that the enemy would storm this hill 
that night, and that they must therefore have large masses 
of reserves collected somewhere close by : he wanted to find 
those reserves. His theory was justilicd, for at i p.m. a 
report was received from an observation post at Pigeon 
Bay that, from a small peak half a mile away, a good view 
could be had of a deep ravine running to the foot of 
203 Metre Hill, and that in it the enemy’s reserve of 



SE PTEMBER PA SSES 


ig8 


I Chap. xx.ix. 


almost two regiments was hidings waiting apparently till 
dark to make a fresh attack on the hill. 

Smirnoff at once telephoned to Colonel Khvostoff to 
send a section of qnick-hrers from Idao-tich-shan or Fort 
No. 6 to shell them, and at the same time tf)l(l him to 
warn all guns on the west front to be ready to sweep 
the south-west foot of 203 Metre Hill, where the enemy 
were boimd to first show themselves on leaving the ravine. 
The section of quick-hrers moved cautiously towards 
the ravine without being seen from the enemy’s siege- 
batteries. It then suddenly opened rapid fire on the 
crowd of reserves massed in the ravine, and caused great 
loss. They were surprised, and, as had been foreseen, 
bolted out on to the slopes, where they came under the 
lire of the guns of the west front and scattered in jxmic, 
leaving great numbers of dead behind. It was a most 
skilful and daring operation, for these guns advanced to 
within one and a half miles of the cnomyks outposts and 
four miles of their siege -guns ; the gunners must have been 
so taken aback that they did not at once open fire, and it 
Wtis evening before our section was forced to return to 
Liao-tieh-shan, after a bi'iUiant piece of artillery work. 

On that night a pyrox3dine mine was rolled into the 
attack trenches, and caused avdul havoc, a number of 
the enemy being literally blown to atoms and many 
burnt and wounded. The remainder bolted, and, falling 
into our wire entanglement, wore hurled down the hill. 
After this they again made two mad efforts to storm the 
hill from the north-west, but both assaults were repulsed 
with loss. 

On the morning of the 33rd another Japanese battalion, 
which was in this same ravine, came under the fire of our 
guns, took to the slopes, and in about ten minutes was 
also wiped out of existence. 

The initiative in thus checking the attack on the almost 
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captured 203 Metre Hill was the conception and work of 
the Commandant alone, and was due to his true grasp of 
the siLuation and his taking the risk of sending guns 
where most other commanders would have feared to send 
them,* 

In Stossel’s order of thanks to the troops for their work 
on this occasion, all the seniors were mentioned by name 
— except Smirnoff! 

From the moment this assault was beaten back, the 
trenches in front of 203 Metre Hill were gradually 
evacuated, and the enemy went to earth only on Angle 
HilL All their sapping was confined to the north-east. 
On the western front of the Fortress there now remained 
in our possession only 203 Metre, Flat, and Divisional 
Hills. 

There was now^ more interference than ever with 
Smirnoff's arrangements. No sooner did the Com- 
mandant give an order (based on his personal acquain- 
tance with the state of affairs) than it was altered. It 
was only througli the mediation of Kondratenko that a 
deadlock was prevented ; in fact, Kondratenko's chief work 
now consisted in persuading Stosscl that the opinions of 
one of his friends — always diametrically opposed to Smir- 
noff’s — were detrimentah Every morning and late every 
evening, after going round the fighting-line, Kondratenko, 
Biely, Grigorenko, and Khvostoff used to meet the Com- 
mandant. All questions as to the defence which were pend- 
ing were then decided, and the programme of future work 
for armament, fortification of positions and distribution of 
troops and their supply was worked out. Each of those 
present received detailed instructions, and at the following 
day’s meeting reported results. Stdssel and his staff" never 
took part in these meetings. Indeed, he, as a rule, did 

* Several of the general officers in Arthur claimed that it was due 
to them. 
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not interfere till aflcr Smirnoff had issued his orders ; he 
then altered them or by his own made it impossible to 
cany them out. But, nolwithstandiug this, woik con- 
tinued, for all knew that it was necessary, though the 
District Staffs intcifcrcnce often caused liopclcss confu- 
sion, hindered success, and deinorali/^ed tlic gariison 

I'he following is what Colonel Kaschevsky wrote in his 
diary on September 28 : 

' What strikes one most on inspecting the fortifica- 
tions on 203 Metre Hill is the impossible arrangcineiU of 
the trenches which encircle the whole of the to[) and 
have apparently been made under the iuilncncc of our 

Mad Mullah.” Those placed on the sleep slopes are 
deep, narrow, and have a veiy thick roof. Tlicy le- 
semblc long dark coiridors with narrow slits in the 
front wall- To hold such trenches 'S difficult, for they 
arc quite unadapted for defence. The loopdiolcs luivc 
been made tight under the roof, so that to look out 
of them in a downward direction is impossible, and the 
field of fire is consequently very small. In fact, all beyond 
20 to 25 yards i$ dead ground, so that an attacking force 
can get up almost to the position without loss. They 
are difficult to aim from, as the men cannot stand up 
straight and have to fire stooping. Generally speaking, 
their arrangement is such that the attacker is able, with 
small loss, almost to fall on the defender and take the top 
of the hill, whence the defence can be driven from under 
the bomb-proofs. It is only the pluck and coolness of 
our men in making the most of the 535-yard field of lire, 
coupled with the indecision shown by the Japanese in the 
last moments of an attack— for they have not yet displayed 
dash or made a rapid attack with the bayonet — that has 
enabled uB to hold the hill so long.'' 

There was none too much ammunition in the [mrtress 
to waste, and yet while we were trying to husband il, the 
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following absurd note was written by Stossel to General 
Smirnoff. The author’s amazing ignorance of the func- 
tions of big guns and his want of foresight is by it strikingly 
illustrated ; 

' Groups from three to five men can often be seen 
running about on Pan-lun-shan. The ar tiller}^ does not 
shoot. Why ? They should never wait for orders to fire 
at infantry on the run. The artillery seems to want waking 
up, and it is not the first time this has come to my notice.’ 

The enemy did not leLck humour, I find a note in the 
diary for the 24th. ‘ It is said that the Japanese have 

dropped a letter for us recommending Electric Cliff to 
lire more carefully lest they should hit Kuropatkin 
Considering his many promises to come down and help 
us, this was rather smart. But all the same, even our 
friends the enemy had their disappointments. As Smir- 
noff said, ^ Their General Staff had furnished Tokio with 
a detailed plan of the Fortress, upon which the plan of the 
attack was carefull}^ worked out. They expected every- 
thing to go as had been ordained, and so have run up 
against some ** snags,” Where they never suspected any 
defences they have found works of strong profile. They 
have now fought for two months without doing much, 
though, till the naval guns had all been mounted, I feared 
for the north-cast ft'onl. They have fixed upon our 
weak side all right — the north-east— behind which is our 
heart. 

The September assaults had contributed their quota to 
the hospitals, where life had now been very sad for 
inonths : not only were the patients suffering, but the 
whole staff were worn out* 

Orx the 28th the besiegers’ attention was turned towards 
Erh-lung-shan and Chi-kuan-shan Forts and Kuropatkin 

For the detail of the guns taken from the navy and mounted on 
sfioie see Appendix 11. All these must have been surprises £0 the 
enemy. 
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Lunette, towaids which they were burrowing, while 
the former and Tumulus Fuiltery were hombaided. 
That day also we were favoured with visitors, lu tlie 
morning the look-out post on Golden Hill sighted a 
Ja])ancsG destroyer on the hori/oii from which a boat, 
flying the French flag, put off in the direction of AiLhur. 
Admiral Loschinsky sent out one of our destroyers, whicli 
brought the stranger into port. In her were two men 
who said they were correspondents of a French and an 
American paper. 

While the Fort Cominandei, Admiral Grigorovilch, 
was telephoning their arrival to the Commandant, they 
informed the officers around them that Kuropatkin had 
been defeated at Liao-yang and that the Haltic Fleet had 
returned to Libau. We had rcceivc<l no iicws for a long 
time from outside, and this, of course, quickly spread 
throughout the Fortress, producing an overwhelming 
impression* 

The Commandant at once ordered an aide-de-camp to 
meet the ncw-comcrs and take them to the Fortress Staff 
Office to be examined, and he requested the Chief of the 
Staff to let him know the result. He then busied himself 
with his work. Not hearing of them for two or three 
hours, he telephoned to the Staff Office for informations 
and was told that they had been met on the road to the 
Office by Stossehs aide-de-camp, and had gone to his 
quarters. Before half an hour had passed in came the 

orderly with the cards of X, and Y. ! The 

correspondents were inspecting the Fortress, accompanied 
by Lieutenant Malchenko, and, happening to pass the 
Commandants house, they thought they ought to pay him 
a visit I He did not receive them, needless to say, but 
rang up the Staff Office. 

Colonel Khvostoff arrived, and reported that the 
foreigners had been with Stossel, had lunched, and had 
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been sent round the Fortress works with Malchenko. 
They had shown no papers when asked for thein by 
the Port authorities, but had produced a letter they had 
brought for Stossel, the address of which was most 
ungrammatically written. Having arrived at Stdssel’s, 
they gave him this, which turned out to be a letter horn 
Christoforoff (Christoforoff and Prince Radzivill had 
brought Stossel the telegram about his appointment as 
Aide-de-Camp to the Tsar). Stossel asked them to lunch, 
and after the wine the conversation became intimate. 
Fie openly told them the condition of the Fortress, the 
shortage of ammunition and of supplies. After the feast 
he gave them permission to go round the works. Excusing 
himself on the grounds of woidc at the front which could not 
be postponed, and to which he had personally to see, he 
went for a walk in the town (instead of his usual after- 
lunch snooze). 

The Chief of the Staff finished, and every one was for 
the moment silent. A whirl of ideas flashed through the 
Commandant’s brain. Stossel was interfering in his 
arrangements, and would make the defence of the place 
impossible, and his authority was being undermined at 
every step. This stale of things must be stopped. 

^ Gentlemen, I am going at once to General Stossel, and 
will try to persuade him that suspicious correspondents 
must not be allowed to stroll about the town and Fortress. 
They must be arrested and examined.’ 

Having reached Slosscl’s, he pointed out that the 
arrival of these men, apparently with tlhe blessing of 
the Japanese and without any papers, necessitsited our 
looking upon them wiih suspicion, and that they must 
on no account be permitted to inspect the defences. 
Stossel replied it was nonsense ; that they had brought 
a letter to him. When it was remarked that this letter 
was so very badly written that it was hard to believe 
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Lhat a Russian officer could be the author, he replied 
that neither Christoforoff nor Prince Radzivill wore great 
scholars ! 

Smirnoff, feeling that Stossel might not wish to com- 
promise himself in the eyes of forcignets, said ; 

^ If, sir, it is inconvenient or awkwcnxl for you to arrest 
them after they have been your guests, I will undertake it 
as Commandant, and will have them examined. Let all 
the unpleasantness fall on me. Later, when we find out 
there is no reason to suspect them, they will blame me, 
and not you, and will take me for the Russian barbarian.' 

' Pooh 1 they will sec very little of the Foi tress. There 
is no harm in it. They will go back and write that we 
are not yet eating eatth, as niosl of the foreign press 
seems to think, and that bands are alwa)/s playing. How 
could they be spies, when they asked me to let them 
enlist in the volunteers that they might bark at the 
Japanese ?’ 

On the 29th, loaded with letters and requests, they loft 
the hospitable shores of Arthur, and when they had gone 
a short way they were taken up by a Japanese destroyer. 

I afterwards met X. in Tokio, He showed me 

a passport given him by the French Consul at Chifii, 
which was signed by the District Staff on September 28. 
Beneath was the signature of General Nogins Staff, dated 

the 29th ! From Nogi, Y. went to Nagasaki and 

X, — - — went to Chifu, whence he telegraphed untruths 
about Stossel to his paper. 

The day of their departure Stossel stupefied us. We 
had become hardened to most things, but the following 
order by the District Staff, dated September 39, was in its 
way a gem : 

^ ' Yesterday, the 28th, two foreign correspondents, 
French and German, arrived from Chifu. They were 
allowed to land without the permission of the Com- 
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maiidaiit, and without a careful inspection of their papers. 
They had letters of credit from the Consul, but no official 
permission to act as war correspondents from the Staff of 
the army. They came, of course, to ascertain the con- 
dition of Arthur, for while in one paper it has been said 
that we are already eating earth> another has it that bands 
play and we want nothing. Having detained them for 
twenty-four hours at the Staff Office under the supervision 
of an officer, I ordered the Chief of the Staff to examine 
their papers, and afterwaiffis to send thenn at once out of 
the Fortress, as I couldn't permit them to I'emain. 

^ Much nonsense is printed in foreign papers, from the 
capture of Port Arthur to the retirement of Kuropatkin 
almost as far as Harbin. Wc are inclined to believe all 
this, though it is utter nonsense- For instance, we are 
ready to believe that Kuropatkin has retired to Harbin, 
till we look at the distance, and see that he must in two 
days have gone a hundred miles; but our people still 
believe these things because they appear in a newspaper — 
a foreign paper at that. 

‘ For the future the Port authorities are requested not to 
allow an3mne to land without the Commandant’s or my 
permission, or without a careful inspection of papers. 
The Commandant will be responsible for this.’ 

I think comment on the above is unnecessary. 

At this time a rumour was current among our men that 
Arthur had been sold to the enemy. It was founded on 
letters from the Japanese saying: ^Wby do you hold 
on ? Arthur has been sold to us. Wc have it here 
on paper,' For the ignorant masses this was quite 
convincing. 



CHAPTER XXX 

MOLE WAKFARE 

October i was an epoch in the history of the defence of 
Port Arthur, for it was on that day that the first of the 
Ti-inch shells fell into the Fortress, and so changed the 
aspect of affairs. 

It was during a conference held on the positions that a 
message was received that an riduch shell had fallen in 
Chi-kuan-shan Fort, destroyed the masonry, and killed 
and wounded several rncji. Those who were present 
suggested that a bombaiahneni had again begun from 
seaward. 

^No, no. These arc newly mounted land guns— big 
guns. I am afraid they will do for the forts and the 
fleet.’ 

The majority of those present doubted it. 

^ You doubt it? It is no use. You will soon sec.’ 

I walked with General Smirnoff back from this con** 
ference along the hills. As the bullets were whistling 
over the deep trench along which we were walking, I 
could not help thinking that there was nothing worse 
than this whistling — one got used to shells, buL not to 
this ceaseless squeaking of invisible birds. We had 
scarcely got on to Mitrofauieff HiU when a pillar of 
vSmoke, sand^ and stones rose up out of Chi-kuan-shan 
Fort, as if a gigantic tree had sprouted up and been 
thrown down. Then, with clockwork regularity, fantastic 
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trees grew up every few minutes in different directions 
along the north-east front, and we heard the roars of 
dreadful explosions. Eight of them occurred in Erh-iung- 
shan and Chi-kuan-shan Forts this day and did great 
damage to the casemates. They were different to any- 
thing I had yet seen. 

About two o'clock in the afternoon a bombardment of 
the town began ; the fire was concentrated near the 
Tifonty Mill and grew heavier every minute. As the 
area of the falling shells gradually conlracled, it became 
clear that the target was this mill which supplied us all 
^vith dour. This was the first day of a special bombard- 
ment of the town : there were no ^ shorts ’ ; it was a 
deliberate cannonade. The ftro continued steadily, and 
the mill was struck by several shells. 

The result of the foreigners' visit to us was apparent ! 

The conditions in the besieged Fortress — the wearing, 
trying uncertainty, the want of confidence, and the con- 
stant, unavoidable danger began to tclL The younger 
men lost their nerve, and suicides commenced. 

On October 2, nine ii-inch shells fell in Fort No. 4, 
and it was reported that a large howit^jer was mounted to 
the right of, and in rear of, Sugar Flead. 

On October 5 a fire was caused on Tiger’s Tail by the 
enemy’s shells. In the morning we attacked Signal Hill, 
which we had abandoned the day before. After a fierce 
and bloody light we recaptured it, and it remained ours 
till the end of the siege. On this day Raschevsky’s diary 
says : 

*The parallels and approaches of the gradual attack 
against Chi-kuan-shan Fort, Open Caponier No, 3 and 
No, 2 Battery, have got much closer. The Japanese are 
working with great perseverance, notwithstanding our 
fire and occasional sorties. It has bceji decided to make 
these oftener and of greater strength,’ 
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And on the 7th he continued: 

^ . The approaches also arc being pushed forwaid 

with greater perseverence than ever toward our works ; 
WG can, in the daytime, even see the men digging, 
while wc arc not strong enough to concentrate our gun- 
lire on them. The situation of the approaches is par- 
ticularly dangerous in front of No. j Open Caponier, 
where the distance between the cnciny and otirsclvcs is 
only 50 yards/ 

In the aftci’noon the enemy suddenly began to shell the 
quarters of Stdsscl and Sniirnoff by rafales from th(ur 
small guns. Their sudden and extraordinarily accurate 
shooting is proof that they had learned from the ^corre- 
spondents^ where S(()Ssel and the Commandant were 
living, for up to this they had always fired on the Viccro^/s 
house. As soon as the first shells began bursting near 
Stbssel’s quarters lie at once gave orders that General 
Volkolfs house, which was at the foot of Quail Hill, should 
be got ready for him, and he began to move. However, 
an ii"inch shell happening to strike this house, compelled 
him to abandon the idea. 

On the 8th Raschevsky wrote : 

' Since 9 a.m. their big howit^:ers had been busy firing at 
our howitiiJcr batteries Nos. 20 and 21. By 1 o’clock they 
had fired about fifty-five shells at them. The left half of 
the masonry battery, No. 2I, afterwards presented a 
picture of complete destruction : the concrete is in many 
places destroyed, and has fallen down in great masses/ 

For six days now the town had been bombarded 
with iidnch shells — great masses of metal of awful 
destructive power* Nowhere could we find real safety 
from them except, perhaps, in the bornl>proofs of 
Madame Sxibotin, dug out of the rock. The concrete of 
the forts, the armour on the battleships, were penetrated 
clean through. From October i life in Arthur was any- 
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tiling but plcasaiil. On the evening of the gth the enemy 
seeuitd to be concentiating near Rocky Redoubt, Water- 
Supply Redoubt, and the village close by.^ We had 
made an attack, but as they were in great force, we had to 
withdraw. They were also active on the west fiont. The 
following is the entiy in the diaiy for the gth ; 

^ It was quite quiet up to 12 o’clock- Exactly at noon 
a salvo was lired at tlic town. After a short time it was 
repeated, and then, al 2 o’clock, the enemy turned all his 
nearest batteries on to the trench in front of Erh-lung-shan 
Fort, which we had recently lecapturecl, and we w'^ere 
obliged to abandon it again. To-day a sortie was ordered 
on the Redoubts with the object of seizing them and some 
of the Japanese ti'cnches in front. In the event of success 
the enemy would, oi course, have had to evacuate his 
parallels and approaches to Chi-kuan-shan Fort, from which 
they were now only 150 yards distant. The attack failed.’ 

On the loth the ii-inch shells did much damage on 
the north-east front. General Stossel published the 
following order this day : 

" On the 7th instant I received the following telegram from 
the Commandcr-in-Chief, dated Mukden, September 2u : 

' I have received your despatch of September 16, and I 
congratulate you warmly on your fresh success. We are 
making energetic preparations for an advance. The 
1st Army Corps has already arrived. God be with you ! 
Trust to me to succour you.” ’ 

When Kuropatkin received General Stossel’s piteous 
despatch asking that he might be allowed to i*emain on in 
Arthur, he had forw^atded it to Petersburg, asking what he 
was to do (Stossel had by this time been madeAide-de-Camp 
to the Tsar, and had been promoted to the Third-Class 
Order of St. George), adding that he had already twice 
recalled him from the Fortress. Petersburg replied that it 
left the matter entirely to him. Kuropatkin naturally did 
* Dapalidjiian. 
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not think ihal Stosscl had clmngod his spots by having had 
the above disUnctious conferred on him, but being a clever 
and experienced diplomat, ho did not wish definitely to 
recall a ncwly-appoiiiLed Imperial aide-de-camp, and so 
kept silence. 

On the irth and 12th there was lighting round Chi- 
kuan-shan and Erh-lung-shau forts on the east, as well 
as Fortification No. 3 and Tumulus Redoubt, where 
the enemy gained ground- On the west they were en- 
tienching on the slopes of 203 Mctic and Long Ililk 
The following is an extract from the diary for October 12 : 

'The enemy*s approaches are getting closer np. With 
wonderful energy and perseverance jhey are digging them 
towards Chi-kuan-shan Fort, Open Caponier No* 2, and 
B Battery. Early this morning two additional approaches 
were made towards Kuropalkin Lunette, and parallels 
were begun. Our artillery fire is not continuous enough 
to stop them. Sorties are not often made, and when 
made few scouts go with tltem, so that they are carelessly 
carried out, and have little result * consequently the siege- 
works are progressing rapidly. In the last parallel in front 
of B Battery the JapanOwSc have built a thick bomb-proof 
with a covering of Chinese wood, apparently with the object 
of protecting the gun crews from hand-thrown grenades. 

Wg are all alarmed for the condition of the caponier of 
the main faces of Chi-kuan-shan. They have mined behind 
the counLcr-scarp, and evidently mean to blow it up. In 
anticipation of this we are making two counter-mine 
galleries from the corners of the caponier, which, running 
for twelve yards, ought to hit their main gallery, but as 
the soil here is almost rocky, progress is slow, and wc 
may be late in intersecting the enemy’s gallery. In order 
to ascertain the position of their shaft, and the direction 
of their gallery, orders have been given for a sortie 'to- 
morrow, in which the sappers will take part.’ ^ 
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This sortie failed through the clumsiness and noise of 
the men who were not specially trained scouts. 

From Chi-kuan-shan we made another sortie on the night 
of the 15th. This also failed, owing to the majority of the 
men turning tail. Stossel's order about sorties midoubtedly 
had a good deal to do with the poor spirit shown on this 
occasion. An attempt was also made to stop the work on 
the sap-head by firing the war-head of a torpedo charged 
with 70 pounds of pyroxiline out of a torpedo tube on the 
parapet. On the 17th General Gorbatovsky look the 
place of General Nadein as commander of the right flank 
of the defences. 

In some places now the enemy were face to face with 
our men, with only a distance of twenty to thirty yards 
between them. Taking cover behind sand-bags, the 
Japanese were doggedly continuing step after step, yard 
after yard, and fresh earth was constantly being thrown 
up out of the deep saps which hid the men working. 
Occasionally one would see the glint of a spade, or a black 
forage cap, and along the communicating trenches here 
and there would run a Japanese dressed in black. 

On the 20th Raschevsky wrote : 

‘ At 3 a.m. a sortie was made from Clii-kuan-shan. Its 
arrangement was entrusted to me, as its main object was 
to reconnoitre the enemy’s works nearest to the fort : 40 
infantry and 5 sappers took part in it- Owing to the 
failure of the two preceding sorties, this one was most 
carefully prepared. The men were ordered to go round 
the foot of the glacis and its slopes, and to dash on to the 
head of the enemy’s three approaches. If possible they 
were to destroy the works, and not attempt to pursue, but 
immediately to return. A party of 55 infantry and 3 sappers, 
under the command of Ensign Marchenko, were lo go 
round the fort from the left, and to lie concealed on the 
glacis. The other portion, under the command of a non- 

14— 
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commissioned officer, was to break through the wire 
cut anglemc'iil ))laccd nlong the glacis of Die right face, 
and to lie down there silently and wait for the signal foi the 
general attack by both paitius. The signal was to be a 
ray of search- light thrown on to the neaicst peak of 
Ta-ku-shan, The fust flash, at 2.^15 a.m., was to be a 
warning for the men to be ready: the second, at 3 a.rn,, 
was to be the signal for the general attack. Both parties 
weiG then to dash simultaneously down the glacis right on 
to the appointed place. By doing this we hoped partly to 
escape the fire of the enemy's machine-guns, which in 
the previous sorties had fired along the direction of the 
salient angle of the glacis, and along the slopes under the 
flanks of the fort. Our men were not to fire till discovered, 
but directly the Japanese opened tire, the guns and infantry 
from the neighbouring works were at once to concentrate 
their fire on their near trenches — not, however, closer 
than a certain given direction towards the foot of the 
glacis — 'in order to divert their attention. At the same 
time a demonstration was to be made from the covered 
way of the salient angle by raising dummies up above the 
glacis, and throwing stones tied with string on to the wire 
entanglement to make it appear as if we were trying to 
advance from the centre and not from the sides- 

' As all the members of the sortie parties knew before- 
hand where to go and what to do, everything turned 
out almost as we had hoped. The sortie was a complete 
surprise to the cnemyj and, when our men dashed on to 
the heads of their approaches, they were sciased with panic. 
From the glacis I couldheaiTheir shouts of fear distinctly, 
and their fire was comparatively weak, no machine-guns 
being used. After these shouts we heard a few cheers, 
and then, after five or ten minutes, our men appeared at 
the caponier, where they rushed, fearing that the Japanese 
would recover themselves and get to work with their 
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machine-guns. However, they successfully went down 
the ladders into the ditch and got round the caponier. 
They had ascertained that the Japanese were making 
galleries under the caponier of the fort. The direction 
of one was along under the axis of the caponier ; the 
direction of the other we did not discover. The heads of 
their galleries were found covered by bomb-proofs, into one 
of which a sapper managed to throw a six-pound bomb. 
We lost 3 killed and 7 wounded, amongst whom, to our 
great regret, was Marchenko, very dangerously wounded. 
The result of the sortie was so far very successful, and our 
countermining will now no longer consist of groping 
blindly.' 

Colonel Raschevsky was inclined to judge our men 
severely, because they dag slower than the Japanese; he 
called them absolute children. I cannot agree. The 
Russian soldier, when he came to Port Arthur, was physi- 
cally strong, though intellectually starved. By this time 
he had become physically starved as well. No soldiers of 
Western Europe would have done what he did. 

Extracts from Colonel Raschevsky’s Diary. 

October 22. — ‘The Japanese approaches are being par- 
ticularly developed these days in front of Kuropatkin 
Lunette. There are scarcely any new ones in front of 
Chi-kuan-shan, but the men saw from Caponier No. 2 that 
stones were being carried out from under the glacis ; they 
were evidently from mine-galleries. 

‘To-day, for the first time, was heard a suspicious 
knocking in our counter-mines, I myself listened for 
a long time from both galleries, but could hear nothing. 
I think it must have been a mistake, and the noise was 
probably made by some one in the caponier. However, 

I have told the miners to listen oftener and more carefully.’ 
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‘ October ^33. — Tlic enemy have not yet clone anything to 
sci^^e Open Caponic'r No. 3, and the po^-ation then', most 
curious. We luive dug a trench and are holding two 
1 )ranrh ends. Al these ends arc oiir sentries; the Japs 
are behind lln^ sand-bag traverse. Occasionally onr men 
tl)ro\v hand-grcnad(’S at them, but they haven’t as yet 
replied. Al this dose range it is iinp)OSsiblc to prcvcml 
constant bring, each trying to spot the other and sliool first. 

‘Onr men resort to the following ruse: one fastens a 
pole on his back, on this is put a fur cap and round it a 
grcal-coat. He then crawls on all fours along the trench. 
The Japs at once open fire on v/hat tlicy think is a man, 
and, exposing themselves, give ns a target. Generally 
speaking, the men are in excellent S])irils, tliongh things 
are daily getting worse. Il is becoming colder — nlinosl 
freezing at night, and in tlic thin bomb-pi'oofs it is uncom- 
forlable, and in the trenches horrible. The danger from 
the enemy’s lire is daily increasing mid the food is 
wretched. Ihit our men dorfi scorn to notice it; on the 
contrary, they seem to be more lighbliearted and full of life. 

‘ A chicken costs roulilcs, a goose 20, an egg x, 
a pound of flour r, a pound of horseflesh I rouble/'' 

I'hc Colonel was to-day kinder to the men. llis engineer 
licart had grieved at the slow progress made with the 
works, and il: was (|uilo comprehensible. His one desire 
was al all costs to interfere with, to delay, the enemy’s 
works, not to give him a chance of seizing the trenches 
of the fort. In Chi-knan-shan the men felt uneas}^ 
expecting an explosion, but the countermining was in 
Rasebevsky’s capal^le hands. 

On the 2.1 til he wrote : 

‘Yesterday morning the noise of the eneni5" working 
was heard in our left gallery in front of Chi-kuan-shan ; this 
time it was more easy to be certain of than yesterday* 
^ About 10 roubles go to the English sovereign* 
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Judging from the lonclno^'-^s of it, the enemy cannot l)e 
hirther than 20 to 25 3'ards away, and are advancing. 
However, the Bounds arc very indistinct/ etc. 

On the 25th ho wrote : 

‘ Since 4 a.m. the enemy has ceased work in front of 
Chi-knan-shan, and has not recommenced up to the 
present. This is very suspicious. We must in any case 
not stop our work, but must shove on our two galleries 
and sink two new ones/ 

On the 26th : 

‘At 4 a.m. we suddenly heard the Japs working from 
the left gallery in front of Chi-kuan-shan, and the thud of 
their tools seemed much nearer and more distinct. When 
I listened to it about 9 a.m. it seemed as if they were at 
work almost 5 feet to the left and a little above. The 
calculations for a caraoiiflet ^ to destroy their gallery 
worked to a charge of about 320 pounds of powder, and 
I at once gave orders for a chamber to be dug out 
and all the necessary material for tamping it to be got 
ready, 

‘ After listening most carefully, we all came to the 
conclusion that the enemy was sinking a shaft from the 
surface of the glacis with the object of destroying our left 
gallery. At 8 p.m. the Commandant arrived, and, having 
listened attentively, said that he wished to fire the first 
camouflet himself.’ 

The besiegers had driven a long gallery under this fort 
so as to blow it up, and the defenders dreaded an explo- 
sion any moment. The dangers were much exaggerated, 
for some one spread a rumour that the Japs were laying 
a charge of thousands of pounds of dynamite, and the 
whole fort would be blown into the air. Though this 

* A camouflet is a mine calculated to break down and shatter an 
enemy's underground gallery without causing any crater at tire surface, 
—E, V.% 
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was of course absurd^ in their hearts the men believed it 
and it acted on their spirit- 

It was a calm night wlien the Commandant 

went to inspect the lent and the progress in mining. 
Having received the report of the ofheer commanding, 
General Smirnoff wcMit to look at the destruction to tlie 
masoniy work, which had just been badly breached by 
1 1 -inch shells. Then ho descended into a subterranean 
casemate, where Im was vnet by Colonel Grigorenko, the 
Fortress Chief Engineer, Colonel Raschevsky, Colonel 
Tretiakoff (an expert in mining), and some junior officers. 
Having gone down into the low subterranean gallery and 
crawled to the end, ho listened attentively to the work 
being done by the enemy, X'rom this gallery he crawled 
through to tlie next, where he again listened. Not more 
than 3 to 4 feet of graniic can have been between him and the 
enemy. Every one looked at each other in uslonishmenl ; 
this daring act of Smirnoff's sarpvisod us. Amongst the men 
the word was passed in an instant: ^The Commandant 
himself has crawled into the gallery.' Some believed it, 
some did not ; but il made a groat impression. 

At a conference in the orHcers' casemate (where General 
Kondratenko was killed later on) it was decided to load 
the camonflet without loss of lime. The condition of the 
fort was indeed .serious; any hour, any minute, an ex- 
plosion might take place, II was a question of who 
could explode Ibeu' mine first~a game, and a dangerous 
game ! All were nervous ; but General Smirnoff calmed 
every one by a few vvords. 

Heavy and continual bombardment of the position was 
carried on on the a6th and syth. At 11 a.m. on the 37th 
the Commandant, accompanied by Lieutenant Hammer, 
arrived in the fort, where everything was ready for firing 
the camonflet. All the Fortress guns were ordered, in ease 
oi a successful explosion, at once to open fire on the 
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enemy’s batteries if they should concentrate their fire on 
the fort. At this time the cnern}? were methodically shell- 
ing this fort, Kuropatkin Lunette, and B Battery with 
li-inch shells, which were detonating every two or three 
minutes. After an inspection of the tamping/^ the electric 
leads were extended from the station in the casemate to 
the outer parapet, when, taking advantage of the interval 
betw^een the shells, the General went on to the parapet 
and pressed the firing-key. 

Above the caponier rose a cloud of dust and smoke, 
out of which projected planks, stones, and bodies. We 
had succeeded,! and the garrison breathed again. The 
awful, weary hours of waiting had passed. Congratulating 
every one, the General went down into the inner courtyard. 
His presence as Head of the Fortress at the most dangerous 
place in the defences soon became known, and inspired 
every one to further efforts. 

On the 28th the Japanese blew a breach through the 
wall of Caponier No. 3. They followed this up with an 
assault, but were repulsed* The same afternoon batteries 
were shelling the road from Little to Big Eagle’s Nest, 
from the saddle of Ta-ku-shan. This only emphasised 
what the loss of that hill meant to us. One cannot help 
asking why, when Velichko drew out the plans of the 
Fortress, he did not insist on Ta-ku-shan being fortified ? 
It was a natural fort ! Could he not realise the difficulty 
of defending a fortress when its roads are under shell- 
fire from the very commencement, and he our leading 
Professor of Military Engineering ? On the western front 
there was considerable activity towards Wolf’s Hills, the 
trenches of Siu-shuing village. 

* To ‘tamp* a mine is to fill up the gallery by which it is loaded 
with earth or other material, so that the force of the explosion shall 
not he dissipated in that direction.-— E. D. S. 

t From the description it seems that this was more than a camou- 
flet.— E* D. S. 
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So far, SmifuolT had cndoavovirod imbae the men with 
llu' idea c)f no snrroiulcr, but Gcjicrnl Fock nenv wrote a 
mcmoranduin in which he persuaded General Stiisscl to 
lay mines under our lorls in order that they might be 
blown up when it was decided to abandon thcin ! Smir- 
noff protested most velicincntly, trying to sliow that 
mining our own forts (lo sa3^ nothing of the danger to the 
men in tlicm) would sap ;ii its vesy roots lh(' principle tliat 
a fort might perish but must never surrender, and would 
consequently demoralise the troops, 

Sldssel believed Fock, and insisted The Commandant 
then sent Grigoreuko to him, who submitted a detailed 
rciport, in vvhicli he pointed out most clearly that the results 
of the explosions of such mines would, generally speaking, 
bo inconsiderable, whilst Die mines, if laid, would con- 
stitute a groat danger io the garrison, ns a chance ii-inch 
shell might (^ause a pnunatnre explosion. Dut Stcissei had 
made up his mind, and ordered chambers to be made in 
the forts for the laying of charges. In Chi-kuaa-shan, how- 
ever, the Commander, Licnlcnaut Floroff, said point-blank 
that so long as he was in the fort it should not be mined. 

General Stcissel was in the habit of issuing frequent 
orders direct lo General Bicly, Commanding the Foi tress 
Artillery, and gave the strictest instriiclionsS that not a 
gnn was lo be mounted without liis special sanction. As 
he never visited the fronts attacked, and, therefore, could 
not judge of the state of affairs himself, the result of this 
order could have been merely lo make unpleasantness for 
General Smirnoff and to interfere with his work. Though 
things were usually done In the end as Smirnoff wished, 
all this hindered progress and made matter’s very 
difficult. When systematic attacks began before the 
general assault of October 30, Slossol, ignoring the Com" 
mandant, told General Biely to open lire from the north- 
east front on to the ground near to the fortifications at 
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sunset — at first at intervals, more often be: tween 7 and 
8 p.m., and again intermittently from then till 10 p.m. 
His ostensible reason was that the enemy would attack 
at that time. Of course, thc}^ did not do so, but despite 
the protests of Smirnoff, Ihely, and Kondratenko, ho in- 
sisted upon this cannonade — an utter waste of ammuni- 
tion, when every shell was valuable. 

To fire awa}^ onr ammunition pointicssly in this manner 
was unjustifiablcj nay vSiiicidal, and the motive for doing 
so is difficult to comprehend. 

The following were some reports received on the 
29th : 

‘ There has been gun and rifle-fire all night. A fight is 
now being waged for the trenches. In Chi-kuan-shan the 
enemy have blown in the roof and outer wall of the 
caponier, and are making use of iron shields in the 
attack. From the opening they have dug a trench to their 
trenches. The fire is increasing on Erh-limg-shan, Forti- 
fication No. 3, and Tumulus.’ 

On the night of the 29th a heavy bombardment of the 
position look place, and on the 30th there was a general 
assaulb The following telephone messages will show the 
progress of the fighting : 

From Colonel Naumenko. 

IT.50 a.m, — The artillery-fire is increasing. Shrapnel 
has begun. We are awaiting the attack.’ 

From Snb-L'ieiUeiuuU Vonliarliarsky. 

12 noon, — ‘The Japs are storming B Battery.’ 

12.30 p,m. — ‘A bayonet fighl is going on in B Batter}^’ 

12.50 p.m. — * A Japanese flag has been planted on the 
parapet of B Battery. It has been torn down, but the 
Japs are near the guns.’ 
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From Captcnn Goloinin. 

I. 55 p.iTi. — ' ForLificatioii No, 3 is on fire. Our men 
are holdin^ij the 

2,10 p*m. — ' Foilifiealion No. 3 is burninf^ and the iaco 
has boon occupied by the Japs. Oiu men are in the 
gorge. Chi-knan-shan, Forlification No, 2 and Knrop.dkin 
Liinetle were capluredj bill liave been retaken.' 

2.23 p.in.-- ‘ Forliricalion No. 3 has been rccaj7tiircd.' 

From Colonel SenicnuJ) : 

II. 30 a.m. — ^ The Japs are in force under Frh-lnng-shan.’ 

12.25 p.nu — ‘Water Supply Redoubt and irciicJies are 
strongly occupied by the Ja}>s.’ 

I p.m. — ‘Idle Japs arc moving in force on Rrlidung-shand 

2.5 p.rn.— ‘Th(i Japs were diivcn out of fi Battery at 
t p.m. They are on Wolfs Hills in forced 

2.25 p.nu — ‘From Wolfs Hills the Japs are moving in 
front of Water Supply RedoulAd 

5.15 p.nn— ‘The Japs are entrenching themselves in 
front of the ohstacU^s of Fortilication No. 3. They are 
laying sand-bags along 1he trench that was ours. They 
have got storming ladders,’ 

The third general assault on October 30 was preceded 
for four days by a cruel bombai'dment, which began at 
midday on the 26tb, and gradually increased till the 
night of the 2gth. For forty-eight hours the works on 
the north-cast front were incessantly pounded, the enemy 
deciding to break down and annihilate everything with 
their fire, and then to dash on the defondeis with the 
bayonet* The night of the 30th was black, and the sky 
cloudy. Morning came, and the fire increased, and by 
10 a.m, the whole front was enveloped in dense smoke : 
the hills wore literally reeking. The whole destructive 
energy of hundreds oi guns was thrown on the portion 





Oct., 1904] END OF THE THIRD ASSAULT 221 

from B BatLery to Fortilication No. 3. It seemed as if 
everything there must be destroyed — every living thing 
killed, that no one could be left to defend, and that any 
moment the enemy would dash in to fight in the very 
streets. Further opposition seemed useless, inhuman. The 
fire slackened, and then again broke out; shiapncl was 
floured on to those points that were to be stormed ; the 
other works were paralysed by high explosive shells. The 
assault began, and the Commandant quickly moved the 
reserve companies along the ravines to the attacked 
points. The enemy dashed in with the bayonet, and hand- 
to-hand fighting ensued. The Commandant followed the 
progress of the assault and defence on the telephone, 
and the reserves were massed in time at all the most 
dangerous points successively. 

At last the front was again clear. We had survived the 
third assault, and the crisis was over. 

The October attacks were short, but most determined and 
bloody. As regards their success, it was but slight- The 
enemy had gained some dozens of yards— no more. Our 
total loss WHS Open Caponier No. 2, already quite de- 
stroyed by the bombardment. The J apanese had fired over 
150,000 shells. 
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I'ui'. OcLubcr absaultti had hccii repulsed. I'he third 
obsLiiratc attempt to get possession of Arthur had been a 
complete failure, atid had cost the enemy more than 
10,000 killed and wounded, Wo breathed freety again- 
Though tired and utterly worn out, the success instilled 
fresh life and energy into the whole garrison, and revived 
their hopes. After all, the Japanese were only human 
beings, and ihey must eventually l)ccoiTie tired out and 
have to confess that Arthur was too much for them. 
The long inonlhs of bombardment, the anxious days of 
assault, the death and the suffering of thcnisands of our 
nearest and dearest, as well as that of the enemy, had 
somehow made us feel attached to these inhospitable 
mountains and the mournful ocean which silently lapped 
against the shores of the Kwantun Peninsula. Arthur had 
become near and dear to us, almost as if it were our native 
hmd, in which we had passed our lives. It was i)ainful 
to think that perhaps the time would come when the 
Japanese, might break in and become masters of it all. 
Each of us felt in greater or less degree that he was 
taking pari in a historic drama; he reali^jed that the 
whole woidd — civilized and uncivilized — was keenly 
watching every phase of this bloody struggle, and was 
impatiently wailing the conclusion : for whatever the end 
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was to be, it would have aa inllucnce, not only on the 
future of Russia, but on the future of the world. 

But to coriimue with our chronological narrative : On 
October 31 the enemy on the eastern front were making 
preparations to assault Fort Erh-lung-shan and the inter- 
mediate works near. They were repulsed in their assault 
on Chi-kuan-shan, but that fort was in a most critical con- 
dition. On the west their assault on Fortification No. 3 was 
beaten back, with a loss of nearly four companies to them 
from our gun-fire. On November i Stossel excited much 
indignation by accusing a most excellent officer — Colonel 
Munnan — against whom he had a grudge, of malingering. 
He appointed a special medical board to examine him, 
but similar publicity was not given to the finding of this 
board — an acquittal — as w’as given to the accusation. On 
November 2 the following entry was made by the late 
Colonel Raschevsky in his diary : 

* It is interesting to spend a night in Fort Chi-kuan-shan. 
Here we are all in good spirits, though rifle-fire never for 
a moment ceases. In the darkness of night, broken only 
by the detonation of a pyroxyline grenade, the flare of a 
rocket, or the flash of shrapnel, the dark figures of soldiers 
doing their best to repair the damage caused by the 
bombardment of October 30 can be seen swarming about. 
Wood fires arc kept burning in the ditch of the caponier, 
in order to prevent the enemy breaking through unseen 
along the ditch towards the gorge, Wc are waiting to 
be attacked to-morrow, the Mikado’s birthday. It is a 
strange coincidence that to-morrow is also the anniversary 
of the Tsar’s accession to the throne.’ 

Raschevsky mentioned wood fires. In properly built 
forts in Western Europe a number of welFprotected 
electric lights are arranged in the wall of the counter- 
scarp to light up the whole of the outer ditch of^^he work. 
Of course, such a luxury was not to be expected in Arthur, 
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wliero the Fortress was defended by pnniitivo means and 
all ^VrlS IcfL to the bravery and inveiitiv^eiieLiS of individiialb. 
Ill many ways the defence siii^ycstcd nicdimval da^rs, when 
luimaii life was of little value. The Japanese^ heroically 
throwing away their lives in front of Arthur, strewing (he 
ground with their bodies as if they were saeks o( earth, 
showed that we liad to deal with cnlighteiUMl bailraitans, 
inspired by great patriotisui and a dex^p coiiviclion that a 
victorious campaign, in particular the conquest of Ail bin, 
would give them a pernument economic position on the 
coiitioenL ol Asia. 1 know that I shall i)e told that 1 am 
wrong, but, still, 1 ventnr(3 to express my opinion that the 
Japanese are savages, but enligliLened savages, for they 
knew that they could by their blood relieve un econoiruc 
crisis in their country. In Japan before the war I often 
talked with one of the best educated of Japanese. On iny 
asking if Japan really meant to light ns (I was then under 
the delusion tliat Arthur w'as ready and that our War 
Ofiice was capable), he thought deeply in an apparent 
effort to answer me. The question was a serious one, 
one which every Japanese invariably triecl to avoid, I 
had long intended to put it, but had refrained, knowing 
from experience that I should only receive the kind of 
reply of which every Japanese is a past-master — a reply 
— but not an answer. He thought for five minutes and 
then vSaid : ‘'Our nation works differently to the way 
you work in Europe. Our poor do not know what it 
is to rest. They arc thrifty and sober ; they have little 
to eat, and that little is bad ; yet most of them arc 
fairly educated. Machinery is beginning to be largely 
used everywhere, so that small industries arc failing, and 
the proletariat is increasing daily. Our nation is fond of 
its country and of the Mikado, and wishes much to cat, 
drink and read, to multiply and to educate their children, 
etc,— in fact, to live under conditions of cortuin refinements 



Nov., 1904I 


IVIIAT JAPAN WANTS 


225 


(lie was quite right. I have travelled nuicdi, and-, with the 
exception of aujong the English, 1 have nev(u seen such 
rclinciucnl and cnlUiie in domestic life as with the 
Japanese. Japan is called the ‘Country of the Rising 
Sun I think T should not be far from the truth if I called 
it the ‘ Country of Childien that Never Cry.’) ‘Politics 
have taken a serious turn. We have begun to negotiate 
with Europe. Wo commencejd to watch, to listen to and 
to learn from liiuope: now wo have learnt all that there 
was to leach. On all our ships and in our factories 
English engineers have for several years gradually been 
replaced by our own, and we arc running those things 
ourselves ; but what wo want is land for our growing 
population and markets for our industries, In Tukio they 
have been doing their best that the masses sliuuld hate 
the Russians for taking Arthur^ and they have been 
working on the national pride. The school-teacher and 
the priest have educated and arc educating the nation to 
this end, and every Japanese knows his own national 
history well, and knows, for instance, that in olden days 
Korea belonged to Japan, and that cue of our Empresses 
had of her own freewill given it up.’ 

[ listened attentively, and said that Japan would txever 
succeed if she tried a fall with Russia, for that Colossus 
would crush her- In a ct)uplc of months the clamour of 
war was heard. Having arrived in Arthur, I, like others, 
at lirst believed in a happy issue of the campaign. 1 was 
convinced that Japan would be annihilated, and I was 
sorry for her* 

The day before the anniversary of the capture^ of Arthur, 
Colonel Tirtoff, who was in charge of the Novy Kry till 
ArtemiefCs arrival, had asked me to write a leading article. 

I took one to him the same day, out of which he cut 
everything unpleasant that I had put in about the English* 
^ From the Chinese, D. S. 

tS 
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(I used then to write against them very strongly.) ' Admiral 
Makhai-off is opposed to attacking the English in the press 
until the war is over. He does not doubt how things will 
end, but till that time he wishes to be polite; and in 
Petersburg they arc of the same opinion. We must not 
commit ourselves/ was the advice of Colonel Tirtoff, as he 
handed back iny corrected MS. 

The following extract from Order No. 780 issued by 
General Stosscb published at this tirnC;, will not be without 
interest to the reader : 

(i) ^Thc detachments in each fort and battery will be told 
off in three reliefs. The first will be on duty and ready for 
any emergency, being relieved every two houis, i)etween 
6 p.m. and 0 a.ni. If there arc two officers, each will take 
half the night. Additional to officers connnanding sections 
of the defence, the following olficers will be lesponsible 
that this order is carried out, and will take steps accord- 
ingly : Generals Nickitiu, Tserpitsky ; Colonels Keuss, 
Savitsky, Khvostoff and NekrashcvitclnPoklad. Genei'al 
Nickitin> being the senior, will arrange for llie tours of 
duty, and will indicate the sc'Hions to bo visited and 
the hours for visits.’ 

Notwithstanding the fairly heavy losses we had suffered 
during the bombardments and assaults, especially in the 
last one, Smirnoff had not abandoned a single important 
work of the main line. With the exception of Nos. i 
and 2 Redoubts we had held our ground. Yet General 
Fock continually endeavoured to convince General Stdssel 
and the garrison that Smirnoff did not know how to con- 
duct the defence of the Fortress, and what could have 
been more subversive of discipline than the following 
meniorandutn published at the time by him ? — 



Nov., IQOII GENERAL FOCK'S MEMORANDUM 327 

Memorandum, dated Port Arthur, Novemder 3, rgo.ii. 

' A besieged fortress can bo comprued io«a man sufftTing 
from gangrene. Jn the sainc way that ho unisL sooner or 
later succumb, so, too, must a fortress fall doctor 

and the commandant should rerdi;ie this fact frean the very 
first day that tlie former is smnmoiicd to tlie bedside of 
the patient, and the latter placed in coimnatid of (he 
fortress. This, however, docs not prevent the former 
believing in miracles, or the latter hoping for a happy 
issue by external relief. And this belief is more necessary 
for the latter than the foirner, provided it is not so great 
as to make him careless. Gangrene attacks a man in his 
extremities—or,, in the toes — and it is the doctor’s duty to 
separate the part affected. His task consists in prolonging 
the patient’s life, and the commandant’s in postponing the 
dale of the fortress’s fall. The doctor must nut allow the 
patient suddenly to die, any more than the commandant 
must allow the fortress to fall suddenly tlirough some 
unfoiesecn circumstance. The patient should succumb 
gradually, beginning wilh the extrornitios, and so should 
the fall of the foriiess be gradual, beginning with its out- 
works. Successes with the first, as with the second, will 
depend upon the extent to which the infected incniber is 
in time removed, or the attacked position is abandoned. 
This task is no cas}^ one ; the doctor must bo a skilled 
professional lo bo able to fix the moment when the diseased 
organ is more harmful than useful; but 1his alone is in- 
sufficient, for the patient must first be persuaded to agree 
lo amputation, as without his consent the operation will 
be impossible- Who cai^es to lose a leg or an eye ? Some 
would prefer to die, and the doctor must be able to persuade 
the invalid that it is possible to get about without a log, 
that an i^merican artificial leg will enable him to dance. 
Nor is it easy for the commandant, who must have a 
thorough grasp of the situation, to be able to know when 
an attacked position has iniiicted all the loss that it can 
inflict on the attacker, and to recogni;?e the snonienl when 
the balance of superiority passes lo the enemy. The 
skill comht$ in being able to abandon a position before the 
final blow i$ delivered^ and at the same time to sell the 
enemy his success dearly. It must be borne in mind 
that fortress warfare resembles rearguard fighting, a fact 
which does not seem to he appreciated by everyone. 
But besides eyes the commandant must have character, 
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foi conimonscnse and conscience will call out Retire !” 
while sentiment and anger will cry Hold on Tie does 
not know what he can get — like the artificial log — in place 
of what he loses. With the doctor it is difierentj because 
his medical store contains false limbs, tlic‘ commandant’s 
docs not. Thcdoclor amputates the infected organs so as 
nol unnc-^cessarily to waste ^ the life’s blood, keeping it for 
the heart. The commandant abandons by degrees the 
enceinte of the fortress so as to pieserve strength for the 
keep. The length of a defensive line should correspond 
to the strength of the garrison. No doctor would torture 
a fiaticnt 1)y attempting to reunite the amjnitated organs, 
even though it be a tooth taken out by mistake. And, 
similarly, no commandant should waste his mt'n in an 
attempt to lecapiurc a position once yielded to the enemy, 
even though it wcie abandoned through carelessness. At 
Sevastopol we licld firmly on to what we had, but we did 
not once attempt to retake a position ; the redoubts 
Komchatsky, Selcnginsky and Volinsky arc good ex- 
amples. Osman Pasha, the c('lelna(ed defender of 
Plevna, never atlcmpted to retake a ])osition ; on losing 
one he hastcncxl to hold out another to our blows. Thus, 
when we seized Grivitsa Rcdoubl, ho got leady another 
for us wliich he named Grivilsa Redoubt No, 2, with 
which he checked our onslaughts. Would ho have held 
out long if he had attemplccl with his army of 40,000 to 
retake the redoubts from us ? He was careful of his men* 
and they served him with thefir spades, A doctor to per- 
form his task successfully must have more than a true 
hand and ej^e ; he must muke his assistants confonu stricdly 
to his requirements, and must also know in detail all their 
work, and be able to direct them while doing that work. 
Who could perfoim a good operahon if his assistants did 
not know how to help him, or through stupidity were to 
pull the thread or the wool out of a wound ? To that 
there would usually be but one end— death. And so for a 
cornmandant, it is not suffleient for him merely to select 
the site of positions and indicate the style of fortification. 
What use is a fortified position if its loopholes are un- 
suitable for firing, or, instead of giving the firer cover, 
expose him ? The Germans assert that with modern 
rides a flying sap cannot approach clusei than to within 
800 metres, etc., etc,’ 

This is a sufficiently long quotation to show in which 
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direction Fock’s mind wns working, and how he took 
Smirnoff’s disinclination to surrender anything. It was 
poisori' — slow— 'but certain poison, which even in October 
had begun to demoralize tlie garrison, which was l:)Cgin- 
ning to suffer from scurvy, induced by bad fooch Tho 
Commandant knew that this iTiemoraiidum was known 
to the whole garrison, for copies had been lithographed 
and freely distributed. But how could he deal wilh this 
enemy of the Imrlress ? Ho had done everything that was 
in his power ; he had already removed him from duty, and 
could do no more. The reader must not forget that 
General Fock had great inlluence (nau’ Stossel, that 
what he said at this lime he said ' order.' Tliere was 
only one thing to do, namely, to arrest both of them. 
Why did Smirnoff not do this ? ina)^ be asked, l^ocansc 
the garrison was already demoralized. It was tired, it 
was morally and physically worn out ; and if he had arrested 
Stosscl — Hho Tsar’s Ambassador,’ as Fock called him — he 
would not have had the full sympathy of the garrison, but 
would only heivc created more dissension and scundaL 
For what would these partisans of Stdssel— the all-powerful 
— have said in Arthur, if they had found out that ho had 
been arrested by the hated Smirnoff? For ho was then 
literally omnipotent, and the future hopes of many 
depended on him. When he arrived in Russia, instead 
of going into confinement as a prisoner of war, hundreds 
of his friends thought that he was the hero and 
Smirnoff the intriguer. Read their evidence before tho 
Committee of Inquiry, and you will be amazed to see to 
what extent men can lie to save their own worthless skins. 
Therefore, keenly as Smirnoff felt the baneful influence of 
this effusion of Fock’s, he was powerless. To have such 
a spirit foslei*ed in the Fortress was truly an alarming 
symptom. 

On November 3 there was a heavy bombardment, 



230 


PROGRESS OF THE SIEGE [Chap.XXxi. 


which resulted in a tremendous lire in the oil stores, 
covering the surrounding conntiy in dense black smoke. 

The following arc some entries in Rasclievsky’s diary : 

November q, — ^To-day the Japanese succeeded in blowing 
up the magazine on Zaredouhl Battery with their ii-inch 
shells. The explosion was awful, but luckily our shells wci c 
not damaged. On B Battery two casemates have again 
been penetrated by an ii-inch shell which burst in the 
lower floord 

November lO. — ‘To-day we fired from Fortification No. 3^ 
with the mortar improvised by Lieutenant Podgimsky, a 
pyroxyline bomb weighing aboirl 40 pounds. This mortar 
is very convenient : it makes hardly any noise in firing, 
but it is difficult to regulate. In any ease the effect of 
the bomb is very great, and with luck should cause the 
enemy much damage, They have for quite a long time 
fired at us in the forts from similar guns, and this is the 
first time that we have retaliated in kind.’ 

November 12. — ‘ The Japanese seem io be doing nothing. 
In places whore formerly wo could uot show ourselves 
without being fired on we can now pass with impunity. 
This gives rise to the hope that they arc in a bad way, 
and will leave Arthur/ 

It was not only Colonel Raschevsky who thought this. 
Many buoyed ihoinselves tip with a firm belief in a speedy 
relief- Unfortunately these hopes were not destined to 
be fulfilled, 

November iq. — ‘ Chi-kuan-shan Fort, Kuropatkin Lunette, 
and B Battery arc in a most critical stale. The latter has 
been broken down and so battered by xidnch shells as to 
be useless. The masonry of the casemates is all crum- 
bling away, and the commandant of the battery is asking 
that it may be tied together by a wire hawser I I daily 
get similar original suggestions/ 

On November iB the following telegram from Lien- 
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tona nl-Gencral Sakharoff to StOvSsel was published in 
orders : 

^ Admiral Alcxeicif is U^aving for Petersburg. General 
Kuiopatkin is ap[)ointcd Commandcr-m-Chief of the army 
and llect. From the troops 111 the theatre of war and the 
roips which are now arriving thre(i armi<'s will bo formed- 
The following are uippointcd to coinmand them : First, 
Lincvitch ; second, Gripenberg ; third, Kaulbars, The 
Jhdtic Fh'ct has passed the Spanish coast. Idle Man- 
churian army commencing to advance on October 5 
compelled the enemy to fall back; but, afterwards, 
having met considerable opposition, and after a sciies of 
obstinate liattlcs from October 9 till 17, look up its 
position on the bank of Liao-ho, in very close touch with 
the enemy. All three Japanese armies are in front of us 
in forlilled positions. The Commander-in-Cluef hopes 
to attack the enemy and advan(;e, and he is confident that 
the gallant troops in Arthur will hold out/ 

And so the Viceroy went awny^, and Arthur had 
to work out its own salvation. His departure from the 
army added to the depression produced by Sakharoff s tele- 
gram. In the garrison it was no secret that between him 
and Kuropaikin strained relations had for a long time 
existed, but it was thouglil that from the dale of the 
rotiremeni at Liao-yang they had assumed a better 
character. It was well known in the Fortress that Liao- 
yang had been splendidly fortiliedj and as regards prepara- 
tion conceded little to Arthur. It was Icnown that in 
front of Liao-yaiig we had i?5,ooo more men than the 
(Miemy, and that Alexeieff had asked for, or insisted on, a 
forward movement whatever it might cost, in order that 
the Fortress might be relieved. The Viceroy had strained 
every nerve towards Arthur, as he well knew that, 
as well as atlraciiug the attention of a large army, 
it was a sanctuary for the licet, which would be a de- 
cisive factor in the campaign. FIc feared the destruction 
of the fleet in Arthur, for in that ho read a bad ending 
to the war* He knew that upon the fall of the Fortress 
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the fleet would be destroyed^ and that once it was destroyed 
the campaign would be lost, for we should never obtain 
command of the sea. So long as the sea was not ours, so 
long as the Japanese could feed their aimies from Ja})an 
without hindrance, it was lusclcss to think ol a success- 
fnl issue. He realized all this, but whatever the cause 
his wishes were not accomplished. 



CHAPTER XXXII 

Pimi'S OX' SURRENDKIi. MOKE ASSAULTS 

P'rom Rnschevsky’s diary, November t8 : 

^ Wc have to wail and wait^ which makes things very 
difficult. It is far easier to fight a fierce action which 
would be decisive than to waste away by slow degrees. 
Sickness has already begun to break out. The troops 
seem to be losing their energy, and there is a shortage of 
supplies; in fact, the stale of affairs is daily becoming 
unendurable, and we arc not in a condition to endure 
any ill-fortuned 

In reality the position of the P'ortress, owing to the 
decrease in energy, was getting alarming. Writing 
these lines, I can plainly see before mo Raschevsky's well- 
built figure, as he used to report to the Commaudaiil 
about the progress of work at the front. If the energetic, 
indefatigable Raschovsky began to feel tired, wliat must the 
faint-hearted have fell ? Raschevsky did not live, he seemed 
to boil over with energy, and his eventual loss to the army 
was irreparable. Arthur was indeed being burned in a slow 
fire, but no one had been heard to talk of a surrender except 
chc:^ Stdssol. We all longed for a fierce, decisive battle 
and a quick end — better deatli than a shameful surrender. 
Meanwhile the enemy wore on the whole silent, occa- 
sionally firing at us, gathering together their strength for 
the future. This lull, this weary uncertainty, was hard to 
bear. To continue quoting from the diary : 

233 



33^1 HINTS OF SURRENDER [Chap, xxxn, 

‘News has been received from Chinese spies that the 
seven guns which were lying on the shore of Louisa Bay 
have been mounted at Nangalin. They also say that the 
Japanese annoyed at. their waiil of success in the norlh, 
have decided to seize Arthur between November zi and zG, 
whatever it may cost, and that if this assault, for which 
they have about 40,000 men and will use their fleet, is not 
successful they will not attempt another/ 

At this time there occurred one or two episodes wliich 
seemed to be indicative that the idea of surrender was 
already held in certain quarters. 

General Smirnoff was now paying special attention 
to the third line of defence, already armed with naval 
guns, and having excellently laid out redoubts and deep 
trenches. On this it was intended to oppose the enemy 
should we have to wilhdraw from the second line, 
and Admiral Wiren was to be appointed to command i(« 
In the middle of November the Commandant unex- 
pectedly received a dcfuiilc order to cease work, not 
only on the third but also on tlic second line (the 
Fortress works), and at the same time to setid men 
from the main reserve direct to the fli^st line of 
defences — the forts, and intermediate works — of the 
north-east front. Though General Smirnoff thoroughly 
appreciated the important rcMe which the second and 
third lines must play in the future defence, he obeyed 
the order and also sent the Chinese coolies to the first 
linc^ but at the same time continued to carry on the 
works on the second and third lines energetically, so that 
by the middle of December they were almost finished* 
Stossers definite order to cease work on the second defence 
line, which was most important, could only mean that he 
either did not understand the importance of this Hue, or 
that, under the influence of General Fock,he had an ulterior 
motive- The course of later events forced me to suppose 
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that the order was founded on a previously formed con- 
clusion that the Fortress could no longer be held, once 
the enetuy bhonkl have established ihcirisclvos on the 
part of the fust line between Tumulus and B Batteiies, 
from the liighcst point of which — Engles" Nest — thojr 
could observe and direct tlio fire of their guns on to any 
point up to the sea. Another incident, which took place 
directly after the intemiption of coinrnuuicatious in April 
or May, possessed in coiij unction with the one just de- 
scribed a curious significance. IT’orn the moment when 
the railway wn>s cut, the majority of the inhabitants had 
wisely withdrawn their deposits from the RnssO'Chiiiesc 
Bank, and conseqncudy scarcely any ready money 
remained in hand* The Defence Fund deposit could 
not be drawn upon, but in thtj treasure cheat: of the 3rd 
(ku'ps thci"c was £izoa^oo. As the Chinese labourers 
had to be paid almost daily, casli was a necessity, 
and General Smirnoff asked the Officer Commanding 
the District, through Colonel Grigorovileh, to advance 
him pf5,ooo in order to pay them; but Stdsscl de- 
clined. Then the Commandant himself went to Stbsscl 
and tactfully and politely explained to him the absolute 
necessity of paying the labourers; and he said that if 
this was not done all the work on the defensive linos 
wmuld be stopped* The reply ho received was : The money 
belongs to the 3rd Corps, atid should stay at its credit.’ 

^ But, sir 1 I have absolutely no money with which to 
pay the Chinese, and shall have to stop work altogether in 
two or three days. And, if they find they can’t gel work 
here, theydl all leave the place. At present great pro- 
gress is being made with the defences ; tlic labour is abso- 
lutely ossoniial, and I must have money.’ 

He argued, and tried for a long lime to convince the 
Officer Commanding the District, but when he had done 
speaking Stossel bluntly refused his request with the words : 
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^ It is nolhing to do with me.’ 

Realising what menaced the P'orlrcss if money for these 
labourers was not forthcoming, the Commandant sent 
General Kondratenko to Stossel to endeavour to get 
something out of him, if only a small sum. Roman 
Isidorovitch'*' went and, after great difficulty, eventually 
got Stossel to lend £1,500 to the Defence Fund. Later it 
was found neccssai-y to borrow several more thousands of 
pounds from the Corps treasure chest, but to each request 
Stbssel at hrst gave a refusal, doing everything in his 
power to hinder and prevent the money being lent, though 
the Corps did not require it, the men haying nothing to 
spend their savings on. It was due to this difficulty of 
getting money, that right up to the strict investment, the 
works were not made on the liberal scale on which they 
should have been, but were constructed from hand to 
mouth according to the money available- It was due to 
this action of Slbssol’s that much in the Fortress was 
found unfinished and unready at the beginning of the 
blockade. Ever3?thing which was incomplete had to be 
finished anyhow — by the superhuman efforts of men who, 
since May, had begun to feel the effects of being on short 
rations. 

Early in November, Field-Marshal Oyama joined the 
besieging army, with orders to ascertain on the spot the 
reasons for the siege being so long protracted. The enemy 
were alarnaed at the vision of the approaching Baltic 
Fleet, for, $0 long as Arthur held out and afforded protec- 
tion to what remained of the Pacific Ocean Fleet, this, after 
uniting with RojdcsWensky’s squadrons, would shake their 
position at sea. They were accordingly most anxious to 
take the place, and at a council of war it was decided 
that Nogi must seize it at any cost. Fresh troops wci'e 
pushed up to the front and the tired ones relieved ; 

Kondralenko. 



Nov., 1904] THE ‘ A SSA UA LT SEA SON ' 237 

more guns wcrc‘ mounted, and ainminiition was re- 
plenished. 

All along onr front men lived just like every one else — 
they ato» slept, hoped, anti died. To the noise of bursting 
shells and hring they had long got accustomed. A 
shell burst; a man — perhaps two or three — were killed. 
Uj) came others to separate tlie wounded from the dead ; 
but there was no bustling, no excitement; it was 
nothing unusual — mciely routine ! Habit is indeed won- 
derful ! When a fairly long lull took place wo at first 
enjoyed it, but after a bit began to fed the want of 
something. It was thus all along, except on the extreme 
flanks and on the sliorc-lino, where there was almost 
absolute safely, especially on Tiger’s Tail and on Liao- 
tieh-shan. Of course, in some parts of the front, where 
the enemy were within 15 I0 20 yards of our parapets, 
life was a little dijficilc. Neither side dared show up to 
the other ; each was always waiting for a shoL It was par- 
ticularly so with ]£rh 4 ung-shan, Chi-kuan-shan, and h'oilj- 
ficatiou No. j. Here the merciless, dogged struggle never 
relaxed for a moment. It was our most vulnerable point, 
to which the enemy stuck like leeches, daily establishing 
themselves more firmly. They dug, dug, dug, and bur- 
rowed like moles, laid fougasses, exploded mines, pounded 
us with shells, and showered bullets. 

We now started the November assault season,’ which 
began on the 20th. Jt was begun by a bombardment, 
followed by an assault of several companies, which dashed 
into the ditch of Fort Erh-lung-sham After a desperate 
struggle they were repulsed by 4 p.m., and by dusk 
all was quiet. The men wore so used by now to death 
and fighting that, except for the conversation in the case- 
mates being afterwards perhaps a little more animated, no 
change was noticeable. Among the staff- officers alone 
one saw unusual activity, and telephones were busy, An 
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alarming message was received, also, to the effect that the 
oncni}^ had fired a mine in ihe caponier of Fort Chi-kuan- 
shall, and we had been obliged to withdraw some 8 yards 
behind the trav^erse. We had nr tually given them 8 3'ards ! 
This was at once leportcxl to the Commandant, who, as 
usual, v/hen not iiding round the defences, was studying 
the chart on his table or at the telephone : he never had 
a spare ruoinent, for he was the slave of the telephone. 
When in his house h(3 could never leave the instrument 
day or night. He used to dozo beside it, always leady 
to make decisions and give ciders, for he was the nerve- 
centre, the brain ol the Fortiess. 

On November they Imilt a new battery on the 
north side of Ta-ku-shaiu The importanre of the hill and 
its command over the nortli-cast front was always being 
brought home to us- Had we only fortified it well, and 
been able to retain it, what a difference it would have made 
to the Imrtress ! On tlio 2-2ud the enemy hurled I hcmselvcs 
at dark against Kuropatkin’s Lunette and B Battery, but, 
being seen in time, were re])iilscd by reserves taken from 
the flanks. At midnight they again attacked, and again 
wore hurled hack. 

The following is an extract from Raschevsky's diary of 
November 23 : 

* As usual, we found it very hard to drive tlie Japs out 
of the trenches ; it took nearly half an hour. It is clear 
proof of the fault3^ way in which our trenches arc built. 
They are nairow and deep with revetted banquettes, on 
which the men bring arc like hens on u perch, and it is im- 
possible either to shoot well from them or to give support to 
any place broken through. Men who want to move along 
have to squee-ze past thOvSe manning the trench ^ it is agony 
to a wounded man to pull him out along behind the firing- 
line, and it is very difficult for an officer to get past to 
control the lire. Generally speaking, our trenches are 
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beneath contempt, and ycd new oncb lue du[^% on 

the same paiicun, and we me foil)idden to 1(9 llu' men 
build them in .my oWvcv way T 

On November 44 our fpms wtu'c busy nil d«iy doslioyin^’; 
the crowning* al tlu‘ pjacis of Ibnl bhhdmi/pshan and 
Foitihcation No* j. The enemy coniinued tu advance^ 
and niount(‘d a guiiin the dileh of Fcntifiealion No ^4, with 
which they baileicd the rapoT\iev, and luuli abrid^^e a( loss 
the dc^cp ditch of the lH)rlj whic'h was only destroyed 
with great difficulty. Theui was lioavy filing all night on 
the 25th, aiid at <lawn on the 26th every f;un on the nuilh- 
east front wan in aclion, Tlio whole line from Tumulus 
Hill to 11 ITiUery was ouvc‘lo[)ed in tliick Idack smoke 
from tlic shells f)f luindreds o( gnuis eoncentraled on to a 
comparatively snudl spare. 

Tli(^ assault hep, am fdving wavtjii of iiifautry rolled 
forward against the mined front, and the nifunenis o( iho 
Fortress seemed numbenxL Hayonet fighting was the 
order everywhere, as attack was met by coimlor-attaf'k* 
Time after lime the enemy throw themselves with extra- 
ordinary gallantry and pendsteacc on TTits lirhdung- 
slum, Chi-kuaii-shau, and 1 > Hattcry. Thousands were 
mown down, but the living surged onwards. But il 
could not go on for ever, and at 3.30 the infantry 
attack slackened and ceased. Wo had lo.st nothing 
save Caponier No, 2, hut the enemy kept pounding 
us with their guns, and wc awaited a fresh attack. 
At 8 p.m, our seuidi-liglds showed up dense c{)]umns 
behind the railway lu^at Tumulus llilL On they came, 
and hell was again let looser Their effort was to 
break through Cossack Sf|uare towards the central 
walk They got the hill and reached our guns— on, on 
they crept. Il was the moment for a counffir-^attack:. 
Bayantseff s Company, commanded by Lieulenaat Misni- 
koff, doubled to the rescue and reached the foot of the hill* 
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^ Company — halt P shouted Misnikoff. ' Men — in front 
is glory or death. Pray.’ The men crossed themselves. 

^ Forward P 

It was the work of seconds. The men climbed upwards, 
^Hurrah!’ Hurrah!’ was hoard, and the Japanese were 
hurled backwards, bayoneted, and swept from tlu' 
battery ; but again they cre]>t up. A section of quick- 
firers came to the rescue and saved the day, leaving the 
hills in our hands. The Fortress had survived a critical 
moment, for the firing-line had not only sucked up into it 
the whole of the naval detachineiiL, but the latIcPs reserve 
also. All next day and night an incessant stream of 
wounded poured into Arthur, our losses being more than 
1,500 men. In umny companies but sixteen men remained. 
A strange sight could bo seen lliat day, for the slopes 
below and beyond Tumulus Hill were thickly spread 
with dead Japanese. A thick, unl)roken mass of corpses 
covered the cold earth like a coverlet. 

On the day of the assault ll.\e following order had been 
issued by Major-General Nakamura, who commanded iho 
Japanese force told off for that forlorn hope- -;i force com- 
posed of the bravest men of the whole of the enemy’s left 
flank. 

^Our objective is to sever the P'ortress in two parts. 
Not a man must hope to return alive. If I fall, Colonel 
Watanabe will take over the coinmaud ; if he also falls, 
Colonel Okuno will take his place. Ever}? officer, what- 
ever his rank, must consider himself his .senior’s sitrcessor. 
The attack will be delivered mainly with the bayonet. No 
matter how fierce the Russian fire, our men will nut reply 
by a single shot until we have established ourselves. 
Officers will shoot any men who fall out or retire without 
orders/ 

This order shows excellently how relentless our enemy 
could be in his determination to gain his end. It was isssued 
to a force of brave men^ — all volunteers. It was read on the 
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threshold of death, aad each of those who read it knew 
well that it was not a joke, but the end, Each well 
understood that there, on the steep slopes of Tumulus 
Hill, was his guivc. They knew there was no relurri ; 
that the only issue was death — the death of a hero or the 
shameful fate of a coward. Thai is the kind of foe we had 
to fight. 

Oil the 26th the enemy unexpectedly began to force 
their way forward on the western front, in front of 203 
Metre Hill On the morning of the 27th they attacked in 
superior force the hill at Little Pigeon Bay, north of the 
village of Shan-yan-taii, capturing a small hill in front of 
the big one. This led to the idea that an attack on the 
highest point of the western front was intended, and 
Smirnoff accordingly began to sirengthen that flank by 
bringing up the reserves. On the 27Lh an attack was 
delivered between P^lat Hill and 203 Metre Hill. During 
the day a magazine in Fort Erhdung-shan was exploded. 
The noise was awful, but the casualties were few. 

About 4 p.m, on the 27th a group of Japanese carrying 
a white flag were seen near Tumulus Battery. The ' Cease 
fire’ sounded, and the parapets of our works were dotted 
with those who had for long been hiding in the trenches 
and other holes. Men seemed ouco again to become men, 
and the past was forgotten. Captain Spicdoff went out from 
Fortification No, 3 to nuict the flag party, whose leader 
handed over a letter written in J'rench asking permission 
to carry away their wounded. The staff was telephoned 
to, and while waiting, those who had been deadly enemies 
looked at each other with unconcealed curiosity and 
admiration. Around on all sides the dead were lying — 
endless rows of them, The sight was horrible. They 
lay, as if alive, with open but glared, fixed eyes. On 
their faces were expressed horror, entreaty, agony, anger, 
and even laughter, They lay face downwards, doubled 

if) 
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up, with nails cUif^ into the ground in a last convulsion. 
They lay with Lhoughlful, cajTicst expressions on their 
faces, Liplnnied to the heavens. They lay on their sides 
naturally, as if asleep. They lay with clenched fists and 
wide-open mouths, showing all their teeth. They lay in 
lieaps together, one on the top of another, some looking 
at others as if in amazement. They lay side by side in 
several rows. Anns and legs were torn off, heads split in 
half; some were headless, some were cut in half. . . . The 
Japanese looked and looked again, hut could find no 
wounded among the dead, and they slowly and sorrowfully 
retraced their slops. . . , 
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THE IHGIiT FOK 203 METRE IliLE 

We now come to the cuiniination of the tragedy, and 
perhaps the bloodiest scene of carnage of the whole war — 
the light for, and capture of, 203 Metre llil], P"or now the 
enemy, foiled in their desperate attempts to precipitate 
matters in the north-east, confined themselves on that side 
10 the slow but vSure progress afforded by mine warfare, 
and turned the whole fury of their attack on to our 
western front, of which 203 Metre Hill was the key. It 
was of this hill — the scene of eight days of the most 
desperate fighting — that Stossel had said in May: 

'Why are heavy guns being mounted here? They are 
quite unnecessary. When necessary, I will send a field 
battery up, and the devil himself will not be able to come 
near it : all the approaches to it can be distinctly seen/ 
But the Japs knew its value, and knew that if they 
could take it they would bo able to destroy the fleet, 
which would practically moan the end of the war. Nogi, 
under pressure from head«(}uariers, decided to lake the 
hill at all costs, and to take it quickty. He was; not afraid 
of losses; he only wanted 203 Metre Hill. 

In November, at the beginning of the attack, the place, 
though covered with fire and communicating trenches, 
was, as regards fortification and armament, very weak. 
Everything possible had been done by Colonel Tretiakoff 
to protect the 6dnch guns mounted on its highest point by 
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moans of improvised proicclioii of rails, beams, sheet-iron, 
stones, and earth. On tlic the attack eommenred 

and followed thc:^ usual c:oiirso. For some hours the top 
of the hill was enveloped in the smoke of the shells burst- 
ing over it; then tlio Japatiese quickly, and in lines, crept 
up the steep slopes, and the assault began, Thciy fought 
and fought like iiends — fought till exhausted, till they lost 
consciousness, one of their battalions being literally swept 
from the face of the earth- It was dark before the last of 
them was driven off and the lighting ceased ; but there was 
no rest, for all dug throughout the night' — ^in many eases 
dug their own graves* At da.wn a single shot echoed 
forth from the besieging lines, and in a few seconds the 
hill was again a smoking crater— -the focus of the concen- 
trated lire of many guns, whose shells were bursting in 
clusters- Then the assault commenced and continued the 
whole day. The Commandant, keenly observant of what 
was happening all along the front, was always ready with 
rcservcvs to forestall the enemy in strength wherever the 
latter chose to deliver his blow. With a defensive line of 
eighteen miles the initiative was, of course, with the 
besiegers, but the Commandant was able to counter. The 
messages from the hill became more and more urgent. 
Kondratenko asked and begged for reinforcements, but 
the local reserves had already all been absorbed into the 
bring line: only one thing was left — to combine forces ; and 
Smirnoff sent Echelons from the main reserve to Tea Valley. 

And what were Stossehs staff doing all this time ? Some 
were reading copies of telephone messages sent to the 
Commandant, and Stossel was breakfasting, writing orders, 
eating, sleeping, eating again, and again sleeping. What 
happened at the front he only heard at fourth-hand. He 
had no telephone to his house— he hated telephones — 
and having nothing to do, he now took an interest in the 
Town Guard, and decided to ‘send them up to the trenches 
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OB the hilL General Smirnoff prolestccl. lie fully appre- 
ciated their worth, but he could not allow them I0 go into 
the advanced positions, for though very keen and brave, 
they were ill-disciplined and had little training, so that 
they could not be expected to take the place of regulars. 
The Commandant always regarded thorn as his last mili- 
tary reserve. Having, through the mediation ox Kondra- 
tenko, peisuaded Stossel of this, he insisted on their being 
appointed to the hospitals as attendants, to replace the 
regulars, who were sent to the front. Stossel hated these 
civilian soldiers : why, I do not know. 

On the night of the 28th, 20^] Metre Hill was still ours, 
and from dawn next movning it was again tlio object of 
the same artillery lire. The whole of the defensive line 
anxiously watched to see what would take place on its lop. 
For two days now it had withstood the fiercest and most 
insistent attacks of our gallant foe. Its garrison, already 
reinforced from the reserve, in spite of bravery which 
equalled the enemy's, began to melt away. Assaults were 
delivered first from the left and then from the right. At 
last the enemy seiiied the left peak (it is a two-humped 
hill), and the flag of the Rising Sun fluttered in the smoky 
air— a few more efforts on their part and the hill must be 
lost. From the officer commanding the western flank— 
Colonel Irman— the Commandant received a message 
that the Japanese had captured the hilL Before taking 
action, Smirnoff wished to corroborate this, for Colonel 
Tretiakoff (who was actually on the hill and really con- 
ducting the operations there, as Irman, though a moat 
gallant field artillciyman, was ignorant of fortress warfare, 
and moreover had not that precious gift of a military 
leader— the gift of quietly and sensibly weighing the 
surrounding circumstances) reported that a hot fight was 
being waged on the top, but that he hoped, with the 
assistance of the reserves, to keep possession of the 
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right atici disputexl peak. He said the local reserves 
were exhausLcd, and asked eanicsUy for help from the 
main reserve. SinirnoiT, afler confirmation, at once sent 
up a fresh bod}^ of men. I must mention that a spectator 
got a different impression oi the progress of the light, 
according to his point of vitw. One onlooker reported 
that the enemy had sci^-^cd the hill and our men were in full 
llight. Another, watching from a different place, reported 
at the same time that the enemy were falling back. A 
third said the lighting was over and the hill was ours. 
Anyone waLching from the direction of Pigeon Bay would 
have said the Japanese had taken it, as the 'western slope 
hid the whole held from view. Mox-eover, the attackers 
and defendcM's themselves could not sec everything going 
on — they were too busy in hand-to-hand lighting to 
observe mort^ than a few yards around, Smirnoff had to 
sift out the various messages corning in in order to arrive 
at the truth, and it was not till he had done this, and was 
sure that we could still hold on to the lull if rciiifoiTed, 
that he threw more men into the light. 

Suddenly an officer arrived in a tremendous hurry, 
and said that he was instructed by General Stossel to 
sumraon General Smirnoff at once to the District Offices 
for an * extraordinary ' conference. The District Staff 
had also received Irman^s message, and it had made a 
great impression on all those assembled at the office. 

‘Irman reports that the Japs have seized 203 Metre 
Hill/ commenced Stossel at once. 

General Fock chimed in : 

' It*s absurd to try and hold out there longer : wc inust 
think of the men, IBs all the same : sooner or later wc 
shall have to abandon it. We must not waste men ; we 
shall want them later/ 

To Fock Smirnoff replied t 

^ It is premature to think of abandonijig the hill at 
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present, I am pouring in reinforcements, and it is still 
ours.’ 

^ But Irman — Irman reports — and he knows what he is 
saying — he reports that the hill is in the cneiTiy’s hands, 
and it is essential for us to take steps to gel the men away, 

to save our reserve, to, to ’ 

* I repeal, there is no particular danger ; I have already 
taken the necessary slops/ said Smirnoff. 

‘But Irman, who commands that front, reports steps 
must be taken. The enemy will break through ; he'll force 
the line, and there’ll be a street massacre/ said Stdssel and 
L'oek together, 

‘ They cannot break through the line of forts and inter- 
mediate works/ answered Smirnoff. 

‘ Oh yes, they can. You must retrench — cut off Tea 
Valley—and thus prevent a possible dash through/ 

‘ I have already said that to you/ said Fock to Stosscl, 
‘ and I urge it being done. It is absolutely necessary to 
retrench, to cut off into compartments/ 

‘I quite agree — quite agree/ echoed Nickitin* 

Fock turned to Stossel, 

‘ Sir, won’t you order Tretiakoff to remain on the 
summit of the hill all the time ? Let him sit there. Let 
him see for himself how the men are faring,’ 

The latter turned to Reuss and told him to telephone to 
Colonel Tretiakoff on no account to leave the top of 
the liilL 

Smirnoff looked helplessly at those around, his glance 
now angry, now contemptuous, 

^ But Tretiakoff is always there ! He is himself in 
immediate command of the fighting/ 

This reply changed the curx‘ent of Stossel’s thoughts, 
for he replied : 

‘ And so with the loss of this hill the days of this place 
are as good as“— ' 
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^ Gcnllcmeii, 1 gnavanlco thnt 203 Metre Hill will be 
ours as long as it can be reinforced without risk io the 
north-cast front. You may feel at case; I promise you 
that by morning-tea Lo-inoxTow I will give you the hill/ 
interrupted Smirnoif, his voice Ireinbliug. 

^ But it is all the same necessary that Tea Valley be 
pailitioned ofF^ or they will be able to break through/ was 
the reply. 

^ I have not enough men ; if I do that I can’t hold on 
to 203 Metre,’ 

^Take the Town Guard — make use of them/ said 
Stdssel, 

Smirnofk scciiig that the only way of getting away was 
to agree, said : 

^ All right ; but I promise you b3Mnorning“tea to-morrow 
the hill shall be yours. Good-bye/ and departed, 

MeaiiwliiU^ on the placc^ itself the fight was des^oerate. 
One moment succeSvS was ours, the next it passed to the 
foe. At times it seemed as if all were lost. But no I not 
yet. Gathering themselves together, inspired by their 
officers, reinforced from the reserve, our men made a final 
effort and hurled the enemy down^ The hill was again 
oiirs. What took place tlmrc cannot be written of wHh 
an ordinary pen — it could only be described in blood. 

The hopes and fears, the gallantry, the- words fail 

me. Some of the details are perhaps known to General 
Tretiakoff, the hero of that spot, and those under him. It 
was just now, when it seemed to be touch-and-go with the 
hill, that a rumour was spread to the effect that Kinchou 
had been recaptured by Russians — by Trans-Baikal 
CovSsacks. It was nonsense, of course, but the men were 
so worn out and so hungry for good news from the north 
that the hope of relief by General Kuropatkin, cherished 
deep dowm in their hearts, made them believe. The third 
day’s fighting came to an end; darkness set in, and the 
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position was not yet lost. At tea-time on the morning 
of the 30th it was still ours — Smirnoff had kept his 
promise. 

The fourth day was but a repetition of the preceding 
three. Shells of all si^res, from ir-inch to small quick- 
firers, rained upon the place. All cover, or anything 
that looked as if it might afford shelter, had long ago been 
turned into heaps of stones, iron, beams, rubbish, and 
mangled bodies. During the night shelters of sorts had 
been scraped up, only to be swept away by the first breath 
of iron which accompanied the morning lighl. The fury 
of the assault reached its zenith at p.m, Fortimale it 
was that the enemy’s demonstratioijs 011 the east were 
weak, and so enabled us I0 withdraw troops from that 
front to assist here. Bayonet fighting again took place 
for some hours, but at four the Japanese were compelled 
to fall back. The hill was still ours, but its slopes were 
thickly strewed with more dead, more dying. In four 
days we had, excluding dead, lost 37 officers and 4,000 
men wounded. Among the dangerously wounded was 
the gallant Colonel (now Major-General) Tretiakoff, of 
the 5th Regiment, wounded in head and chest. When 
those near him implored him to go to the rear to get his 
wounds dressed, he refused, muttering, ^ I will die where 
my regiment dies.’ 

On the morning of December 2, Colonel Irman, on 
receipt of a message from the top of 203 Metre Hill, 
telephoned to Smirnoff : 

‘ All the assaults have been repulsed, and the hill is 
completely in our hands/ 

This glad news wfc soon known, and the town 
rejoiced, for the enormous importance of this spot to 
Arthur was recognized by all, and Smirnoffs intention 
to hold on to it, even though thousands of lives were 
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sacril'iced, was appreciated. The north, soulh, and east 
fronts had, however, been considerably wc^akciicd, eveiy 
available man Lhal could be moved from them beiuf^ 
taken— this hill had greedily swallowed np all, even 
the reserves of the robcrve. The Commandant went to 
Fort No, 5 to make a detailed reconnaissance of the 
position, and after a thorough inspection of the enemy’s 
approaches and distiibiition, he became more than ever 
convinced that things were in a most critical stale. The 
enemy had got possession of almost all the slopes, and 
apparently had no idea of withdrawing. They weie 
merely resting— bracing up for a hist and final blow. 
The slope towards the western front, us well as the 
road joining it to the hill, were in our hands; all the 
rest was theirs. Theic was not the slightest doubt that 
the assault would be renewed with greater force and fury. 
Four hours Smirnoff spent in the fort, and returned in 
anything but a happy frame of mind, for the attack might 
be renewed at any moment. Exactly at midday, alien* 
an anxious respite, the bombardment again broke out. 

That evening the garrison read the following order 
(No. 8G5, of December 2, rgo4) by Stossel ; 

^ I have just returned from seeing Colonel Irmaii. 
[ Stci&sel had gone to Tea Valley, and made a speech to 
the men, not apparently realiiiing that it w'as no time 
for words,] 205 Metre Hill is all ours! Let us thank 
God for it. You — heroes that you are~have done 
what was impossible, what was only possible to brave 
men like yourselves. From November 20 to December 2 
— /.e., for twelve long days — the enexTiy has repGatedty 
launched his columns to the attack on A Battery, on 
B Battery, Kuropatkin Lunette, Erhdung-shan, Chinese 
Waif Chi-kuan-shan, Fortiticalion No. 3, Tumulus Battery, 
Pan 4 un-slian, ending with 203 Metre Hill and the position 
at Pigeon Bay — i.e., from sen to sea. Day and niglit they 
have come on, not sparing themselves ; they have fallen 
under your heavy blows, but you have not yielded to them 
a rood of ground- What was ours on November 20 is 
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ours to-day. In the Tsar’s name, as his aide-de-camp, t 
thank you. You have delighted him. May God preserve 
him ! Hurrah !’ 

A white Hag was raised on the north-east front this 
day, and the Jat)anese asked for a truce to bury their 
dead. The Commandant at once gave permission, fire 
ceased, and friend and foe mingled amicably. All at 
once shots rang out from Ju’h-lung-shan Fort — it was an 
awkward moment for us. It turned out that Slossel, 
annoyed that his permission had not been asked for the 
dead to he buried, had therefore ordered the firing to 
recoiTmionce, Smirnoff was quite within his rights in 
not referring the matter, but Stdsscl’s dignity had been 
hurt. He was now formally asked for permission, and 
granted one hour’s armistice. 

On tlie north-east front a white Hag was again raised 
by the enemy in front of Kuropatkin Luneltc, The fire 
gradually ceased, and wo pul one up in reply. From 
both sides officers and men moved out to meet each other, 
and they met like old friends. 



CHAPTER XXXIV 

THE EOKS OF THE HILL 

While men were slaughtering each other in thousands on 
ihii:) hill Hie civilised world watclicd the tape, wondering 
who would win, what the end would bo. How manj^ 
protested or were even indignant at this lcgali;;ed butchery ? 
It is said, of course, that war is necessary and inevitable, 
that it freshens and invigorates nalionnl organism. This 
may be so, but it also brings a step closer the reali;iation 
of the socialistic dream. Of this I am certain. 

December 3 arrived and passed under similar condi- 
tions, except that the fight on the hill was, if passible, 
more exasperated, In the Fortress the fooling of alarm was 
intensified, and all unemployed men had been got under 
arms (at the time of the surrender the number of armed men 
had been increased by 9,000), and the other points denuded, 
in order to feed the maw of 203 Metre HilL Even the 
hospitals gave their contribution. December 4 — bright 
and frosty— ushered in a fresh hell. It was now hardly a 
fight between men that was taking place on this accursed 
spot : it was a struggle of human flesh against iron and 
steel, against bla^sing petroleum, lyddite, pyroxyline, and 
melinite, and the stench of rotting corpses. It was the 
last day but one of the long-drawn agony. 

A shell to-day fell into one of the hospitals full of w^ounded 
men, but perhaps the scene of horror inside was hardly 
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increased. Were the enemy getting ferocious in their 
exasperation, and beginning to ignore humanity? It 
looked like it. By night our feelings had become 
deadened by the continued strain ; we were almost 
apathetic. 

On the hill our men still held on under the gallant 
leadership of Colonel Iimau, but in spite of his bravery he 
did nol really rcplcLcc Ttetiakoff, and Butiisoff, by now 
well known to the reader, had just before this light been 
given a week’s leave to rest — a rest which he sadly 
needed. Captain Veselovsky, of the 26th Regiment, was 
actually commanding on the hill. The officers with him 
were Lieutenants Obolensky and Rafalovitch, oi the same 
regiment. While the first-named was calmly doing his 
duty a splinter tore away his face right down to the lower 
jaw. On his body there was left a chin fringed wiih beard 
and some teeth, Rafalovitch, who was standing alongside, 
was untouched, being merely covered with earth and 
blood ; but he was quite upset, and asked Semcnoff to 
relieve him for a few hours. The latter telephoned per*’ 
mission, but ^ not for more than two or three hours,’ as the 
waste in officers was very great. Rafalovitch appeared at 
the Staff Head-quarters. He was dirty; his clothes were 
torn and covered with blood and spotted with whity-red 
bits of something. This handsome, healthy young fellow 
was quite unstrung by what he had been through. He 
was trembling as if in a fever ; his eyes wore bloodshot aj^ad 
wandering, and he could scarcely speak, 

^ What's happened ? Your face is covered with blood. 
Arc you wounded ?’ 

^ No, sir, I am' — I am not wounded. IBs not my blood ; 
it’s Captain Veselovsky’s brains/ was the stammering reply 
jerked out. 

* What 1 Veselovsky killed 

® Yes, sir. His head was carried away-— only not quite : 
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the lower jaw and beard were left — and I was covered 
with his brains, right in my face. It almost blinded 
me. I thought I was wounded* Can I go and rest a 
little ?’ 

* Yes, gOj and God be with you. tio and rest, but 
remember we arc short of officers.’ 

After a few hours a message was received that Obolensky 
had been killed with a bullet in the head. There was 
now not a single officer loft in the 5th Company of the 
26th Regiment; there was only the sergeant-major. He 
was promoted by telephone to be acting ensign, and 
Rafalovitch was sent for. 

The telephone rang. 

' Sii, Cxcneral Kondratenko wants to speak to you/ 

Semenoff took the receiver and listened. 

‘'I think Ihc position so serious that Colonel Butusoff 
should be sent there.’ 

' Sir, Butusoff is exhausted, and asked a few days ago 
for leave to go and rest. 1 gave it him on the condition 
that he would at once come if wanted/ 

' Tell him that I do not order him to go to 203 Metre 
Hill, bill I would ask him to. We want him there ; he is 
irreplaceable. Say it is my particular request,’ 

He was at once summoned, and went up to the hilL 
We knew we should not see him again, and sure enough 
next day Butusoff, the pride of the Frontier Guards, was 
mortally wounded in the stomach, and suffered frightful 
agony till he became unconscious before death. 

As the sun rose on December 5 it lit up the two-humped 
summit of 203 Metre Hill for the last time in the posses- 
sion of Russian soldiers — a handful of gunners, sappers, 
and infantry hiding among shapeless mounds of rubbish- 
This was the last day. On it occurred an incident which 
might be for ever quoted as an illustration of the * fog of 
war.’ 
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That moinin.E^ Scrnenoff was watching through a tele- 
scope from Obclihk Hill. At ten o’clock he saw that the 
lighting was at the very top of the hill. At noon he saw 
our men letiring ; the Japanese had gained the top, and 
our men were dashing down the hill. The enemy did 
not follow ; they did not even open lire, but more and 
more of them were collecting on top and working as 
hard as they could, throwing sandbags together and 
entrenching themselves. Their flag fluttered in the bree2:c. 
A parapet grew up ; our men were getting farther and 
further away. It was all quite clear and distinct. Every 
minute was precious. It was essential to concentrate 
a heavy lire on the hill and prevent the enemy estab- 
lishing themselves, or all would be lost. He dashed to the 
tdephoiie. 

' Put me on to the Officer Commanding the Artillery/ 

An answer came from the exchange that the Hue was 
engaged. 

^In General StossePs name put me on to General 
Bicly.’ 

He got through, 

' Sir, the Japanese arc entrenching on the top of 
203 Metre Hill, We arc retiring; the artillery must 
shell the hill. Every minute is precious.’ 

Bicly calmly answered that, according to the reports 
from Irman, the hill was still ours. 

‘ I assure you, sir, the Japanese have got the hill, 
and are throwing up a parapet. I can see it through my 
telescope.’ 

Biely answered as before, and suggested that Semenoff 
should communicate with the Fortress Staff. Meanwhile 
the Japanese were feverishly, rapidly continuing to work, 
and time was going— precious time that never would 
return. 

Semenoff rang up the Fortress Staff. They replied 
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that, according to a report just received from Koudra- 
tenkOj the hill was still in oui hands. SemenoK .issured 
llTcni tha( our men had abandoned it and the Japanese 
had seized the suriimit. 

The artillery remained silent : without an ot*dcr through 
^ the proper channel ’ they could not open lire. No one 
else either saw or knew what was hajitiening. It was 
only from Semcnoff’s obscrvaiion point, and by aid of 
an excellent telescope, that it could be seen that the 
Japanese had taken the hill. Semenoff again rang up 
Biely : 

^ Sir, open fire on 203 Metie Hill, or it will be loo late. 
There are many Japanese there now. They are entrench- 
ing themselves on the top, and we shall not be able to 
get it backd 

'Perhaps you arc mistaken-, Why doesn’t Irmaii, 
who is commanding the western front, send us any word ? 

But Semenoff rang off. It was already 2 p.m. lie rang 
up Irman’s staff and spoke to Kondratenko : 

'Sir, the Japanese have occupied the top of 203 Metre 
Hill, and are building a parapet Wc have retreated* I 
can see it all in my telescope. Fire must be opened on the 
hilld 

' How is it that I can still sec our men in a bomb-proof? 
And Irman tells me that the hill is ours. I will ask him 
now/ said Kondratenko. 

' I assure you, sir, that the Japanese are on the 
top/ 

'Well, ril ask Irman at once. If it is so, we must open 
tire immediately, although I myself clearly see our men, 
and have asked the Commandant not to fire/ 

This muddle can be very easily explained. It was all 
caused by the ' point of view/ The Commandant had 
received information that the Japanese were on the hill, 
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and Lhat our men were retiring ; he had been told so often 
before. However, being convinced'lhal 2oj Metro Ihll 
was in possession of the enemy, he ordered Dicly to open 
lire on the top. The order was given, but it look at least 
an hour before it reached the battery commanders by 
tclexjhonc. Meanwhile Kondratenko telephoned to him 
and implored him not to open fire, as some of our men 
were still concentrated on the hill ! The Commandant, 
upon receipt of this message from the Officer Commanding 
the Defences, at once ordered Biely not to fire. Kondra- 
teuko was corrccl in reporting as he did ; he saw what 
was happening on the hill from his own point of view, 
and there certainly were some men in the bomb-proof. 
Semenoff from his position could seci well that the 
Japanese had occupied the lop, and were entrenching. 
So it went oiu 

Later Kondratenko telephoned to Semenoff and asked 
him to go to him to arrange a withdrawal of the troops, 
Tliis was Trman's duly, not Semenoff’s. Bui the former 
was now useless : after all the strain and confusion, he 
liad quite lost his head. There was again some mis- 
nrideistanding about tlie withdrawal. In the evening 
an unsuccessful attempt was made to regain 203 Metre 
Hill, and after its failure, Smirnoff decided to abandon 
it altogether, but to cling on to Flat and Divisional 
Hills. However, by an error of Kondrateiiko’s, all three 
were abandoned at the same time. It did not much 
matter, as with the fall of 203 Metre Hill the two others 
had no real value. The withdrawal began at dusk, and 
was carried on without a hitch till 6 a,m. Notwithstand- 
ing the fact that every one in Arthur well knew that it 
must fall sooner or later, lhat it was not strong enough 
to resist siege-guns, or to repulse for over assaults which 
were constantly being reinforced by fresh columns, the 
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actual and crcaUxl a deep The lull wliich 

n<nv ensruai, thont;]!, as usual, made lli(‘ I'urrison bc'lit'vc in 
its own strcu;L;lh, in spile* of the fact thai tlu* last days of 
the PaidHc Oct'an Fltad had come. 

20 j Metre Hill was losl, and with it more than ^,000 
Russians. 



CHAPTER XXXV 

A RETROSPECT ON TOE POSITION AT SEA 

As soon as the enemy had esiablished themselves on 203 
Metre Hill, they began to build an observation station, 
and connected it to their siege batteries by telephone. 
December 6 passed in comparative quiet, but towards 
evening the enemy began to shell our ships. Those were 
lying helplessly under Quail Hill, hoping to get some 
protection there from the ridnch shells; but in vain, for 
from the summit of 203 Metre Hill could be seen the 
harbour;, every ship, and every bursting shell The huge 
projectiles could be seen falling one after airother, either in 
the water near the ships, raising great pillars of water, or 
else striking them. The punishment began. The enemy’s 
siege batteries set to work to destroy the squadron, which 
perished under the eyes of the whole Fortress, and the 
sailors now holding the land positions watched, helpless 
and with sad hearts, as their ships wer*e struck, and one 
after another our great giants went to the bottom. A 
column of smoke was seen to shoot up from the Pallada, 
an explosion was heard, and a fire broke out on her. She 
struggled for life, Admiral Wix^en himself superintending 
the extinguishing of the fire, but efforts were in vain, and 
she slowly perished. The Bay an was sunk under Golden 
Hill; close to Quail Hill lay the lidvimn on her side^ 
and beyond, again, were the Pohieda and Poltava^ turrets 
half a-wash, guns pointing dumbly to the sky. Along- 
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side sliick out the masLs of the Zahiyak ; the inner 
harbour was, in f<^ch a ceiuetcr}^ 

With the loss of 203 Metre Hill, Stosscl’s dcteriuinalion 
to surrender the Fortress ripened; in this he was much 
influenced by . The latter, lor some incomprehen- 

sible reason, did !iol like the navy ; his dislike reached 
such proportions that, when the sad news of the destruction 
of the last ship came in, he crossed himself, and, as it 
greatly relieved, said, ‘Thank God — that’s the end/ This 
was said in StossePs intimate circle, but it soon became 
known in the garrison. And so Stossel, when the destruc- 
tion of the ships began on December 7, wrote a letter to 
Admiral Wiren, in which he categorically insisted on the 
sunken ships being destroyed, and on Lhose that wore 
able putting out to sea, giving as his reason that with 
the loss of 203 Mcdre Hill the defence of Arthur was 
nearing its end. (The fall of this hill had an enormous 
significance for the fleet, but was only of secondary iin- 
poitance with regard to tlie defence of the Fortress.) 

To General Stossel’s letter Admiral Wiren replied as 
follo\vs ; 

‘Fron; the Couimanding fha Sguaclmt of BcUtlc^kip^ 

and Cvimers in Port Arthur io the Officer Comnuinding 
ihc Fortified Dkirict. 

‘ I have the honour to reply to your letter, No. 2,241 of 
7th instant, as follows: 

‘The sortie of the fleet on August xo of this year, in 
order to force its way through to Vladivostock, was mndo 
in accordance with an order from the Tsar, conmnuiicated 
in a telegx'am from the Viceroy, though the opinion of 
the majority of Admirals and Captains was against such 
an operation, for— taking into consideration the superiority 
of the enemy, both in ships, guns, independent cruisers, 
divisions of destroyers, and speed, as well as the distance 
to Vladivoslock without ports en route^ and the nc^ccssity 
of passing the cnemyks straits near the island of Tsu- 
shima — ^they deemed it impossible. 
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'If everything went well, our ships, having expended 
their amiTniniiion In lighting the enemy’s battleships and 
repelling torpedo attacks at night, or being disabled like 
the Cesayav itchy would have had to seek the sanctuary of 
a neutral port, and would have become useless for the 
lest of the campaign. It was doubtful if any ship would 
ever have reached Vladivostock ; the Novik^ which was 
the quickest of them, even though she had great luck, 
was unable to do so. 

'All our ships would have been lost in the middle of 
August, at a time when the enemy’s fleet would have been 
able (thanks to its above-mentioned superiority and to 
the fact that, while steaming parallel with us, it was 
making towards its own ports) to operate so that none 
of its ships were rendered hors de combat. As the enemy’s 
ships would not have been seriously injured in these 
lights, they could have renewed, refitted, and ropaited at 
ease before the earliest possible arrival of Admiral lioj- 
destvensky’h squadron in the beginning of January, and 
could have met it in as good condition. UvS now. 

' With the return of our fleet to Pori Arthur, after the 
battle of August 10, with less than half its ammunition, 
with battered ships, and many disabled guns, this opera- 
tion of breaking through to Vladivostock became still 
more impossible, A few days after tlie squadron’s relium 
began the August assaults, in which our naval detach- 
ments played an important part, and in which several 
officers and men were killed. At a conference of flag- 
officers and Captains on August xg a minute was drawn 
up, a copy of which I have the lion our to attach. In 
accordance with this it was decided to assist the P'ortress 
in every possible way, and we have most conscientiously 
endeavoured so to do, All the guns asked for for the 
positions have been taken off the ships and mounted, 
shells of all calibres have been expended on the land 
batteries, all ratings have worJmd according to their 
special calling for the defence of the P'ortross, and have 
taken the most active part in repulsing the attacks in 
September, in October and, finally, in November on 
Tumulus Hill, B Battery, and Metre Hill, wliere many 
of all ranks were killed. 

'Till the capture of the latter the ships w''ere, as 
far as possible, kept in repair, but they could only have 
been of assistance to Rojdcslvcnsky’s fleet after the relief 
of Port A vthnr by Imuf which would have enabled us to 
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got ammunition and guns and to relit, Rojdcstvcnbky 
wclJ knows this, 

‘The ships of the ilect are now sunk- Save for a small 
(}i]ctntity of 47-millimetre and li-inch ammunition, all 
the lest has been put on shore. The olheers and crews 
have been sent ashore. The torpedo officers and men 
arc employed making hand grenades and small shells, 
and many of the engineers arc making ammunition ; the 
remainder of the crews, numbering about 500, form the 
last reserve, and so the squadron to the very end of all 
its niatcnel and pcysonncl is helping the Fortress to defend 
itself. With regard to the sinking of the ships, steps 
have been taken that uninjured guns should not fail as 
trophies into the enemy’s hands if the Fortress foils. The 
ScDii^topol^ which is the only uninjured batllesliip, I will 
try to anchor near White Wolf’s Hill, where, however, 
she will, of course, bo subject to torpedo attacks and 
risk being sunk. It is naturally sad to have to lose 
the ilcot thuSj but if God enables us to Iiold out in the 
Fortress till relieved from the land side, I am sure that 
impartial men in Port Arthur will say that without Ihe 
assistance rendered ])y tlie fleet it M^ould long ago have 
fallen into the enemy’s hands,’ 

To show clearly the state the licet was in iu the middle 
of the strict blockade, when the Viceroy ordered it to 
break through to Vhulivostock after the unlucky attempt 
on August 10, I will quote an extract from a report of 
Admiral Wiren’s, which fully illustrates its pitiful con- 
dition, and clearly shows that it had not a chance of 
getting ihrougln The report was written after the fight 
of August xo : 

' 1 have the honour to report that at present the ships 
of the squadron under my command arc in the following 
state : 

^{a) Hulk. 

‘ The repairs to the Pere^vety Pobieda, Reivimn, and 
Pallada are finished, and to the Poltava and Bayau arc 
being finished. The Sevastopol is being repaired with the 
aid of caissons, and will be ready in six to seven weeks. 
External damage to the sides has been covered with 
sheets, and her interior has, as far as possible, been ropairccL 
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' (/;) Guns, 

' Since the commencement of the operations two guns 
have been absolutely disabled, 

' After the conference on August ig, the following were 
put ashore for the land defences : One 6-inch, ten 75- 
millimetre, nineteen ^y-millimctre, eight 37 -millimetre, 
and three searchlights. 

‘ (c) PersonneU 

^ Captain Boysmaii of the Peresvel is recovering from 
wounds, and is on the Moni^oluh In the fight of August 10 
two officers wore killed ; in the assaults two more were 
killed ; eleven are wounded and sick. 

^ In reporting the above-mentioned state of the lleet, 
and in stating that all my thoughts and desires are aimed 
towards carrying out the Tsar’s orders and your wishes, 
I consider it my duty to represent the following facts ; 

^ Our fleet, and particularly my squadron, not being able 
to steam faster than thirteen knots {Sevastopol and PolUvoa), 
cannot possibly get through to Vladivostock without a 
fight, and the result of a fight is not hard to foresee, even 
if the ships were better than the enemy’s in point of 
fighting — straight shooting. Even supposing that the 
fleet steams out of Port Arthur without accident through 
the mine -fields, which have become more dangerous 
during the last month, as the enemy have constantly been 
laying mines (our dredging flotilla, though it has daily 
trawled, is very weak, has few pinnaces, and what with 
the destruction of a dredger, a port barge, and two des- 
tro 37 ers, has not been able to do much), it is impossible 
for it I0 escape notice. Our greatest speed is only thirteen 
knots. 

^ The enemy would meet us in three or four divisions : 

1. Division of battleships and armoured 

cruisers ... ... ... 6 ships 

2. Division of fast second-class cruisers 

and one first-class cruiser {Yakima) 5 ships 

3. Coast - defence battleships and one 

armoured cruiser (Fokiwa) ... 7 ships 

4. vSeveral divisions of destroyers and 

small torpedo ciaCt. 

* We cannot take the initiative in action, as the enemy, 
having superior speed, can ^toam away if they do not wish 
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to light, and can accompany us iinlil it suits them to 
engage in battle — i.c : 

' (a) When our Heel is some seventy miles from Arthur, 

* (6) When they can concentrate all their force. 

' (c) When they are occupying a favourable positi<m 
with regard to the sun and the s<^a. 

* As on August lo, the real fighting would agnin prob- 
ably commence in the afternoon ; and cacli of th(' enemy’s 
shi[)s whicli were seriously injured would be able to fall 
out for repairs or to make the land without risk, at a 
Lime when each of our ships falling out of action, ttiongh 
only tem})orarily damaged, might become a pri;ce to two, 
three, or four of their vessels, or at best might run on 
to a ncniral coast, or steam into a maitral port, and be 
interned for the rest of the campaign. 

'Thus they can easily heal us without h)siug a single 
big ship, and all damage to ships or guns could be* 
quickly made good in port, after i,e])lacing the disabled guns 
and supplementing the crew. At sunset the big sliips 
would cease lighting, to rest, while two, three, or four 
clestroj^er divisions would attack or menace ns all night, so 
tliat the crews would gel no slce[), and we should be forced 
to waste aiamiuiition till nun niag. The speed of our tlect 
would in all probabilit}^ diminish, as the batteied funnels 
(one of the principal destructions ou August xo) increase 
the expenditure of coal and preveut pro]3er pressure being 
maiutaiued. If steaming Ihirtccu knots, the voyage lo Vladi-* 
voslock lakcvS four days ; it will lake longer at less speed-’- 
at eight knots the passage would take six days. On tlm 
xtiorning of the second day the onemy’.s battleships, having 
repaired and rested, would again, whenever it suited them, 
fall on our tired llect, and so on repeat their tactics till 
the island of Tsu-shima, where a fresh division of four 
arruoured cruisers and destroyers would be waitiiig for 
us; and there, close to their shores, their fortresses and 
ports, the enezny would try and Ixring on a d('cisivc 
action. We could not ram, as this operatiou requires 
superior speed. Indeed, it would be a uziracle if we got 
to yiadivostock, and, having lost the remainder of our 
Pacific Ocean Fleet, we would bo giving the enemy a fresh 
vklory, and, what is more important, depriving the Bailie 
Fleet of the possibility of destroying them, since it is 
weaker than the enemy, both in numbers of ships and 
of guns, in its niaziy types of vessels, in speed, and in the 
fact that it will have to force its way throxzgh to a base— 
Vladivostock — without wliich no ilect can operate/ 
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A COUNCIL MLLriNG 

On the 8th was held a meeting of the Council of Defence, 
a meeting which ih historic in the annals of this unique 
body. Up to now at previous meetings many things had 
been discus<>ed. The plan of the forts and the foililica*- 
Lions had been ciiticiiJcd generally and in detail. The 
uselessness of our engineers had boon pointed out 
ad namcain; the disgraceful nature of the conciete work, 
which, though designed to resist 6-inch shells, was easily 
dcstro 3 ^cd by them, and the insufficiency of the munitions 
of war, had been discussed. It hud been reiterated in no 
measured terms that Aithur was in no sense a Fortress, 
but only an entrenched camp. General Fock generally 
spoke more than the others ; his speeches were verbose 
and not convincing. Each successive meeting was a 
repetition of the preceding one and the rninnteb were of 
no value, as the resolutions entered in on them by Slossel, 
some of them dictated by others, wmre at vatiance with the 
opinion of the members, and were made with 'one eye 
on the gallery,’ for future use. They were, later on, 
characterised by Lieutenant-General Froloff, Chief of the 
Head-quarter Staff, as being ^an apologetic document 
submitted betimes with a view to later on justifying the 
surrender/ 

The Commandant, knowing from experience that nothing 
would result from these meetings except endless discussion 

365 



A COUNCIL MEmJNG [Ctiai\ xxxa i, 

and w£Jstc of lime, was unwillinf; Lo summon Ihom. Ilo 
used to do so once a niojUli siinjily lo satisfy General 
Slobsol. Instead of this Council, Smirnoff used (o hold 
daily conferences vvitli the f^encsal odicc'rs couunaud- 
iny, the land dcfeiiccs, the lu)i tress artillery, and the 
Fortn^ss engineers, at which all urgent questions were 
quickly decided. 

On the morning of the 8th, Slossel and Reuss went to 
Kondratonko’s q nailers. General Bicly, commanding the 
arlillory, saw this fioin the veranda of his hut, and could 
not understand why they should visit Kondratenko. After 
a couple of hours tliey came out, conversing eagarl3C 
Stosscl wont home, bui Reuss went up to Riely- He 
talked to him eluquenlly uf the critierd state of the 
I'ortress, drawing a dark picture of the future* He 
asserted that, with llic destruction of the squadron, 
Arthurks imporlauce as a fortress had ctmaed, and that 
therefore, on accoimt of the suffering wounded and of the 
exhausted and scurvy-stricken garrison, matters should be 
put a stop to. Bicly was dumb ; the object of Stosschs 
visit to Kondratenko was now clear. Reuss then spoke 
(q'lcnl^^ about surrender, and did his best to persuade Biely 
lo agree to it. At last, declaring he was going on to the 
Commandant, he said good-bye, but he went off in the 
opposite direction, and shortly afterwards Smirnoff re- 
ceived a note from him to the following effect ; 

^ Owing to the great change in the conditions since the 
loss of 203 Metre Hill, the Officer Commanding the District 
requests that you will summon a meeting of the Council 
to discuss future action for the defence of the Fortress/ 

On x'eceivitig this, the Commandant presumed that the 
Council was to meet in order that Generals Fock and 
Nickitin, who had no duty, might be acquainted with 
the scheme for the future defence. At 5 p.m. the members 
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met in Smiinoff's room, all except Kondratenko, who was 
tcloplioncd for. Fie was unable to come at once, so the 
discussion went on without him. Smirnoff opened the 
proceedings : 

'As Roman Isidorovitch [KondralenkoJ thoroughly 
knows the scheme for the future defence, I will begin 
without waiting for him. Well, gentlemen, 20j Metre 
Hill has fallen. With its fall began the bombardmeat 
of our warships, which have been destroyed. Nevertheless, 
the loss of the hill has not altered tlie position of the 
defence. So long as we held Angle Hill, 203 Metre 
Hill was, with regard to that, a rhltiit. As soon as we 
abandoned Angle Hill, 203 Metre Hill became a salient 
on the western front, which the Japanese had to attack. 
This salient no longer exists. Our lines over this hill 
were large, but the enemy’s were incomparably greater. 
F'or us 203 Metre Hill was only an advanced point, the 
defence of which was mainly important in order to ensure 
the safety of our fleet. This defence, on which wc had to 
concentrate all our available strength, gradually weakened 
us all along the lino* I held on to it till the denudation 
of the other fronts, especially of the north-cast, in 
order to provide reinforcements, became dangerous. 
From the moment I felt that a further expenditure of 
men on 203 Metre Hill wUvS more dangerous than useful, 
I decided to give it up. Ibora what I have said it is 
clear that, with the fall of the hill, we are forced back on 
to positions on the main line of defence. The western 
front, in addition to the permanent and intermediate works, 
which have hardly been touched, has a lot of ground 
behind it. To reach this front from 203 Metre Hill 
by systematic approach (the enemy could not do it by 
assault) will take at least a month and a half. I have no 
fear for iV 

Hi is essential to strengthen the defence of LiaoTieh- 
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yhaii, which is the keep of Arthur. ^Jlie enemy will now 
I uni all his attention to it. 11 is necessary to slrcngtlion 
it and defend it/ interrupted i'^ock. 

Kondialenko then culcrcd. 

After telling the new- com or what had been said, 
Sniirnofl cuutiaucd: 

^ And so, I repeat, I liave no fear for the western front, 
as I am almtisl ccrlciin that Nogi, being for the present 
satisfied with the capture of Metre Hill and the 
destruction of the licet, will uot force his way any more 
in that direction. What he doi\s there will be in the 
nature of a deirionstiatioii ; he will turn all his real 
attention to the north-east fr<>nt, which has cost liirn so 
dear, to the halhdcstroyed fotts and works whoso parapets 
are now almost ])y him. Tins is obvioiis, 

because, having conducted with the greatest pains a 
gradual attack against this front for more than three 
months, and having at last readied the parapets of 
uur works after immense loss, hcj will never abandon 
them in order to connnence a fresh atlack on the almost 
Luito ached side.. Besides, the enemy know well that 
behind this front arc all the vital parts of the Fortress^ — 
the dockyard, woikshops, mills, supply depots, arsenal, 
rnagajsincs, etc. On the western side, however, there is 
no such altractiou for them ; on the contrary, there is 
everything to pul them off, so I repeal that I do not fear 
for it. Our north-cast front, from Tumulus Battery to 
Ji Battery, however, causes grave anxiety, Chi-kuau- 
shall Fort and Fortification No. j are the most critical, 
and that is where wo must pay all our attention. Owing 
to this, it is essential to take some of the troops from 
the west and send them to the east, after drawing on the 
garrison of Liao-tieh-'shan and the forts which have not 
been attacked. At present on the norlh-easL front a 
second line has been gcT ready, running from 'rumulus 
Battery across Vladimir and Milrofenuoff Uills to Name- 
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less RedoubL. Tlie third line on Stonebroken Ridge will 
soon be finished. I have paid special attention to this, 
and it will shortly be extremely strong. At present, with 
the forts and Chinese wall vStill with ns, the naval guns 
tnounted on the thii'd line and the shore front will 
enable us snccessfully to cany on an artillery duel, not- 
withstanding the fact that the eiiemy is within the Fortress 
area. But, in any ease, it is necessary to concentrate as 
many men as possible on the north -cast front. Tlic 
main reserve is now a little more than a thousand men. 
General Gorbatovsky also has a fairly strong reserve, 
but, owing to the great losses one way and another, we 
must take troops from Liao-tich-shan and the forts on 
the western front. That is the position, I am ready 
to hear any suggestions that may be put Foi"ward,’ 

Fock replied : 

^ I urge the importance of strengthening the defence of 
Liao-tieh-shan. I have already pointed out its strategical 
importance to the Fortress. It is the keep, you under- 
stand, gentlemen — it is the keep of Arthur.’ 

Smirnoff replied : 

‘ I say that Liao-tieh-shan at present is of no importance 
to the Fortress. Even if the Japanese occupy it, it will 
only be of use to them as an observation point, as it is so 
far away. It will take a very long time to mount guns 
thex'e, and they will never attempt it, for the simple reason 
that to shell the Old Town and the north-east fronl from 
there is impossible. The Old Town is seven and the north- 
east front is nine miles away as the crow flies. But let us 
now get on to those points which arc closel}^ connected 
with the strength of the garrison/ 

Fock returned to the charge : 

‘ I urge the necessity not only of holding, but strengthen- 
ing, the defence of Liao-tich-shan, It is the keep of 
Ai'thur but Smirnoff continued : 

^ At present dysentery is on the decline ; typhus, though 
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it exists, is stationary ; what is worst ol all is the increase 
of scurvy that is the scourge lhal we must (iglit. The 
most rational, and the only tiling to do is to incrc'ase the 
allowance of meat. This may not slop the epidemic, but 
it will weaken it. Scurvy is a slow disease, and by increas- 
ing the rations wc may yet be able to make use of the men 
who have only got it in the initial stage. We have about 
3,500 horses. AccouUng to my cairnlations, not more than 
500 are required for the works. The munitions of war and 
food' supplies are now roncont rated all along the defences, 
and so long-distance transport of them will not be neces- 
sary ; besides, the Decanville light line,^ connecting the 
Old Town with Cossack vSqiiaio, will to a considerable 
extent relieve the lransj)ort of supplies to the front. I 
liiink that, with luck, we may lake lor food, without harm 
to the transport of supplies, more I ban j,ooo horses. I 
therefore propose to issue to the garrison ^ pound of horse- 
flesh per man. I have not worked it out exactly, but, 
roughly, for a garrison of 40,000 men that means fresh 
meat for forty-eight days at ^ pound per man per day.’ 

After some discussion it was decided to issue a Impound 
moat ration to those in hospital and ^ pound to the 
combalani s. 

Bioly, who knew what was coming, could not for the 
life of him make out why Smirnoff was beating about the 
bush so long instead of aiming to the main subject of tlie 
meeting. Gorbatovsky, in complete ignorance, was quietly 
awaiting the end of the meeting. Khvostolf was hurriedly 
writing down notes from which to draw up the minutes* 
Reiiss, who looked as if he were sitting on tin-tacks, 
suddenly jumped up. 

^ The Officer Comrnanding the District has instructed 
me to ascertain the opinion of the Council as to how 
long they consider the Fortress should be defended/ 

^ Tramway* — E* D* S. 
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* Excuse me, sir ; thal question does not permit of dis- 
cussion. Altlioiigh we have not an ovenibundaare of 
ammunition, we liave sufficient to repel at least two more 
heavy assaults, and if the big-gun ammunition rims out we 
shall have more than KgooOjOoo rounds of small-arni 
nmin unit ion left. When all the am munition is finished 
we shall still have our bayonets. Such a question is quite 
inopportune, premature, and does not permit of discus- 
sion. As to the question of how long we can hold out, 
that is easily decided for us by the Supply Returns.' And, 
getting up, Smirnoff moved towards the table on which 
the books were lying. Let ns sec what the Fortress 
Inlcndant has to say as to the amount of supplies in the 
depots to-day. I see thal flour, groats, green food, tea 
and sugar, will last for more than a month. The question 
of horse-tlesh we have just settled. In addition to this we 
have sufficient biscuits for more than a month and a 
The question of surrender cannot at present be considered. 
I cannot allow any discussion with regard to a capitulation 
before the middle of January at the earliest.’ 

There was a general movement of assent amongst the 
members. They all loudly declared the raising of the 
question to be quite premature. Reuss remained sitting, 
looking extremely disconcerted. 

‘Yes, yes; the raising of this question is premature,’ 
said Fock, 

Reuss looked at him with unconcealed astonishment. 

Smirnoff continued sarcastically : 

‘ At home they are just preparing to celebrate the jubilee 
of Sevastopol. Our fathers held out for eleven months ! 
Wc shall not have completed eleven months till January 8, 
and only then will the son be worthy of his father.’ 

* A few days after this the steamer Arthur arrived with 

000,000 pounds of excellent flour, 
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\Vh(‘n (hey went onl into the sticiot K(jnflratcnko i iirued 
to TVirly. 

' What has ha[)peiu'd to CanuTnl Slossal ? lias his 
wound really made such an impression upon him ?’ 

Khvostnff alone was left in (he room, scribbling hard at 
the iniiurtcs. Next day those ^vere soul round to all the 
meiubcrs for signature. They all signed, but Keiiss 
attached his disstsit, in which he protested that the 
Cooinuindant had decided the c|uesbon of surrendering 
the Foi tress purely on the basis that Arthur had not held 
out so long as Sevastopol. With regard to the actual 
facts he said nothing. 

When the minutes were sent to Stbsselfor his conhrma-’ 
lion he hrst wrote repudiating the insLruclions which 
Renss said lie had given nliout raising the question of 
surrender; then^ agreeing wit h'oek’s opinion as to the 
immense importance to the fortress of Liao^tich-shan, he 
gave dciinite orders that its gurrison should not be 
weakciKjd, nnd that it should defended the last. Fie 
also oxpresscal great aslonishmenl at the Coinmandanl’s 
ignorance in tliinking that guns, rillcs, and bayonets were 
UEicd in succession one after another and not together! 

‘ Every soldier knows that guns, rifles, and bayonets arc 
used io^clhei\ As to surrendering the I'ortrcss, 1 shall 
know when the tiino comes, and I will not permit a street 
massacred 

The most important re.solutioa of the meeting— namely, 
the question of increasing the horsedlesh ration on account 
of the spread of scurvy — he did not confirm. The garrison 
continued to bo fed on flsh for five days per week, receiving 
I pound of horse-flesh per man only on the other two day.s. 

Flow can one account for such a decision concerning 
men suffering from scurvy ? Not only was the depri- 
vation cruelty to the sick men, but it tended to reduce 
the garrison io a state of impotence through disease. 
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With General Stdsscl must unquestionably lie the re- 
sponsibility for the fad that the whole Fortress was slowly 
converted into a living cemetery (scurvy inct eased with 
greal strides), and that the way for surrender was thus 
prepared. Firudly, he, to every one’s amazement, issued 
an order that day by which he endeavoured to prevent 
the Commandant getting in touch in any way with the 
outside world. This order was as follows (No. 904, dated 
December g, 1904) ; 

' Should any Chinese junks approach the shore, the 
nearest picquet or gendarme post will lake steps to guide it 
into a safe place, and will put a guard on it to see that no 
one goes near it. Its arrival must be immediately reported 
to the District Staff, whence further instructions will be 
awaited. All correspondence found will be at once 
despatched to the District Staff Office. No junk will be 
permitted to leave without permission of the District 
Staff, and pennission for anyone to go on board the junks 
must also be obtained from that office. The despatch of 
any correspondence whatever in junks is strictly forbidden. 
Before their departure junks will be carefully inspected, and 
any correspondence found on them will be confiscated, and 
the authors will be held responsible.’ 

The gendarmes were placed in the most impossible 
position by this order, but their chief, Prince Mickeladsey, 
knowing what the Officer Commanding the District was 
worth, and being, properly speaking, subordinate only to 
the Commandant of the Fortress, coiilinued to obey the 
orders of the latter. 

Admiral Grigorovitch, as before, continued to communi- 
cate with Chifu. 



CHAPTER XXXVII 

KONDRATENKO\s DEATH AND SOME RESULTS 

On Dccciubcr it regular winter set in, accompanied by 
a searching wind. The gfUTison began io suffer greatly, 
owing to fhc bad food and the want of protection from 
the weather. Scurvy increased very much, in spite of the 
efforts of the doctors, who were helpJcss in the absence of 
a pi'oper food allowance. All that Stosscl would vouch- 
safe to their representations on this subject was: * As io 
the suiTcader of the Fortress, I shall know when that should 
take place, and I will not perrnii a street massacre/ 

For the next two or three days there was much anxiety 
in Arthur about Fort Chi-kuan-shan. The enemy had even 
got into the counterscarp gallery, whence they had driven 
our men back with poisomnts gas, and so obtained posses^ 
sion of a portion of it. Many were the earnest consultations 
between Smirnoff and Kondralenko. 

The night of the 15th was unusually Avild. The snow 
was driven across the gaunt hills in clouds by the vicious 
gusts of an icy wind, which moaned as it swept up the 
gorges — suitable accompaniment to the more deadly 
sounds in the air, for the Japanese were Jiot resting. 
Pitch dark though it was, there wUvS sufficient light to 
distinguish the mass of Chi-kuan-shan Fort as it lay under 
patches of snow, with the bare rock showing on the Icc of 
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the slopes and scarps. The fort scorned deserted, for, save 
the few sentries on the parapels, not a soul was about— all 
were under cover, snatching what rest they could. Of the 
enemy also, busy as they were, nothing could be scon— 
they had all burrowed. From some casemate below two 
young ufliccns came up to the nuiin parapet, behind which 
they stood listening to the enemy delving in their saps. 
Presently there was a movement in a Japanese trench, and 
a shower of sparks carnc lizi^ing over : a warning shout 
among our men, and then the detonation of a grenade. 
The two officers having amused themselves thus for a short 
time, went down to the countermine galleries to listen for 
the enemy, who were now very close. Meanwhile down 
below in the bowels of the great fori a different and more 
pleasant scene was being enacted. General Kondratenko, 
who had come out to see things for himself this evening, so 
critical were they, was decorating a non-commissioned 
officer for gallantry. Warmly congratulating the soldier, 
he kissed him and pinned the Cross of St. George on his 
breast. 

The concrete casemate in which this little scene took 
place was a haven of rest after the turmoil above, for here 
few sounds could be heard, and there was comparative 
warmth. After the ceremony Kondratenko sat with his 
head on his hands, silent and apparently depressed ; the 
others discussed matters. Behind a wooden partition a 
party of sailors were busy filling hand-grenades by a 
lantern, and cases of pyroxylinc were lying strewn about. 

^ Listen, gentlemen ! It is coming V and allwere suddenly 
silent, for even down here the whistling roar of an ir-incli 
shell could be heard. It arrived and fell into the ditch 
behind, destroying the bridge, and the groans and shouts 
for stretchers could be heard. 

When supper was served, Kondratenko would eat 
nothing, A consultation was started, much being said 
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al)()ut Smnnofl’ii orders for work and Slassel’s counter* 
orders as to not using up the men. In (he corners of the 
caseinate some were slc(‘ptag, othcis wore cjuictly talking. 
Of all the officcis [)resent, Colonel Raschevsky was par- 
ticularly cheerful tind talkative. 

'Well, gcnthninMi/ said he, ^ this casemate is about the 
only place in this fort whore one can feel fairly safe. The 
underground shelters arc none too satisfactory when xidnch 
shells are flying about, though they are good enough 
against splinters.' 

It was now near nine o’clot k, and again the noise of a 
rapidly approaching shell was heard — the fifth since 
Kondratenko's ai rival, 
a”-ah ! ! ! 

All was confusion, dust, smoko, noise of falling concrete, 
stones, and splinters of steel, cracking of bursting grenades, 
vries, the stench ol blood, the suffocating gas of high 
explosives. . . , In the corner where Kondraienko, 
Raschevsky, S<'nkcvilch, J^t'dgcuidsoy, and Naumenko had 
just been sitting at the table i)oring over the map, a bluish 
llatnc flickered for a moment over a heap of bodies half 
buried in d6btis. All was still, save for the groans of 
Lieutenant Kraiko (one of whose legs was torn off) and 
of Fotapoff— buried under the ruins. Under this heap 
of rubbish the others lay dcad> killed while in ihe execution 
of their duly, 

Kondratenko had perished^ but wherever Russian is 
spoken his name will ever be synonymous with duty, un~ 
seltishxressj bravery^ and honour. 

It was about lo p.ra« when Smirnoff received the news 
on the telephone from Khvostoff. He felt it bitterly* In 
one moment his best and xTiost reliable assistant had been 
swept away. Not only was it on account of his skill as 
a soldier that Kondi-atenko could not be replaced : there 
were other ways in which he had been invaluable. His 
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death meant more diificnltics and a fresh struggle with 
StosseL Roman Isidorovitch had always contrived to 
snmoth over things, thus annulling, to a certain extent, 
the conflict of orders. But now the inevitable had come 
to pass: he was no longer there to help. 

About eleven o'clock Khvostoff himself arrived, and 
briefly confirmed his telephone message : 

'Sir, an ii-inch shell burst in the officers* compartment 
in the casemate of Chi-kiian-shan Fort. Generals Kondra- 
tenko, Raschevsky, Zedgenidsey, and Senkevitch were 
killed on the spot- Colonel Naumenko was alive when 
brought out, but he has died since without regaining 
consciousness.’ 

Looking at the practical side of things, Smirnoff’s first 
words were : 

' We must go to Stossel at once. is next in 

seniority to Kondratenko, and Stossel will certainly try to 
give him the vacant appointment. This must at all costs 
be prevented. I will myself take over the command of 
the land defences in addition to my duties as Commandant, 
difficult though it will be. The state of affairs on the 
north-east front is so serious that I cannot under any 

circumstances allow — to have charge. He can be 

sent to the western front, where the enemy are still a long 
way off, and he can’t do much harm, and where, much as 
he may want to, he won’t be able to surrender anything to 
them. It is different on the other front, where the Japs 
are almost sitting on the parapets. There he would un- 
doubtedly surrender one position after another, carrying 
out his theory of the doctor and the gangrenous patient.’ 

Arriving at Stossel’s house, they found the place locked 
up ; oven the orderly supposed to be on duty was asleep. 
Only after much knocking was he aroused sufficiently to 
open the dooi% 

^ One of tho most distinguished Engineer officers in Arthur. 
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'Tt^U General Stosscl that the Comniaiidant has come 
to SCO liiin on lu^^ent business/ 

^ I'ho General is asleep, sir, and has f-(iven the strictest 
orders ihul he is md to be disUirbed on any ])rctcxt what- 
ever. I cannot *.;o to him, sir^-l dare nol.‘ 

'This, if yon please,, was the man in command of a 
besieged fortress ! 

‘ Let us go to Lock. I will talk to him and tell him 
what I intend to do/ said Smirnoff, 

Stumbling along in the dark, they at last reached Lock’s 
quarters. An orderly appeared, but here again the Com- 
mandant was to meet Avith failure, as after a few moments 
the man returned to say: ‘The General has ordered me 
to say that ho is very ill and in bed with a temperature of 
Toe, Tie is in a high fever and cannot possibly see you/ 

‘ Let us try Rciiss, then,’ said Smirnoff quietly. 

On the way they met T~)initrevsky (Chief Staff Officer 
of the 4th Division). 

‘ Colonel, General Lock is uu the sick list ; meanwhile I 
pi'opose to appoint Nadein to the western front, and you 
are to go there as his Chief Staff Officer/ 

They arrived at the District Staff Offices, and found 
Reuss just sitting down to supper. He was surprised and 
alannod at such a late visit from tlie Commandant, who 
at once said : 

‘ I have just been to Stbssel and Fock, but was nnalde 
to see either of them* I want you to tell SLosscl in the 
morning that I consider the state of affairs on the north- 
east front so bad that I aut going to command there 
myself. I have decided to appoint Fock to the western 
front, but till he is off the sick list (he is very ill at present, 
with a temperature of X02) I will seiid General Nadein 
there, with Dmitrevsky as his Chief Staff Officer. Please 
tell Stossel of this to-morrow, early, so that there may be 
no misunderstanding about orders/ 
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' Very good, sir. I will report it first thing in the 
morning.’ 

Next morning a Mass was held for the souls of the 
departed, at which a great number of olficers were present 
to pay their last tribute to the men they had so respected 
and loved. The Commandant was there, of course, but 
Stosscl, Fock and Nickitin weie conspicuous by their 
absence. Thinking that the first named would surely 
come, the priests waited some time before commencing 
the service, but in vain. While waiting Colonels 
Semcnofl' and Kilenin went up to General Smirnoff and 
said : 

‘ We wish to inform you, sir, that, on behalf of the 
officers of the garrison, we are sending a deputation to 
General Stdssel to ask that the command of the land 
defences be left entirely in your hands. We are con- 
vinced that only in this event can a successful issue be 
counted on. If the command should by any chance go to 
General ' 

‘ Yes, yes, gentlemen — ^yes ! But you need not worry. I 
have already taken the necessary steps. Everything will 
continue as before. Report direct to the Fortress Staff, 
as you have been doing. . . 

The service began. 

As soon as the service was over Smirnoff and his Chief 
of the Staff went to see General Stossel, but again found 

him out. From his house they went straight to , 

whom, to their aiTia;^emenb they found in the best of 
health, with no apparent trace of the high fever he had 
said he was suffering from the previous night. In fact, 
they had never before seen him in such high spirits. 

* Good morning, sir — ^good morning 1 What can I do 
for you ? Won’t you sit down ?’ (He had just returned 
from being with Stossel and Nickitin, and knew full well 
that he had been put in orders to succeed Kondratenko.) 
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' I 1klv(^ jnsl boon al General Stbssers, but foiind him 
out; he had appaiently j;^ono to Nickiiiu’^.. I inusL see 
him lo talk ovei yoiu appoint uieul. The fad of the 
matter is that Kondiatenko has left an unenviable legacy 
beliiud him in the slate of nflairs on the north-east front. 
I have decided to make use oi yoiu military knowledge 
by sending you to Iho western front, and I will take 
command of the eastern myself, as I did during Kondra- 
Icuko's life.’ 

‘ Very good, sir ; only you had bettor inform General 
Stosseh I hear he thinks of putting me in to command 
all the land defences, and you will have to hvArry or he 
may have issued the order, and ii will then be difficadt lo 
gel him to change it. The front most certainly ought to 
he divided uj>/ 

Stossel had already gone lo the District Staff Offices 
and had issued two orders. The fust (No, qao) announced 
the death of Kondratenko and his comiades; the second 
(No. giii) appointed Fock to command the land defences, 
vice Kondratenko, and Nadetn to officiate in command 
of the 4th Fast Siberian Rifle Division, vice Fock. 
[Colonel Raschevsky weis succeeded by Captain A. V. von 
Schwartz, of the Engineers, an excellent officer who had 
been in charge of the fortificatioas of Kiuchom] Ilis deep 
sleep and Fock'S illness together frustrated Smirnoff^s good 
intentions as to the appointment. 

However, vSmiraoff, knowing nothing of this and never 
dreaming that he was being fooled, left at once and went 
again with Khvostoff to SldssePs house. This time they 
drew him. He received them very coldly and without 
sitting down, 

‘ What can I do for you, General ? Yon have already 
been here once to see me/ 

‘ I have decided, sir,' said Smirnoff, ‘ now that Kondro.- 
tenko has been killed, to take over the command of the 
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eastern front myself. General Fock is the next senior to 
Konckatenko, but the state of affairs there is so critical 
that he would not be able to deal with the many 
questions there in addition to those arising all along the 
eighteen miles of front. The western side does not give 
such cause for anxiety, so I propose to put Fock in com- 
mand of it, and myself to run the eastern in addition to 
my duties as Commandant. This is, I think, a sound 
arrangement, as Fock knows the western and has never 
been on the eastern front, while all my energies, as you 
know, have always been directed towards the latter,’ 

‘ The defence scheme of the Fortress lays down that one 
officer shall command the land front. Kondratenko was 
able to manage it !’ 

* I always kept him on the western^ and myself ran 
the eastern. This was the case, you will remember, in 
the assaults during August, September, October, and 
November . . 

^ I have already appointed General Fock in place of 
Kondratenko,’ replied Stossel, raising his voice. ^ The 
order is published. You should know by now, General, 
that I never alter my orders. I never’ — shouting—* alter 
my orders 1’ 

* But, sir, his appointment ’ 

But Stossel only roared again, * I never alter my 
orders !’ 

What could Smirnoff do ? The reader must remember 
that, by an order issued in March, Smirnoff was made 
subordinate to Stossel ; that the latter had been appointed 
Aide-de-Camp to the Tsar, which in the eyes of the 
troops vested him with great authority, as he could speak 
in the Emperor’s name. What, I ask, could he have done ? 
How should he have acted ? It is easy to say now what 
he should have done, but, lakiiig his position at the time 
and everything else into consideration, I personally do 
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not i’,cc whal would Uavo bneii best to do, ICveu uow, 
db^t<ustod as ho was, iho Commandaul knew nothijig of 
tl\e official deceit of which Sliissel was guilty. [The lust 
thal Smirnoff lieard of the concetdinenl of the orders was 
from Kunjpailcin himself, when be returned Iroin being a 
prisoner' of war. | 

Alter this interview the two nam went totally different 
ways. They only met once again— on the day on which 
the last council was held. 

More than once when I accompanied Smirnoff on his 
inspection he said to me: 

‘ ] iirn hindered and opposed at every-— literally every — 
turn in the defence, and if Arthur falls all the shame and 
all the responsibility will be thrown on me. But, no; 
rll defeat them. If Arthur falls, I and all the oilier 
Generals will die with it.’ 

l>ut ho did not ; the eventual capitulation was for him 
— the CominancUint— as complete a surprise as it was for 
the rest of the garrisoiu 

Extract of I)eccinbcy 17 from Colonel Ra^clwo^hy'^^ Diary f 

*From z pan- the Japanese have bombarded Cdii-kuan- 
shan Imrt and Little li^aglc’s Nest- An ii-inch shell 
struck the casemate of the former, wounding three more 
officers- , « . 

' It is rumoured that Fock has issued an order de- 
creasing the garrison of the forts by half, withdrawing 
half to make up a reserve. This is exactly contrary 
to General Smirnoffs f)rinciple, but Fock seems to 
think that the inaction and monotony of fort life breeds 
disease- « , f 

General Fock’s first act after taking up his new ap- 

^ Colonel Raschevsky^s diary was found after his death by Captain 
von Schwaitg, who continued to enter it up, bo that its value bhould not 
be lessened by bein^ an incomplete record. 



\ORTH FORT CHI bHA\, SHO^\I^G CrREE\ HILLS THL PiS^-l^C£ 





Dl-C., 19041 


NI^'CE.^^ITY FOR RESERVES 


283 


poininiont was, indeed, to decrease th(3 strength of the 
garrisons of the forts and intermediate works, degrees 
he rednred them very considerri])ly. ' It doesn’t do to 
have llio iium ion thick, or one shell will have too many 
victims, and W(‘ sliall have no one left to defend Arthur!’ 

Ide had always said this, and now hi$ words took shape 
in deeds. His predecessor, on the other hand, thoroughly 
agreeing with Smirnoff’s principles and wishes, had en- 
deavoured to keep the garrisons at full strength, particu- 
larly in places where the forces were at hand-grips. In 
such places it was absolutely essential to have enough 
men on the spot to hurl back the enemy at once, should 
they breach the parapet and storm the works. The 
moments between the explosion of a mine and the crown- 
ing of the crater were so precious that immediate action 
was necessary with such men as were at hand ; there was 
no Lime to await reinforcements. The side that crowned 
a crater first obtained an immense advantage. 
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a yaicl ; but their i-kill wab wasted, for Ckaicral lujck 
took no ndvjutage o[ it. lie did not reiuforee the 
j^arrison, as he should liave done, and thus enable them 
to crown th(‘ craters, and so a[’t\in establish the nisei ves on 
the Ollier parapet. Meanwhile the enemy were holdiiif; 
on, pieparing themselves for another assault, ami our 
men behind Ihe thin parapet of the retrenchment were 
suflerin^j heavily. 

It was the psychological moment, the crisis. Had 
reinforcements been sent up, they would have turned the 
scale, and ('hi-kuan-’Shan would have been saved, but 
General Fock seems to have made up his mind ut the 
first explosion that the fort must be abandoned. To be 
exact, a reinforcement of a comjiany of sailors from the 
Pobieda and Pey^svei was sent up by Smirnoff; but coming 
under a heavy fire on their way, few rcaduid the fort, 
and they were not sufficiently numerans to render much 
assistance. 

So it continued till night, When darkne.ss ramo on 
the cueiuy again dashed to the attack, at the sSame time 
turning all their guns on (o the gx'ound in our rear to 
prevent the approach of supports* A handAoTiand fight 
ensued. Hoth sides fought like Uons^ or rather devils ; 
but the iiioie of ihe enemy that we killed the more seemed 
to appear. They even dragged two mountain guns up on 
to the parapet, and got to work with them at close range, 
and then the scene, lit up by the cold beams of the search- 
lights and the da^^^ling glare of star-shell and rockets, 
indeed seemed like hell let loose. The fort’s hours were 
numbered, for without reinforcements it could not last for 
ever' — and no reinforcements came. 

While it was in its death agony, the higher authorities 
were engaged in correspondence. 
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Telephone Message fyom Gcneval Took to General Govbatovsky. 

7.40 Decenibey 18, 190^. 

^ General Slosscl has given orders that the casemates 
(^f Chi-kuan-shan Fort are to be at once mined, and then, 
if Lhe Japanese do not withdraw from the fort — i,e., from 
the parapet — the garrison is to retire and the casemates 
are to be blown up. The enemy are not to be allowed to 
establish themselves on the parapet, which must be fired 
on by the guns and the torpedo tube. In view of Captain 
StepanofPs report, to the effect that before sunset he and 
Colonel Mekhrnandaioff could sec from iiig Eagle’s Nest 
only one Jap officer and three men on the parapet laying 
sandbags, I leave it to you to hold on to the fort so long 
as you think necessary. In giving this order, based on 
my report, General Stosscl came to this decision only 
because he thought that under present circumstances no 
other course was possible. At sunset a sailor came to me 
and reported that by the explosion of a bomb thrown by 
the enemy wc had had 15 casualties/ 


Telephone Message from General Gorbatovshy to the Staff of 
the General Offioor Commanding Land Front (Fock). 
9-35 December 18, 1904- 

' From Chi-kuan-shan it is reported that heavy casualties 
are occurring from grenades thrown by the enemy. We 
have not been <ible to reoccupy the parapet. I therefore 
propose to avail myself of your permission to blow up 
the casemates, and I liave ordered the garrison to hold 
on till our sappers liave got the mines ready. As a pre- 
cautionary measure and to cover the garrison during the 
retirement, please move one company temporarily from the 
main reserve to the Ico-house. I am just going to Colonel 
Glagolcff to give the necessary instructions on the spot/ 


Telephone Message from Colonel Dmiirevsky {Chief Staff 
Officer to General Fock) to General Gorbatovsky* 
9.40 pjn,, December Jc8, 1904. 

^General Fock full}’' concurs in your opinion about 
Chi-kuan-shan. He trusts that you will see that the 
repairs to Kuropatkin Lunette are energetically carried 
out/ 
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At 1 1 , •■JO p.m., in jccordana'. with orders recoivrd direct 
frotn General 1^'ock, commanding the land defences, the 
garrison, afUn" dcbtroyijig the entrance bridge, abandoned 
the fort, which foj* four months inad hocm held, des[)ito 
iniK'li desperate and bloody fighting. Altliough Chnieud 
(}orbatc)vsky in his message at 9,35 p.in. on Dcccnib^n- ]<S 
proposed to avail himself of thf^ pennission given in the 
picvions messages and to a.handon the fort, he mnmr, in 
fart, gave the order. 

At ji p.m. he visited the fort to ascertain personally 
the slate of affaij‘s, and met the men alrondy retiring. 
When ho told them to go back, they said GenorrU h'oek 
had ordered tiicin to withdraw, 

OulyafUir four months’ awful lighting, tens of thousands 
of deaths, countless numbers of wounded, a sen of spilt 
blood, a hell of human sufferings, tears, and sorrows, and 
owing to the difftcuUies in which we were, did tlie enemy 
succajod in capturing (he (irst of our permauLMit forts. 
And even then it would not have been theirs if Gock (this 
is the dcliheiale opinion of all the most experienced 
offic<n-a) had rcinforc<'xl it in time, and had not, on his own 
r(3sponfiibility, detennined to abandon it when he did. 
He carried nut his theories in practice, and made this 
unnecessary surrender- 

Smirnoff dhe Commandant of Port Arthur — only ktarnl 
of this deplorable surrender after it had been carried out ; 
for P'oek, in direct contravention of the first principles 
of discipline, did not oven inform him of his intoation. 
Ido knew better than to let Smirnoff have any suspicion 
of it, and, ignoring him, communicated direct with 
Stossel 

This is not fiction, but the plain, unvarnished triitin 

Early next day GeneraTP'oek went to the Commandant 
to report the loss of the fort^ 
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' Who, may I ask, gave yon pex mission to abandon it ?’ 
asked Smirnoff. 

‘ I received a direct order to that effect, sir, from 
General Bldsscl, It was he wlju gave the order. How 
could I have dared to do such a thing on iny own 
responsibility ?’ 

‘Perhaps yon are unaware, General, that I have been 
appointed by His Iint)erial Majesty the Psar to conimand 
this fortress. You, as coinnianding tlic land defences, 
are immediately subordinate to me, and without ttiy per- 
mission you have not a shadow of right to abandon 
anything in my fortress. I am its Commandant, and I 
alone am lesponsiblcd 

‘ I hunted for you last night, sir ; I went I0 your hut to 
look for you, but couldn’t hud 3^011 anywhcied Hiis was 
inc:orrccL ; he had not done so. 

‘ You must have known it was useless to look for m(^ 
there — I do not folhw the example set by sonui amongst 
yon, and change my quarters every tiu\c a chance 
shell comes near them.' ICvery one knows that I livcj 
here, and I only leave this to go out on to the defences. 
I repeat/ c.ouiiuued Smiruolf, ‘ you l\ave not the slightest 
right to give up a fort without rriy approval. I can 
rcinhnxe it as nmcli as seems advisable to mo. Ther(^ 
are more tlian jo,ooo men al this minulc bearing arms in 
the P'ortress. Under no circumstances should llie fort 
have been abandoned; it nughl very easily have been 
held. Moreover, its sunauider has had the worst 
effect on the wiiule garristxa. You luwe undenniiu^d the 
principles J have always instillcil into the men—that a 
fort may perish, but imvvt surrender; you havtJ done 
uulold harm. I cannot tell now but what the tnon will 
take it into their heads to retire from forts of their own 

Gencnil SiXissd hacl now taken up liiB (jiuatm hi the bairacks of 
tho xoth Rogiincnt. 


19 
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ac<',ord. I'lio is worn out and undcifecl, and lo 

men in tliia condition an example o[ this sort is paralysing, 
and nuiy fatally the further delcnccx^ Men au‘ hut 

human ; they wish to live, and the instinct of S(dh[)rc'serva- 
tion is always stronj^ in them.’ 

Frenn Sniirnolf Ihxds; went off at once to Stdsstd. On 
the uSth a secret meeting," of the District Staff was held. 
The result was the pnbhcalion in a District Order of an 
entirely inaccurate version of ilie circumstances relating 
to the loss of the fort. 

After the sudden abandonment of this strong fori, which 
was made wit limit permission of, or evmi reference to, tin' 
Cmincil of DofcMico, the Commandant despalched lh(i 
following cypher telegram lo Kuropatkin, TMo. 1,2, dated 
December 2 ^ 0 , icjo.| ; 

^ To ihe Cooiin(t)iclcr4ih("Jiicf of ihc Aniiir^ and Uw CVtr/. 

‘On Deia*ml)cr 15 Major-Gi-neral Konclratonko, com- 
manding the laud defences, was killed. To sviri'ced him 
General SU 3 ssel has aj^poiutod fdouicnanl-Cienorul Fock, 
though I reqiicstcid that only the wenhan portion of the 
front should he eni rusted lo him, and tlnit 1 should take, 
in addition to my other duties, the direct command of 
the eastern front. My reasons were tluit on the west the 
enemy arc still some t,coc) yards distant, while in the east 
they arc practically silling on our parapets, lh)rkV> first 
action on assuming comuiand was to blow up the case- 
mates in Chi-kuan-shan h'ort and abandon il, taking 
advantage of instructions given to him directly by Stdssd. 
This was done witlioul reference to me, without my know- 
ledge, and without asking cither niy ojiinion or that of the 
Council, and despite my previously expressed views on 
the subject. General Stossel’s systernalic ignoring of 
rights as Commandant of the Fortress, in particular with 
regard to administrative matters and tlic hospitals, has 
been constant since Sopleuibcr ; but though my authority 
is being continually undermined by various orders issued 
in the Fortress without reference to me, the actual defence 
has till now anffored little, thanks to the complete agree- 

Erh-kui^>-^hau Eort was stuTcndcretl ten tlays later. 
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meat of Ihc late Officer O.oiniuancling the Lnnd Defences, 
the Officer Commanding the Arlillcry, and the Officer < 'om- 
manding the lingincers with niy vienvs. Now, ho^vcver, 
that so serious n rnnltcr ns the surrender of a fort has 
l)ecn decided on without rcfeicnce to me, and, as it was 
in my opinion most injurious to the defence, I have the 
honour to ask that cither General vStdssel m;iy be ordered 
to recognize my rights as (".onimandant at once, in accord- 
ance with fortiess regulations, and may bo forbidden to 
interfere, 01 else that I may be relieved of all responsibility 
for the further defence of the Fortress and of my duties as 
Commandant.’ 

Having sent this telograni, General Smirnoff hoped that 
Port Arthur would live till an answer could be received, 
which would be at longest in about three weeks ; if it 
should be favourable to him, and the defence should pass 
entirely into his hands, he felt sure that, in spite of (he 
harm already done by P'oek, ho would be able to hold out 
till the end of February- 

Alas I the end came just twelve days after the dospatdi 
of the above message. 
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CHMTHR XXXIX 

Tine SAPPKUS — KT-. WARDS 

Titk provision of lorlinical Lroops in Port Arthur, Ihoir 
employ infant, and their n'warcl for the woxk done aic 
points which deserve some xnentiom Thtnr provision is a 
mallei' whieli it is in some ways difiieult to separate from 
the liidicious idea of the way to deRurd a fortress which 
held witli those in authority. 

U was, one would have thought, patent that to defend 
Voii Artlxur il was necessary to defend the [)erunsijla from 
sea to sea and from Kinchon to l.aaodieh'-shan, or an 
area of some ei^^hteen miles in hreadtli by forty in length. 
As it was unlikely that an attaeldng enemy would advance 
on the Fortress held hy a civilized power such as Russia 
with tlu; same iinpclnosiiy as was slxown 1.iy the Japanese 
in XcSc}^ against an ofhito nation, il was equally olivxous 
that as many delaying positions as possible, from the most 
excellent one of Kinchou right away back to the actual 
enceinte of the place, should be liekL Such is the nature 
of the country that there is a whole scries of positions. 
Even if general principles were not to be regarded, it 
might be thought that the mianceuvres of the years pre- 
ceding the war would Ixavc shown in actual practice how 
valuable these positions were to any force defending Port 
Arthur, Tlie enemy were evidently of opinion that we 
would take every advantage of what Nature had given mq 

21)2 
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and would suppletnenl these nnlural advnnla^^es with nlJ 
the resources of art. It follows, tliercfore, tlud in (Ito 
preparation of these successive positions, quite' apaLt iroin 
the defence oi the Fortress proper, there was an iiiuueusci 
amount of work to l)e done which would necessitate the 
skill of technical troops. 

Within and round the place itself also, even su]q)osing 
that all the permanent defences had l?cen ready at tlic 
commencement of war, [which they were not l^y any 
means], there would be during a siege great scop(i for tlu* 
employment of technical troops. It is lurgc'ly for sii'^e- 
work that such troops arc included in tiu' oigcaui/alioji 
of ai\ army- On the whole, lluircfovc, both (he more 
distant defences of Live district and iho closer delenee of 
Fort Arthur appear to have calU^l for tlui provision of 11 
very largo number of sajvpers. The district was large, Iroin 
a point of view of the amount of clefeusive work that Wiis 
necessary, and the Fortress was large. Let us sec what 1 lu5 
higher authorities in St- Petersburg and the hjcal aiithuri^ 
tics in Arthur apparently thought sufiJCicnL. 

Of sapper officers not with units there were altngolher 
fifteen in the Engineer Department of the wliolo districL 
Of these, the following were not availalvlc for general saj^per 
duty: six officers employed In the Naval ronslruction 
Yard, and six others specially employcxl, thus hviving three 
officers availal)l(i for sapper duties over the wltolo auuu Of 
troops for the work over this huge area there war» one 
sapper company— the gallant Kwandun Sapjxx 
pany, consisting of <; officers and 450 uon-conunihsiivnetl 
officers and men- Even from this number 2 olfux'rs weie 
detached and sent up north to Mauclmrin, and 513 men 
detached for special dutie.s ; that leaves 7 offtce-rs and 400 
men at the commeucemeni of hosliUl ivh ! 1 lad ihe^ subject 

ever boon considered in St. Pcteisburg ? This number was 
all that were available for the defensive works on nriles of 
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(ield aiul seiui-permaiu'nt positions; on many pcnnanouL 
forts and iatennodiatc works, and for the constnicdion and 
rc’pair of all dofcm'c l)nildin[');s. 

It must hi) rcmcml)c‘re(l tliat under the luiginocT offtcers 
trained technical foremen arc rcquinal, and that these 
Uavii to be paid according to their skill- Stossel regarded 
tlue niorc expensive article as tmnecessaryj and thought 
it sufficient to employ the ordinary sappers from the 
company as foremen. The proper employment of these 
UH:hnical troops seems also scarcely to have been graspc'd. 
As a rule, for defence works the sappea^s, both offirers and 
men, do little unskilled manual labour themselves; tlicy 
organize, supcrvis(g and direct the urivskillcd lal^our of the 
troops or of hired civilians. The extent to which the 
cajjabilitics and powers of sappers was understood by some 
of the staff in Arthur is illustrated by the following 
incidonl : 

When the enemy wcrci ou the eve of their assaults on 
Kiuchou the Officer Connnandiug the vSap|)cr Company 
got a telegram on May 24 from Arthur : 

* To Colonel JcAxblsoff. 

" Genera! Stossel directs me to request you immediately 
to arrange for the blowing up of the southern wail of the 
town of Kinchom It should be curried out at once, 

* KONnUATEHKod 

The next morning Jerobtsoff went with his subaltern to 
inspect this walk Kiuchou was situated in front of ihe 
left flank of the position of that name- Like the majority 
of Chinese towns, it was surrounded with a loopholial 
stone wall, like a tower of mcxHieval times. Upon inspec- 
tion this wall proved to bo a solid erection of stone laid In 
mortar; 19 feet high; 2 X loot thick at the ])otton3, and 
19 feel thick at tho top. This was what Stossel wuinted 
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blown lip Mnimediatcly.’ To doinolish il meant blowing 
up some 1,435,000 ciiliic feed of stone masonry ! 

When Colonel jerebisoff went into Arthur to report the 
impossibility ordeinolishing this wall at oncCy he wjus told: 

‘We will give you as many men hoin the 5th East 
Siberian Rifle Regiment as yon like.’ 

‘ But, sir,’ said the Colonel, ^ I shall want more than 
two men to lay the charge in every chamber. For 1,300 
yards of wall I should want not less than 500 chambers — 
that is, about 1,000 men — and anyhow, even if yon give 
me the men, it is impossible to do the work at oiicc,^ 

I'he answer was amusing. 

‘There’s no time to talk, Colonel ; you must |>lcasc go 
and carry out General Stosselks order.’ 

Jerclilsoff left by rail that night, but the train was 
unable to proceed beyond Jnehmuy, as tlio line was hnal 
at by the enemy’s gunboats, lie therefore had to ride 
from there to Nangalin, whence lie again prorceded on by 
train. But he never even reached the position at Kin- 
chon, for it was already in the enemy’s hands. 

Without understauding the r 61 o of sappers, Stdsscl 
during the whole siege threw the Sapper Company about 
like a ball from hand to hand. It was within t his period put 
under the orders of four separate oflicers, without rhyme 
or reason. This anomaly of passing n most valuable 
technical unit from one officer to another was not only 
not called for, but did absolute hurm, as it enabled 
people who were totally ignorant of its duties, qualifica- 
tions and capabilities to issue to il utterly irrcgiiUir and 
impossible orders. 

Thai the organi;:aLion of the sa|;)pcrs in the Fortress in 
the event of war was not sufficiently thought out and fore- 
seen is shown by the fact that this company, though 
Forlross Company/ was allotted to work not only in the 
Fortress, but in the whole district (whicli was the rodson it 
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was not called the *rori Avllmr’ Con\[>nny), It was there- 
foie given a civilian complement, whicli put it on a 
dilT('rcnt fooling to olhcr fortress coinpaiiit'S /.c., )( con- 
sister! of a liold sri})j)er compau^y siijiplementrHl by a ielt^” 
graph (lelacluncnt of half (he strength of a held l(‘k‘grapli 
company. In consequence, wlien h0sstiliti(\s conuneuer'd, 
llicre were nilther forticss nor telegrapli sappers in the 
Fortress itself, 

The Sapper Company lUlso affords ati example of 
Stossel’s system of boslowing rewards. These meti liad 
done many gallant deeds, and by May had won thiity 
Crosses of St, George, When Sldsscl learnt this, lui said 
to the commanding officer : 

^ You have got loo many crosses in your company: I 
shall not give you any more,’ 

Despile many gallant actions rlone by th(* sappers at 
later periods of tl^e sicg(', and the recouunendatirms made 
to him, StrisstI kept liis word : not a single crf)ss was given 
to the sappers. With regard to tlu‘ question of rewards 
in gcueral, space does not peunil of a desciipiif)u of the, 
general system of ilmir disposal by Stbssel, but to give 
some slight insight of his mctliods, the following extract 
of a letter written to his relations by an oftKajr when a 
prisoner of Avar in Japan is quoted. After describing his 
feelings and the hardships he and his companions ha,d 
undergone, ho continues ; 

^ And to all this is uddi'd I he knowledge of the insults 
heaped upon us by the bitter injustice sliown (o mau)'^ 
in the bestowal of rewards^ Many unwojihy officers 
who have done nothing to deserve g(H)d of their country 
have been plastered with orders by General Stossch 
who Avished to help litem on. In the majority of cases 
these wore cither officers of high rank who were inlinialc 
with him, were with him in the China canipnign, or were 
liked for ^Tamily reasons.” Others were recommended by 
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their immediate commanders more than once, but the 
reward lists were either lost in the olfiro of the Officer 
Commandin/^ the District or wore purposely overlooked 
by General Stosscl- In Hie Fortress nl tlic end, counting 
those who had been reccnity piomotcd, there were fouvtetn 
General Officers. Of these, those who had alieady got the 
Cross of St. George of the fourth class received that of the 
third class, and those who had not got the fourth class wore 
given it. There was only one General Olheer who remained 
without this order for biavery, and he, need I say, was 
General Smirnoff, the Coiumandant ! 

^Thc private solrliers wore also shanudull}^ treated. Many 
of those who did countless gallant deeds and wcio lecom- 
mended lor rewards went lo Japan ns prisoners of war, 
having received nothing. Apparently these rorjnnnKmda- 
lions received no notice in Stossehs olfice. The case 
of Colonel Jerebtsoff, who commanded the only Sajjper 
Company in the h'ortross, is also noteworthy. At the 
beginning of the war he met with mncli opjKJsition from the 
other engineers in his eudeavuurs to get malc'rials, etc., 
for his company. During the siege he lost iz officers and 
350 men out of his company, of which 5 officers were killed 
and 2 died, and 100 men were killed. ^Ah)rk was cairried 
on conslanlly, day and night, from April 14, and from 
July I to the vSiuTcudtir of the Fortress undcu' constant 
lire. I'Tom Scptcinbci 28, dining one and a half montlis, 
he supervised the sapping and mining works on his portion 
under incessant hro, and on November 26 went out and 
worked for four and a half hours under a heavy lire, losing 
an officer and six men. In short, he did an immense 
amount of work and showed the greatest gallantry. lie 
was recommended by General Kondralenko in August , after 
the fighting at Green Uiils, for the Order of St, Stanislav, 
second class, and by (r.olonel Grigorenko, after the assault 
of November 2O, for the Cross of St, George, fourth class; 
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hat he received notlunj:^ save a modal of the Order of 
SL Anne, tliird clasy> which he had won in peace-time ! 
And why ? Simply because he was a quid, mocU'st olheor, 
ask(Yl for nothiiq; for himbcH, and thc)nf,dit only of how 
best Lo do his duly and look after those luider him. And 
he was one of many 
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THE FALL OF KRII-^LUNG-SIIAN ANO THE LAST COUMCiL 

It is noL easy to arrive at tlie truth about the frill of KrlT 
Uanj^-slian Fori. There arc many dilTcreul acrounls, and 
the loss of this fori is still Ihc subject of keen discussion 
between various officers. ThcreforD;i to enable the reader 
to form his own judgment, the evidence of two of the 
senior men in the b'ortress who did not agree is quotciL 
One is General Smirnoff and the other Gun-Cnptain 
Direnkoffi Their evidence is amplified by extracts from 
the Raschcvsky-'Schwart ;=5 diary. I begin with Direnkoffi 
^ At 7 p.in. on December 27 the Jnps stopped their 
mining work mider the glacis of the salient. This cessa*- 
tinn of work did not attract much attention, as it was 
thought to bo tcmporar3L As a matter of fact, the enemy, 
having reached the desired spot, had stopped excavating 
in order to load and fire their mines. On this occasion 
they gave no indication of their intention, and kepi on 
firing iT-inch shells and throwing grenades into the fort as 
usiiaL The night passed quietly, with no suspicion of 
what was to come, on our part. At 7*30 the next morning 
the first explosion took place, but it was a failure. At ciglit 
o’clock a single Japaneses dashed out on to our parapet, 
then rushed back again. Five uniiutcs later I was walking 
from the inner parapet, and had not (piito reached the 
caponier when a second explosion took place, which shook 
the whole fort and tlm hill it was on. The Japs at once 

29c 



300 THE FALL OF ERFl LUNCLSirAN [Cajav.xi, 

opcmenlJiro anrl bc'^^an a cfnantity of )innd-|-^ronadcs 

nnd bonib^-!, wliilf' they sol to work to raise i\ wall of sand- 
ba|:;s on this side of the ditch. Our losses from the 
('xplosiou were about loo killed and vvouud(‘d, several 
beiuf^^ sufforaLial by (j;asc‘s in the caponier. Tlic ()f(iccr 
roiiuijiandinf; sent word to Major-Geueial Gorbatovsky : 

^ The Japanese have blown up our advanced })arapel. 
Our losses aie very heavy, Pleast'. send reinforccinentsd* 

Mveinforccmcnls arrived, amount iuf>, 1 should think, to 
about 500 inon* When darkness came ou the enemy’s 
aiiillcry ciaiscal firing, and only the occasional crack of 
rillos disturbed the silence. I'he officer commanding 
ordei'exl the wounded, who were lying about cveryvvlicre, to 
he brought in, and this was linished by about Xu p.m. 
Ih‘ thou sent word to Goil)atovsky : 

^ ICrh-hing-shan is suriounded by Japs. What aie your 
orders ?” 

^ The Geaernl rcjilital : 

" what yon cam There mo no moie neserves to 
send you.” 

' Th<^ offu'er cornnr.nuling then sent fifty men of ihc‘ 
Retoisan to drive the Ja]is from tlu^ inner parapet,, but the 
attf'uipt fai]o<i iiud nearly all were killctk The Japs> in 
addition to otampying tliis, hiid crawled into th<‘ raponior. 
Three limes our men at tom pied to turn them out, but 
were three limes driven back. Hy nine o’clock (ho 
japs had coulrived to make a sauddiag jiarapel in it 
and to drag a naachino-gnn and torpedodubc on to the 
fort. By ten the garrison was orchu’cd to C'vacnate the 
forl» The officer commanding ordered UvS to lake away the 
brecchTilocks from the 37-iniUiuietrc gutis, and on leaving 
the forts to give them to General Gorbedovsky, which wo 
(lid. When W(j loft the fort nboul xoo men were still in 
the caponier. I imagine onr casualties must have ])oon 
about 600 killed and woiuKlcd. The gnus left to tiio 
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enemy were: three 6-inch (all disablctl), one Baranovsky, 
two field-guns (4-pounders), seven 37-inilIimctrc, 

' We also left 300 rifles, a lot of entnnicliing^ tools, and 
2 unloaded spherical mines; of amminiilion : 37-millimetie, 
2,000 lounds; Baranovsky, 200 rounds. I don’t know 
what 6-iuch ammunition was left. The gunners, by some 
careless mistake, did not remove the breech-blocks of 
these guns. Of food supplies we left 30 sacks of biscuits, 
/|00 pounds of bn^ad, lA boxes of tinned meat, and a 
quantity of groats/ 

General Sniiriiofrs evidence about this fort was as 
follows : 

‘ At last, at 9 a.m. on the 28tli, a big explosion tt)ok place 
on the parapet. The enemy opeiuxl a heavy fini 011 the 
retrciu'hmeuL ; this our men could not stand, and they 
took cover in the caaomjif(JS undornenllu Al.)Oul 5 i).irh 
some of the enemy reached the retrenchiuenl, while 
another portion of them moved along the ilank ditches. 
Though the garrison of llie fort consisted of some 7 to 
(j officers and 300 men, their jjioral was so affeclccl 1>)" 
Ibe example of Fort Ci\i-knan-shau that the men would 
not obey their officers, who ordercxl them out of the 
casernates back on to tlio relrenchmeul ; nor did the 
olliccrs give an example to the mem I sent one com- 
pany after another from the reserve I0 reinforce the 
garrison, and ordered Gorbalovsky to drive out the 
enemy; but the fresh troops became infocied hy the 
others : they were deinorali^cd, and would not put tlu'ir 
hearts into a couutor-ailack. 

* When Gorbatovsky told me of this on the telephone, 
he, not wishing to make it public, sent Caplaiu Step;> 
noff to report personally to mo, and begged pernus- 
sion to abandon the fort, or else all the garrison would 
be killed. I forwarded this news to Reuss for iufornm- 
tion, and cUd not Gorbatovsky the permission asked 
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for, US I was wailing to see Sicpaiioff (irsi ; hut [‘x'forc 
he had avached nae (ioi bnlovsky rcrt'ivcd t)rcl(MS diiccl 
from Gcuoral SlOsscl that (he fort was to ha abandoimd. 
On withdrawing, our men rallied on the half-prepan'd 
position some 300 lo 500 paces in ivar, from Kooky 
Kidgc to Fortiiicatioa No, 3.' 

Frovi (he RaSLliCD^^kySolmxiet:: l^iayy^ Decanher 28. 

^ A.t 7 ami. the enemy began to shell iutcrruittently 
h'Drlihcation No- 3 and lirlidung-shan Fort, and their 
miners continued working. At 9 a.m* Lin; noise of work in 
the mining galleries suddenly ceased, nnd two charges were 
cxplodt^d in the salient angles of the fort. At themoineal 
of the explosion then' was only the gun cn'w on duty in 
the casemaU^* the rest of ilie men wfU’e in their quarters 
in the gorge, (rreat blocks of the inner skin of armoured 
concrete were torn off by the force of the explosion and 
piled up iji the exit, crushing several men. On the para- 
pet, to left and right of the sheUer, were two huge rrat<'rs. 
To relieve the position to some (ixleni, nnd lu check llm 
enemy’s assaulting columns, our batteries were ordc'xcd to 
lire on the approaches in front of the fori ; but what good 
could our fire do when in the iJaredonbi Daltcry there 
was only one serviceable Gdnch gun, on Laporoff Hill 
also only one Gduch and a .jO-millimetre battery, on MUren 
fanieffs hill one go-milliinctra battery, and on Tumulus 
Hill four quickdiring field-guns? All these batteries, 
though under a heavy shell-lire, did what iliey could. 

^ About II ami. the first message from Captuin Bulga- 
koff, commanding the fort, was received by the staff of 
tho section, reporting that the enemy had destroyed the 
parapet by llie great explosion, and had seixed it, that 
our men were panic^struok and were holding llio retrench- 
ment with great diflically- Gor]>atovslcy I hen sent up a 
company at once from the reserves to relieve Fulgakoff, 



Dmj., 19U4] 


LAST COUNCIL OF WAR 


30J 


and to drive the Japanese out of the fort. How- 
ever, despite this leiuiorcctncnt, the garrison not only 
failed to hurl back the enemy, but lost the ictrciichmcnt . 
The ollicors tried to lead a conntei -attack, but when, on 
going out from tlie retrenchment, the first men were killed, 
the remainder refused to go on, and bolted from the 
rotrcnchuient into the quarters in the gorge. Taking 
advantage of the darkness, small parties of the enemy got 
round the flanks, threatening to surround the fort from 
the rear, to seii?c the gorge ditch, and cut ofl cornmuuica** 
tiou with the hkirtress. The enemy’s artillery continued 
flriug all day. The comuuiuicatlug roads to the fortj' 
were destroyed, but were being repain^d all the time by 
oui sappers, especially at night. The abandonment t)f 
the fori was begun in the afternoon and finished about \ 
two in tlie morning. On leaving the fori Captain ihilga- ^ 
koff gave orders to pour kcu'oseno over the bed-boards and 
set light to the men’s quarters and light the long fuses of 
the mines. At z a.m. Gorbatovsky ordered me to go to 
Fock in the morning and give him my opinion as to the 
necessity of holding Fortification No. 3 to the emV 

The general opinion of the officers in Arthur was that 
the loss of lirlidung-slian Fnrl was duo principally to 
the bad vioyal of the gartison, caused by the Generars 
demornliiiing iullueuce and tlie example he had set by 
Fort Chi-kuan-shaiu 

At 6 t).m, on December Zij a meeting — the last meeting 
—of Ihc Coimcil of War took place in the Distiict Staff 
Offices. All the senior commanders in tito Fortress were 
present : 

I. CapiainColovciic Chief Staff Officer 7th liast Siberian 
Rifle Pjrigade. 

z. Lientmani^Colond Dmitimky^ Chief Staff Officer 
4th East Siberian Rifle Division. 
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j. Colofiel Kh'iUAloJJf Chiof of ihc lo)t’lrerts Sin IT. 

CoUmcl Rcuss, Chief S(alT OKh'cr of the Kwantim 
Distinct, 

5. Licti(cnanFC(}lo)id N ckni'^hcvitdi-Pi^kUid ^ coniinandin.L^ 
25th Ro^hment 

6 . Colonel Petn(sli(tf conunancling 28th Kegiinent. 

7. LicnifnKUit-Colt)}^! JfiuuliiriiijVoiwnViindini^ T5th Kq^i- 
incnt. 

8. Colond Sciiicnoff, / 1 . 7 ).C., commanding' 26th Kcgi- 
meat, 

(j. Colonel Saviidyy connaanding L.|ih Roginioni, 

10. Colonel Griannojj] coLunuindiai^, - Regiimnit. 

Ti. Colonel MckhmanddH^JJ] comnuuiding, 7th iiast 
Sibc'rian Kiiie Ariillcry Divisioin 

12. Colonel lynian^ conauanding -|th East Siberian 
Kille Artilh'iy lUdgadc, 

13. Colonel Cyii(oyenknj eommandiag the Fortress 
Engineers. 

T^|. Reav-Athninil W'irou 

15. Keny'^AtUniyal LoMhinsky. 

tG. Mojay-’Geneyal CeW^a/'o/rs/v^/, commanding Ihccaslern 
front. 

17. Mojoy-Cfencyed llicly, coianvaudiag tlxe ihirlress 
Artillery. 

18. Major-Ccncnd Nacldn, leinporadly comniaudiiig 
4th East Siberian Rifle Division, 

19. Mctjor-Gencnd Nh'kilin (no special appointment). 

20> Liciilefmut General Fock^ hitely commanding /|th East 

Siberian Rifle Division, now in coumuind of tho laud 
defences* 

2T. Lieut enanFGcmral Coriunanchmi of the 

Fortress. 

Gcnmil Stdssel^ /i.D.C* 


OmitUid by Author. -“A. 13. L. 
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It was evetiiiig, and the town and front were quiet. The 
collected members couvcr?5ecl and excliangod opinkms in 
a low tone while wailing for the meeting to eoniincnee. 
Every one was iialuvally much interested in what was 
coming, and most guessed why General Slossel had 
saniinoncd all the senior commanding olficers. At last it 
began. The meeting is recorded for clearness in the 
following form : 

Sids'srf. *■ Genii omen, [ hnv(c called you all here lo give 
me 3a)ur opinion frankly wilh regard to the aetmil stale of 
Iho h'orircss and the slops which should lie taken in future. 
Whoa the mocling is over f will road yon this paper ' (lu 
his hand was a letter)-'^ 'Let us commence willi the 
juniors. Captain Golovan, what is your opinion on this 
question ?* 

Golovan. 'We must certainly hold out to th(^ very last* 

Dmitrevsky, 'The food is very had. W<' have little 
ammunition now left. I do not sec that wo can expect 
anything by continuing the defence.* 

N ckvmkcviich-roldad. ' Wc Iiave no ammunition. Sciu’vy 
is on the increase, and the hospitals arc full. We have 
few men Lo gurrison the Fortress workvS. Under such 
circumstances, there is little use in carrying on with the 
defence. ’ 

Peini^ha* ' Wc have held out till now, and we can hold 
out longer; and then- -God’s will be done.’ 

This paper appoini, honi an indepcmdenl ^oiuac p The iSioftc 
and I^'all of Pou Arthur,’ by Major-t kuicral Koslculco, Ih’csident 
of the Military (a>iirl of Port Aithur during the sie|‘,o|, lo have been 
the ro])y of a tidegrain to the Tsar wliirh Str)s^c] had despatched 
to the Tsar hrfont thib council ineedng was held. Aeroulini; to 
Kostenko this telegram was: ‘We canmU hold oiU more than a 
fevv days ; am taking measures to prevent a street massacre ’ ; ond in 
liib opinion SUjssel did not read it out ai thi'^ council meeting alter 
the feeling of the rneinhert) bad boon so stiongly declared against 
sill render, because lie was afraid of being arrestc<l for liaving sent 
it,- A. B. L. 
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Savitsky and Gyiaaitoff, 'll is vny cliffirult to hold out 
loi^^or. JCvcryUiin}::; h j:^oiug bnclly.’’ 

Sciucnoff. ' Wo must hold oul al all costs. My troops 
arc ill oxcollent and Ihe b('sL of spirits/ 

Uckttnuindai'oJI. ' Wc must rontituio tlio dolcuco/ 

Stossd. ‘ You must suicly know, Colonel, that, having 
got possession of JY'h -lung- shun Ihirt, the (uiemy conw 
maud the neighbouring batteries and works, and can from 
there shell us. Can you guarantee tliat tlie enemy won’t 
mount guns there ?’ 

MehhnanilaroiJ. ' I cnnnnl guarantee that, bnt I will 
swear that I will put any of their guns oul of action 
as soon as they aic mounted. As long as we hold on 
to Roedey Ridge the loss of ICrh-lung-shan does not make 
our general [position in any way critical. We can hold 
out easily for some time. We still have a munhor of 
splendid lear-giiard posh ions. Wo ran, and 1 consider 
wc ought to, hold oub—ui fact, dideiut omselves to the 
last moment.’ 

lyjHaii, ' fn any casi\ we nutsi hold out in tlu‘ same 
way as we have aliendy held out. Why, up till now oiui 
nughi Siiy that vve have really only been holding held 
posh i()ns, not Jjcrmunenl ones. We can easily hold out 
longer/ 

Gyilloyenko. ‘‘Wo vinsi hold oui. Let us look al the 
question on a broader basis. To do the best, f coHsid(T 
wc ought to reduce the garrison of nil points not being 
attacked — i\e,„ Liaodich-shan and Signal llill^-and send 
the troops thus released to the threatened points.’ 

Fock ^ No, no* Liaodieh-shan is the keep— it mustn’t 
bo touched/ 

Rems» ^ As the fleet has ceased to exist, Artluiria r61e of 
affording a sanctuary to it is over. It is quite uuncices- 
sary to the army operating in the north, as tiuit army 
has concentrated now in great strength. A further 



Di(\, 1904I OPINIONS AT I HE COUNCIL 


307 


defence can only end in a street massacre, which is to 
be deprecated. ’ 

Wiyeii am] Lo^oliindy. ' The place initsi he defended to 
the hitler end.’ 

Goyhafimky. ^ If the Fortress is to fall or to capitulate, 
we must postpone the clay as long as possible. We must 
fight to the last.’ 

Bicly, ‘ I fail to understand what Dinitrcvsky means by 
saying there is no ammunition. We havc^ plcnity to 
repulse two more big aliacks — 102,000 shells of onr own 
and 100,000 slill available from th(' llcch with 8,ono,ooo 
rounds of small -arm ammunition. From an artillery 
jioint of view, I do not consider we arc at all in a critical 
position. The defence ought to be continued.’ 

Nadew. * I also agree. We must continue to hold out.’ 

Nickitin. ‘ We must certainly hold out to the last. If 
our position is bad, that of ilic enemy is not particularly 
happy. A further defence is possible, and should be 
successful, as we have a series of excellent positions, and 
in the New Chinese Town a number of excellent buildings 
for the troops,’ 

Fock. 'A short time ago I was in the trenches* My 
God ! what did I not see ? The suffering, the woundvS, 
the sickness — never shall I forget the sights. Who is 
better or more noble than the private soldier ? Who can 
cupxal him in gallantry, unselfishness, and endurance ? 
Wo sliould not let him die for nothing. Wo should not 
let him die unless boinothing is gained thereby. The 
losses will be greater now if the Japanese mount guns in 
Erhdimg' shan~ ’ 

Mehhmmdaroff, ^ I have already guaranteed that I will 
not allow them to bring a wangle gun into action there.’ 

Fock. ' Think of the wretched nien™hungry, worn 
out- — 

Smirnoff. ^ I have heard cvciytlung that has been said 
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on the snl)jcci, and 1 consider it my duty (o state 
according 1o regulations, thtirc should be in every fortress 
secret instriielions in which the rafsea cEctre of the 
fortress in the theatre of war is defined* Accoiding to 
lhes(' instriK'tions, the Commaudaiit is to be the judge as 
to the exiont to wliich the fortress has done its duly 
fulhlled its iiiissinti. Unfortunately, such inbimetioas do 
iU)l exist in tlris fortress. One of I ho objects of tliis 
fortiess — to affoid a refuge and protection to the llc^ct — ■ 
censed to exist when the fleet was destroyed. The other 
object* “'to co-operate in the strategical [)]ans of the main 
army l')y kecjiing omployc'd the Japanese army now laying 
siege to us— is not finished. No matler what the opinion 
on the question may he, I lie Regulations for the Guidance 
of C'ommanders of h'ortressos definiti^ly require them to 
hold out till all sliength and means arc exhausted, which 
with ns is far from the case, 'riius we must continue the 
defence. The scliomc of defence conrorniing In actual 
circuinslances should ho as follows: So long ns possible 
we should hold the Chinese Wall, as from behind it we can 
throw hand-grenades mid fire mines. To strengthen our 
fighting line we must wcjakcn LiaoTich-shau and Signal 
Uilld (Fork shook his head and tried to interrupt.) ‘f 
arn sure that we can hold on to the Cdfiticse Wall lor u 
fminighl. Then wc will fall back on the second line — 
ix, Tumulus BatUiry, Vladimir, Milrofanidf, and Name- 
less Hills. This line has one defect— that it wonh be 
possible to keep the supports and reserves near it, owing 
to the scarcity of cover. We must therefore regard it us 
a rear'<guard position; but, all the same, wc vshall he able 
to hold the enemy on it for a week. Finally, ther(' is the 
third line on Sionebrokon Ridge, running from the left 
to the northern portion of the town wall, and from the 
right to Big HilL It is at present well fortified, and 
has directly in rear of it a number of buildings, in which 
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the siippoiLb and reserves can fjet Govern Thanks to the 
strength of this position, we slionld be al)le to hold on in 
it for at least tliree weeks. r)y that time onr supplies will 
be rimuiiig oat, and then — not till then ’ (raising his voice) 
— ‘can the qaoslion of the Fortress’s life be discussed,’ 
lie finished. 

Every one remainoxl silent; no one liked to speak. The 
Commandant had spoken what all knew to be the truth. 

Sidssel continued: ‘ fn my opinion the second line is 
extremely weak, and it is in no way important. Well, 
genllernen, I s(‘e that all of yon almost are in favour of a 
further defence, and we will accordingly ciwi'y on. Russian 
soldiers could not act otherwise. I am extremely grateful 
to all of you for coining to such a resolution.’ 

Tile meeting broke up, and the news of the conciiLsioii 
reached and of the opinions of individual menibers was 
soon spread abroad. 



CIIAPTKR XLI 

THE FALL OJi’ FOUTIITCATION NO. 3— THE FAHATinC OF 
UIL: defence and MIiIDICAL OUOANI^iATlONS 

The garrison no longci showed the s;uno stendiness tliat 
it had shown in ihc many desperate (ighls 111 the ()cginning 
()f Dcccnibct. This was certainly owin/; to the cxam[dc of 
]h)rt Chi-kuaiLshan. The meads spixits scenuid to have 
gonCj and it was too late for the ufficcrs lo stop tlu‘ 
h<einoiihage from the moral w(Hm(ls caused by I'Vx.k. A 
pasbionaU^ desiie for life was everywhcie uoti(‘eabk% and 
any attempt to persuade the uxea that it was Iheii duly to 
die was now useless, 

I^arly in the morning of the jtsl Gorbatovsky was 
summoned by h'oek to confer with him. The laitei was, 
as usualy dilating on the spk^ndid (jualitics of the men^ 
and the pity it was to make them suffer needlessly, wlnm 
a great pillar of smoke suddenly shot up from Fortifica- 
tion No, 3, followed by a tremendous explosion. 

^ I must go back, sir, and I will return at once and let 
yon know what has happened^ 

^ Yes, come, back as soon as you can.’ 

Gorbniovsky then went off. Without waiting for a 
report from him, Fock there and then, in the presence of 
Captain Kodionoff, of the Engineers, wrote out his orders 
for the abandonment of Fortification No. 3, and sent them 
off by (I think) a sailor. There was no reference, no word 

3io 
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to the CommandaiUj or (‘vcii to SlosscL Comment is 
unnecessary; such acfion sj:)eaks for itself. 

What had happened is best scon by rolerencc to the 
diary : 

* Deccmbei' 31, — About 6 a.m. General Gorbatovsky was 
summoned by General Fork to the third line of defences 
to confer. At 9 a.m. three successive explosions took place 
in Fortification No. 3, After a fe^w minutes a telephone 
message came in from the work to say that the enemy 
had exploded two charges in the corners of one of the 
faces. At the momenij when the garrison, led by its com- 
manding officer, Captain Spredovy, dashed out of tlie 
quarters in the gorge casemate, in order to got out into 
the interior of 1 he place before the Japanese could seize 
the parapet, a third charge was firtid, ^vhich had l)een laid 
in the gorge itself. This charge destroyed the gorge case-' 
mates, and biii'icd the commanding officer and X40 men 
under the ddbris. The fall of tliis mass of stuff caused 
the hand-grenades hea])cd up in the casemates to detonate 
and set off four mines, laid und(ir the foiindaiions. The 
wounded and remnants of the garrison were thus shut up 
in the casemate, witli only one small exit into the gorge 
ditch, through wliicli they had to crawl Not being able 
to get into the interior of the work, th(' gaiaison could 
do nothing to hold the positiorn The enemy perceived 
this at once, quickly got into the interior of the work, and 
seized the gorge, where they brought machirie^^uns. 
About TO okdock we saw a white Hag on the fortification. 
It is not known who raised it. General Rtdsscl and the 
Fortress Commandant were informed, and within a 
quarter of an hour the following order was received from 
General Stdsscl : 

^ 111 view of the difficulty of getting out of the Fortifica- 
tion, the remainder of the garrison may surrender; those 
who can escape may try 
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'This ord(M‘ was ( Kinsniitlc'd by tclr[>h()iu‘ to llu‘ work, 
wliruct' ti list of ilioso alivo and wonndc’d was [ol('[)lionod 
bark. Hh' l(‘lo[)h()no waf) tluni vni to provinil th<‘ (SKMiiy 
vvhal wo Sriid, it was Ihoufdd that, havini^ 
(hr foi ti iicadiou, tlio^^ v^'Ol)ld tiy and stoiin d'linnitiis 
J kittoi y* ( uMioiid ( iorhalovskv, llraadona oiilc] cd LIk^ 
f'^aiHsoH of this liattcay l<» hr icinfoux'd oiio ('oin^any 
()l infantry, anti a r()ni[)any of sailors to b(‘ s^ait into IIh' 
tnaudic'S of jlie sea ond lino froin laipcioffs balUa'y along 
Vladimir and Mitrofan i off IkitUs'ics, Al)otiL clovim oh loc k 
tlio onoiny’s lire ceased. Clorbatovsky deeaded to hold ilu‘ 
second liiu\ having '‘riinuilus Ihittciy on Hie left Hank and 
Eagle's Nest on tlui light, thi [old the ("omniandanL 
of tins, and asked leave to canr}’ il out at Jiiglil. . , d 

In-om Siosscl's order and subsexinevit dispi^silions on 
that day it is dear (hat In' had no idea of tiio lelatiouship 
lielwcon tile sec()nd and tliird lines. yVnujiig ollua* tliine/^ 
he ordca’ed ihe left llriiik oi the S( eund line to be held, 
while pari ol the thiid linii was held (Stonebroken Kulgu 
and l>ig Hill). lu<an this it was plain that Slossel had 
never seen the second line of positions, and had newa* 
Ixa'ia on the hills near. 

After the fall of .Urhduug-vshan Fort the besiegta’s 
opened a heavy fire on the uoitlocast front from Tunnilns 
Fatlery to haiglehs NesL At i pan. on January r tluy 
dedivered an attack from the fta*l on Jvocky Ridge. (3iir 
troops having lost hcaii, and lieing badly denionilEod, 
gave way; hut our gun-hro eliecked the enmny’s assault, 
and the position reuiaincd In our possession. ITowiwer, 
despite the very strict and definite orders given lyy ihe 
Commandant that the Chinese Wall from Rocky Ridge 
was to be ludd at all costs (it was quite possible), as soon as 
dusk came on, the abandonment of this wall and Rocky 
Ridge began under Fock's orders. The retirement was 
executed without any interference from the enemy, and 
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wc were able Id take with us all except the heavier guns. At 
five o'clock on Jannruy i am troopvS were distribiUed along 
the second line — Tumulus Batteiy, Vladimii Batlcxy^ 
Milrofanictr Hills, Eagle’s Nest, the portion of the Chinese 
Wall behind Chidaian-shau Fort, and Kiuopatkin Lunette. 

The enemy having now arrived at such a position, it 
seems a litting moment to mention in what directions 
the organisation of Port Arthur as a fortress had most 
failed. 

By this time mosi of the many grave defects in the 
original conception and subso(]nenl execution of the 
material dehmccs of this stronghold liad become only 
too painfully clear, though it liad not needed the test of 
bitttjr expel ieace to juakc the more glaring errors obvious. 
I'Jmre weio ten'ibJc faults in ibe origiu/al tarticnl arrange- 
ment of the defences and in the details of the works 
themselves. 

The main line of permanent forts, the girdle, was 
much too close to the objects to be proteefed— the 
dockyard and town. The positions fortilied by us were 
so close that, before capturing these positions, the enemy 
were able to bombard the place, damage our licet, 
and demoralise the population. Some points of vital 
importance were entirely unprovided with permanent 
works — /,c., £503 Metre Plill, Angle and Long Hills — and 
were left for an improvised fortification, which was earned 
out in a scuinibl ing way after the place had been completely 
invested. So little had these three positions been com 
sidored important that until after May 18 no paths to 
them had ever been made. Accepting the main line 
originally chosen, such as it was, there were furtlier 
defects in the forts themselves. They were in many cases 
badly sited. On the ea.stern front the enemy had com- 
manding positions within two miles (Ttvku-shan, Sia^gu- 
shan), from which the interior of otu defence could bo 
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sciiu and fired into, and our coniniiiiueatioiis sliellecL 
Thi'^ Kiu'iously hampered Lhci movenuiut of troops aud the 
tnius[)OL’l of nuiuiUoiuu 'Vhoy were also badly desi^;ned 
for their sitcs^ having no good field ol fire and miudi dead 
ground in front of them. It is noi enough to say llu^y 
were ill-coucealed" -they were ingenuously couspic iK)iis. 
yVs regards annament, our long-range heavy guns, designed 
to light the enemy’s siege artillcryj were placed right in 
the front, by which all the advantages to be obtained by 
tlicir rangdng powtir was thrown away, "rhey naturally 
drew a eonceulr'diion of the enemy’s iivC) aud were soon 
rendered useless- ddicy won^ a i)osiiive curse to the works, 
in which they naa’c pJa,cod, for limy ahructed a ih'o on to 
these works, to wliich they could not efficiently ri'ply. 
In (h^sign many of the forts (ailed. d'hey vveu) not 
defiladed; they had no cawered coruiTmaications and no 
proper si lel tin’s. The parapets were fi^ebly rev(dtcd with, 
stone.s aud sandd>ags, and not having sufficient traverses, 
could 1)0 swept by enfilade fire. I'he concrete was not 
covered with earth, l)ul was fully exposed. Lastly, such 
as they were, our forts wore not finished and ready by LIjc 
time they were wanted. 

The faults in the choice of position and grumu! were 
largely due to the fact that tlie sclieine was originally a 
pai)cr sclieme, worked out on Lite map iusbiad of oji the 
ground. When the local engineers saw things on the 
ground, it was too late for any aUeration-- the scheme 
had been approved and cunlinncd. The paucity of works, 
tlieir halLfinishcd condition, and the rdxsuhUo hick of 
many essentials, however, were rdl duo to a cheese-paring, 
misplaced economy. Money was scarce for the vital 
defences of Arthur, while millions were beijig j[>oured uiU 
on the palaces and wharves of Dalny, on a welLerpiipped 
harbour, which was eventually to help the Japanese. 

Let us now turn to the medical organi^^ation of the 
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Fortress. Did that correspond to the needs of the besiej^a'd 
Fortress ? What laJluciico had that on its fate ? 

At the l)0{^innin{>; of tlio war, in spite of the growth of 
the garrison, tlierc were the tollowiug hospitals : (i) A 
mixed hospital of ^|oo beds; (2) the Reserve Hospital 
No. i, 200 beds; (3) the Port Hospital, ^0 beds; (^j) two 
small civil hospitals. Of course, this quantity of ham- 
mocks could not possibly sulfice to meet the needs of a 
garrison 50,000 strong. If to the garrison bo added the 
fleet, the civilian and native population, the number of 
beds appears yet more absurd. AccouUng to the field 
service regulations, the pro])ortion of beds to strength of 
troops should be r to 8; the proportion existing at tlu^ 
commencoinent of the war was r to 100! In March was 
opened the Naval Hospital, 200 beds, inci eased in July to 
500; in April Reserve Hospital No. 6, 210 beds; in May 
three reserve hospitals, bju beds; in Juno lliree rosin’V(,^ 
liospitals and n mobile hospital, 630 beds. After the 
fortnight’s assaults in August, when all the hospitals were 
tilled with wounded and were threatened with dysentery, 
Reserve PTospital No. rx was opened, with 1,200 beds, in 
the naval barrncks. 

Although, when once the war had started, it was daily 
to’bc expected that the enemy might land and Port Artlnir 
bo thus CGinpleldy cut off, from the momeni the hrst sliol 
was fired the (;quipping of the hospitals with medical and 
other appliances was carried out at snail’s pace. During 
the three months when the i‘''ortress was in direct com- 
munication with the capital, no single additional bod 
was added — that is, omitting the Naval Hospital and the 
Mcm^olia, opened within two months of the beginning of 
the war for a special purpose. The former was arranged 
for during peacetime and the building had already been 
finished. It was only with tlio arrival of the new Com« 
inandant and the Sanitary Inspector of the Fortress, CJdl 
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Coniirillor Subolin, lhal the or[;:iniyiation of the iiK'dic'al 
sorvic(‘ was {gradually plaoc'd 011 .some soil of footinj^. 
Thcfr efforts wore lud ]Kuli(ailarly frniliuh bocaiiisc, instead 
of iiimuidiately T'Oeci to ttie lu’i^oui leprescaitations 

and applications of the Comnamdant, the authorities in 
the nortli s[)ilt seas of ink, and (a)niinaed Ihiis to spend 
their time till wc were cut off. At the hct^inniiig of the 
strict investment (after the fights on the advanced posi- 
tions) tlicre were oidy 2,500 beds in the hospitals under 
the Military and Naval Departments, and in the tluce 
hospital buildings taken ov(t by tlio Red ('ross there w<‘rc 
only 500 beds, or a total of 5,000 one-Lliird of tlui prop(‘r 
tnnnheia During the period <^C ll\e strict hUx’kade the 
number ot beds increased. AG(a)rding to oincial .statistics, 
anotlier 1,500 wtae added ; but this addition can only ha 
taken as nominal, as thenj were praclically no reserves in 
the medical ston^ dejiots at the beginning of Ihc' war, and 
it was impossible to [n'oeure any locally. Dnl still, 
accepting these oflicial figures, diirinf; the worst jHjriod in 
Arthur *-1,500 sith< and woiiaded could be tended. The 
minimum figure of sick at tlie end of the siege, which 
cannot be disputed, was 15,000; ihii actual numl)cr was 
more like x8,uoo. To show how these * extra' xu,ooo to 
12,000 suffering soldiers found shelter or lelief means the 
unveiling of the most revolting picture of the siege. 
About half of these ^ extra ' cases were distributed some- 
in the hos])itals above mentioned, and the nimainder 
wore put in hasiily-ruu-up shed.s— little cemeterkis of 
living beings, la those during the last month of the si(‘gc 
there were aometirnes as 011103?' as a thousand sick men 
crowded together, under the charge of one medical rnau, 
often Cl surgeon, who could only be a helpless spectator 
of their sufferings. 

Just glance at one of these ' infernos ' in the month of 
December. Outside it is freezing ; inside, in spite of the 
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musty and sickcninf^ stench » the cold is intense. On all 
sides is lilth, nothing but filthj and on it and amongst it 
crawl millions of greasy grey lice. The silence is only 
broken by the sighs and groans of the sick and the hungry 
— for all in here are both sick and hungry. Death, the 
Liberator, is also hero, lie is in every corner, at the 
doors, at the windows, crawling along the floors and on 
to the bed-boards; he envelops everything — and wails. 
At the front a man dies suddenly, and all is over. In the 
hospitals Death is fought. But here, heic, everything is in 
his power — he only has to waiU Second after second, 
minute after minute, hour after hour, men pass into 
eternity, into oblivion, There are hundreds of cases of 
scurvy. They lie side by side on the floor, on tire bed- 
boards, underneath them, just as they wore placed when 
they came in — some in great-coals, some in tunics, some 
in miserable bools, some barefooted, dlie faces are 
shapeless, swollen, and distorted, and upon the yellow 
skin arc large dark blue bruises. The swollen gums, 
covered with hideous sores, project out of many grinning 
mouths, and show the lack of teeth, which are coiitinu-’ 
ously falling cal. . . . Here, far away from their friends 
and relations, forgotten by all, ^ in horrible, complete con- 
sciousness, they arc silently waiting the end. 

And to think that much of this suffering tnighi hfivc 
been spared these men had the Medical Service been 
properly organised, had the highest autlioritics done their 
duty, instead of busying themselves with writing orders. 
Things would not have been so bad even if Slossel had 
conlirmed the resolution of the Council of War about 
the killing of horses on December S. I'ccding the 
garrison on horses’ llcsh and white bread would at once 
have checked the growth of disease ; and there were 
more than 3,000 horses and 3,000,000 poiuids of flour 
in the Fortress. 
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'The lioKjjitnls which (wibted in poaco-tiini^ and the 
hospitals which expanded heforo Ihc strict blockade 
answored tluMi jairpose kdily well d'hosii which wore 
Ojxaied aftc^r tlie cununen coin cut of the sliact blcx'kadii 
were f<ir from drying so. d'lioy had no linen, nor beds, 
nor medical supplies, to say nothing of a sulficicnl 
quantity of traiiii'd nuiscs or doctors. Idic most dis- 
graceful in this respect were Rfjserve Fiedd llospltul No. 2, 
of j,200 beds, opened for infectious eases and Mobile Field 
Hospital No, 5 (4th Division, General Jh)ck), situated on 
Tiger’s Peuiniada, What could bo expected from hospitals 
opened after the August assaults, when llicrc was nothing 
left in the place with which to equip them? Jmr the' 
x,2oo l)eds of No. 2 only four doctors w(ac told off. This 
hospital was renowned throughout the I'ortrcss for its 
hoirors ; tiiere is no need to describe tlieni, A commis- 
sion was appointed, which found the internal organi/^atiou 
and arrangements of the hosptbd so revolting that the 
Hospital Inspector was immediately removed, and in his 
plact; wns appointed M, Menshoff, who had recenlly bcmi 
C'hief of the Police in Dalny. Of ,^,500 patients received 
into it, Cjfjoudiod. Mobile Hospital No, 5 was little better. 

The system of opening a hospital extension on the day 
of a big attack was hopeless* tl led to the sudden con- 
centration of the sick and wounded in the hospitals 
nearest to where the attack was taking place, and where 
there was most congCvSlion and appalling confusion. 
The wounded sometimes received no medical assisiauce 
for days together, as the personnel, working as it did for 
twoniy-four hours in the tweutyTour, could not cope with 
such a big influx, and they wore carried from one hospital 
to another, often dying on the road. Meanwhile, the 
other hospitals, situated some way off from the locality 
attacked, did not take their share, owing to this inefficiont 
organi;5iatiom 
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Mau3^ of Lhc doctors mndc duspenitc cffoils, but when 
dealing with niassc.s like Ibis individual eftorts wcic drops 
in Lhc ocean. 

Suhoiin was the Fortress Sanitary Inspector, imme- 
diately suboidinnte to the Commandant, and he did his 
best; but theni was no irulepcudent central organi/.a- 
tion ill the Medical Service of tlu‘ Fortress, which could 
have looked ahead and taken sU‘ps to distribute the sick 
properly in the hospitals during attacks. The Medical 
Service was dependent on tin.', combalarit authorities, 
whose luinds were much taken up with hgliting. What 
^vas required was a central administration, which could 
have fores(‘en what might happen and have controlled the 
arrangements. The ofllcsn'’ in chargti should have been 
invested with high rank and great authority, and should 
have had a [U'operly trained p(U'sonncL Scurvy first made 
its appearance in the h'orliess at a very early date: as 
early as April it appeared among the crew of tlie Pallada^ 
hut, thanks to timely and ciuirgetic measures, if was thou 
stamped out. UnforUinat<dy, no material prcveuiivc 
measures were taken against its recurrence, with the eX"- 
ceplion of vagne suggestions as Lo ])etter food rmd to ad<l 
green food to tlic ratiinis, llioiigh where better food could 
be got or vegetables could be bought was difiiculL to say. 
I'he scurvy casevs iiua-eascd from Inmdreds in October 
and thousands in November to 10,000 in December. The 
hospitals were so full of it that men were afraid of going 
into them, and at the end of the siege preferred to 
remain on duty, even when sick. 

Of r 8 ,ooo sick and wounded reporUM, on the day the 
garrison marched out, Cgooo only were wounded; the 
balance were cases of scurvy. There were really more, 
as many men only slightly ill were doing duly. Dr. Kefel^ 
of the Naval Hospital, on making on inspection of the men 
on one section of the right flank on December 11 ^ found 
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ll'Kil )XM" cent, of LhctiC on duly liad ^icnrvy. K\nrtly 
.L forini|'hl nftciwnids, on liis iiisporliiif’ the siinic sedion, 
he found ,|oJ p(’r cenL. from i 1 . Tlu\s(’ wore the 

I'uUW men, for they had not l)e(m tadicived. 

It was ])oin[cd oid in his io[)Oil on (liis that: *If lh(' 
S[)icadin^^ of scinvy increases in tin: nl)ovc' nrithmclieal 
pioi^rc'ssinn, (hem in (^vany for(ni|;lii \\r shall have' 200 
more on lh(‘ sick list out of even y thonsruui in tin' rightinji^’ 
limn and in one and a half months tlnno will he no men 
left fit for duty. . . . 

Ml oxtrc'ine nnu aiic'i, are iinnuvlialely taken, and wo 
make use of all [lu‘ nuot, white', hi end, and ani isrorbiilir 
diet availahh', we may hojx^ (liaL those who arc now well 
may not catch it, that th(' sli|;ht cases will not l^ecoinc' 
worse, and that the worse crn;es will do tolcrnhly w(‘lk 
ThertdoH' thi'ii' ar(' hcdnrc' ns two alternative's: to ket'p 
our (ncxl"iui[)|dy and have, nftiu' a 1 non tit a net a half, not a 
sii^jle SCI viec'ahle soldier, or to hav(‘ f'at(,',n n[> our su[)pli(*s 
of j>rovisions at the end of six wea'ks, hut during all that 
time to hnvt' ki'pt the garrison in fighting strength. The 
strategist, n(d the arithmetician, can dcc:id(' which is ihti 
more advantageous choice makij h^r the Fortress/ 

Wlien this report was laiil Ix'fore General Slosscd, with 
a projjosal to incrfjase the raiioa, he replied: 'There 
cannot he so many nn'u as lids ill in that sect ion. It is 
nonsense; there arc not half Dial nnmlier there/ And $0 
the ipiestion remained undecided. It was (nily at die 
very end that an order was given for a slight increase. 

To the question, ' Was it possible to have avoided this 
t'piclemic of semvy, and could we have checked it with 
what waj had in Port Arthur the answer is undoubtedly 
' Yes !’ 

How exactly this could have been done is a harder 
question to answer, From the moment we v^ere cut off 
from the north (he rations of the garrison were gradually 
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cut short, and by November, wlicn the men were physically 
and morally weakened, the rations were reduced to the 
minimum. Instead of bread, biscuits were issued, which 
could not really bo counted as I'ations for scurvy cases, as 
to these they were as useful as stones. 

The progress of the disease might liavo been checked if 
(i) a probable period of resistance had been thought out 
and fixed ; (2) if rational use had been made of all sources 
of supply — horsoS; mules, cals, dogs, and flour. In the 
beginning of December more than 2,000,000 pounds of 
excellent Hour wais received. Had 3 ],)ounds of white 
Hour been issued per man, it would have lasted for three 
months. Half a pound of horse-llcsh per man w’ould 
have lasted for six wmeks, though the number of horses 
for transport purposes would, of course, have been limited. 

The flrst was not done, thanks to the chaos resulting 
from the harmful interference of StdsscI and Fock. 

The second was decided on at the council of Decem- 
ber 8 (at which, by some incomprehensible oversight, the 
Sanitary Inspector of the Fortress was not asked to attend), 
but was not confirmed by Stosseb 


Zl 



CHAPTER XTJl 

'nut LAST IMV liUT ONI- 

TiiK d^iwn of januiuy (, 1905, n:^h(n-(’d in an anxious day. 
All tho roads tu’ar Ihe fends wore now' so nnicli undcir rillo 
and niaahiiu' gun firc^ ihal. inovomenil on U'lcni soon cuasod. 
[11 the Staff Offu'c of tho se^cLion it was ext)0(‘fcd IhaL the 
(uiemy would at aiy motnunl comuicuco to pound and 
tlu'u siorni l^'agkSs NesI, which was now I he key to 
the t>osilioju vSiirc ei)oU|:jh, (dxuil nine o’clock the bemv 
bardmonl connncnced, sliell after sliell wutli clockwork 
regularity striking the top of the liilk The staff of the 
se.ction went from their usual ob.servatirm-pktct^ to the 
dressing slaiiou, from wliicli an excellent view of ihe 
re,[irward. slope of Eaglets Nest could he seen, aird 
which had a telephone. At noon Captain Galitsiusky, 
who was in command of the began sending 

in alarming messages to the effect that the enemy, by 
repealed rushes, were successfully concentrating in force 
in front of the position, evidently witli a view to an assaull, 
and asked that he might be reinforced. The assault soon 
began, but made at first little progress in face of the 
garrison’'s steady fire, General Gorbaiovsky, commanding 
the section, kept the Commandant regularly informed of 
the progress, and urged that our guns should increase 
their lire. Our fortress guns poured in a fairly heavy 
fire, but not so heavy as the circuinstancos waitanfod, as 
we had but few howitzers, which alone could have been 
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effective, Galitsinsky continued anxiously to report the 
critical condition of (he position. Gorbatovsky never left 
the telephone, talking all the time with either J'oek, Ihely, 
or the Commandant: he kept on bogging lor reserves to 
be sent lip, saying that witliout reinforcements he could 
not gnaiantec the issu(‘. Sudden 1 }^ some mfcuitry wore 
seen running back from Tumulus Hill, and it was ascer-- 
lainod thal the enemy, having climbed a spur in front of 
Eagle’s Nest, had enfiladed some of our trenches. The 
men in them wavered and then ran. The ptoscncc of 
mind of (hi[)tain Stepanolf alone lestored order and 
fivortod cl panic. A party of hfly sailors were sent up lo 
Galitsinsky, followed by u second paity somewhat later, 
and the fight waged holly, our men with difficulty holding 
their own. 

At midday, while the issue of the fight was in the 
balance, Rear-Admiral Loschinsky received the following 
letter, No. 2,54-rj of January t : 

The state of the Fortress is becoming so critical 
that its further resistance cannot be guaranteed. If 
it becomes necessary to siuTcndcr, it is cSvScntial that 
th(i most important papers and standards be sent away, 
.t am, Ihorcforti, directed by General Stdssc! In ask you 
whether it will be possible to send a destroyer at any 
moment to (diifu on board which an officer could be 
despatched with such papers. If this can ho arranged, the 
destroyer ought lo keep under steam ready to depart, as it 
will ho impossible to foresee the precise moment when she 
will be required I have the honour to inquire if this can 
be done ? 

“ Reuss/ 

Loschinsky replied \o the cffocl that a destroyer would 
be kepi always rcuily, and, to ship aiiides more con- 
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^onionlly, v\oiUd lie under iClociric Clill. Tlu' Siahiy, 
under Lieutcnnul Huron Kasiiudvy, was inlcl off for this. 
While Ihi^ took plaro the Comnuindaul was otrupied 
issuing orders for Ihc defeLicc of the north euslera front, 
and iL never enteKul his head that anyone vmis then thinking, 
out urrangeuienls in case of ri sunendor. Ue was not 
told of the letter sent to Losedunsky, althougli the latter, 
in his capacity of (aunnuindcr of the coast defences, was 
iiniTiediatoly iindci him. 

Meatwhilc the assault on Eagle’s Nest coniiniuid, and 
about 2,30 p.nn the tcdeplione Irom it. ceased (0 work. 
Everyone at the dressing station was busy with his glassies 
WMtehing the toj) of the liill, which was shrouded in 
cloudsS of bursting shrajjnel, when, to oui intense sui’' 
liriso, Galitsinsky, tlu' <a)mmander t)f llu^ pku'e, suddenly 
arrived. 

‘How? What’s happ(uied Why?’ 

'I was the last Lu leave. None of our men are tluire 
now.’ 

lie lo/»ked exhausted, dishevi'lled, overcome. 

The staff were mnrdi j^erturhed, for the loss of 
this important tactieal i)nint ih'cidod the fate of tlu^ 
north-east frfinl. .An\' minute the Japiinesc^ might forcf: 
their way along tlu^ valley and commence a mass- 
acre. Our guns concentrated tludr fini on itu^ posi- 
tion that a few hours liefore liacl bi’on ours ; but 
soon Lieutenant Mnlchenko could 1 k^ discerned riding 
along the road [)nst our position vsith a large wliite 
Hag ! 

When he was seem someone laughingly said ; 

' Looks as if lie were taking our New Year greetings to 
Nogid 

But he was not armed with empty greetings. Alns! lie 
was taking to Japan an unexpected Now Yearks gift, 
lie was tlui bearer of the following IcUor from General 
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Stosscl to General ] 3 aron Nogi, dated Dccembcrj 1904 
(no day of the month) : 

‘ Being acquainted with the general slate of affairs in 
thf' theatre of vmu’, I am of opinion that no object is to bo 
[•nined l)y iurthcr opposition in Port Arthur, and so, to 
avoid useless loss of life, [ am anxious to enter into negO' 
liations for a capitulalinn, [f your Excellency agrees, I 
would ask you to be so good as to appoint accredited 
persons to negotiaU^ concerning the ((uans and arrange- 
ments fm surrender, and to appoint a spot where thev 
may meet luy icfuevsentatives.’ 

The despatch of the paiicmentaiye had been decided on 
directly General I'dck had brought word of the rapture of 
Eagle’s Nest, and Colonel Rcuss had been immediately 
summoned to translate the above letter into English. 
No meeting of the Council of War was held. Tlunxi was 
no rittern])! made to persuade Sldssol to alter his decision 
to surrender. The Commandant was not even informed 
of line intention to despatch a paflemcntciin. 

The decision to give up the Fortress had really matured 
on the day of the last meeting of the Council of Defence, 
for General Stdsscl hail that day despatched a telegram to 
the Tsar, in which he reported that the men bad become 
worn out, and that the Fortress could iiot possibly hold oiU 
more than a few days. 

In this he was undoubtedly inllucnced by the desire to 
save the lives of his close friends* ff any of them had 
opposed the despatch of I he pavlemenUtlvey and had in- 
formed the Commandant of it, Slossel alone would never 
have dared to do it. But he was suppoited, and so risked 
ignoring Smirnoff and proposing the surrender. 

SinmUancoasly with (he desjjatch of the parlmcutair(% 
The text of this mes^afte has been quoted.-*-A. Ik 
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Rcnr- Admiral Wiroi, commanding the l)altl('siri[) and 
cruiser division, rc’ceivcd tlie following lellcr fioiu Colonel 
Renss : 

‘y\ hdtor has just been R(ml: by a partomeniaive from 
(SeiUMTil StbvSS(d ioGoiuaal l>aron Nogi pro[)OBiug to begin 
negotiations for a capitulation; thia'o is, thei^doic, onb* 
to-nigUl for you to do SNhat you consider nt'cessary iu 
your ships !’ 

Admiral Wiren, distinguished and gallant ollicer that he 
was, was Lhnndcrstrurk at snc'h tidings, and iirunediat<dy 
went off to Admiral Grigorovilch, to whom it was also 
news. Thence he v^ent to Geiim’al lllely, and (uaai to 
the (mnimnndnnt, who wme both cxpially Llninderslruclc at 
wliat he told them, b'roni ihem he went to Stdssel, \sh(‘re 
the information of what bad bfM'ii done was conlii’med. 

The troojjs, who veiy soon luau'd of ic no longer 
ixanaincxl iroo[.)S. JL was a 1 )sunl 1 o count on their 
(>bodieiK‘e, And is it to he wondered at? Tliey had 
fought long, obstinately, doggedly, dying and snfferiiij> 
awful agonies. Tluyv had been accustomed to t‘,xpect 
death, and now now ‘-wluit did they not hear? Ttuur 
herpes rose. Tlujy longvd for lihu They diti not wish 
to die, and no p(nv('r on oi\rih would have again tuad(‘ 
them exchange these hoju^i for deallu Aft<a‘ tlie news of 
tlie despatch of tlui parlcmuHairc. it would have l)eeu im- 
possible to inspin^ 30,000 wa)rn-oul intng whose tiundr, 
had already been poisoned Iwthe (atal doctriiie of some of 
their leaders, with the idea that the Fortress should Ixi lield 
to the last, and the senior commanders recoguixed this. 
Wlien the Commandant went to the Admirals, and a 
council was held, with him in the chair, to consid(jr what 
had best be done to avert a shameful surrendor, tlicy all 
came 1<» the inevitable conclusion that there was not tlie 
slightest hope of counting on the obedience of the troops, 
already demoralised and knowing all about the nego- 
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liaLions. The arrest of Slosscl, I‘'ock, Rouss and others 
would have caused dissension in the ganison, perhaps 
a mutiny, and the hist state of the Fortress would have 
been worse than the first. T!ie Commandant and 
Admirals accordingly wisely refrained from taking any 
active steps, in order to avoid the awful scandal, which 
would only have increased the shame surrounding the 
surrender, and would have availed nothing. 

Admiral Wiren issued orders for the ships under his 
command to he disabled by charges being exploded in 
their most vital parts (engines, boilers, etc.), but thougli 
every precaution was taken, the last demolitions were 
only brought off by the morning of January 2. The 
Sevastopol on that nifn-ning was tugged out by the Silacha 
to a depth of 30 fathoms, and her Kingston valves weie 
opened, with the result that she heeled over to starboard 
and quietly foundered. It W'as impossible to blow up the 
large number of guns in the Fortress as well as its muni- 
tions of war, as, according to the terms of the capitulation, 
all the f(Mls, guns, ammunition, etc., were to be handed 
over intact. During the afternoon and night several guns 
w^erc destroyed and much aminimition was buried ; but 
General Biely, by Stossers direct orders, strictly forbade 
this, as the (memy h^ld said they would make reprisals if 
the guns, etc., were found destroyed. Some obeyed, others 
did not Certainly most of the Adilleuy spent the night 
destroying their weapons and equipment. 

From the Ra^diernky-Schwaviz Diary ^ Jmmvy t, tqos. 

'The firing gnidually slackened, and about 6 p.m, 
ceased. Deathly silence took the place of the cunstani 
noise of firing and roars of explosions, even the whistling 
of bullets overhead ceased. Tired and anxious, w^e went 
to the dressing station, where we bolted some food, and 

^ Valves which control the i^^ea^waiei inlets ofa ^hip,— E. D, S. 



rUF (AST DA V DVT ONE 


I ('ll \i*. 


tlieii wcni to N(‘\v Chinese.! (own to llu' rAalf quailers 
o( ilie section. W<' had sc\iic(‘ly Liin down to snatch a 
lilLlt? rest, when a inountf'd s('oiU anivod with a letter 
fioin (h'lK'ral h'oek, in which h(‘ oidt'ied (lOihatovsky 
tinnicdiatt‘l\ to cany ont lub. otikns, and abandon the 
third defc'usivt^ setdion, ioi whicdi ln‘ i;a\e no U'asons. 
lie added tluit the seelicni up to Idn tifk idiou No. e was 
also to 1)0 evacuated. [On Dea (Miihei 22, I'oedv, roali/in[* 
the iinporiant‘c of this seclit)in had ordered me to di.iw 
up a scdieiTie for sii en‘dhf/nin/; its d(dei)(Hs I had elon(‘ 
this on (he opal, aiul had earri(‘d tlie woik out in two 
days, I Nothinr; was left for ns l)ut to ol)(‘y tln^ orders, 
and urdeis I0 Uiis (dTeid W'CH' ,ic('0]'din^dy issiaal hv' ei[;lu 
that (wasdn;;. And se) the' whole' e)l tlu' noith-eaistesn 
b'onl and almost hrdf of the easbnn Ijonl was in llie 
eneinyks hands, Tiu' ]h.)i tress conlel no lunf;er hold out, as 
all roads totlu! town wereintiie liaiidsof the Japanese, and 
Iron! J^alitern}^ Ikittery Llu^y (a)iil(l ek'niolish llu' town at 
leisures H is inexplicable lum au^yoiu; understanding^ the 
jp*eui imptnlatico of this section ;nul of !> fkitle‘ry could 
have onk'rcHl tlun’r ril)andonn,u;ut wdthoul a 

‘At the saine^ time a second inessa{p,i was leixnve^ek in 
whieh it was said that the JajKniese, hael a/p'ecid to the 
nef^’otkitions, and had cesised iiriuf!;, requesting, llrnl we 
also should (;easc. The* tu)rrihle day |piv(i places to a 
warm, qaiel nif’hl, and tin! unusual silenci! semned inn 
caunjc Suddenly explosion after cjxplosiou rani* out from 
the luirbour— our baUleslut)S lieinji; blown up. It was llu‘ 
last straws * . d 

The letter ndened to ahov(\ in which Central 
Gorbatovsky wais ordered iinuicdiately to catty out 
instructions with regard to the abandonment of the 
third defensive poKiliou and the portion iq) to horUficu- 
lion No. 2, is ikwy in his possession. The abandon- 
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ineni of Lhcso positlonB was in no wa)^ warranted by 
circumstances, and to carry out such a retreat without 
lighting was most demoralizing to the troops. The 
negoliatious foi* a capiLulation were still before us, and 
had \\Q retained something ‘ up our sleeve/ we could have 
bargained olzstinalcly and have threatened to hold out 
longer, in order to (jbtain better terms. This threat would 
not have been an empty one. 

At dark two huge conllagratioiis burst out from Eagle’s 
Nest, lighting up the whole north-east fionl, Pott 
Arthur lay sihmt — more silent than it had been for live 
long months — while the tongues of llame seemed to 
lick the low clouds wduVh brooded over the Fortress and 
its triumphant foe. The silence was shortdived, how- 
ever, for soon several muffled explosions from the direction 
of the harbour and the forts showed what Wircii was 
doing to his ships and the artillery to their guns. Another 
lire broke out near the harbour, and the town lay bathed 
in its blood-rcd glow. From the summit of Quail Hill 
the picture of Port Arthur on its last night— last night as 
a poition of the Russian Empire— was tragic enough. 
Tlie place secuned to shudder at each dull explosion, as if 
it knew that it was near its end. Its formei' owiicu'S, 
haying omui more bought it al the cost of thousands of 
lives, were standing on the threshold of their great holiday 
and of the long-cwelcd prize. 



niAPTKH XLIII 
^’tuc mi) 

Ai-Most l)C‘foro dawn next uKu'uin^;, on the eastnin front 
nenr Signal Hill, vvu-i ^outiclocl Iho note in the titanic 
ninigi’le lot Arlhiii. Sonic volliys lang out on lluMjuiet 
uir, died away into indejjendenl iirini;;, lln^n r,topp(‘d, 
fiooni! l)uunH went two e)Ons, and then :dl was ailcnl. 
ft a|)[Kiared (lud Ihe Japanese, Ihi/ilJud llial Signal Hill 
was only held by outposts, (kadded to seixe it niuku’ ctiv<‘r 
of night. They iidvaurc'd wdllioul even talunp, Ihe usual 
luililaiy precautions. Hnhntunalcdy for tlunn the hil! 
■was hc‘ld by a eoni[)any of iiikinlry, which, liaving nolit'cd 
their approach, allowed tlnnu to gfd within short range, 
ami then poured volley aft(‘r vulk'y inlo them. Tw’euty 
dead and nighty wa)unded wert^ kdl on the gnmnd. They 
wavered, and our men (diurgcHl with tlu^ bayonet. Tht' 
light coutimied for sotuc nunuenls, costing us five wounded 
and oiH' killed. 

At daybreak ;dl the hills on both sides swarmed willi 
men who had riicently heen tot^s : thew stared at (sich 
other fascinated. The two great masses of men diflered 
but Utile from each other, Hoth had come hero to die, 
to die vvithoul a murmur and obediently. I'he only differ- 
ence was that on the one side tliey di(‘d for duly and for an 
object understood by all, knowing their own superioril)^ ; on 
th(i other they died h>r the same reason, but feeling their irw 
feriority, Thu latter it wa>s who drank the bitter ouji. Thtiir 
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otuj ho|Hj now wati thal they aiiould ho spaia^d iho fate of 
being taken prisoner^! of war. Negotiations miro being 
canned on that day, and, of course, those rosponsiblo would 
spare them the shame of impriRonment, ]hii no! Tbe^' 
had to drain the dregs. 

A carriage was set'u driving from the District Staff 
Office; it proceeded quickly round thci central Mandarin 
Koad to the village of Siu-shuing, the place vappointed foi 
the meeting. In it was Colonel Renss, who was escorted 
on horseback by Colonels KhvosLoff;, Dmitrcvsk}3 Captains 
Schcsnovitch, Golovan, Student Lel)cdeff (interpreter), 
and Malchenko. ]^jefor(i they started, Geneial Stosscl, in 
th(j presence of ]A)ck, told them nil thal ho had given all 
insl ructions and full authorif]^ for the conclusion of the 
capitulation confidentinlly to Reiiss^ and that Rcuss had 
also been given a letter for General Daroo Nogi. Stdssol, 
Fock, and Reuss were nervous; tlic}/- were also, it seems, 
in a great hurry, for no lawyer was asked to look over the 
terms of capitulation, nor was one present even when the 
terms wore signed. 

The Commandant, holding aloof from any participation 
in the surrender, sent the following cipher telegram to the 
Conmuindcrdn-Chicf, dated January 2, No. 1,300 : 

‘ Gcnernl Stossel has entered into negotiations with the 
enemy for SLirrciulering the Fortress without informing me, 
and in spite of my opinion and that of the majority of the 
commanding officars/ 

Kcuss, with his companions, soon reached the appointed 
spol, They were mot by tlie Chief of the Staff of the 
Japanese Army, wdio handed to them the [imposed text of 
the agreement,'^ written In English, lie gave them an 
hour in which to think it over, and w^enl away. Reuss 
then read the contents aloud to the others. Golovan 

* I'he text of iliis capiluhuioK drawn up two years before by 
one of the most able Japanese lawyers . 
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l)of.;an to prolast; lu) was ciil sliorl. 'They uio the 
victors; we must submil to their deuKinds/ Alter n 
short conference and [)assiouatc protests from KhvostotT, 
Golovan, and Sch(‘snovit('h as a matter of fuel their 
pvot(iSts were waste of breath, for Keuss atom* bad [deuary 
powers, the otheis being only there for sliow Renss 
agieed to make three alterations: (i) That tlu‘ garrison 
should not 1)0 made prisoma-.s of war; (2) that otheers 
should be pcnuitlcd to taloj lh(ur orderliec. v\itli them; 
Ij) that the allowance of l)aj;gage should b(* increased. 
The Japaiiesci returned punctually within tlu' hour, and 
took away the text of the caj)ituIalion uilh tluj altera- 
tions hu‘ consideration. After a (inarba ol an hum ttn'y 
ix^turncd, and sairl dclinit(‘ly: 

'We only agisa* to tlu' ‘uwond altcmliom Will yon 
sign 

Rt'tiss [U)iKhued for a uiouieiit, tlicn said : 

' I will; 

I \%ill not bore t[u‘ axulcr with tlu^ tennr. of the conv<‘n 
tion, wliich arc now Widl known, or the proecdurt^ of sigiiing. 
No sooner was the shamefni document signtal than Rens^; 
sent a ja.[>aneso in(‘sstuigcr to Stussel with a note^ raying : 

‘Tht‘ (;a])itulalion is signed, and, in accurdaiux' with 
il, the destruction of all properly must h<‘ iuuucdia,tely 
stopped, 

Stdssel at once replied: 

^ I hav<^ done everything ; tell the Japanese/ 

The news of the siui'cnder l)eing an ac'cotuplishcd fact 
soon spread among the garrison, Our men stx*mc<l sud« 
denly to change their natures, all discipline went to the 
winds, and rioting commenced. Some, threuving their 
arms away, went straight dowm to the town, which 
became one vast scene of drimkciiness juid orgy. The 
shops and stores were looted, and ^^^holesale robbery was 
the order of the day, The crowd broke up ovorylhiJig 
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they could, amongst othci* things the libiarv of the 
Navy Kry. The officers, seeing that it was hopeless to 
try and cope with their men, hid from the maddened 
crowds. 

And no^v a few words as to General Stdssel and how ho 
took the surrender. When the riot was reported to him, 
he at once became alarmed, and asked for n hundred 
Japanese soldiers as a guard over his house and property. 
Nogi sent the men, fully armed and equipped. Fearing 
that matters would become serious, Stossel smit the 
following note to vSmirnoff: 

‘ The strictest steps must be taken at once to deal with 
the looting which has connncnccd, I would request you 
to be so kind as to send nut patz'ols. Rcuss tells me that 
the terms of the surrender are honourable. Flcaao excuse 
pcncild 

li is difficult to understand what was in his mind when 
he wrote that note. Was he laughing at the Commandant, 
or had he gone off liis head ? As soon as Irman heard of 
the surrender he went to Sniirnoff, 

' Is it true, sir, that the Fortress has been surrendered 

' I know nothing about it. Stossel has done everything 
without reference to me. Go and ask him.’ 

Irman went at once to Stossel, and having ascertained 
that the b'ortress had been given up, he asked leave to go 
to Chifu on a dostroycr: he wished to break through lo 
the army in the north. But Stossel ilatly refused per- 
mission, saying : 

^ Good heavens ! whai arc you talking about ? What 
are we to do with all the gold vases ? IIow am I to get 
them away? Why, the Jaj)anicse might get them; we 
must save them.’ 

'If you want to make certain that the Japanese don’t 
got them, sir, I should throw them into the sea,’ was 
irman’s answer. 
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Sloss(‘l was rcfcrrinp, to the f‘ol(l vases, goblets, siioons, 
vie,, Icjotod from ihe IV'kiii baUico \vhi('h wwc k()[)( in 
At limn The gold plait' had beon kt'pl under special 
airangomonls in the (juatlia'-guard of 1h(‘ ReginK'nt, 
bniwht'u this corps It'll foi Miiitclniria the |)lalt; was left 
behind, Ott the (naming of January a rnysit'iions carl 
arrivt'd at Ihc qiiarlcr-guauh and disappc[ired in (lu^ rlaik 
of the night. 

Some of die questions put Lo Slossel latter at the Com- 
mission of IiKjuiry, and his replies to Hump may hedp to 
show how ht' was occu]>icd at this linu'. Wlien asked 
by Majoi'-Gencral K(X)()s why ht', coiiLrar}' to idl mililarv 
regnkdions, look on\ of Arlbvn stnne \fnrly might eavl« 
loads of his own properly, lie iepli(!<l : 

' 1 did il widi tile permission of th<' I'hnpt'ror of Japand 

On being asked why he did not share the fate of the 
gqirrison and }p) into imprisoiunetit, he aiiswei'etl: 

M was ordered not lo l\y Her Imperial Highness the 
I'sarinad 

He hud indt'tal vv'ceivial u t cleg tain fnnn tlu' Hinprems 
in which she had said she would he glad Lo Csec him iu 
Rnssiad Tlie iMnperor and Russia did not at that limit 
know what Stussel was ! 

When he was asked by llm Commission why ho sun- 
rendered dort Arthur on his own responsibilil y, and did 
not summon Utc Council of Wat' In consider the ijiiostion, 
he said ; 

‘ Tliorc was no time for that. 1 foriistalUtd tlu' Japant“S(s 
and did not givci them the pjossibility of breaking into 
Arthur ; I was thus able lo prevent a street massacred 

And this was the cry of all the whole Siossel cJitjuc 
before the Committee of Imjuiry, 

One extract from the diary and t have hnished : 

\[ann(iiy 1% 1905.-00 the way to the rcndc/wous of 
the Japanese Cotnmissiou appoiiilcd to take ovciq we met 
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an officer of the Japanese General Staff who greeted us in 
Russian. Ribiiikoff riL once rocognued him Lo be a man 
called iLo, who had been in Aiiliiu* for sevcnal years as a 
watchmaker !’ 

Small wonder they beat us! 

So it ended"' so ended Russian Vovl Arthur. From its 
loss — from this mighty struggle, this long-drawm-out 
nightmare of suffering, this death of all our aspirations — 
new hop(^ is born to our nation, a hope of better days. 

Salm pat /ice, Snpveim lex esL 



CONCLTSION ' 


As this book leaves I lie hands of Uk’ printtu', tlu‘ coluinus 
of (ho daily press are emivcyin^i^ to the world the terms 
of the indictmimt of the chief characters inenlioned in il 
for lluur share, in thci surr(‘nd<’r of the Fortress of Port 
Ariluir to the Japanese, As (his conslituLes an (dlicial 
coutinualion <jf inncli tluiL I hav(^ writUui, 1 iucdiide it in 
luy boc)k^ so that the reader may be in a position to jud/^e 
if the title of niy work is jurtlilicxb 

This Indictincnt, 1 may add, has been drawn up by 
tlu'Cf:: separate. Commissions, eomposeti of the highest 
Goveriiuicnt oflicinls and expiais in militriry law. 

OiO'K fAi. 

Lieutenant-General Stdssel, of the letircd list, is 
charged as follows : 

r. In that he, having un July tpmf, naadvt^d an order 
from the Commanderdn-Clu^T of lh<’. Army in Manchuria 
to hand ewer coirminnd of the J'urtrt'ss of Fori Arthur to 
its Commandant, IdeulenuniTioiua'al Smirnoff, atui t<i 
leave the Fortress, tlisoheytxl, and, nmiaining in the 
Fortress, retained command of il— an action provided for 
under Article 255, Book XXIL, of tlie 'Military (aHlo of 
i86gd third edition. 

2, la that he, in defiance of Order No. jjg of April 27, 
1904, by the Viceroy in the Far ICust, did intorforc with 

Written by the author in October, 1907. Tills was the otiicial 
indictment then publiwliccl, and contains the main chmges upon which 
the offjcevs stood their trial.- (“S, D. S. 
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the poweis and duties of the Commandant of the Fortiess, 
thus undermining the latter’s authority, shaking public 
confidence in him, and so diminishing the defensive 
capabilities of the Fortress. The following are instances 
of such interference : 

la) Granting permission over the Commandant’s head, 
and against his orders, for supplies to be taken 
out of the Fortress. 

{b) Appointing Civilian Counsellor Riabinin to the 
charge of the Medical Department without 
making him subordinate to the Commandant 
of the Foi tress, 

(t) Transferring the Dalny Hospital, in opposition to 
the Commandant’s orders and to the detriment 
of the public service, to a site selected by 
himsclfi 

(d) Removing the Chief of the Fire BrigadCj WcykaiK'ii, 
from duty, 

(r) Sending the Gendarmerie to Liao-tieh-shan, 

(/) Closing the printing-offices of the Novy AVj, and 
ordering the arrest of M, Nojine, who was on the 
staff of that jouniLLl. 

(g) Slopping work on the second and third lines of 

defence, 

Provided for under, etc. 

3, In that he did not in time take proper steps to 
increase the (juantity of supplies in the Fortress, as 
follows : 

{(i) Ry not supplementing the reserve of vegetables, 
although this was quite possible, 

(h) By not arranging to requisition horses, in accord- 

ance with the Mobilimtion ReguIationSj, and to 
increase the ikuniber of cattle in the P'ntttess, 

(r) By not sanctioning the Commandant’s request 
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that, the rations o( horsollt^sh nii|;lit in- 
cu'asod, a conrsn which was al>s<)lul('ly neces- 
sary to niaiiitala the slrciY^Hh of the wom-ont 
[garrison. 

hrovidc’d for nn<l<a-j rlr. 

In that hvf (luiinf:^ Ujo roc'iav(id and read 

corlain ' Mciuouinda/ \vriU(*n l^y LituUcnaiU-CuauM-al 
Forkj which were conip()Scd in a d(‘risivc* and offensiva* 
sj)irit, imd of a luiLnrc ('alculalcd to underinino Iho aiUhoiity 
of, and brinf; odium several (^f the ('oiuriKUukn's, 

subvert dLsciplinc, and l(jwer tlu‘ n/oral of the ^arrisoii ; 
and, in S]hU' of lhcir iinnnfid Inllnence n])on the defmu*o, 
took no s(o])S to ]»reYent tiuu'r publication and (drrntalion 
anionf^ the troops. 

Ih'ovidcd for uud(ny etc. 

5. In that h(\ for his personal ends, sent reports to 
the C‘omn]andei^dn-Chi(d of tin* Army iii Man<‘huria oji 
May 27 and 31, and [n t 1 )e ViecU’oy on May 7,0, rederrin^; 
to the battles at Kinehou, in which lie, in contradiction 
to the a/diial facts and lo the actions of luinself and those 
jn'csiUit, asac'rled that ' In this warm corner \\v. lirerl t'very 
shell we hact ged/ and that ^we ndired in porfe.ct nrd<‘r 
on Nan^ndind and drew up these reports in sneh a 
manner us to make it apturar that he, (General SIdaselj 
had in person acted with [^rcat energy and clinicted opera- 
tions, while — 

hO During the but tie at Kinchon, luv Geneud Sliissel 
“—remained in Arthur, and personally to(i< 
no part in the action, 

(6) There was a large (piantity of ammunition at Nam 
galin Station for the quickdlring guns, as was 
known to all the artillery units* 

(cj) The rotirement on Nangalin war» carried out in 
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great haste and in complete disorder — so much 
so that certain units rushed through and broke 
down the wire entanglement obstacle. 

Provided for under, etc. 

6. In that he, for his own advantage, and in order to 
place the actions of his subordinates in the most favour- 
able light, on May 28, 1904, reported to the Commander- 
in-Chief of the Army in Manchuria that the force under 
Lieutenanl-Goneral P'oek ‘ was falling back gradually 
towards Wolf’s liills’—a statcinoni directly opposed to 
facts, as the retirement of the force direct on to Wolfs 
Hills (the last of the advanced positions) was effected in 
ronjplete disorder and hi great liasle along a hilly road, 
blocked with transport and by the inhabitants of Dalny 
retreating to Port Arthur. 

Provided fur under, etc* 

7. In that he, for his own advantage, and in order to 

represent himself as taking a part in various actions 
(which did not take place), on June i/|, xejo^, reported in 
writing to llic Coinmander-in-Chicf of the Mnnehurian 
Army as to his own great activity in the conduct of the 
defence, in which report he stated, in opposition to facts : 
‘ . I always make a point of being in every possible 
engagement . . ; while from February 8, 1904, to 

June 14 — Ac., up to the date of his letter to (mneral 
Kuropatkin— not a single engagement with the Japanese 
took place (except the battle at Kincliou, in which lie — 
General >Stossol— took no part) but the bombardments, 
during which the whole population of Port Arthur were 
in equal danger. 

Provided for under, etc. 

8. In that he, in the hope of justifying the prearranged 
surrender of the Fortress to the enemy, on December ag, 
T904, reported to the Tsar in a telegram tlmt: 'By the 
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('apliu’c ol lM)Jt No. Ihi' Japancsf^ ha.vt,‘ ))f'C()nir inaslors 
of the ^vbc)la noilh-oasl fionl, !ind ilui Idniresa can ojily 
hold out for a very tew days. \Vc‘ have na arlilhay 
;unmuni(ion . . d - a r('[)()rl whi(di was not in uccordiincc 
wilh ihc fact^^, as at tlu' C^ou[iril of War held on llnii day 
{I)(cetn!)cr when Mie nioinher i hy a lary/' majority 
dcdaied iheninc'lvcs in lavonr of Ijoldin;^'' out to Ihe Iasi 
infHjKHil, both M ajor-fbmoials ]h(dyarul Nii kitin dcchnnd 
1bat there was suUicierit auununiliou in hand (or a furtlua' 
doicnce. 

Provided for under, e((\ 

In that he inicmlionally, iiuprojjerly, and with lalse 
statemeuls iecoininci\d(sl : 

(a) Lieulcnnnt-Chineral l'\iek lor promotion to tlu* 
Tliird Class Order of St. Cc'or^y hn* (lu* battle 
which he lost at iviiudiou, and in \vhich he dis- 
])layed t'ompli1(i incotnpelenro ; 
ih) Majoi'-Chmeral Nad('in (or proinoiiou to the dliird 
(d<ie'S Ordin o( St. Chan'pe for the same hattli‘j in 
vvliieh he in no way distiiu.niislual hitriself; 

(e) Mnjor-’Gen<*ral Reuss for tlu,! J'V}m1h Class of ih<‘ 
same Onkn\ this tdTieer him.self asserting; that 
lu; had dotu^ nothiuf^ wbaiever to merit such a 
reward. 

Ih'ovidcd for under, etc. 

10. In that he, while in ruminund of the Dislricl, and 
the souior offic(;r in a fortress wdiicdi was beinp; 
besieged by the Japanese, and of which the CommrmdatU 
was subordinate to him, decided to siivreudcr tlu; loniress 
to the enemy, and, in order to do so, in spitrj of the 
opinion of the great majority of the Council of War held 
on December zq, 1404, in favour of the contiimiatioa of 
the defence (which was in every way possible), and witln 
out, in accordance with the Kcgulritious, convening a 
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fresh Council of War, did belvvecn j and 4 p.m. un 
January 1, 1905, despatch n parlemejitnii'e to General Nogi, 
commanding the besieging army, proposing to enter into 
negotiations for the surrender of the Imrtrcss, although 
all means of defence had not been exhausted, as the 
fighting strength of the garrison and the amount of war 
material and of supplies permitted of a continuation of it. 

In that he, after this, agreed to the proposal of 
Licntenant-Gencral Fock, commanding the land de- 
fences, to abandon Little Eaglets Nest, Kuropatkiii 
Lunette, rind J> Ikitlcry without a fight, which action 
greatly diminished the power of resistance of the Fortress, 

In that he, on the following day— January a, 1905 — 
uuthorixed Colonel Reuss, his Chief of the Staff, to con- 
clude dclinitoly the capitulation without giving him any 
precise instructions as to the terms to be insisted upon on 
our side, in consequence of which Colonel Rouss signed, 
ill the village of Siu-shuing, to terms which were dis- 
advantageous and derogatory to the dignity of Russia, in 
which action General SUisscl liimsclf failed to perform his 
duty according to his oath and to the honour of a sokliur. 

In thcit he, luiving surrendered the Fortress to the 
enemy, did not share the fate of the garrison by accom- 
panying it into military confinement. 

Provided for under, etc. 

Major-General Reuss is charged as follows : 

I, In that he, while Chief of the Staff of the Rwan-tuu 
District, and being aware of General Stbssefs intenliou to 
surrender the Fortress of Port Arthur to the Japanese at 
a lime when the fighting strength of the garrison and 
the quantity of munitions of war and of supplies assured 
the possibility of a continuance of the defence, concurred 
in this intention, and assisted General Stosscl in the 
execution of it— for instance ; 
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(ii) At ilu; of the IX'fona* ('(nuiuiKi^c (ui 

I)f’( cnil)tu‘ (S, KjO.j, and At llin (^oiuiril of War on 
Dnceinlx^r 2(j, oKaj;i^eraliii|; the rritical 

sialc of affaiu., and clcdarin;; llnU furlhcv opposi- 
lion wa^ usolns.s and that ilia luu’LrCvSs idiould be 
surrciulered. 

(/}) Pr(MuatuT(dy coinpc)sin;i; and dospalchinf>; nl (kmeud 
Stossci’s direction on jarmeuy 0 a lelter to 

(icncnal Nofpj ronnnjuulinfj; the japancso bcidc/;^* 
ing army, lu which proposals wcie made for 
negoliations for a (aipit illation. 

(0 Ou tho roJhnring^ day, jrunruy 2, ojoy, wilhoni 
dcunuuling delinitij instnndions fiom (General 
Sli)hsel regarding, Ihe conditions to insist int 
(m for annomha, going* to Simshning village -the 
[dac(^ appcnnled for the negotia.1 ions -and raising 
no ubjeeJions to the deninads puL lorwaul l)y the 
Japanese ngm'scntalives, signiing that same day 
to the (‘apilulaliun of Ihe I'Artress upon terms 
disadvantageous to Kussia and derogalory to lier 
(ligiuly, and i>y siu'h action i:()*-<.)[Kaatiug with 
Cioncral vStdsscl in the smrender of lJuj Fortress 
to the enemy. 

I'^rovidud for under, etc, 

Lioutcnant-Goucral Foek is charged as fajlowii : 

j. In that hc> having received catogorica] inslniclioin; 
on February 27 and May 19, 1904, to make an obstinate 
defence, oven to a defence with the bayonet, at the 
Kinchou position, not only with iho 5th East Siberian 
Rifle Regiment, but with tho r^ih and x.ith Regiments, 
which wore close at hand, and disregarding thtjse orders 
and the fact that Geamral Stosael had himself undertakcui 
llnii defence of Inchenzy Bay, which was in rear of the 
pusition— 
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(ii) When Ihc battle had begun on the morning of 
May 2b, rc)04, instead of taking command, did go 
away lo Inchen;;y liny to select a position there 
for the t5th Regiment, in case the Japanese 
should land there, and did not arrive at the 
attacked position till 2 p.in. 

{b) Did only send one of tlic four regiments present at 
Kinchon into action, and thus did cause its 
scpaiatc destruction. 

{(.) Did not only fail to make any use of his reserves 
dining the battle, but did slop two battalions 
which were going up into the fighting line, under 
oiders hoin General Nadcin. 
p/) Without having exhausted every incuus of defence, 
and without having recourse to the bayonet, did 
Lclcguiph to General Stdsscl in Port Arthur, in 
order to induce hi)n to order a retirement, as to 
^ the critical position,’ and the complete lack of 
gim ainmunitiori, there being at the time a large 
qiiaiiLity of iinmiunition at the station of Nangalln. 
(r) Having, in consequence of this, received instructions 
from General Stdsscl to retire at dusk, did com- 
mence liie retirement in daylight, thus causing 
many casualties, and ceding to the Japanese the 
foitificd position at Kinchou, without liaving 
jriadc use of all llm means at his disposal for its 
protracted defcnco, 

Provided for under, etc. 

2. la tliai he, during the battle of August 21, X904, 
having received au order from his immediate Commanding 
Officer— the Commandant of the F'orlrcss— to send two 
battalions of the 14 th East Sibcrinn Ride Regiment to the 
advanced forts on the north-'east front, did not at once 
obey the order, but entered into an untimely argtimenl 
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with (‘oinjuLiuclanl , .iml did not hiiustdl i-uxunipaiiy 
llie last nuit of Iho roservc' luulor liis coiuniaiid. 

Provided lor undta*, etc. 

3- In tliat he, having; no olficdal j)osilion in tlio didiuicc 
Iroin An|j;iist ^2., lOn], to ]>(x ember ib, r<jOj, and j'oiug 
round llu' positions on his own in.iiuiliv (3 under Ihci 
pretext of rtssistin|( tlu‘ defence, but reall}^ in a cowardly 
desire to prove himself superior in braveiy, knowledge and 
ability to the other cominandors, did allow himself to 
discuss affairs and to issue 'Memoranda,’ in wliich ho not 
only ondnsivcly criticized the actions of those who wcic 
not inuhT ]]is orders aexusiny tins)] (;f ijif'omjH’Pmre and 
<'owardice— but also spniaxl al.u’oad the idtsi that ihodideau'e 
of the forts and fortihed positions shovdd uol he cavvied 
to such a length as to cause many casutdti(is, and did u(d 
in such a mauiuTlhal his viens and 'Memoranda’ hecinne 
knowii U) ilu^ gan Ison a,t large (iuc'huling the fuddiers), by 
wliieJi 1)(' shook tiu: belief of the Irr^ops in tiu! necessity 
loi, and du' possibility of, ludding the defeuces to (he veiy 
lantu 

Provided f<“)r under, etc. 

-I In that he, having mi Dc’cemlier i(), igmb laki'U over 
tlic duties of ('ominande.r of the Land Defeacei; of th(' 
Fortress of Port Arthur, and fuidiuR it impossible to hold 
Fort No. 2 any lunger, did repoit this fact petsoually 
to the Officer Counnanding the District, and did not 
report it to the Commandant of the i^ortress, to whom he 
was directly vsubordinale, and liaving received (iimornl 
StdsscPs permission on Docomber 1904, did order that 
tills fort should be abandoned and blown np wiihont 
informing the Commandant* 

Provided for under, etc. 

3. In that lie, while Ck)minandor of the J^and Defences 
of the I'crlross, and being aware of Cmncral Stosschs 
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luLniiDu lu buncudev Lhc i^ortrubij of Port Arthur to the 
Japanese before all means of defence had been exhausted, 
as the fightinp strength of the garrison and the amount of 
supplies and munitions of war assured the possibility of 
a continuance, concurred in this intention, and assisted 
General Stdsscl in the execution of it. P'or instance : 

On December i, 190 j.,’ reporting to General Stossel 
that it was necessary to send a pavlcmentaivc at 
once lo General Nogi with proposals to capitulate, 
and then, after its despatch, upon his own 
lesponsibility, and in spite of the orders of the 
Coinmandanl, ordering, under throats, Genoreil 
( iorbatovsky, wlio was in command of the 
defences on the east front, to abandon J^ittle 
DagIc’sNcst, Kiiropatkin Lunette, and B Battery 
without a light, which works were accordingly 
in the evening abandoned l)y our iroops, lie— 
Lieutenant-General Fock - knowing full well that 
by these disjiositious of his he had placed the 
defence of llic Jmrtress under most disadvan- 
tageous conditions should the negotiations for 
sunender lie for any reason broken off, and had 
t nahlcd the Japanese representatives to demand 
from us most disadvantageous and degrading 
terms of capitulation. 

Provided for under, etc. 

Lienienant-General Smirnoff is charged as follows; 

I. In that he, suspecting, after the surrender to the 
Japanese of I'fort No. 2, the existence of an imdcrslanding 
between Generals Stdsscl and Fock lo reduce the Fortress 
to such a slate as to justify capitulation, and in despite 
of the responsibility resting upon him under the terms of 
Article 57 of the ^ Regulations for the Guidance of Com- 
? January i, 1905.’' D, S. 
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nianden-i of Forlcosses/ did not immocliuU'ly depiivc 
(rcncral Fock of hh couunand, did not lako crici[;cric 
action to prcvoni tlic abovo^natucd odka'rs cnnying out 
thoi)' plan, and confmcal hiniiadf to dcspalchiiift n telegram 
to lli(i ("omnnuidcrdn-Cduef, in wliicdi he rcMjiu'stod that 
he might he either given full po\\(a' as t 'oinuuindaut or 
relieved from all responsibility as such for the future 
d('rcDCo of (he lM')rlress. 

Providt^cl for under, eic« 

In that lie, leaving learned on January i, rpo5, of 
the desptiteh by General Stiissol of a l(dt(n‘ to Gcju'rul 
Mogi containing proj^osals for ncgotialions for snuxauhiv, 
in spile of Article bg, ihiok XXIT,, of ^ Ivlilitary Code. 
of jXfipd thiul edition, and yVUicle 57 of the ' Kegnlations 
for Uie (Fiidanec (d (hnnmaiuUa's of h‘or tresses/ did not 
convene a meeting of tlu' (hunniiltee of Defencis did not 
insist that (leneral Sl(j:;sel shoukl ar,t in aceonlanct^ with 
Article he of the above ‘ Kegidalioas/ and did not carry 
out the’, resolution o( tlu^ rf)uucil of War of neceiuber et), 
Tgo.p to coutiniui a prolracttal defence of the Ihudtesia 
Piovided for under, ete. 



APPENDIX I 

Gener/vl Fuck's Miomor/vnimim tuk Surrender 
01' Fokt No. .>. [Ciii-rcuAN-'SiiAN. j 

In orcloL" that (jcnonil l''o(^k'vS motives may not be inisnuder- 
sloocl, tlie iVlcinoranduni vviiiLea by him, in wbicli be essayed 
to dear hiinsdf of the charge oi wrongfally abandoning 
Foil No- 'ly is reproduced. It uoeds, however bouie elucida- 
tion, boll) for the sake of clearness and accuracy. Those who 
arc not well accjuaiuLcd wllh hock’s proceedings in Port 
Aithur, both as a General and as an individual, and with all 
tiio cir cams Lances of the defence, might possibly misuiuler- 
stand this docuinani, as the authors possessed a great power 
of persuasion, both with pen and speech, and even now has a 
considerable number of adherents and advocates. 

Memorandum. 

M'^ort No. 2 was abandoned on December i8, 1904, with 
General StoBseVs permission and by my order. Next day 1 
liacl a conversation on llio subject with General Sunnioff, who 
said : 

« « Why did you sun'ondcr the fori ? I would have sent you 
as many reinforcements as you wanted; 1 have some jo,ooo 
in the Fortress. By abandoning it you have undermined the 
root of iny principle— that no foit shoiikl pass into the enemy’s 
hands except alter the death of all its defenders.” ’ 

In saying this General Smirnoff was quite in the right. 
Fock did not reinforce the garrison oil her in time or sufficiently, 
although quite able so to do. The whole essence of the 
defence at the end consisted in the use of niobile reserves for 
the reinforcement of threatened points. It was by his inteb 

dT/ 
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]i,'^(‘nUmlic.ip.iii<.)n oi Lulus utul ins ikiUiiI muAc'inunl 

aiui ('inployiiioni of ussoivcs llinl Sinhnofl wns ilL)1o so loii\^ to 
( hfs k the atta( k. 

- I.utei, whem rpAonr^ (nulduc' I)cr()U' (roiidal Roop s 
Conniiusioii, I nas asked ■ 

^ Old you lake' any ti [d lo pLeuuil llu' ev.itnpk' ()l 
No, ? beinf( followc d, and (o (usux llud Uu^ pun(i[jlt‘ (hat *1 
<^au ison should lesisL to tlie last should nol hr" tt)isudUn ?” 

^ [ was ania/od ai such a c[uosLiou, and that a piiiuiple, ol 
wlucjj I had ucvai hcfoici lieaul and \Nhuh is not lo be* ioiind 
in any text boolt on lactud oi tudd seivuc' manud, should hr 
asbuincul by iho (a:)iriuussion lo l)e an u ud uiabh' axioni^ lo 
ignore which was n dime. 

Rut I was still more astomshed a short lime ago wlu^n, in 
a papei submitted by (itmeial Smunull to Llu^ Wai Ministui 
and curuhUed anumgst oflu lals and other edm aled nu n, 1 saw 
the following : 

suiumdcM ol Ihiit No ’ sinulv at (lu^ tool ol Ihi^ 
}}ihu ijile that a loit ‘ du's, hut d(X' . nnl smnndc'i ’ a princi[)le 
picac heel and udhsatcal hy niy aRaiul all lliose iu c uuimand. 
liy tlu‘ esample o( tiu' suiieiidci <d iliu (oil Ilur gairisous of 
tin* nlht IS ivoui shakem in tin u ludief ilnit loi is ai (' ‘ holu > oi 
hedres/ only to I)c^ ca[)Uii('d rillct (,lu‘ di^ith ol tlu wludc 
gartison defeiulitig them, ami wnc hsl to ( ousidei llum *is 
jiibt Didinary hntilasi positions whu h ran hi heedy ,ib.uulom d 
no U)oa as then tlidrau e luxonii . dilluull. "Plus was [innid 
hy 1 lu* ahaiuknimeiU wuhm Un day. ol hurl Mo. 

Hhily ^v^hen I bcaamo awau‘ ol this Nol(‘ ol taiuial 
vSniunodks did I undeisLuul the drdi ol the ([uestiou put lo 
mo by the Commission ; it was md hard llieu to the con- 
iiGxion Ixdvveen the two. It was twideni, Ihmelote, that m 
this important quosliou, a‘^ in those whidi had pieaeded, the 
Commisrdon was homg gtuclcd mote hy this memoiamium ol 
the laic Commandant oi the buUurss than hy Ihc {.Icsiie lor au 
impartial inquiry uito lacLsd 

Though well on in yearn, CUmethl h'oek apparently did nol 
know, and was astonislied to hear> that ^ loUs die, Imt do not 
snu render/ that ^ Iho bones of a regiment should sunound iLs 
fallen colours/ that *a gun must be fouglit till not a man is 
left/ cla Fock did nol know thin ; hi; had not .seen it laid 
down iu any ofticial text-hook ! 

Naturally he did not ami could not know it. Knowledge ot 
the 55acrodnoss of duty Jh not acquired by the perusal of matmaki 
and regulations uuy more thau au bunourablts Icelmg is aetpured 
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by reading l)Ookr> of a higli nunal lono* 'Tbo duly and honcmr 
of the cUi^con ssoldicr haf^ iio written code as its guide, but only 
the long, brilliant list of groat deeds extending from far-off 
oUIcm times to iho ])rosonl day. Upon Ibose. legends, mafured 
by time, nations, their armies, and indivlcluals are brought up, 
A sense of duly and houonr is not ohtaim'd hy reading, but 
is imbiljcd with the ntulher's miliv aial cle\-eloped by later 
lea<diiug. I doubt if Uus'c^ eould bo found in any LCuropoau 
army (naturally not in llu^ Japanese, where cffllrors and generals 
are brouglit up cju llic elliics oi tiu) diiralrous spirit ‘ llushido ’) 
a general officer wlio would l)o surptiscal to hear that a fort 
should not sinr(nuier, Ilow could a Russian geneial be 
ippiot'ant of it? vSurcly such an a.ssetlion is a stain on all 
the general olftcers of the Russian army ! 

No, it is not 5a?. T''or (jomn'al Foclds ignorance of tiio nidi' 
meats of mililary duty ono must si'ok deo[)er reasons, I Ic 
was, it appears, in the where tlu^ duties wore some- 

what diffenmt to those of the arniy--for ahnosl /ivc yean^, 
1'hcir atinosplier(is are tolally opposed : the work of the omi 
is to tight an o.vtornal foe : of tho oU)er to tight an internal 
(jneiuy, 

One jiniongsl the many surprises so liberally pro\’idc 5 cl for 
us by tho ()ld rdgimo was b'oek's siuldou reappcaninco in the 
army and arrival in the, Far i'kist as Ofheor Coiuinandiug the 
gallant lighting; ^tli Division, as tim friend and adviser of 
General Stnsi^cl, and, indeed, as the solo individual to work out 
Arthur’s destiny* Tho delouce of a fortress is soldiers’ and 
not g/omkiriuos’ woidu 

U . , 1dm sperifu: charge tigainsi me was franiod as follows ; 

^ “ In that ho, while in command of the Land Defences ordered 
tho abaiidoiuneut uf h'oit No* u without ohtauuug the Gorn- 
uuniclanUs permission, and widiout even letting iiiin laiow of his 
uitoiitioa— uii acd in wluclr he exceeded his powers, anil erne 
■which is legislated fur l)y Ailichis jr^i ami U] 5 , Book XX IL 
(third edition), S.V.lff, 

*This charge is curiously worded. I was accused of exceed- 
ing iny powers, and yet the Commission was at the name time 
well awani: that I did not abaudou the fort of ruy own free- 
will, hut with tho pennission of General Stossol, who, being 
sonior to CSrcinn''al Stnirnofff had appointed ino to conmiand tho 
TiUnd Defences and issued orders to mo direct Cousequcntly 
thcrii can be no quosliou of my oxccoding my powers/ 
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Arroulmi^ lo tlir cxai ( ‘ ensi' o! Ihn u'f^nlations on iho 
(hr OfluiH Conini.uulini,^ tlio L.and J^eU'iK’os v\ 
(liu'c lly <>tibni‘(litiaio (a Lho Ca)nitnuiulanf (bo boilu'ss, 
and has ahsolnd'l/ no liibd d> abandon loits uilliouL bis 
sanction, oi witbout ili.d oi (bo Dofiaiu' ('uniiniilois It 
Crancial htin^scl, iiavin^^ usiii[)<h 1 ( bo Coiiun.uulanbs .luiboiity, 
intoifoK'd \vi(li llu' dt*lon< o, and ins niictfta cor o was dolii- 
iiicntal to tlu‘ dcdotu'o, Ihon lb)( k should not brna^ obtyoil 
his ordors, o\on (hou{^h [)i orocslinj^^ fioni (ho soinoi’ otlKcu, 
On tlio oontuuy, be should by o^e^y nusins within bin powen 
have endeavoured to ruunieracL siu h detiitncntal itdluence 
in the same way that Koiidiatcaikc; did dmin^^^ his Iilolinu' : lu.- 
should lia\ e f (jnsiillcd tlio Coiinuandant with u^itatd (o evcM’y 
(liin*!;, atul have carried on! his oukus abme. "I'iie lac I uas 
that Stossel issiu'tl all bis ouleis al Ibn K^s msliu'alion, and did 
noiliin^j witbouL bun. lie* know so lilllo ol what went on at 
the fiont that he \vouId nexen have den idod (o issue' any older 
hiinst^li, and espet lally sn< b a wtd[;]ily ordm as (lu abandon 
inenl ot the Inst tori. 

. Howtuan, ibonjb^ tb(‘ Joe,aOu ( lealion fd itsfdl (all . to 
tin* ppound, I inu;li( poilncps Ih' cunsuloted moially ad^thy o( 
abandoning, the (cuL 'riu’ rdiovc^npioled AUndo' o( Wbu 
bo slirtiiu'd, and il uii|^lil be (lioiiadd 'lOinol bin,'*; was vviun;^ 
iilxoiil the did’eiu v <xf the fcx\t and i(s *ibambinnionL 

This puwouls iny conlininj^ mysedf nu rely to a slniii^Id 
Ibrwaul answm lo the <lKU;^e and ('onipels me to ;e k, C’onld 
Uic loti haV(^ hold out lonp^oi oi not 

M)u p,oin/; ladote the ('omiuLsion loi llu' liisl lime, I w.is 
askfal : 

* “ Why did you not dtdtnid the fnrij and wliy ditl you 
abandon it without a witlioul even waiiinj' lot (ieneial 

Gorbatov sky 

M iR'vor expected the Ck>nu)nssioi)i io accive uum)! mu h a 
thin^(, and I was so afplatcsl that I could nnl tetdy talmly. 
IJow could t keej) e()ol when I home! the deleiideis cd the toil 
so unjustly aceuHiRl by Geneial lG)op, the vcey oilicei vvhost^ 
wuicis, twenty yeats a[i;o, had been law to me and all other 
combatant olhccns, ^vhen (m. hours (o^^ethcr we used to Ustcii 
to his appreciations and oniicuirnn ol nuimeuvres? He still 
vSpukc as well as cveay weiaidutj v\ny woxd, but S])oke with 
a sarcastic smile; and now that J have road or Imard the 
evidence ol all IheGeiiml Ofiicmnwho lum? been oxamiund, 1 
understand that it is possible even for liim to liave been led 
astiay* 
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‘ The accn.satiou levelled by General ymiriioff against the 
bnive garrison was supported not only by (lenoral Officers who 
took no pait in the dclenco and liad not seen it, but even by 
C}oneral Nickitin, to wlioin the stale of the fort was so well 
known that be refr«aincd from accompanying General Ivondra- 
lenko along Iho forts after the Japaucso had mined the 
pampcls. (Jl is to this that wo owed his presence in our 
midst) As to General McdvIuuanJatoff, iic even assorted that 
after the explosion of three mines he rould still see sentries 
standing by the parapet And General Irman, who was at 
the time on the western front, based his statement on that 
given by Mckhmandaioif. The evidence given by the other 
officers was of ecinal value. 

‘ lint however varied tlie evidence, it all pointed to one 
tiling - that the garrison failed to do its duty, that it did not 
crown the cratijr in tlu‘ parapet, d"iiis being so, 1 vShoukl 
point out that it is usually tlie attackers who crown craters. 
At vSovastopoJ onr certain Jy distinguished themselves 

])y themselves crowning tho orators of the unsuccessful attack, 
but they had not been charged with some fifty hundredweight 
of pyroxylme, as was the case in Fort No. 2 ,' 

Thus to divert tlio blame on to the garrison of the fort in 
order to parry the blow againsi himself was not creditable, 
Tlie men did their duty gallantly to the last; they fought 
till they were oidcred to withdraw ; did everything 

possible, and wore in no way to blame for the surrender 
and had no m'ed of hkic.k to defend or praise them. If they 
had not lieon able to crown the crater by five o’clock, it was 
i'orls alone who was to Idanie; firstly for having weakened the 
ganisojg scxx)ndiy for not reinforcing H in time. 

‘The evidence of I ho (iciieraks above mentioned was, on the 
whole, so absurd and so little supported by facts that it does 
not merit set ions aUentionf 

The evidence of the Generals was founded on facts. They 
were men who throughout the siege were rarely absent from the 
attacked front. They were nieu of honour, whoso names are 
the pride of the army; but this is no rciaBon for treating their 
evidence as undeserving of attention* 

G . . That of General Gorbatovsky, however, is different, 
According to him ho wont to the fort at 3 1 p.nn, and finding 
the rnan leaving it, drove tliom hack, for Captain Kwats, 
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\vlu) was in c oniinnud, aiul tlnralcMiMl linn with a«ninl inailial 
K)i ahaiulonmi; il. on Ins own i<*spons)l)ilily> and only lluni 
found out l-li.il the witluliawal was < nnlc'd cnit In u (oid- 

aiKc wilh f)tdLas fiom nu' Tins iwndcnur i. pliunl)lo, and 
upon li tin' ( hai//n is piobaldy hasi d , lot Innv is d possibh^ Lo 
tlislK‘]io\o Dm u dnnuny ol a (Kiuial who wa^ in (oininand ol 
thr rastein ii nnl 

‘ d'o fiom it, ono ivonli] llnnK' lhal 11 k aliandoinnnnl 

ot tin* foi t < .inuwis a t oiojilaU' smpn‘>o to Inm » Ihd b(‘ Uitaif^ld 
it wnnid, and, that had he liimselt lietni in the ioi t, it would 
never havi‘ [loen ewsu uatecL I was unable to rebut this 
evidisK e at tluj time, and ioaswal that the abandoinneiu was 
not a siujuise ; hi'shles, no one piesenil would h,tve heluaMl 
nus Inutunate ly hn nu‘, however, 1 was not ( auf^ld tn[)])liu;. 

1 asked to Si'e lh(' lidf'plioue nvessades u*feiun‘^ lo lluit Inne, 
and in thioiidh Ihein e ame on one whii h 1, and doubtless 
(foneiid ( ioibatov,,ky also, ha<l loiaoltfui d'lns ine* sap/* deai s 
me nt his thaipe, and tlnow. nuu h lii'ld on tin' p,ul taken by 
Iniu in the ubaiuloanunit ot the loit; it was trom Inin to the 
bUiO ot the fame] 1 kdem es^ ami wn ► d<deil Vi P-jn-j I ksene 
hei r8, JU'M * 

**‘t‘'toin !''oit No a it is H'poi tial that luaivy (risuallies 
riu' on imUH; honi ipiuades lluo^vn liy the enemy. \Ye‘ h*l^e 
not been able to u*(h cupy the paiapel. ] tluaeioo* purpose, to 
avail myself of yout pennission to Iduw ni> tlu* (aseiuates, aiut 
1 have ordmed tin' [^atiison lo hold out until llu; suppeis hav(‘ 
dot tlu' mines lemly. As a jnei auUonaiy lueasuu', and to 
lovet the psuttson duiiud Uu' ulnenusii, jihsei' move a 
(‘Oiupany, Icinpoiauly, (lom t!u' main lesmve to tlu' hadionsis 
£ am jus't doinp myadf k) <k)(one( (ikip/dthl to fpve tiui 
neeessaty in dnu lions on the 

* Comsecjuenlly, at that inp;hi (hmetal ( torbatox sky was 
not only not opposed to tin* stniender of the toil, but hnusell: 
davc oulcim kn it to tie nbandonut ; while ,u n p,m. he xvas, 
according to his cvKlem e, liouihrcl at (lis own otdei, suw llnit 
it wan wloud, and talked ot i omtsanrutuiL 

M hope that a study ol tdl the papeis simihu itrthe^epxo 
duced before tho Camunksskm will utijuit mo ol the eluugt‘s 
prefoned aguinbi nio by i u-neral Kuop’n Cunmusslon/ 

Quite liuel Thai messago wan sent try (ieneiul (nnba* 
tovfsky, but only after u telcplKjne niobBUge iiad been roooiveil 
fioni Fork nt 7.4a pam to the fallowing effect; 

^Gonotal Hlotcscl inur given otdeta that the casemates ot 
FoU No. 9 U10 Lo be mined at cure, and thing if the Japanese 
do not wdihdKiw fxorti ilic fori- frotn tire paraptH the 
garrison is lo ieave the lorb and the casemuton atts to lie 
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blown \ip. The enemy are noL to be allowed to establish 
themselves on the parapet, which must he fired on by the gims 
and the toipcdo In view ol Caplaiu Stcpanolf’s report, 

to the effect that before sunset ho and Colonel Meldimandarolf 
could see (rom \V\ix I 3 af^lc’s N(‘bl only one Japanese officer 
and three men on Llic parapet, laying snnd-lbags, I leave it 
to you to hold on to the fort as long as you think necessary. 
In giving this otd(ir, l)[ised on my lepoil, Geneial Stossel 
came to Uiis decision only because ho thought that under 
present ciicuinsUinccs no other com so was possible. At 
sunset a sailor came to me and reported that by the explo- 
sion of a bomb thrown by the enemy we had had fifteen 
casualties.’ 

As the reader can sec for himself, it was impossible to tell 
from (his liow rock meant to ad or what he meant to do. 
Knowing from experience that anything might be expected 
from him, and that directly after (ho explosion of the mines 
during the day ho had called the fort lost, Oorbatovsky decided 
to make all ariangemenls for a welhotganixed retirement, and 
so to avert a possible panic and conseguent dash through by 
the enemy. 11 was only for litis reavson that he sent the 
telegram quoted above by Fock, but he gave no order for the 
fort to Ite abandoned. 

In reply to liis message to Fock, sent at 9.3 5 pan., he at 
once received the following from Colonel Dmitrevsky, Chief of 
Fock’a staff, despatched at 9.40 p.in. ; 

* (jcncral Fock fully concurs in your opinion about Fort 
No. 2. Ho ti lists that yon will see tliat the repairs to Kuro- 
patkiu Limctlo ate cnorgcLlcally carried ould 

And thin was immadkitoly Followed Iiy a message to him 
from Licutonanl Ivondrasheff, dated 9.45 p.ni,, December r8, 
1904 : 

* Henernl i' ock, commanding tlio Land Defences, wishes you 
to see that all the aninuunlion and other stores are carried 
away from Voii No. 2, and that Lite bridge Is destroy odd 

When General Gorbatovsky received thost3 messages ha 
wont to the fort, Orders bad already been received from 
General Fock to abandon it, and the withdrawal had begun 
before his arrival. Ho had gone to find out the exact state of 
aUTairs on the apotj and on teaching it after ii p.m. he met the 
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tciit‘riun[.» [(.unsold Ll was such a )Uipnse to him that ho 
Mt'll upon ’ (hiplaiu K'wats, tin oaUaiod (o liavi' him tii{‘d by 
court mui ihil Itn al)an(loninf^^ the (oU willunit oidrrs, ruul was 
ill ic'j')ly iirfoi uu'cl tluU it was lusn^^ (('U tii)on an orch'i icrcavod 
duct 1. fiom Ib}( k, 

Mlowovra, hi oidoi to ^!^\vo a nioio .u mil, do dr^inplion ol 
tlu' st:df» ol ailaus, I will dL'sciibo tlio (iLdduip pist as [ saw 
and lepoitial i(. 1 ilos(iil)(d tlx* Ip’dd in Man h to (lonotrd 

l\\)op’s Coiniui isioiij but whal 1 said was doidilod.’ 

IJnloiLiinalcdy, a luiowlodi^o o( tlu^ tiiu' stalo ol .iflaiisal Iho 
withdiiiwal lunii tlic toil shows that Hoop’s ('oinmission 
hiid loi nual a inu' opinion of hhn k‘s ar ( oiiid* 

SVwotdinp to (it'ncnal tsiniiiiod) f so tUmioiah/od tin* inoii, 
that on 1 )ts (Hiihcn iS, \sdum llu (H[)losio!i look pku(‘, no 
vodunUu'i umld bo tonnd anion^^ thmu to < lown Llioctalou 

.1 am asliaiiKHl, not on my ov\ u aiiounl, but tai 
aciouut ol tlio ‘^sdlant dt'h'udois of ilio ioit, (o usid l^iun nutlet 
slandoi coiKoimn;^ Mumil I'oi uhat did lu- tako Haplaiu 
Kwtds, iho r(anmatuhnf<- ollumjand tlx' man, t bul il In on 
no( osSiity Im Llu* ^putison to bo on tlu* ]uuapob Hwats would 
have had no thlla ulty in tiiidiiif; \olunto(*is ovon at that 
(lUicrd moDiout. f U* nood only haw* sliouUd, hollow mo 
advamo!’’ and tlioy would haw* daslu*d .dtoi hum As ( ha\ti 
said above, luy ovulouoo <is lo llu^ lall ol Iho Imt is < onsidou\d 
hy many to be unbuo, and moie oiedil is aftadted to llio 
evideiuo ol (u*m*ial Mokhniandaioll, who said ho saw a muu 
on the lamjiat t allm llu* (SNploslon^ <dm’ 

^Po say that Phu k dmuoiali/od the lioops wmtkl only bo to 
repeat what has itcujuenlly boon satek In At I hut no <ute 
doiibiod il* U is in vain ilial lu* sheds toais for llu fpuiison; 
it is his own condm t that is r juoslioneil, not ilio p,aibudty of 
tlu^ mem Thai Kwais did not dash toiward and lake men 
xvith him to < rown the (oders is iuirk's fauKv It mutiuod 
mucdi pjTBonre of mind, and the ipitiisou was mm I) iips^a, 

‘ After the explosion, which look piac-e at noon^ the lori was 
Hubjected to a heavy irro, and our men ran to the rotrem hmmU 
and held it. To this Umely ocrupaiirm ol the lolnuadimonl 
I ascribe the death of many of the Japanese loi lorn hoped' 
Having- jumped up nu b> the paiapd, and neon (dtai wn wen* 
there to meet tiiom, they hetalalod for a munuml, Ind tliiu 
moment was long enough for them to be wafted into eietnity. 
They were buried under the falling debris ol the tixplusir?m 
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At the same Lime the Japancsio guns opened (Ire on all our 
near battcricvS ; and when these were silenced, whole reginients 
oi llio enemy storined the parapet, luiL were repulsed with 
<'ase shot and riflodire. A few men only reached the era Corn, 
whence they [)egan throwing grenades, while we, from the 
glacis and caponier, fired torpcclo-hoads and bombs/ 

"Idle storming ])y whole Japaucise regiments is pure imagina- 
tion on tljc part of l'\')ck, who was at the time at least four 
miles Ironi the scone of acticjn, Mr. Norregaard,"'^ whowatclicd 
I ho attack, vsays that, at(ci the destruction of the (irst party of 
stormers by Iho falling debris and the fire of oiir batteries, the 
Japs busied Llicmselvcs (d('anng^ thci approaches to Ihe foit and 
did not assault till cvoiung. 

* d'ho heroic garrison w'cro almost all amiihikitod, whcii a 
reserve of sailors was sent up to the, fort* I regret that I 
CLUinoi say to what ship they belonged or what oflicers were 
wiili Iheim; 1 can only say tliat bom first to last they were 
1 Karoos. 

‘d'hoyhad to go from Iho Chineso Wall through Kuropatkin 
lametic, ami what was this luneltc like by now? Stoiicsj 
planks, sand-hags, corpses were all jumbled together in the 
trenches, and at the entiancc of that communicating from 
Fort No. e tliete was not a vestige of a parapest. These men 
at first tan along the trench, anti then, seeing that it was iillcd 
up, jiim[)ed out to right and loft, ami ruuk'r a nuirderous fire 
doubled along in llxj open, ofriccrs in fiTini. They rushed to 
where U entered tlic fort, which was full of killed and wounded. 
Sonxe crossed the la'idgc, otiiors went down into the ditetn 
jumping from heap lo heap* 

^Tdifiy entered the tort in order to iill the Ihmncd ranks of 
the defciulets, and scwenleeii of Ihotti wore at once blown up by 
a inino. With their arrival one might have fell confident that 
the fori would not easily ho seized by the Japanese ; but dark- 
ness came on and the shouts of f^anxa,i could fjUll ho hoard, 
mingling into one continuous mid increasing roar. 

‘'(‘ho wounded now came back" loss frequently, hut those 
that came told of horrors, hh'om what they said X understood 
how dilficult it was to cross the ditch, and that few would 
succeed in doing it ; and so, fearing that all means of access 
would be closed, 1 asked for the bamboo ladders to be sent up, 
which had been taken from the enemy on November '36, when 
they tried lo storm Fort No. 3 . 

* The position of ihe garrison got worse and worse* To get 
un order taken we had to call lor volunteers and offer the Cross 

‘ThuGrt'ai Siego/ by it. W. j^orregaard*- -E. 1). S. 
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oi Si. to (h()'if‘ who mi<.co(h1<’cI m (aityinq il li was 

( l(‘rLi to nio aiul fc)(,V(Myun( oIm' ih.ii llu‘ loi( <()iild 

iiol bo li( Id lon[‘oi oiul(M siu li i oruli lions, and ' o I iluuiidit ii 
my duly U) willuliaw lln^ uinuuils o( Ih.U j^allaiii l)antl at 
ni‘dit I, upoiU'd Ihn. io (/oiuial vSluss(l and aski d his 
|)( nuissioii if I rdiandoii (In^ foil ; hc' njj;Hsal, 

‘ 1 Ihf n 01 doTial ('oloiud ( ila/,olofl to hold on hll iindd, nln n, 
nih'r toniovin^; ovcaytlnni; posMblo ui Ihc^ way ol Mipplu hi^ 
was to wUluliaw lln^ inou and blow up tin loi t, 

* Al M.jo pjiK dic' ''aiUMiii ino\od onl id Mk' iuibwhuli 
Wrib blown up «il /’ aaii., and icliud on Kuiop<ilkui I iinudle 
llhad hold out lot torn.'’ irionLlis, dospifo tho japauc ic bavmi; 
s( i/(ai (ho i ainmioi in Oi. tobi'r, aiul i‘stnblishf*il llunust Ivo. m 
tho diU h. Miidaiy hisloi y ( ouhiins ff'w insUinccs of siu b a 
do^f:^od and jiroloinnal chdmu c\ 

‘ No\l liny (hnicial Snmnoll li,id tho abov (‘ (|in)b'd (oinm 
sniion with uks In uply lo Ins (fnosliou as (o why I hati 
suitondf'ud tho Kal, cb I said 

‘ did nol lU'od yiJiii nun, tlioy would otily ha\(' hain 
poH’d mo 

' I In s('omod siujMocsl at this ans^^ol ritul asloal, Why 
‘ Ihcauso/’ ! said, ^^ho mon uould no\M ha\o usu hod 
Uu) pku 0, aiul llion ^vha^ »honld J lia\o dour? ddioy 
wouldn't Im\o ^;ono Ius aus(‘ llu y < ouldnh h lu* dono il.” 

^‘^Ah, yoitt lurn ar'o wastns umaways t“ said lu , lUul 
thou b('{*iiu lo tiilk ol tlu'in in his usual m uinor. 

^ I ([uolod a tow msluino^ iioiii hi iloiylo him unon(; lliom 
sonn ol Austoilii in (udcn to stuiw him that sumo ilmpiy, 
always had In tai and always would bt^ ; and I tiaishod my 
uanaiks by sayiu^^ : 

^*Ml wa. u pUy lhal yon woio not taunld psyoho)o|,][y at llio 

Academy." * 

Me; one dtanos that tho loH was tn a viny bad \wty, Imt 
such ooadlltous uio only to be o\pc'cted in war whena* tlu' path 
to f^lory is not shown wiili loses. As soon as tho sitnalion 
became ctiiical tlio gattison should luivo Iwen loinioocMl, and 
tins I'ock did not do, Ho liad dtuldod dminp, tho day tIuU 
the toil could nol be held, anrl toi this reason abandoned ii, 

In repoaUug his couvmsation with Smirnotl ho pet\ oiled 
tho ta( tSj which ueiCj iis 1 have ahoady d< sciibod In detail hi 
a U>rogom{» duiplOu Sina* he touched on iln» ipu^stiun of 
psy<lioloKy, it wijuid bo interesting to know what kind ol 
psyidrology ho him^scll undoitsluod-Hhai of poHt.o rvoik f^orvice 
or of war? Sniirnoir cartainly did occuhionally call the men 
^numwayu’ in cuneersatinn with his Iniimato frituKls, but ho 
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was Tar troni that the troops could be disobedient. 

Ill sayin^^ tluiL ‘ I lie men would never have reached the place, 
and llicn wluiL sliould 1 have done?’ Pock was himself 
accurately describiiijj tlie very domoralizntiuu of which he 
was accused of beiii^ llie cause. Jhiuin^^ Kond) alenko’si life 
there (uul l)C‘on no suf.;gosliun of such a spirit. 

‘Atter this f felL it was useless to attciiiipL to persuade 
Sminiolfof axiylhin^'’, for the simple reason that l)Oth ho and 
Colonel Khvostoff look upon everyone who was not a General 
ofii(er or an officer of the General Staff in the same way that 
oLir ppoLit-grandniothers looked u])ou their sctf-haudnialdens/ 

What (jciierai Pock meant by (his I really cannot ielL 

‘Our great-grandmothers said and believed that it was im- 
possible for Palai'.hka to fall in love. In the same way General 
Smkiioff ami Calauel KhvoHtolT behoved Oiai tha common 
soldier had no Instiuct of self-pros or vatioxi, and that such need 
no I thetadbre be taken into consider alioiu It need only, they 
thought, be reckoned with in Generals and General Staff officers, 
who alone have a right to possess it, 

‘Colonel Khvostoff preached this doctrine io General 
Nickitin in the following words ; “ Oflicors of the General 
Staff are of great value to tho Phnpire, and they should, tiicro- 
foie, lake care of their lives.'’ ’ 

‘ 1'h‘oin (jeiicral Sinirnoffb words, “It undermined the root of 
the principle which I have always insisted on,” it ivS evideuit 
that General Stossol did not harass General Smirnoff as much 
as the latter sometimes makes out. Moreover, ail Avho went 
through tlie fdego would lilcc to know in what way Sniinioff 
iusisttKl on the observance of this principio. Principles can 
be driven into men by orders, speeches, and examples. Pic 
did not do it in his orders, for such as he issued wore generally 
taken up with the transfer of nursing- sisters from one hospital 
to another. And he was wise, for siu'h orders can only be 
written by leadens like Tsar 1-^etcr, Siworoff, Napoleon, who 
aro woJl Jvuowu to their mem lie did not atlerupt it by 
speoc’.hos; for wdiere, when, and to whom could lio speak? 
Church parados were few, and were rarely attended liy more 
than [wcnly io thirty men peu regiment. For a new, unknown 
man like General Smirnoff there was only one way left— 
“example”; but lliis method was out of dale, and its use- 
lessness svas shown by Cmstavus Adolphus, Naldiimoff, 
KoniiJofl, Istomin, and therefore it did not find favour with 
him ! 

‘ All this proves that ho did not inculcate his principle to 
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ihr 'jauison ol Aulu\i\ iho\i<»;h vu\<louhUHlly tuUno jfent'ia 
lious will know o) il ll)U)iu‘li the iniHlunu ol l^) 0 [)'') (k)ni 
mis'wou/ 

ft is poifectly ime tluU SninMoff did ikjI laKo to spcM'fhj 
lyinj.;, d'o'jjc Ihoi ^villl Is oiKluilonko ln^woikod at Ilu‘ (oitily- 
ill}; ol the place while Cicin ral Slos .(d was liairunpiui}' the 
tioops Hi i iiUM li [laiadc. and wiilinf^ loiifj; ouleis and didruh d 
icjr}>railis. d1us pniii iplr was lud inildislnal in ouleis, as ii 
was w(di uuciei stood hy all };ou(l oI/kcss Ol lids there 
1 ouh.l ho no ivvo opinions. ( luuei als Smiinon, KondiaUnko, 
(}orl>alus^sk}% hnuui* and Tieiialadh wlio stood al the head o| 
Ihnii iiODps in Ailhiu, svi(>poi tod hy lluar |{‘ai loss esainph' 
lif^hlini; d(‘spciately loi evrsy inch of ^pound t'ntiuslrd to 
iheiu and not by then wouls, ll)i‘, lanuiple, whit h ar r utdnn; 
to hdulv \va' iiK oiupu'hensihk' and 'illy 

Idio lussl ‘p'tnnation svlH laiow tlnoii'di tiu , <hnmni' sioii 
how wc'll the panison of y\itinu lived up to (hat pliiu iple, and 
it will, at (ho uimt^ Iniu', know on whom (hr/ u'Sjioasihility of 
suiaenclei losts, 

‘ lie U’puhv lies thepimison of h’oii No. \ (oi nrit huinyin}; 
oul ol (ho (ascnnaU wlicu thiMuplosion look place, lhoin;h 1, 
and all those al lh/( hhu^k^’s NeN,saw tlicnn ripjdite; lor alone; 
liinr^ throwina {peuades and stonc^s itoni thn udieJuh 
nnnil. 

‘ lUd it is odd liiat he '-hoidd undse such tliatpc's ayainja 
anyone wlum hc' Iniuscdf not only inadr^ no ha >le, but did not 
alUtinjJl to lisivo bis cjirubM , when ibe (Opdo ion Prok jiLut* 
in Foil No. 3 and Idutifn ation No. p <and when tin* (’bine 
Wall, Koedvy l^idippaud lh[^ bhi'^k^k. Nt^sL weie ludni; Uennnek 
I'hat he did not hsavc^ bis /|uaiteis and was |aa< tusaily a 
siniuf^er to bin troops is boitu^ onl by the lacM that whrUj adcs' 
tho J^nrtonder, the ]apaue<ui wcae lakiiif; ovei the* |pnii<uu as 
pniioneni, and ho beppui lalkhi|,^ to some, oftiui men, tfiey 
rudo renuirlo., and wi're heard nskin},; their offinns ^‘who is 
Ibai General?'* As it was tluGirst time lhat ihu niujoulv 
oHieers lead Bomi him, they bad lo tepiy: ^‘1 don't know; 
wait, V]\ askd’ Only after iu(|uiues were tlu‘y ablt^ to tell 
lljcir men, ^^Thal is (bmeval Smlniolf, tlie C'unnn.mdmU of 
the Forlrcjssd' ' 

l^'ock, of all pnoplCn accused Sniumoff of Nayinp; in he; 
quarters, and of bein^j a sUanger to the men! in the lotiP 
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goinfv pages I liave shown by Tacts wluil vSinirnolT was to the 
h'orlress, what he did for its defence, and how he was thwarted 
at every turn. As fai as is in my power I have tried as clearly 
and truly as possible to draw the picture of the hopelessness 
of his position. T^'ork, suddenly appointed Officer Command- 
ing Land Deioiices, was indeed the autocrat of the Fortress, for 
Stosscl was to all intents and purposes his subordinate, and 
Siniruolf was ignored. Having telegraphed to the Commander- 
iu-Chid, Sinirnoff awaited the reply, and till it came he was 
powerless to do tuiylhing, tor like a wise man he did not 
want to make had worse. lUit had it come, and had it lumn 
favourable to him, be would soon have got everything righl. 
Suiirnoir invcstenl with authoiity would have saved Aitliur’s 
honour. \'ci‘y possibly so many sound men, and so many 
cripples, would not have relumed to Russia, so many decora- 
tions would not have glittered on the In'oavSts of officer.s, 
and the n urn her of widows and orphans might have been 
greater; but there would have been no need for any Com- 
mission such as dial of General Koop. ''Fho highest tribunai 
of Ihe nation would have judged those responsible for the 
lost campaign, but Arthur would have fallen, and not been 
surrendered. 

‘ I shall be now believed, perhaps, if I say that no one in 
Arthur knew of the above- quo tod principle, and no one heard 
tell of it from Sminiolf. I only heard it at Genera! Koup‘s 
ConnniRsion, When asked, Did you take any steps to 
prevent the example of Fort No. 2 being followed, and to 
ensure that the principle tliat a garrison should resist to the 
last should not be forgotten ?” I at once understood that the 
defemee was degraded to the leved of simple treason, and that 
they wore trying to mock me. Was it not mockery indeed to 
ask me such a question ? The Commission knew that the 
garrison abandoned the fort not of ihoir own free will but by 
my ordfw. To this insult i replied as follows ; 

‘ No stcpvS were taken or could be taken by mo, as the 
fort was abandoned by my orderd’ 

‘ It would have meant I was to lake steps against ray self- 
cunning question indeed. I am satisfied with the defence of 
that fort; nay, proud of what consLitiites one of the most 
brilliant pages of the defence, and will bo quoted as an 
example. By it one principle was taught, namely, that no 
soldier will leave his post without orders, and that the olficer 
in supreme command will never sacrifice lives needlessly. 
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^ [ wrote this in Iu‘hui,uy oi Mrudi, h(hote ruiy of us had 
scHSi tli(' 1) anslation^ ol tlu' books by Imi|»IisIi ai\Lhoi<, ou the 
si( }{e ol boi t J\i tlnu, 

‘My desfti])tion of ilie (uditiiuj does not in tli(‘ least 
will) that ot eitlier Non ('jy»uud oi |onH's, and no woiulei, fis 
1 wrottM)! wluU ned niuha my < yns, ^ind (h<‘y onlvwiolt^ 

wluit llu y la'aul (lum < m \ i\ ois (){ (ludiotioisol llial day. I 
was tu)f rushUsI, Ixsausr wdli tis (a ei y oiUMvishtsb find siiK 
wishes, only to ladase what \\ill beaniith (he km nanu' of 
Aiihm. I'liis was why only ^^(aieuds weie (Aamiutd by the 
(aamuissicmd 

He. was insulttal by the fjuestioii put to liim l>y the C'oni 
mission, and in lii.s leply slated that in clef(sulin|L; that toil 
Im had iiuul^ated the piineiple that ‘no soUlun will lea\e his 
post ^Yltllout uulins, and that tin ollif ei in suptoine uitnniatul 
wdl news Imos eee<l|ess/y ’] 

d'o tea( h this i)nnf i[he in laid wadaie i' liphl and (hojks* 
r.ai u\ ioitu" s wsulaie, win. u tlu‘ eueiuy au* ple^^lue ou the 
line of tlelem es, when tlieyun' ^((uiunif; tiudm I ,, w luai llu' 
tall ol one (oil ma}^ bilna" on (lie l*dl of otlnns, anti so lead to 
fpealei ( omplic ations, is nowlu'U' (tt leliie to (we 

h,id the tl\iid Hue [uade l)y Sminiod, bid it was i'uioied by 
lunk), a foil nuiid indisal Mii' and not suuendtad Tims 
alot^eean the s[dtit and slieap,lli of the men in the tdlua hab; 
be Kept up, 

^ Hut i will return onre more to the disnissiou of Cieuetal 
Snuiuoffs prim iple. This dofpna eould only be mslilleii into 
the iienh mimls of ehildten, ami (‘trnld x\ni lu' suddenly iutio 
duewl duanj{ wju, fov, afleii one liplii the btaw'sl lioops in (he 
wot Id would refuse; to lielievn in d„ d1ie mom (‘\peiieneod 
and braver a man is, the lUsatei he wants to stT his lihs 

^ lJut (“loneral Smitnolt <'alh\i Ukj Uoo[)s ‘‘wastms” and 
rtuiaways " berauKe they dal no/ umuun in the wretdoal 
lodkO’nietits upon an orJei issued by him htini his snup, lomn, 
but ran inlo othora ibat wen; whole, and continued itjduin.'p 
That coinmandinf^ oHijau who inspites undideiiee that lie will 
allow no otto to peiish needlessly will alone be kw‘ed by his 
officers and men, and may (lod spate Uus)i fimn tVelin/^ that 
any (iunoral is saciiHdun’ their for such a prindplu an 
that for which I was eallod tu atiswun 
^But it desetvCvS to Im oxaitimed that wc may thororiHhIy 

‘ Tha Bioge of bori Arthur/ by 1). )urm’S» TnuibltUinn hum Kn^'Peib 
Isy Caplaitis vnn Hcbwtu't?. and Koinanevsky: ‘ Vnonny Hbtnuik/ ioof>. 
Ho IX. 
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luiderstaiid on what line^ we are lo act in the next war. If 
the matter is dearly soUled one way or the other it may in the 
future spare conimandeis, who may find themselves in the 
saniG position I was in, the horror, the torments to which I 
Imve been sn!)jected in hearin^^ tlic rcproaclics levelled at ma 
by such a weighty Commission — reproaches which did not 
touch only mo, 1 )Li 1 also the heroic dcienders of the fort. 

‘My acquittal, I feci, is due to the tact that the principle 
was announced by Smirnofi, and not by Suvoroff or by the 
Tsar rdcr, whose nature would have piedudedtlic enunciation 
of anything so vague, so abstract. 

‘ The birth of pure theory amongst us is synchronous with 
the arrival upon the scene of a certain type ot General, whose 
infiueuce and work 1 can best describe indirectly, by quoting a 
temeuk made upon its tcsults; '‘We are oiusdves to blame 
for everything. Where the General was, there were no men ; 
whete the men were, there was no Geneial.” This was said 
by a lieiUonant - colonel at a conference between the Army 
and Navy, when romaiking on a cornmunicalion of Licutenanh 
Colond Galkihs, of the Geneial vStalf. 

‘ Such arc the Generals — the originators of principles similar 
lo that announced by General Smirnoff, The Japanese Generals 
were differenl. It is true that tlieir Comm an dor-in- Chief and 
Generals Commanding urniies, like Oyama, Nogi, and others, 
did not command battalions and companies ; but the subor- 
dinate Gencirals led their troops— even scouting parlies— in the 
attack, as we more than once witnessed in Arthur. I meiitiou 
this because, when I once npoke of Japanese Generals sitting 
in the advanced trenches, some of our Generals, hearing of the 
gallantry of the Japancvse men from Smirnoff, told me that f 
was incorrect, and that “ the wonderful Japanese soldier did 
not need the presence of a General.’' Cut in action things were 
diffeuuU, Kveu “the wondeiful Japanese ^ soldier’’ required 
to be sot an example by his General. Our — according to many 
—very ordinary soldiens were grateful even for the fleeting 
presence of a General whom Ihoy only saw passing by. 

‘ Tilt iulo simple language, the question asked me by the 
Commission, as lo what steps I Itad taken to see that the 
principle that “ the garrison of a fort should resist to the last ’’ 
was not shaken, means that a Commaiuler must not allow a 
single man to come out of a fort alive. 

‘ (a) If regulations permit the surrender of a fortvess under 
certain conditions, how caii they bo construed to forbid tho 
abandonment of a foN, when its defenders might bo useful in 
defcnduig other works of the same fortress ? 

‘(A) Is it desirable that a unit told off to the defence of a 
fort should go to it fccUng like men who went across the 
Bridge of Sighs in Venice ? 



I/VV NJ)l\ 1 


\(y? 


Wa«. il posMbJo lor iiio to Jilenally f any out (In' pnn( ipio 
in pifu tiro ^ 

' jM)i;t No im.OTcliiif^ to N(aic‘^aau], lo\ soiiio bout', 
u'soiublod .1 “wihli's ( <i,uldi(ni/’ vonnlinf* (no, muoKo and 
llamo.s fioiu tlio hur Lini; oi (ounflrss slaiuoit dudls, h<ui(l 
{(nniiub's and Lorpt^clot^s. Itidnud llu' atul haa imi haiidtul ol 
men wf re inpnllnia with illh' and iiiai lilnn join th(Mmuu'i(Jus 
as,sauUs- 'riu' |ai)*ua*s(‘ c iiL oil tin u { oiinniinu alion with Uk* 
h'oitins,, M'inlou (Munnls wnin not uaou(Hl, and llu‘nninlK‘1 ol 
il(‘(<'ndc i dwindltal. d'lio oik my poundf'd t hotn ( otilinuon dy, 
and (ho liouis ol (ho tort woio mnnhoud 

NSu( li wa‘. its Ktalo a1 ilu^ moiiif ni wlion I h ul in dta uh^ 
whclhci Lo savo lliat handlul ol biavc^ mon, (U to '■ a* lilu o 
them foL th(5 sake ol (hmojal SmiitiolP^ piu)Mpl<>’' 

‘I jMtdtaiod llu‘ luKl alleinali\(^ -not Itian li'oliuf;^ ol 
humaiuty, hut boiaiiM’ I tf)nld not lake tin otlun ^ eviiyoin' 
oh in my plat would Inui rloiu^ the 'utua lo juclao my 
at tion iL tunsl ho honif ni mind Hut I wa* not Mliaip 

ho(ou‘ a ^p(Hnn(o[)ptKl HommiltO(' ial^lo win n 1 lud to nuko 
this doc naou, nor m (icanial Snntnoirs (ondoilaldt <}u.uloo, 
but was nnai Iho Clmiost' Wall baa bom htuo'. in (omloH 
and not uiily, 1 was at ,t [iKlu* ibnl would bavt^ snltuod lln^ 
iuskI blow altc'i t ho (all ol i'’oit No. s 

^ Mow 1 should dtK i(h^ tills ([tuition was vilal h) the men 
il I should l>otiMiu^ lludi t^(lut^on^M oi woidtl ait as tlu^y 
o\(H f'Li'd tno to, U was by no uieaus nninatoria! to me oitlioi ; loi 
I should bo judf^tcl by my ai jioip and u[)On d wsmld do[)tanl 
in the (utun^ how otliois (oui'lib 

‘ d'houp^b Cuueial Sinii oofl mwoi left his ipiatlois dmin*; 
tlio fidhl, it dut not ]novout him lopoilinj; il as lollt>ws: 

‘ Haam jj. At u [uu, 1 knew that boU No. had alusidy 
berai abandoned by mu lumps nnd Its t asomalt's bhucu up, 
ddiis was done by Captain Kwats, who had only lioon 
appoinlotl lo eotumand it iluit day, midr i inslinclloim liom 
t^leuluuuU Colonel (dripololt touuuandiu[( the rnttitm, wlio 
was acliu[,^ on oidcis icM*ivud hoiu 1 nmoial without 

ovou wailiuji; lor Urn arrival oC {ioumul (imlratovsky, who was 
in supremui conimaiul on that ilanlu 

“ Cai^c 3P Mesuiwliilo (reuciul Stossel, hading that it was 
a very bad husiuurai, insuod an mdor, dated IHm ember cu/, 
No, tjG], has(‘d on luUtuo reports luadu to him by Caipiain 
Kvvats ami Colonel (Hadolcllj in wide him tntuk* out that tiui 
whole shnnmful aflriir was a peat expkub , . , Ten days 
lalnr tire oxumplc ol i'Trt No* ^ was followial by duutbandoiu 
ineid of Fort No. 3^ whiclt jorml the Comieil ut iJelVueeuuul 
myself to the ranclusiou that Iheru was an understamlinp 

General Fork was at the tliao iu this qniutcuvn lota? wtiy 1mm tla* 
iiglumof 
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betvvocn Generals Stossel and Pock to reduce the Fortress 
in the sliorlest possible time to such a condition as would 
jiisiiry a capitulation/’ 

‘ As rcf^^arcls General SmirnofPs opinion that the abandon- 
incut of Fort No. 2 was clue to treachery on the part of 
General Slussel and myself, 1 am silent; but I cannot allow 
liim to ('all its siuiender sbainel'nl. This opinion of bis Ix^ars 
witness to Llie fad that between liini and the defenders of 
Arthur there was about as \uucli in common as between the 
])al)y and the mother who said, Divide it,” when Soloiuon 
had ordered lialf of ttui baby to be given to each mother.’ 

The principle of the non -surrender of a fort should he 
instilled into all soldiers horn lliri day they join. A good 
soldier knows lhal he niiisl be the first to lay down his life for 
his (TjinUry In wm% and reniombers during the whole of a 
campaign that success is founded on ri dear appreciation of 
the principle of self- sac lilice l)y all, from ConimauderdmChief 
to private soldicns 

War is a death suimuons. 

Death is the soldier’s crowti. 

Every soldier — that is, iu the true sense of the word;, one 
who is willing to di(i in the struggle— sees in death the highest 
end of his calling. I>y this feeling lie exalts the moral of his 
comrades to an extent which ensures victory in the end. 

Under the circumstances of modern war it is more than ever 
ncf'.essary that this spirit should be iustilled into the individual 
as well as into the mass, for the surroimclings of a modern 
battle are more harrowing than tlicy wore in old days, vSnccess 
in war will be to that side in which tbi.s feeling is mosl deep, 
which is best CQuipped, and which possesses the most skilful 
and heroic leaders. 
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IS bHuM riiic Uis k iai. Ki'Tdut hn ini: KwaN'I'iin 
rouTKi.i.s AuTU.rj.R^, r,v Maior (A-ni-kai Hibf.v, 
],ATM.V CoMMANlSNt; I’tIR l^'ounUSS AkDM.IKV IN 
l^nrr Ar'Isihu (suni\irnMf Arrru mmii C’.Ari'rur a’i K)n)A 

WniiN hoslililios ('onHncnr(‘(l at PoU Ailluii, iR^iUuM llu' 
rnp,int‘c'i nor ailiilcsy ]n('pai'a(ions lni <lelVnr'o wri t' (’ninphUcd, 
jukI i)acl hunit^dly lo I)a (airi^al onL 'I'o mala: (*lnar lunv 
;,otnn of (h(^ urtillnry positions (ami' into I'jfiinj; mnsls 5>omti 

Iti fijoa a spni iai ('oinmiiti/o (»at* hy ouPi of iho. (Mfunn 
(loniiiuuulina J)is(ntt, iu ^ndov to vvmk out a tlidoni n 
'a homo [or ilw^ (,lisUi( I mu! [on l\at Aulun ilsclh Aftci 
n)S|;)cr[ions of tho jttoiuul, nanit'd out in uko’J and (his 

CoiunuUco doA'ldod U) allot atliiUay units to Iho IVdluwinj^ 
|>kua\s : 

{a) yiiK'how: somn ^oriln!^!l aUilhny, in Iho old f'liinnsr. foU 
at tlu^ motiil) (d iho, Piaodio, lo protni 1 (lu*. rntnun is 

(/;) ( )ahiy itnd I'aHruwau: soino (ndd battrtlrs, io ]uoU'(l 
tlie nuno holds in d alicnwan Pay. 

((') Khirlum: twoIviiliathumsiAosluiidc iho mmnyV^ invasion 
of tho ptminsula lluotiidi tho nmrow iKudc botar-ou Khiiujoxn 
(Hand) and Kinnhon Iluys. 

"riic udvamaul posiUous ol Nanj^alin and \Voll‘n llillti worn 
tiaU'd for Hold baltnrieis IMaur^ wnm machi lot luUlloiy oin- 
placomnnbnnnnodiatoly in fvouioftlu^ Imtlu'sson fkuidun shan 
ridge, on the height near the tomplo ol Miansan. 

On (inncral lUelyVi nuaunnunulatlon it war. prijposnd in 
supplement our own artillery by the following guns, taken 
by ns front the Cdduosn in 1900: One 28-'CentinuitreJ two 
i»4-centimetro, iwm 2i'‘<‘entim6lre, font x^o-milHumtrej (Avtj 

'i* Fi^urof^ art^ Riven exactly lu in the HuporS 
1‘ h'ov table of Ftitijjh eqttivfilerUti nm p, 3 t>.*s 
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i5(>millinietrc, Uveniy-ciglit 87-milUmelie, more than twenty 75- 
millimctrc, and ten 57niiilliiuetre. We had enough ammunition, 
spare parts, and gear to render the greater pari of those guns 
uholul, and work upon ibeir repair and preparation was started. 
For Ihc r'jo-millimelve, 87-millimclro, and 57-mitlimetre, a 
supplemoutniy older for sliells, fuses, etc., was in 1903 placed 
in Germany (with Krupp), However, wlien war broke out some 
of these gims were not ready owing to deficiency in accessories, 
etc., and so were nol mounted in position, but were placed in 
reserve ; but the 87- and 75-millimelre guns for Talicnwan 
Bay and the Kinchou position wore allotted. 

General Biely, foreseeing that an enemy, by taking up a 
position with their ships behind Liao-tieh-shan, would be able 
to shell the harbour and town with impunity, suggested that 
one 28«ceiitimetrc and two 24- centimetre Chinese guns should 
1)0 tnounled on the top of that hill Idns was not agreed to by 
Lluj Commit lee, as they considcied .such an operation by the 
Japiancse lleot to be improbable, and because they were alarmed 
al tlie diflicuUy and cost of the proposal Similarly, the Com- 
mittee rojocLed his recommendation for inonntmg these guns 
elsewhere on the shore fronC-for instance —in the group of 
balteries on Cross Hill. 

Later, after the outbreak of war, the Viceroy gave orders 
that a 2d"Ccntimetre gun should be mounted on the Kinchou 
position; but tliisS was not done, as it was not ready up to the 
tijne we abandoned this position. As will be seen later, this 
gun, as well as others, were afterwards got up into position on 
Liao-tieli-aban and Cross Hill. 

In X902 also, as soon as ihc scale of armament had been 
seillud, (lOneral Bioly laid great stress upon the. early provision 
of a proper fortressaclcplionc system, of observation stations, 
of accurate maps of the neighbouring ground, and of all the 
apparatus necessary for accurate shooting and fire observation ; 
but, from varioiiH causes nol under liis control, matters hung 
lire lill the end of 1903, when authority was obtained to raise 
tho requirnd sum by selling a quantity of the Chinese artillery. 
Orders wore then at once placed with Krupp, Kuust and Albers, 
and others, for such articles as could not be procured in 
Arthur, whilst other material, such as telephones, wire, insu- 
lators, otc., were bought locally. By the time war broke out 
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ilils uiiiterial luicl not arri\(‘(l, \vlii' li pu‘\(‘nf('(l tlu' in<o(n,llatuin 
nj H uinv lolo}>lK)lUi syst^Mll, 

Tho Avuii luMion ol out llcni luul naimally uol Ikm'h antn ipalinl 
ill tlio orifpnnl cl(‘tVnt'c s(“lir'nu^ ; aiul LIk' idt'a ol innnnlin<< 
naviil jpins on ahuir io Mjppk'unnil llic land a.nnanuMil only 
took nhap(^ ai t<!r (Iio nilt ^ lu’iiU^au^ .and htilhuhi \v(a(', 

datnapedon lUn tn^^liiof l‘kdniuu} H. M)o.),:ui( 1 tluna oiukaniird 
to a [)tolonpa’d iiuu ii\ily, 'Tiio hnsi pioptu.'d was to inoiml 
four of llio /w7<v;’6a//’.s t^-iin h (2;uio( piinr, on 1 riao lidi almn, 
wlana;, hiin’o UiiMniddlc'. oi Man Ip Iwai f* iinii ((tH ( svl,j kutioss 
:pm:i luui boon in [)osilioii, Tin' nuniipy nl liiis hill Inul 
l,H!on shown (o Itr ix'u'siiaiy wluai iln^ onoiny’s ships jroiu 
lishind it :,hol.ltal 'ripoi's I'all lharunada, and f)iu' :-)iips in 
th(‘ vViuJoui ha^iin on Man h (o, >>y 'p and A[)}il i j, Ailnt 
llKa.t' fpniP had iK'on tnoitnind and hiph auph' (nt^ tmnn nnr 
sliips in ihn. wi'sinrn basin had hissi shnlial, Iho cauany’s 
thadonusad this iiond>ai dnuait. inainniii nt (1\(' l'‘urU(,u,a 

was uiilnradY iniH h iUvo)i|;Lliia)o(l liy tho addit ion o( ilu^so pims* 

'riinir a!lo(in(ail to Ijnlloiit';! wai, d( (ddnd hy i in tunstaiH ts». 
d1u'. hdiu'h a!id r?o inillinndu’ pons, brinjt jioivialnl and lia\inj*, 
lonp lanpo, wta'o plaof'd on (hon(' poitU:^ wiiom i* Ihny i'onld 
land .aita< h thn (aunnyV. slnjM' pnns. ddu' .py ndllinninp 
V/-inil)irn(‘lnn {iiid othia sinalltn jptnia waan plaual in lln^ 
(ina liiu' in lliu inUa lUt'dia.le wotks and \n Iho ihjulun- 
bnhvofai iluaii, ptim ipally witli a vir'w io T('i)odliiui assaults. 
1 ''k< (pA llu' /jjpinrl\ lIarano\ssky, tlusso /pms only had oonraion 
iduil), but lhaii acounuy^ iat)idity ol Inap tind tho abnrulatue of 
Htovo!) for Ihnnp ukuIo thorn i.uitaldo for ihia ])Utpusr, dlu* 
75 -nulliinetro p.utui vvtati (old oil’ to (ho hist and a('<otul line's 
as attxiliary annainoiU apdiiusL I ho, (aanny's insuost tdopo and 
field hatteriofj. 

ddiis syplein of allolnuaU of naval pans was tad \oiy j.iiiJrily 
adhtnaaUuj for ii was foil tbal Utoy woio only Itad lianpotarilya 
and would havo to bn ndnnaid ilina |[y iho ships* lopaiis vaao 
t'oinpletotb b'or this loataup and Owiui^ to tho atnioty itJ 
mount tlaun as tpik kly us pohsil>lo (ni ai'oount ol lito ononiyk* 
rapid advance, the (Vinoh C,atid iptas wnr? niomdod on aoparain 
bailoTOs, nowly bniU for llnun, and on umM uf the forir* lutd 
pnsiiions as were rainphdal. It was not sentnd; aiul latot, 
when the Japauoho iiuKan io pound the forUi coniaininp, liutsc 
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fifuns, they were cifc once silenced, and it was \cry difficult to 
remove and replace thoai, 1 1 was in bome cases impossible 
owing to tile destruction done by the enemy’s lire — for mstancej 
when the bridges over the ditchcb were damaged. 

The fortress bowii:<:ers were not mounted in accordance vvith 
the authorized armament table, though the character of the 
groiuul tendered them essential. The 6-iiich howitzers were 
of hUlc use, having only a shoil range ; for this reason General 
Sminiofl otdcicd eight rj-inch coast howitzers to be mounted 
in two balLcries on the land side. They were ialccn from the 
coast haitcrics, where they had been f[uite idle, and were 
mounted in rent of the first line, from which position they did 
c'^ccllcal worh against the eiu'my’s siege batteries, approaches, 
and places of roncenfiaticm. They were of the greatest use up 
to the end nl the siege. 

For (ho twenty b-'ineb (.|3 cwt.) guns (latest pattern) which 
arrived in the I 'Tr tress in March and the twenty- one carriages 
(1877 pattern) new batteries rvero built. The carriages had to 
bo adapted to the guns, but it was a very difficult operation and 
not successful, and lliey were continiuxlly under repair. 

On the laud front new batteries were being constructed right 
up to the end of the siege, to lake either fresh guns from the 
Heed or repaired Chinese guns, and whenever the plan of 
defence was cdianged the guns again had to bo nio\ed. 

Most of the heights round Port Arthur on whicli the forts 
and bail erics settled on by the Committee (which had drawn out 
Ihe scheme for the annamenl of the Fortress) were placed wore 
sloping on the outer side, while on ihe iunot: they ran sharply 
down into deep ravines. It was, therefore, almost impossible 
to site those bail cries to siioot well and yet to keep thorn con- 
cealed. If they were placed near Llie top, there was very little 
ground in rear of the guns, and they were visible ; if they were 
placed further hack and down the renr slope, all idea of shelling 
the approuf hes up the front slope would have to be given up. 
'J’his was the reason why pormancnl batteries ami foiiilkm 
tions wore placed on open ground where they were visible to 
the enemy, and why guns wore mounted in the open on ihe 
pennanent forts. 

reserve of guns was originally inLendod to be organized 
by units of artillery, but in April it had to be broken up to arm 
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guns, they were afc once silencexl, and it was very difficult to 
remove and replace them. It was in some cases impossible 
owing to the destruction done by the enemy’s fire — for instance, 
when the bridges over the ditches were damaged. 

The fortress howitzers were not mounted in accordance vvith 
tlie authorized armament table, though the character of the 
ground rendered them essential. The 6-inch howitzers were 
of little use, having only a short range ; for this reason General 
Smirnoff ordered eight rjdnch coast howitzers to be mounted 
in two batteries on the land side. They were taken from the 
coast batteries, where they had been f[uite idle, and were 
mounted in rear of the first line, from which position they did 
excellent work against the enemy’s siege batteries, approaches, 
and places of concenlration. They were of the greatest use up 
to tlie end of tlu^ siege. 

For the twenty 6-inch (43 cwt.) giuis (latest pattern) which 
arrived iu the Fortress in Marcli and the twenty-one carriages 
(1877 pattern) new batteries Avere built, The carriages had to 
be adapted to the guns, but it was a very difficult operation and 
not successful, and tlmy were continually under repair. 

On the laud front new batteries were being constructed right 
up to Iho end of tlie siege, to take either fresh guns from the 
licet or repaired Chinese guns, and Avhenever the plan of 
defence was c.hanged the guns again had tO be moved. 

Most of the heights round Port Arthur on which the forts 
and liatterics settled on by the Committee (which had drawn out 
the scheme for tlie armament of the Fortress) were placed Avere 
sloping on the outer side, Avliile on the iunei: they ran sharply 
down into deep ravines. It was, therefore, almost impossible 
to site these batteries to shoot well and yet to keep thorn con- 
cealed. If they were placed near the top, there aviis very little 
ground in roar of the guns, and they were visible ; if they were 
placed further hack and down the rear slope, all idea of shelling 
tim approaches up the front slope would have to be given up. 
This Avas the reason Avhy permanent batteries and fortiika- 
tlous 'were placed on open ground where they were visible to 
tlie enemy, and why guns -were mounted in the open on the 
pennanerit forts. 

The reserve of guns was originally intended to bo organized 
by units of artillery, but in April it had to be broken up to arm 
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now pointr-. Lnlcr on another rescrvo was (brrnccl of guns 
Ironi tiic miattaokcd lori: (lank tlio western front arul froni, 
the central wall. 

d'he Clhncsa,i wall, which played sucli an important part in 
the derenco, merits some deseriplion. Along (he. lino of old 
Cljincse batteries, from A oj) to Tumr/lns Ikattery, the 

Chinese had built a contiimons nuul wall -a dense mass of 

clay revetted witii stone r4 feet thick at lK)(;tom, and 2 to 

4 feet thick at lop. It was toi hiet Ihgl), and, had a l)an<|uctto 
all along the inner r>ido ; the (alter laid a slope of about 
Whore tlio roads from tlic town passed througlcit had traversed 
openings and gun emplae.e/inents. I'licro wore tliroe mch 
oponiiifps o,n the cavSl:crn front-'-'-ad A Jikatlcry^ Wollks iiaU.czy, 
and in the ravine between h'ort ,l'h:’h 4 ung'«!'dia,n and Fortihea-* 
tion ,No, 3, I;jefbr(?i t(ie war no one dreamed of this wadi being 
of use, and not only was it not l-ropt in reptiir, but in plac.es 
stones and earth were talani fi'om it. U ovzaitually [noved 
most valuable ; it is doubtful if wo (.'onld without it have 
managed to ropuhu^ so successfully some of tlu; assaults, Wlum 
the eastcrzi front was nummal, GrmenU Szoinioff had the 
wall repiured and loophohaJ ; r^ipliuter proofs and l„sui>el:t(;s for 
iha guns were tun it, and siualt guns for r(‘>pnliung attacks •svere 
mounted. It was fropueutly hammered liy th(‘ encvmy'r; |>;uns, 
even by their i onncli howiiia:U’s, but little real dainago was 
done to it, and to the (md ilm ruicuuy could not drive us back 
from it or brc^adi it beyozul la^.pair, Only a snudl portion of it 
near |‘’rlnhnig^-slJ(U'i wai:i ab^andornui just l>efore llze cHfzitn- 
lation, and this was done I)y General ib,n‘khi order, l>vu was 
not really necessary. 

The fediowing fcalrles !>eai* witnos.s to tlie state of t!u3 Fortress 
on the outbreak of liostilities : 
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Slwhnnff Hit Auihoii.cii Avmamani ^75 laid down by ilie Conmiiice 
in fcjuo, iDid Lhc Guu^ actually in the Forfyes!> on Janaary 14, 
190 },. 


Nalnre of 


lo-inch ol 1877 
9 inch of 1877 
f)-lnch (]uick firing Canol 
(i-inch of 1877(0!' f)8 cwt.) 
fMUch of 1877 (01*43 cwL.) 

floavy gunei o( 1877 
Lig’hl field 
57“inillimotro coast 
57-inillimotrc caponier 
nrinch howit^^ons of 1877 
9-inoh howitzers of T877 
h inch field howiti^cni 
3 -line ni rich in e-guns ... 

'Fotal 


Number, 


Authorised, j 

Actuals. 

10 

5 

J 2 

12 

20 

20 



I 3S 

18 

1 28 

34 

1 12 

12 

! 2JJ 

146 

! 24 

28 

! 

0 

' ro 

10 

3 '" 

.)-! 

j 2 b 

24 


3 -^ 

1 bi j 

1 

4 o’' 


TaBT.)'' fl. 

Slwwhify AUohmnt of Gim on Works on January 14 , 1904 - 

In conscrpienrciof iheconvoTsioiiRand alterations in progress, 
tlui coast lialteiios alone bad their armament. There weio 
eighteen! coast batteries-'- IN os. i, a, 3, 4, 3^ 7? 9 ? Ariilleiy, 
TigerV. Tail, Nos. ly, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 79, ao, 21, Two were 
being finished and armed— Nos. 6 and 16. 

^ JJy this tables tlie armament wos 201 guns short of its proper number, 
and of the 413 only 1x0 were mouxited. 

1 “ This doe's not exactly agree with the map supplied by the author.-*^ 
E. D. S 
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Moiinli'd 

Id ilK ll /pllV, * 

S 

<) ifif t yiin 

I ; 

h iin h t\ua t 

» ) 

( 1 iiu h d ifs ( a 1 . ) 

i » 

luilliua On f d,i.' t ",nun 

. Od 

i 1 d.iv y ... 

I 

[ I iu( h lid\v li an n 

Id 

0 ini ll ]ld^^ d zt'i ' 

’} 

1’dlal i OfUly )ui ;u lion 

I Id 


I iianj: 


'Vluiuiira. 

fnini h C'anol . , 


() iiuli hna il/ot n 

a 

1'd(,d 

I ; 


Ou tlio Ui\1 li oisl tHily ( \\H\ ihilln irs vv» \r :u lin'd : 

(i ( NiU(‘)y, f> l)u h di (Om u , 

i'l (SAp|)nj ) I ^lUi'iy, d itu h dt ^ .j 

I'dUll pMU 1 l( <idy Idl lU tidll d 

p'dit 1 ond [\ (J^opo'd) l-iUidj'y and 1» iiaUfay \\<'io utuhn 
cnuo,Uu<Midin 

1 hf'Mt \Vino, lliduluuo only ni'iJiL fonv. iiioiadul oti tlm land 
flout 


11io n’luainlu^* [pmn wnio din(iil)Ulrd iu p.uk'^. lundlduif?, to 

sooUipi i>\ nnlionn, noai Un^ tndiaiod Itn wUii h ihoy wojo 

uHoftod Lt\ : 

S(riw)i 5: lor M)il t and Uio iulrnur'dialr I mI iioirs wrnu 
r.attnryo) and lint u l lm paik noar liaiiraid' uj and ai 
{[.inn (i iuih ol tdtai., oiojldmn lipht on 'Atiot'd i uiia;;oj., 
;uul oiy,hl inailviun 

Sixiiofi (> : f.ui iooUtoadon a 11i ku slivOi Milt, A aiul IJ 
Dalicrioi'i, iMniiiuailioti riii4uianodia!i and [dy, Mill* 

TbopaikiKjar the b'o iluuuuin iVont of IHp Mdl (nix bine h 
of 43 cwt.j sdx 57auilllnio1ro oationuu*, Iwoutytwo 041UH 
on wlu'cls, (dx Ji^ht nu <1|(!t( blncli (iald 

liuwU^aat) four raaohitioa^auia). 

Scefm 7: for Ifaglolt Kt^rvl, rtxu eAapnniovti of 
No'j. L and 'i, lAul Urhlun^j hIhu^ I'oUUkation ni hoad of 
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Writer Supply ivcxleubl., ['‘'oiUricnlion The parlc near the 
baruicb; of the yLli Conipaiiy (four 6-incli ol ^13 cwl., twoiily 
on wheels, four heavy, Lwu niachific-f^ims). 

Scciion 8: foi C and Ti lialteues and Sapper), 

holt .| and h'oi Ldiailion 4, d'he park near G ijalleiy (ei^hi 
hdtieh of /|3 rwL., si:: ^y-inllliiuetro caponier, 24 li^ht on 
wheels, lour machine fpins). 

Nation () : for iunts l rmd Chi kuan-shan, D JIaLtery and 
Salt Ikittery, imriiflcaiiou 5, and Redoubts 3, 4, and 5. The 
park near 1) Tatlery (six h-iiich of 68 cwl., two 57-niiUimetre 
caponier, six |v-lino, six niachiiie-^mns). 

In Sloyo ami in Ribrnm : in the park in the Chinese arsenal, 
56 li'‘iit t^unn on wheels; sixteen 6-inch field howitzers, eighteen 
42dinc guns, fourlt'cn inachhuvguiis, four heavy guns. 

Thus it wa‘i iiitendtid to luouul another 244 guns and 
38 inachine-giins on lire batteries and intermediate works so 
soon as these wore suflicic'iitly advanced to rereivc them. 

ddui roidral magazines, being nicroly Ciiinesc brick buildings, 
were in no way shed 1-proof ; but of the miiricrons section 
magazines required to store anmuinition, spare parts, etc., for 
Ihe dccenlralizod supply, only four had been Iniilt and taken 
ov(u ftoin the cnginefjrs in iudnuatyg 1904 (two on the sea 
front, 'riger's Peninsula and ilattery xy ; two on the land front, 
Big 1 fill and C Laltery). 

Taulu hi. 

The foUowing were the shells in the Fortress on January 14 , 


(iruns. 

Sliclla 

1 e-inch 

7 yo 

{pinch 

. . 2 ,m) 

6 f rich Caned 

• ■ ■ 4 .'J 5 ‘ 

6~inrh (68 cwl.) 

■ ■ r 7 , 5 i?' 

6-inch (43 c\Ml) 

■ to, 45c) 

42“ line guns 

... io, 9«5 

i lea vy guns 

2,409 

Idght guns 

... 41,-227 

37-millimetre coast 

... 24,078 

57-inilliinetre caponier 

3,210 

u-incli liowjUor 

. . . 2,004 

9-inch howitzer ... 

... 7,819 

fidncli field howitzer 

... 11,981 

Cartridge aises for macbinC’gunB 

957*615 

24— 



1/ 


1 /7 [ \/)/ N /? 


1 W M ( \ 

( ll^^u ili Ml (i ui ^ , hi ( , j) M (ui t , inh hr 1 km oi y 

|{)U into (CMJ !clf I xi 10T1, Ok iolh)\ in \ tu loinih pi j 


} un m llu 1 oitu 1 oi^ l.hr rmibu il% nl ii 


{ nn) 

1 nin ) ) ( I ( am 

TO nu h f un 

I 

f) nu h un uul ho'A U < i 

1 1 

0 nub i am 1 pun 

1/ 

b uu' li pun (I) M Vv 1 ami | ^ r wl ) 

! 

,| and In a\ y pun , 

./‘> 

y/ mdhnu li c c oa l uinu 

()r ) 

lUilhuu I) rM ipduu i 

' \o 

I A (Id fu Id 1 vins 


I T uu h hn'A il n m 

\ U J 

() nu 1) fu hi liou a 1 1 

,( ir \ 

1 1 ) tlu^ ii hllr 1 y Ml \ M im llu u \ < k loi 

llu ^ im h i\\\u k 

(u inp fu Id lU t dh t y pun 


t tth ulut' i i r 


Donble a( tion Ui/r 

1/7 

Oi mnall /tminunUiun thmi \Vf le 


( 

It In Im 

3 Uuo idle I 

pC * i p /ii 

^ Inu^ ie\i')lvei 

f b d ' 

p j hm me (iK c { 

u!S/ 

p lnu 1 h u\ in 

1 

CdniK' e 

’ 1 ^ pr) iH 


Sinr^'llu (hUc al rnu Uknv( f)sri INnt \iShn)i, jiulKultUly 
rlnnnf^ tluMlisnuU'i^ ni ( Inihi. UMimi litM i{)no, llu di})l(nuAtif 
sky hral nt-vm lieni UMily Hint, nud d\ kinn < Uir^ pidUital 
buunucU*i alU'nuUrtl bciwis^i tlu ' c4 km * ami ^ stouu ' In 
rcjo^^ iL wris Inst and tin u la pt drsulily kdlmfp 

which Musol \\h (o thmk ctuou ly oi foUilymi** I’oU AUliur^ 
not as hevoloiujti^ hy Uilk Atiil i oiUMpiHtdnnms hnl by 
tlcocliu 

Gcnoral Vetunmloi, head ui tlm liiifpmH’t n^paEtmnnh 
rendered no mnteual a^sisUmO, IJo mdy i^i^aily delayed 
maliors^ which had been pt actually docKied on, by linsh 
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proposal^^ and wiLh details; luit Uic visit oi General 

KuropaLkin, the War Minister lo the place in 1903, gave a 
great impulse lo alfairs. After being three weeks in Port 
Ajtbur he made himself acquainted with all tlie details on the 
sjjul, inspected all the proposed fortilicatioiis, gave great 
oiK’ouragcnicnt tn us, and ordetod ceitain changes to be made. 
The most imporlanl result of his visit, however, was that he 
cdi<L)igcd the order of building the cUrferont works laid down 
by the oiiginal authors of the scheme of defcnco, in accordance 
with their actual rcquirenicnls and importance, and gave 
orders for us lo set lo work at once siniultanoously on all the 
most impoitant. 

Amongst other things, lie thought it advisable to strengthen 
the snmmil of Pa~ku-shan l)y building a block-house for 
100 men with two or four quick-liriiig guns in a caponier for 
Hanking tlic approaches to the main line of works and lo the 
lull itselb lie aLso thought the height near the temple behind 
the village of Siu-shuing should be strengthened lo cover the 
approach iuto I ho valley of the Luudio, and to command the 
village. A blockdujuse with two guns was to l)e placed on tho 
near peak west of I'orl that the foot and slopes of the 
fiills, on which this foil war, Iiuilt, might he shelled, and 
a Ircnch was to ('onncct up fort and hloclvdiouse. lie con- 
sidered the inlerval bolwceu Fortification 5 and Fort Frh- 
lung~shan Loo great, and said an intermediate work should 
ho made on the summit of the height in front of Fort 
lirh-iimg-bhan. To distrihale the defence beyond this Fort 
by occupying Anglo Idill and points D and E (liigli and 
Long riills), he did not conceive Lo be possible wilhout 
greatly weakening the garrison. Bui the sudden outbreak 
of war compelled us lo diverge from much that had been 
intended. 

In an order of the Viceroy’s, dated February 9, iqdz], the 
Fortress was declarod lo be in a slate of siege, and three days 
later the reserve men began arriving. According to the 
artillery mobilization scheme, thiee weeks was supposed to be 
suiriclenl for this arm to be ready for war. But the Com« 
niilteo of i)ofenco of the Kwantun District, to which this 
scheme was uubmUied, expressed the opinion that the mobb 
Hzatiou would take two months. It was indeed lucky for us 
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(fir ( nnny did lud ,lU,( rijd a Irinduif^ iii ri",(0(i (Ir' 
oi du' l()i[)(tK> (ilia* k , lull lluy t,iuli<nis and noiir loo 

((tUiin of lIunuiKt, al (liat Innr, aiul juob.ibly Ihou/dil us 
sli (>ii';iu I lirUi \vi w 1 i ( . 

j\i all (\(nls, l(ji liiornKjidli ( lii y no diM isi V( ;ution 
on liiiul, wliu li (iril)l(d ns fn dls lo uiolnli \ llir i»ain'(?n, 
UHiMvr Os(MV(^s» nmiuliou 1 uud sn|)|)li( s f'' lonnd .iitd 

to diuw np M lirnio loi Ihi' (oi 1 ilji .dion nod d<drnM' ol (hr 
I'orlu'us DU laud, aiul paiUy.d'tu honi '-ra ; nud mm oiuliy, lo 
l-»(d sonu' kunwlodr/’ ol, aiul hr abli' lo rippn < latr tiu. woith 
ol tI)o t'luimy and ol oui ^idvrs. lu Uu^ fijdds a( Kmrlum and 
on llir advaiii (Hi posilious llir niK'niy did nul ('v!rd)il any 
t' \lt aoidiiun y luavfuy oi ‘upruoiily (nu i uu. On Ihr < on 
tiaiy, wliat unn ' liovvn u)) wn/ oui iindiilUy lo ('nra‘;r IIumu 
and diivr Uuho Ihk K 

Om lu Id htur, (nnrial loHK,luuin ni.ido a dipju 

al(rinj)t lo mnrl llir ( iiruiy on (lu ])o dion ixfoir Knuhoiij 
(|nh Idy nitlidiru. on lo llu^ pnpiod po dion iIm ) 1 , and 
lluup liHMiip It) .t dll in riHUtu lu>(u , viiul lo'-l nil d. 
jpnr. ol po.itKui and li.iiUiUM at I ><dny and A du tnvaiij 
ndlrrd tnoic* than ^o\^ ird \tduo,aud t^Miipird a 

nlumi; (in llu‘ lojHrpapUu d mo (') luil loiu; po- ilion altun; 
llu' Inlls Upda^y, t^u^ni an. I’ni ihr ir 

linnl lioin luar alno on [uly jo l.o tin loulirHS woikn, (U)[ 
driondinjf Uir poalion on ^Voli’n HdlU) vdmli had to a 
(Hudain r-^lcaU bum loi lilun!, and width d had lirtndiHadrd 
lo hold. 

All lluj h>i Ihr dohau t id Kaaidun in «^;rianal, ainl 

o( borl Aiduu in p;uli<idas wlduli had (hhh nuulr out in 
pnacn-iinua had to lu^ aliaudonrd <ji altrital nl iUd oulhiruK ol 
war, aiul nil thoM* who drrw up ihoM’ mIhuium and woio 
ludjnng t() (any tlunn out loR the disltit I whii h was tlridhu'd 
lo bn the aiuua oi a lonp; and lilnody sltu((i;la. Thr bulJi<uu 
Uni inunUnd (lulnurn was dim Lo Iho hush ardf^iln wiiu apprated 
on tlxu J^nenn and ilu^ plans nnuU' out by ilnnn* Diuind piiiiL 
of January and all h'cbniary ihr arininp, uf Oui land woiks and 
of two coast baltcrieh (hand i(i) \van fnaapadhally aiul iu< on 
sjatUly carried on, cldtdly by nif(hlv I'luj vyork was (?ften inUn 
ruplcd by the cneinyks bomliardniuni and alicmpts to Idotdc 
the harbour, 
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The lollowiiij^r ,c>iuis were received In |auuary and Tel)ruary : 

d iiK li y^Lius (.| 3 cwL.) ... ... ... 20 

O-iueh field howitzers ... ... 2 

Xy niilliinelro (duneso gaiic (selected) 20 

Troiw the Fleet : 21 inch guns... ... 15 

3diuc Maxims 23 

ill February tlu‘ following wore sent Lo the lort at Yinchovv : 

I odicer, 72 men. 

4 bunch guns (.j3 owl.). 

8 liglit held guns. 

My March the land vvoiks had been armed as follows: 


No. I . 

hunch guns (0^5 cwL) <\ 

Liglit guns 

Machine-guns ... . . ... ... 4 

FoL'kot troughs 3 

OJnm Capumr No. i. 

idgjii gnus ... I 


JuiHiplciUion No, . 1 . (Danger Hill), 
lj{;lU guns 4 

A BaUny. 

bunch guns (.j3 cwt.) d 

Tdghi guns 4 

Mnehuunguns x 

Kodeel troughs 3 


Fovtijkatmi No. 2, 

bunch Iteld howitzers ... 
Light guns 


7/ haitevy. 

b^iuch guns (68 cavL.) 

Light guns 

Rocket troughs 


2 

4 


4. 

2 

3 


Fovi No, 2 (Cdii-kuan-shau)* 

Idght guns 4 

Machine-guns 3 





Arpi^'Ni)i\ n 


(>/’<;/ ( apouu't No. \ 

Lif;bl fjuilfi 

LPt/c h.{Vih \ Ni's( r>(fllr}\’. 
.) » lino fjnnb 

Kin’\>p(ifkin Ln'triir. 

]| lb bl l/('i . 

Sy onilliniol 1 0 riiinr-o Urld ';invi 

h'eiloiihi No, { . 
r(uJib ■ . 


Ni'flouhl No. 

(hinch liobi lu)vviL/.(Mb 

Ixarnio 7 iroi h. 

I'oii No. 3 (luh luuf; shiLii). 
i) in^ li (| M wl. ) 

l\la< hiiu‘ ^uir. 
lvo< kot (i ... 

iUitliie Ni'tliny, 

Li^;hl [Mins 

/ oviijiM\ttou No. 3 . 

i ;;inib 
iMat hnir 

Kot k(‘( (uait;lr , , 

'I'ninnUi^; (Satiny, 

.|.^linn 

b4nrji i\N6 liowitziu’i 

Light 

Macliino-giinj 

Cdiminy liaiti)yy, 
*i';?.4iuc g'Uiiii 

LIgiH 

64iich liovvilKt^ns 

Machiuc-giinr. 

Ijfmy Jitpgi'd Nath'yy. 
0-incb Hiild bu wil/.orr* ... 
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C Batfryjf. 

G-inch (.|3 cwl.) 

‘1 

(i {Sapper) Bailciy. 

() 4 iK:h gims ((i-S ewi,) . , 

4 

I\lnclnini-,‘',nnL’. 

2 

lioi l<t^t ... 

‘2 

t'oi'l No. -1, 

LiglU gniUi 

6 

Machine 

2 

Rocket plaLfornis 

2 

Balicry near Fori 4. 

()-inch lieJd liowilzers ... 

+ 

J^PvtiJicalm No, 4, 

.1241 no [;uns 

3 

Li|jhl guns 

5 

lVIachiiie4(nmi 

2 

h’oeket 

2 

7 i'll T Vi nek. 

LlfjlU 

2 

knvr ixedvuhL 

Li{;hL gun:. . 

2 

Rear lUiikry, 

64 lie h licld howilmi; 

4 

Lif.;hl guny 

•i, 

Fovl No, '3. 

LiglU gunj; 

5 

Naval IJaninovyky gnnt? 

2 

JMaclimevgnni-; 

2 

Racket troughji 

2 

Pigeon IhiUery, 

Light guns 

2 

j'jaraiiovsky gnus 

I 

/) lUtkvy. 

6-inch guns (uH (uvt.), all votuul lire .. 

6 



irrrNn(\ n 




I aithti ) 

Ko( Ivi I 1 1011“ h 


I l(h:h htUii i \ 

I ) i) ino\ \uu 

Ixtilo'fh! No, 

I vif,ht i;un 


I t<i No ‘j. 

Inw nuns 

luiTuniA ky \\\n^ 

Mux Iniu 'Mill . 

\ix)\ \\i { liuui’h > 


iVn ' I ill (In \ 
u UK li ( I p svl ) 'uin^ 


/n { iil'l. 

f Ujulii f;nn , 
l\lu< lULK 


liliiUhid luiUny^ 

luf'jll \\\UV, 

hott No. (( 

litu [MdlS 
iarjit ;•tlll 
M»u hina kuh^ 


Snii noiir,y» 


Wtilfi ll o/j iNfiriy, 

{J{(litKuns , , . 

K(k kol tnm|:;hh , 

I>}f fJn^ Liyhlhimt on LuW'^tuk^shmh 
6-indi 

Bnnmovdty 
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Scn( lo the J lays --Pigeon y Louisa^ Ton Ships, Shaopiugliw, 

Lnihwan-iidij tmd Taklie. 

Druanov^.ky 


IVIricImir-n^ujjs , , 

’ • ■ 3 

On the RedoubT^ of I ho Ciulml 

Wall. 

l)y Uic slau^^bier lioUvSo 

2 light guns 

No. 1 (Ar(illory) 

n 

No. 2 (fin^^ineer) 

.. 

No. 3 (Sapper) 

No. /j (i’owcku') 

2 „ 

2 .|2-linc guns. 

[>cl\vccii llaltci'iej:, 20 and n 

10 light guns 

Summary. 

Huis, hy Murcdi x.] there wore niounUKl r 

eady fur action on 

the land front : 

b'iiif'li (.) j tnvl. ami h8 cwU) 

and 

42.4 inc guns 

. . . 60 

Light field gujis . .. 

... 126 

Daranovslcy guns 

... 13 

87-1x1 ill iiTiclro Chinese field jgias 

... 4 

0 inch Held howi t^ors ... 

... 24 

34ine inachiiic-guus 

... 30 

Total 

... 259 

Oil the sea front, the t'ullowing guns taken from the ships 


had licen luoimlod oppDsilo the entrance lo the inner roads ; 


Lighthouse Laltery 
Go id on Hiii Battery 
Llc( trie Cliff 

Battery i6 

2 120-iuillimclre guns 
2 t20-nvilliiuetre guns 
2 37-niilIimctre guns 

5 Canot guns 

1'otal 

1 1 


Total on sea front and in Bays : 


Gun.s 

Machine-guns 

Grand total in Fortress : 

... » . . M , 

• 37 
‘ 3 

Guns 

Machine-guns 

::: :: 

■ 

■ ' 33 
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( )i .uinmnuluni, t\\\ UatUnirs nu j,iiul lujnl fuul .’no cuxl 
oij tlu' wri hoi)l .’(HI (II {(Kt (omuls |)m ;;iin k'.uIju Mu’Umvuc 
.tlso j{) u H k( 1 1 1 on (hs on 1 lis !oi nw i , 

'I'lu' \vliol{' |U i mu k 1 (^1 flu' lo)(u s V. il h U';sU(l (o .0 iilh'iy 
Wd 1 di\ i(!i (I .IS lollo\s 


S('( [inn 1 , 
Sot ii(Hi * 


Scsmion 

Stskioii 

SCMklOll 


(u) Snf / ft’ili. 

k(\ lots I und ’ 
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APPEJSfDIX IV 


Munitions of War. 

As re^^ards the stores in the Fot tress, (ho following extracts 
from a letter from Major-General Biely, Coinmaruling the 
hAn* tress Artillery, to Major-General Kcintal, Inspector- General 
of y\.rtil]ory, sliovvs the true stale of a flairs : 

' Bho uiicxjxjclodness of the surrender of the I'ortress, and 
the rapidity with wliicli we were all sent into imprison mnit in 
japaii; prevented me from finishing a detailed report of the 
work done by the artillery in Iho Fortress during the siege, and 
sciuliiig it, as 1 intended, to the Artillery Department* The 
conditions of my imptisoninent stopped rny doing so after- 
wards. Up till now not a single ariillory cominaiiding ofiiccr 
who knows the actual stale of the artillery in the Fortress on 
tire (lay of the surrender, and can 3 ‘e])ort tho true stale of 
aflalrs, has leturned to Bussia. Meanwhile, howevorj a Royal 
Commission has boon appointed to iu vest! gate all the cirtaun- 
stances of the capitulation. Tlic details furnished to this 
Conunissioii about tlui artillery which 1 . have happemed to read 
in the pa[)crs, and In particular tlioso conunuiiicaicd by such a 
witness as Major-Geni^ral Reuss, are on the whole highly 
coloured, presinuably with a view to bulilUiug the artillery 
service generally and showing an iusufTiciericy of voseive slonjs. 
Judging from Hris and from what he has said to corrcspondcnls, 
Geucuil Reiiss apparently has sonic other object in view 
than that of inRrming tlio public of Uic true state of affairs 
in tho Jbirtress. Xt is tiol my intention to join issue, with 
him in the columns of a daily paper, but if such evidence Ls 
bcdlevecl, without proper inquiries being made of those who 
had to do with these matters, a false impression will be gained. 
At the Council of Wai" convened by General Siossel on the 
afternoon of Deceml)er sy, 1904, at which tvventyTive com- 
manders and officers were present, some members expressed 
ilio opinion that the dofonce could not be continued, basing 
their argnments on Lbo absence of necG.ssary artillery stores. 
At the time I protested against the matter being represented 
in such a wrong lighb ^ conceal my surprise that 

members should dare to assert ilrings in my prosenco of which 
they apparently cither had no knowledge or which they were 
purposely perverting. I based my statement on figures which 
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I had in my hand at the time, and I insisted on my opinion, 
which was entirely opposed to that which had just been ex- 
pressed. I pointed out that, in regard to ailillery stores, the 
Fortress had a sufficient quantity foi the struggle, and was in a 
state to be able to repulse another two assaults — perhaps more 
— and that if there were also sufficient food-supplies, then, in 
my opinion, the defence ought to be continued till they were 
exhausted. No one attempted to contradict me. On the 
contrary, I was supported by all the aitillerymeii, by my 
senior assistants at the Council (irman, MekhmandarofT), and 
by the Intendant of the Fortress, and a general conclusion was 
come to that the defence was to be continued, a portion of the 
defence line alone being reduced. . . . 

‘During the last days, up to January i, when wo were in- 
formed that a proposal for surrender had been sent to the 
enemy, things were in much the same state, especially with 
regard to munilions of war. If we look at the figures, we 
find that there were, counting the naval reserves, as many as 
180,000 shells. Of these there were about 1,000 rounds of 
9-inch, bigger calibre, and howitzer ; 6,800 rounds of O-mch 
and foiLy-two line. Of light and 57-miliimctre coast quick- 
firing (put ashore) there were 1,800. Of 57-millimelrc, about 
2,000. Of 75, 57, 47, and 37 tuillimelrc (for the naval guns 
mounted on the batteries) there were about 150,000, For 
3-inch quick-firing field artillery, about ^,000. In round 
numbers, not counting the 3 -inch quick-firing field-guns, there 
were about 14,000 rounds of shrapnel and x 0,000 rounds of 
common. 

< Although the guns were loss in number and woiso in con- 
dition than they had becnsi yet they were quite serviceable. 
The casting of shell for G-inch and 42-Une guns, the prepara- 
tion of fuses, of pyro.xyline shells, and the fusing of shell, were 
in full swing ; we were turning out 100 shells a day, and 
hoped to do more. 

< 1 consider generally that the tales in the papers about the 
deficiency of shrapnel, the unservxccability of the shells and 
guns, of the lack of fuses, etc,, are exaggerations, told on 
purpose to pul things in a light to justify the defence being 
cixt short. The question of surrender was one for the decision 
of the highest authorities, but I imagine they did not lack for 

3S7 25— a 
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irrelevant and incorrect reports. The papers can, of coxtrse, 
say what they like, but at a formal investigation official reports 
and more responsible and competent evidence will, it is hoped, 
be taken, and not that of those who allow themselves to be 
interviewed, . , . 

* To get at the true i)osition of affairs as regards the artillery 
in Port Arthur, it is not sufficient to look ineioly at figures; 
it is necessary to understand thorn. In this respect General 
Reuss is quite at sea, and it would have boon better if ho 
had not meddled with that of which he knows nothing and 
understands less. It is true that the want of powdcr> quick- 
firing fuses, and rangC'fmders was felt ; that naval shells were 
spoilt and had to be remade ; that naval common shell burst 
liadly, etc. ; but steps were taken to cope with all this, and Iho 
artillery service did splendid work. . . 


Garrison. 


As regards the garrison of the Fortress, General Siiiirnoff, 
its Commandant, gives the following details: 

' The strength of our troops on the day of the surrender 
was as follows : 

^ On the defences of the Fortress : 

* Bayonets (infantry and sailors) ... 12,500 

^ Artillery 5,000 

‘ Engineers 500 

^ Non-combatants in army 1,000 


* Total 19,000' 


There were 15,000 sick and wounded in the permanent, 
5,500 in the extemporized hospitals. Total, ^0,500 sick. Aa 

34.000 men marched to the village of Chilindzui as prisoners, 

5.000 of these niustffiave been able to walk 

This led to a curious contretenipa, for in the terms of 
surrender it had been stipulated that not more than 9,000 
men would march out. The Japanese had accordingly made 
atrang'ements to handle and ration that number, and were 
quite nonplussed whan they found that the 9,000 had in- 
creased to 24,000. While they were making the necessary 
arrangements to deal with these 15,000 extra mouths the exodus 
was stopped, and Smirnoff spent these last three days in his 
.jM quarter^j. , 

ilia)/, fM.,’ , i c ! I 
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AiDE-DE-Camp to the Cza.r, .Stcissel and 
SemenofF appointed, iSi 
Ammunition, Small arm, deficient, ^ ; 
blank, fired from big guns, 7 ; runs 
short at Battle of ICinehou, 73 ; esti- 
mate of expenditure of (up to Sep- 
tember 21 ), 196 ; waste of, 201, 219 ; 
amount available (December 8), 271 ; 
list of guns (on outbreak of war), 369 
Angle Hills, 106, 135; Japanese attack 
repulsed, 138 ; loss of, 166; anger of 
Smirnoff, 166 

Armament of the Fortress, 369 (Appen- 
dix II.) ; list of guns, authorized and 
actual, 369; allatment (in sections) of 
guns, 369 

Artillery, Kwantun Fortress, report on 
the, by Major-General Biely, 364 (Ap- 
pendix IL) 

ArtiUerymen, Russian, endurance of, 64 
Askoitf, the, J53 

Assaults, the great August, 183; of 
October 30, irg, 220; repulsed, 221 ; 
of November 24, 239 
Attack of blockers falls (March 23), 29 ; 
on Green Hills (July 26), 113 ei set/. ; 
of August 19, 16^ ; and subsec][ucnt 
days, 183 

B Battery, storming of, sao ; state of, 
230 ; assault of, November 2ci, 239 
Bayern, the, in action of April ta, 34 ; 

sinking of, 256 
Bazilevsky, General, 194 
Biely, General, 1, 29, 199 ; at last 

meeting of Council of Defence, 304; 
his opinion, 307 ; his report (after the 
war), 364 

Big Kagle's Nest, storming of, 322 ; 
loss of, 324 

Boevoy, the, loss of, xio 
Bogdanovitch, his absurd congratula- 
tions to Stbssel, x8 

Bombardment (naval) of February 9, 
7 ; March 10, 21 ; April 15. 
36 ; October, ad to apj SI9, aao, 
22 X 

(land), fears of, 103 ; Commences 
August 7, X40 ; system of, 148 


Bomb-proofs constructed by inhabitants, 
105 ; Stossel discourages, 106 
Borodatoff, Lieutenant, death of, tio 
Boyarui, the, 6 

Butusoff, Colonel, iu the defence of 
Green Hills (July 26], 117, 1X9 ; in 
the defence of 203 Metre Hill, 253 ; 
death of, 254 

Capitulation signed, 332 ; its eifect, 
332, 333 

‘ Caponier,' meaning of, xi (Preface) 
Cattle allowed to be driven away, 
Censorship of letters, px : of press, 

163. x8g 

Cesarevitch^ the, 96, 97, 133 
Chinese make military roads, 24 
Chinese Wall, the, x (Praface), 366 
(Appendix 11 .) 

Chi-kuan-shan Fort (Fort No. 2), bloody 
assault on (August 23), repulsed, 183 ; 
Japanese sap towards, 202, 210, sxi, 
213 ; mining operations, sxo, 2x4, 
2x3, 216 • SmirnofFs inspection of 
Iho gallery, 217 ; fires the oatnoii- 
fltit counter mine, 217 ; Fock's me- 
morandum on the surrender of, 347 
ef se/. 

Chkheydsey's battery, X13, xxg, X20 
Civilians attempt to leave Port Arthur, 
140 

Confidence increases imder Smirnoff, 

Confusion on otubreak of war, 4 
Coolies, Chinese, desert, 25 
Council of Defence (sec Defence) 

Dalny, confusion at, 45, 49 ; docks and 
quays not destroyed, 49, 82 ; nbandon- 
ment of the town, 81 ; retreat of the 
inhabitants, 82 ; eifect of Stossol's 
action, 83, 89 

Danger Hill, look-out station on, 164 
Darkness in Port Arthur, 8 
Defence, Council of, protests against 
.surrender, x8 [ meeting of Decem- 
ber 8, 265 ; Smirnoffs opinion at, 
266 ; Fock's arguments, 268 ; final 
mooting (December 29), 303 
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Defences, general description, x (Pre- 
face) ; neglect of, i8 ; grave detects 
in tlie original scheme of, 313 ; Kuro- 
patkin’s modirtcatioin;, 373 
Dia/w, tlio, 153 

Diplomacy, friilure of Russian, 3 
Dmnkaids, (logging of, ii 
Drunkenness, 158 


rCgoroffs balfeiy at Hattie of Kincfiou, 

63 

Klcctrio Cliff. 7 

Knclrjievsky, Lieutenant, .Stossol's treat' 
merit of, 19:1 

Engineer officeis— some did good work, 
j 62 ; others did not, 164 ; responsi- 
bilRy of, for loss of life, 164 ; inactivity 
and inefficiency of, 194. See also 
Sappers 

Engluncl, Russian uttitudo towards 
(before the war), sa6 

l!irh«limg“Shaii Fort, bombardment of 
(September 28), 201 ; assault of 
October 30 fails, 223 ; statir of, 230 ; 
assault of November 24, 239 ; anxiety 
about (December 15), 274; assault of 
December 18, 283 ; nliimdonment of, 
388 ; Foek responsible for, 288 ; his 
disclaimer, 289 ; .Smirnoif's message 
to Kuiopatkiii, ago ; etfect of Its lull 
on Lhc garrison, 3x0 


Fleet, Russian, Eortie of Juno 22, 96 ; 
disappointing result, lor ; sortie of 
August 10, 152 ; its fiulum, C53 ; 
State of (after August ro), 262 ; retro- 
spect of position of, 258-264 
Fleet, Japanese, o[^ens fim, 6 
Flogging of drunkards, it 
I dug, General, 6 

Fock,^ General ; his influence over 
Mtdssel, X3; his opinion of Japiinaso 
troops, 13 ; his neglect to fortify Kin- 
chou, 37 ; hig blundeis at Shnnshilipu, 
55 ; hm behaviour at the Battle of 
Kiuchou, 71 ; his Idea of fortifica- 
tion, 106 ; his message as to relire- 
meiu from Orccu Hills, X22 ; his 
behaviour there, 127 ; occupies Wolf's 
Hills, xag ; delays sending I’uinforce- 
ments on August 2si, 167 ; Hmiinoff 
threatens to remove him, i6g ; re- 
moves him from his command, lyt ; 
his rneitioraudum of Noveraber 3, 
327; its effect, 329; urges retire- 
ment from 203 Metro Flill, 347 ; ap- 
pointed to succeed Kondrateuko, 
280 ; reduces garrisons of the works, 
383 ; ' tho General of Retreati,' 385 ; 
at last meeting of Coancil of Defence, 
30/1, 306, 307; orders Gorbatov&ky 
to carry out abandonment of ihim 
position, 330 ; his memorandum on 


the surrender of Chi-kuan-shan (Fort 
No, 2), 347 ei w/, (Appendix I.) 

I'*ood, insunieieiicy of, 46 

Foieigneis, visit of the two, ao2 t;/ icq. ; 
its losult, 207 

Fort No. 5, boinbaulment of, 197 

Foit No. 6, construction ot, 134 

Fortification No, 3, assault on, 220 ; its 
fall, 310, 311 ; h'ock’fi order to evacu- 
ate it, 310 

I'crtilications (of Port Aitluir), rlUatori- 
ness in ooiu.tuiciiug the, 24 ; defects 
in schetne ot, 3x3 

I'k’oloff, Ivicutenaiu-Gencral, opinion ot 
Council of Dclence, 265 

Frontier Guards, thtu not made use of, 
48 ; ill the defence of Green lIilK, 

TT7 

A'////, tlie, damaged by mines, 51 

(hudson, its false sense of scomity, 1:3 ; 
takes to rolihery, 22 ; mobiliwauon of, 
37‘1 

GeniKiu Emperor's letter to his ufwal 
atlaclnS, i6t 

Gilgenheim, Captain, (jormun naval 
attaehd, murder of, r6r 

Gilia^t gunboat, us look»out, 26 ; in 
action of May 2, 4.1 

Golden Hill, 7 ; opens lite onTaknshan, 
142; ir-ineh howitzers on, i:<i5 ; pie- 
matiu’c bursts of iron sliolb, 165, 
X76 

Goi'batovsky, General, x ; liiJi energy, 
163 ; Foek accuses him falsely, 17 j ; 
at assault of Kikwansihan lAiri, 300 
et uy, ; at luKt meeting of Goimoil of 
Defence, 304 ; decides to IjoUl second 
line of delenee, 31:2 

Greoa Hills, value of, for defence, 8H ; 
loss of, 93 ; recovered, 94 ; foriilying, 
of, 107 ; battle ol July 26, .U'q. 

Gritunoff, Cloloiiel, at last Council of 
Defence, 304 

Grigorenko, Colonel, Otficcr Com- 
nuuuling Fortress I^lngimuirs, 29 ; at 
the last irmotirig of tlio Coimeil of 
Dufnnoe, 304, 306 

Grigoruvltch, Admiral, i ; his pro- 
posals opposed by Witgeft, ; his 
work, 1:99 

Guns of Fortress fail to co-operato in 
defence of Wolfs Hills, 13a ; list 
of, 375 a setj. 

naval, use of, aot, 366 (Appendix 
HO ; list of, 381 rt m/. (Appen- 
dix IH.) 

Gurko, Licutmiant-Coloiuil, .sent to 
Kuropatkin from Sttlssel, 173 


Hammer, Lieutenant, Aklc<lc-Cainp to 
Smirnoff, x6B 

Haududn, Lieutenant-Colonel, at last 
Caimcil of Defence, 304 



INDEX 




Hahuse, Japanese battleship, destroyed 
by mines, 50 

Hill 113, key of the Suantsegan position, 
126 

Hill, 203 Metre. See Metre 

Hospital, shell falls into, 253; organi- 
zation in the Fortress, 315 ; deticiency 
of aocommodation, 316; state of the 
(in December), 317 

Howitzers (ii-inc'li) on Golden Hill, 
premature bursting of shells, 165; 
use of generally, 367 (Appendix H.) 

Investment begun, 156 

Intelligence Services (Russian), badness 
of, go, 92 

^ (Japanese), 92 

liman, Colonel, his gallantry at 203 
Metre Hill, 253 ; present at the last 
meeting of tlie Council of Defence, 
304 ; his opinion, 306 

Itstfkushiwa^ the, damaged by mine, 
186 

Japanese nation, dissatisfactfon of, at 
slow progress of siege, X77; 
action of Mikado's Government, 
177 j views of, before the war, 
224 

— officers in disguise in the Fortress, 9 

— troops held in contempt at fust, 12 ; 

ignorniiceof Russian army about, 

Jerebtsoif, Colonel, commanding Sap- 
per Company, 294 ; ordered to do the 
Impossible, 293 ; his energy and 
gallantry, 297 ; unrewarded, 298 

Karseladse, Prince, his telegram to 
Bogdanovitch, ig 

Khvostolf, Chief of Fortress Stuff, 3 ; 
arrives with Smirnoff, 23 ; his work, 
29, 199 ; at last meeting of Council 
of Defence, 304 

Kinchou, Importance of, 8 ; realized by 
Smirnoff, 28, 37 ; Tretiakolfs efforts 
to foiUfy, 37, ^7, 56; the confusion 
at, 58 ; ba\tle of (cominenoemeni), 
61 et ; (contitiiiafcioti), 67 ci sfii/, ; 
Fock’s bdiaviour during the battle, 
71 

Kondratenko, General, r, 18; Smir- 
noff's personal assistant, 23 ; his 
share in fortifying and arming the 
Fortress, 25, 29, 87 ; overruled by 
Fock, J08 ; 'an resisting an attack on 
Green Hills, in ; his anger witli 
Fock, 1x2 ; at the attack an the 
Green Hills on July 26, 114; prevents 
deadlock between Stbssel and Smir- 
noff, 199 ; persuades Stbssel as to 
J»'ock's uselessness, 199 ; at the meet- 
ing of Council of Defence (Decem- 
ber 8), 268 ; his last evening, 375 5 his 
death, 276 


Kiicii-san Hill, 89 ; abandoned, 93 ; 
attempt to recaptuie fails, 94 ; results 
of the loss of, 104 ; commands the 
Green Plills, 108 

ICuropatkin orders Stossel to hand over 
command to Smirnoff, 174 ; in- 
spection of the Fortress, 195, 
364 ; his telegram as to relie vin*^g 
the l^ortress, 209 ; refejs to St. 
Fctersbuig as to recall of Stossel, 
209; result, 2To; Informs Smir- 
noff of .SLassel's official deceit, 
282 

— Lunette, 230 

Kutoynikoff, engineer, repairs the ships, 
22 

Lao-tieh-shanTlill,7 ; guns mounted on, 
22 ; rapidly fortified after Smirnoffs 
arrival, 26 ; Fock and Smirnoff dis- 
agree as to strengthening (in Decem- 
ber), 269 

Lapei'off, tJolonei, at fiat tie of Kin- 
chou, 68, 73 

Letters, censorship of, gi 

Tdao-yang, the retirement from, 231 

Lieu tmant Bur the, loss of, no 

Long Hill, Japanese attacks on (Sep- 
tember 20), igtj 

Ljopatin, Captain, sacrificed to save 

Fock, 93 

Loschinsky, Admiral, i ; mines tlie 
shores, 14 ; draws up a schema for 
mining Port Arthur waters, 20, 36 ; 
defeats attempt to block the entrance 
to the harbour, urges 

Witgeft to capture the damaged 
Fu^ii 31; appointed to co m m a 11 d, 
1S7 ; at the last meeting of Council of 
Defence, 304 ; his opinion, 307 

Machabclly, rtince, retakes Pan-lun- 
shan Redoubt, X67; cimumslanccs of 
his death, 167 

Mackalinsky, Prince, intermediary be- 
tween Fortress Staff and navy, 148 

Makharoff, Vicc-Admirah arrival of, to 
command the fleet, 20; his deiath, 
3S ; his attitude towards England, 
226 

Malaieff, Lieutenant, heroism of, 23; 
his death, 34 

Mauchuria, the, capture of, ao 

Medical organization of the Fortress, 
3x5 ; neglect to equip hospitals, 
316 

Mckhmanaroff, Colonel, present at last 
meeting of Council of Defence, 304 ; 
his opinion, 306, 307 

Menshoffj M,, appointed Hospital In- 
spector, 318 

Metro (203/ Hill, io 5 ; its great value, 
106, 135, 156 ; state of, 157 1 furious 
attacks on (September ko), 19^5 
assault of (Sei^tembcr ^sr), 196; 
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fi|^ht for, 243 et seq, ; Nogi tleter- 
niin(\s to uiko il, 243 ; StosscVs 
apathy, 244 ; calls a conforcnce and 
proijuses retire tnent, 246 ; defence of, 
by Colonel 'rretiakoiV, 248 ; bom- 
bardment renewed (Deoembcr2], 250; 
truce to bury dead, 351 ; occupied by 
Japanese, 255 ; Kondratenko’s mis- 
take, 256; letirenuMit of Russians, 
257 ; effect of loss on the fleet, 
260 

Mlckulaclsey, Prince, in charge of police 
gcndiivmoB, 38 

Mine-layers (Japanese), the work of, 32, 

38 

Mines, land, 198 

Mining' (siege operations), 210, 213,2X4, 

ac^, 2x6^ 

Mobui station sehenie for Fortress, want 
of, 194 ; of reserves, 37/^ 

Mori^oHa, the, hospital ship, 193 
Mount fSam'ion, 62, 64 
Munitions of war, re])ort of General 
Biely, 386 (Appemli}: IV,) 

Munnan, Colonel, Siusscl’s treatment 
of, 223 

Nurlein, General, at last meeting of 
Council of f Jefenoe, 304 ; his oijinion, 
307 

Nakamura, Oneral, his order for 
assault of November 24, 240 
NiingdUn Ileirjhts, value of, B8 ; armed 
by tlio Japanese, 234 
raiKvay^‘da^lon, 76 
Naii-siian, BtUtle of. See Kinchou 
Naval engagement of February 25, 17 ; 
of March 22, 27 

— guns mounted in the forts, sen, 
262, 366 (Appendljc IF) 
ojflicers (Russian) want of training, 
39 ; their differences with the 
army, 39 ; ineOloicncy of, 97, 
1:^4 

Navy, Rusbian, want of reforms in, 

Negotiations with Japan lail, 3 
Nekrashevitcb - Poklad, fdeu tenant ^ 

Colonel, at last Council of Defence, 

304 

Newspaper cenaorshi^> 1:48, X63, tSp 
Nickitin, General: his duties, 026; at 
last meeting of Council of Defence, 
304 ; his opinion, 307 
Nogi concentrates two divisions to take 
Chi-kuan-shan Fort, B Battery, atul 
Kcglo’s Nest, 483 1 fails to carry the 
position, T84; directed to eapcurci Port 
Arthur at any cost, 236 
Nojin c, M. (the author) : his treatment 
by StOssel, vii {Preface) 

Xoviki the, 4, 59, X53, 26a 
Novy Kry newspaper iwb- 

ILsh Btossel’s order of March xy, 
23 ; publishes scurrilous allsgoj'y, 


loa ; censor'ihip of, 148, 163 ; piibli- 
cation stopped for it tnonth, 189 
Nurses’ o])inionL of the war compared 
with the Boor War, 194 

Onicers (Russian) kept in ignorance of 
the tot)Ography of the [''ortress, 8 ; 
their luck of ourc for their men, i«C 
Old down, defences of, 8 
Order of BL. George, 'L'liiid Class, be- 
stowed on Stbssel, 187, i88 
Orphan TTill, Japanese attack on, re- 
pulsed, 157 

Otm] 7 iy^ gunboat, as Inok-ont, k 6, 4a 
Oyama, Ficld-Maishal, joitis the be- 
sieging army (November), 236 

Pallada^ the, 96, 97 ; destruction of, 
259 

Paii-lun-shan Redoubt, Japanese cap- 
ture, i6() ; retEiktm with great loss, 
167 ; shelled on September 20, 
1^95 

Pffropalovsky the, blown up by mines, 
35 

Petrusha, Colonel, authoriiied to arrest 
uiiyone, rs; at last Council of De- 
fence, 304 ; liib 0[n’nion, 305 
Pet si VO, Japanese land at, 44 
Fobieda^ the, injured by mines, 33, 96 ; 

sinking of, 259 
Poifinuit the, sinking of, 239 
Port Avtlmv, dilntaimess in constriictiug 
defences of, 24; cut off, 45 ; invested, 
i^'5b ; want of inobiliv,ation scheme 
for the 1 '’or tress, 794 
Press ocnsorslnp, 148 
Proclamation left about by Jripauc.se, 
xto 

Quail Hill, 7, 259 

Rafalovltch, l^icutcnant, at 003 Metre 
Hill, 253 

Raschevsky, Coluiud: attack on his 
battery (August 23), 175 ; his opinion 
of Stdssel and Ke.nenoff, x8i ; his 
report of the expetnliiuro of men and 
fnnmuulLion (to September 21), X97 ; 
his (opinion of FockVs trench work, 
2Q0 j extracts from his diary of tlie 
siege, 207, 309-2TI, 213, 214, 215, 223, 
^30, £33, 234) ; lii.s cnm’gy, 233 ; 

his death, 277 

Radetsky, Colonel, at Kinchou, 65 
Redoubts Nos, x and 2, despemte 
assaults on, 175, 179; finally cjipturad, 
183 ; strengthened by Japanese^ xBd 
Retirement from Green Hills, X££ eb 
seq. 

I^eireal from Kinchou to Port Arthur, 
76 ei ssq, 

Xcivismi tlic, damaged, s ; floated off 

diB shoal, £0 ; sinking of, 359 
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Reuss, Colonel : nt last meeting of 
Council of Defence, 304; appointed 
to conduct capitulation, 333 ; the 
terms agreed to, 332 

Rewards for the garrison announced, 
187 ; trcfitment of private soldiers, 
297 

Russian army : its ignorance of Japan, 

— altitude towards England before 

the war, 22S 

— fleet cliiven in on Fcbruniy 215, 

17 

Rocky lidge, attnclc on, repulsed, 312 ; 
Fock orders its abandonment, 312 


Sadikoff, Lieutenant, and Ins bullock 
battery, 55 

Savitsky, Colonel, at last Council of 
Defence, 30.^ 

Sanshilipu occuxned by Japanese, 49 ; 

General Fock's blunders at, 55 
Schwartz, Cai:)tain, succeeds Rachev- 
sky, 280 ; continues his diary, 283 
Scurvy, 27c, 317, 3x9, 320; neglect of 
preventive measures, 321 
Searchlights, Japanese, during siege, 
172 ; Russian withdrawal to Kinchou 
from, 56 

Sebastopol, comparison of Port Arthur 
with, 113 

Sclinen, Colonel, deprived of his com- 
mand, ig 

Second line of fortifications, retirement 
to {January r), 312 ; its works, 

313 

Semenoff, Colonel : conversation with 
Kondratenko, xit i at the attack on 
the Green Hills, U3 appointed 
Aide-de-Camp to the Cizar, xQr ; at 
last Council of Defenre, 304 
S$v(tsiopo/, the, 99, 262 ; destroyed on 
surrender of F'bitress, 328 
Shell, xcdnch, introductlan of, 206; 

some effects of, 230 
ShaO“pingiao, Japanese advance from, 

^ 92 

Sia-gu-f*han Hills, iniportancn of hold** 
ing, 88, 92 ; condition of, 139 ; loss 
of, 142 

Sickness breaks out, 230 
Siege, progress of the {last days of 
August), ryg *, Rtischcvsky’a diary, 
207, 209, 210, 211, 2 [4, 3IS 
Signallers fioni the hills to be shot, 

Signal Plill recaptured, 207} final fight 
at ( Januaiy a) , 330 

Sappers; deficiency of cfificers and nion, 
293; ignorance of Stdssel and his 
staff as to the capabilities of, 294, 
29s j neglected in rewards, 296 
Sapper Company, the Kwandun, 

m 


Skridlolf's battery, 113, 119, 120 

Smirnoff, Lieutenant-General, 1 ; is 
chosen to supersede Stbssel, 7 ; 
organizes Fortress Gcndaimerie, 9 ; 
protests against siUTender, x8 ; 
arrival at Poit Arthur (March 17), 
23 ; horrified at the want of prepara* 
tion, 24 : orders Kinchou to ba foiti- 
fied without delay, 28 ; his energy, 
ag, 30 ; is overruled by S tassel, 86 ; 
persuades the Council to occupy the 
outer position, 88 ; fails to assert 
his authority over Stdsscl as Com- 
mandant of the Fortress, 137 ; at- 
tempts to retake Ta-ku-shan,i43, 133 ; 
drixfts reply to proposal of surrender, 
139 ; his coolness and courage during 
the attack of August si, 170; his 
mossago to Kuropntkin about Uie 
district command, 173 ; his quarters 
shelled, 208 ; inspects the mine 
galleries and fires the oamoufiet, 
217 ; attacked by Fock in the 
memorandum of November 3, 227 ; 
refused money to pay labourers, 235 ; 
speech to Council of Defence (Decem- 
ber 8), 267 i't Sfy. ; action on the 
death of Kondratenko, 277 si xty, ,* 
his message to Kuropaikin as to 
Stussel's behaviour, 291 ; at last 
meeting of Council of Defence, 304 ; 
his speech, 307, 308; telegram to 
Kuropatkin, protesting against sur- 
render, 331 ; hi a report of strength 
of ganison on tirg clay of surrender, 
388 

Solomonoff's battery at Battle of Kin- 
chou, 68 

Sortie of fleet (June 22), 96 

ypy, 0 Japanese, 33^ 

Staff, disorganiKaiion of the Fortress, 5 

SUrcsgiisp^y, loss of the, zx 

Stbssel, General : his demeanour on 
hhbruary 9, 6; Viceroy decides t(3 
supersede him, 7 ; neglects to remove 
families, 8 ; wastes time constructing 
inner wall, 8 ; mismanages supplies, 
9, 10, 91 ; allows rowdyism, to ; per- 
mits Cliiefof Police to Hog drunkards, 
II, 12; infinenced by General Fook, 
13 ; his ‘ signalling ‘ fears, 14 ; freely 
criticized in the restaurants, x$ ; 
publishes *no retreat' order (Feb- 
rfiary 28), 17 ; 'a fighting infantry 
General,’ 19 } admits his ignorance 
of fortress warfare, 19 1 his farewell 
order of March i 7 j 23 i ordered to 
remain in command of the kind 
defences in the Kuau-tun district, 
29 ; his extraordinary orders, 47, 
48, 49, 61 ; derides the Naval Coin- 
nvaucler, 60 ; his behaviour during 
Battle of Kinchou, 70 ; sows dissen- 
sion between the fleet and the army, 
lox t bis greeting to. tbh Hegiment 
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fiftcr Uie biutlo, 84 ; his clocisioii lo 
take the conimanfi of tho l^’ortress 
out c)t .Sinirnorrs huucl'i, 86 ; jnspwis 
tlio advaii<‘C'<l poMlioii, xoB ; supports 
I'ock against IvondratCMiko, luo ; his 
aaooiiu't of tin* evaciiatioti ot VVolfVi 
Hills, 133 ; 01‘chn‘titl by Kuroiiatkin 
to leave Vo i‘t Arthur, 133, 173; le- 
lUiiiiis iu Port Auliur, 136; on the 
hipanese pioposal of faiu'eiuh’r, xCji ; 
Iiis action on rereivin^^ Kuropatkin's 
orders to hand over 10 Siniruolf, 174 ; 
his hiljic tekiRratns |o tiie Czar. 175; 
denounces Lite iiutlior as a lapanese 
.spy, irjo; tile niithoiV. lelL'j,;iMni,s 10 
ISt. Petersburg, 180 ; aiipoiined Aide- 
do -Catup to the C'zar, rHt ; prevents a 
sortie in force, 18. > ; jirotuoted to the 
()rder of Si, Ccorge, 187 ; his censov" 
sliip of the /iVt uewsi'uper, 

189; his th'utmeiU oi ideiUoiuint 
ICndijievsIcy, Ids igiioratiee of 

tortiwis inobili/.atioii solieiiu)'!, rye; ; 
Ids intorferonoe witlt Sininiolf, lyd : 
his action with rcgarcl to tlio two 
iHuvapUpcr corrcsiiondenls, 204 ; and 
(listriet order on the subject, ; Ids 
quarters .slicllod, ho(? ; orders ]''oi tress 
to lie luiiKsl in case oi luii 1 oiidei'i i?i8 ; 
wastes arinnunitiau in order to (nstliy 
c.ipiUil;uioii, ait) ; oidera work on 
the iiiuor lines of dctcnet' to cease, 
cfpi ; lehUM''; money to ]iav laliourcr^. 

euld^ o.()tift'renee on velinuni'nt 
from 203 Alctu's Uill, 1^46 ; ordois to 
Admiral' on loss of ‘>03 MtUre Hill, 
ado; opinion 011 the tuimitea oi 
Ckumcil of UeiVnee (ikautinbur 8), 
fiys ; tiuouph} to isolate Smlrnoll, 
^73 t appohits hock to succeeci Koiu 
tlratenko, ij8<>; ui lust meeting of 
Coundi of Defence, 303, 309 ; his 
ignorance about the Hues of defence, 
312 : dospatehes a to 

tmgotiato surrefuJer, 323 ; his beha- 
viour after the surrciuhT’ 33 f 
S/r/is/wy (Russian destroyer), sinlcing 
of the, 34 

SuUotin, hJanitnty Inspector, 3171 
. 3 iy 

Supphes begin to run short, ^33 [ horse- 
ilcsU proposed, 070; unioimt av, di- 
al do on PectmabcirS, layi ; ou Deacuu 
her 3r, 383 

Supply bi’rtiiob, mismiinugemonl of, 9^ 
38, 4Q, 46, 90 

iSuiddes begin lo occur, soy 
StuTcndcr HUggosted by Nogii 1^9 ; 
disaussed amoixg StOsseVn stall’, 218 ; 
f>ar/t}m 0 }i^(ifr 3 dispatched to nego- 
tiate, 325 ; eflTcct of the nows, 326, 

ialashin Heights, 73 
Ta-ku-slniu Hills, importance of, 83 , 92; 
position of, ^'23, X39 ; loss of, ti[2 ; 


attempt to lecaptnro, 144*, failure 
of, 1. 17 ; second .ittempt fails, 153 ; 
oiuis-sjoii of Velichko to fouify, 217 ; 
effect, 038 

'1'eh‘graphy, wireless, not used, 157 
Tclcphoue.s (Rushian), quite uareliahle, 
i.p 1^)5; use ol, by the Japanese, 
xoi ; delay in woikhig, 197 
'renqde Redoubt, 107, 108, 192; re- 
newed attacks on, 195 ; eaiuiue of, 
^96 

'I’reaeiies, Russian, defects of, 200 
'i'retiakolf, fkilonel : Idsenbrts to fortify 
Kinehou, 37, .17, 56 ; 11 1 Rnttle of 
Rijudioii, 6g, 71 ; :ip))lies to l-'oek lor 
reinforeemcnis, and u; reficcd, 72; 
his heroism in holding 20^ Metre 
fUII, 

'I'ruce, to find wounded, after MovniU' 
her 24, 2/|J 

Umeadiness of Russia, 3 
Uuisovsky, t'aptaiii, death of, 33 

Velichko nil ilie iiuiioriance of hold- 
inp, the atlvaneed position, 135; his 
omission to loriiiy 'I'a-kinyhan, 217 
Versliiniti, Colonel, Cliief Commissary, 
9; oi)]»osi\s Stosserij orders, it 
Vesidovsky, T.UnUenaiU, deatli of, at 
203 Metro Kill, 233 

VK’ci oy, tlio (Admiral Aloxi'icn), orclent 
on outbreak of war, 6 ; deeidc.s to 
vcinovo Stosscl, 7; oidera as to re^ 
rnoval of all families ncglcoled, 8 ; 
iiiiiviss mul asiiuimis coimnund of 
licet (April t.i), 3d, 4c; Jeaves for 
MulCfleii, 44 ; leaves lor St. Vetera- 
lung, 23 L 

Vladivo'itock, <iUe'aiou of the fleet 
forelng ihi way LO, 187 j attempt of 
Ampiat 10, 152 

War material, inKuhldciiey of, 38 
Waier, apuree ol supply, T96 
‘ Water-sufJfJly’ Rtsloubl, 106; Japanese 
eltoUb to e(i])tuve, x66, r86, 192 ; its 
value, 192 ] renewed Jfipanese attacks 
on. )(j3 

'White flag sent out (January i), 
324 

When, Adiiutul, x ; to comnuiml battle- 
ships and eiuVavour to reach Vhuli- 
vosiockjiByi present at last ineetingof 
Ckuined of Defence, 304 ; his opinionj 
307; nrnv.s oi sunender, 32C ; 

orders ships to be lUsablcd (Jami- 
nvy i), 327 

Witgoft, Renr-Admirat, takcni over 
command of fleet, 4.] 5 his lack of 
dodskm, 51 ; b},^ Incmnpeumce, ,^9; 
bis conforunces ub to duct breaking 
out to sea, 150 ; opposiss Losclimsky^s 
proposals, 151 ; d()atlt of, jcij 
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Wolfs Hills, importance of holding, Yamoaica, Major, bearer of messaga 

88, 9? : Fock’s divibioii to occupy, about suriender, i6o 
129 , loss of (July 29], 131 
Wounded, treatment of the, during 
leluvit fioni Kinchou, 73 ef uv/. , the, sinking of, 260 

none found aftei assault of Novem- /aiedoubt Battery, attack on (August 
bei 24, 242 23), 175 

Zedgenidsey, General, deatli nf, 277 
/elt^, Captain, m coiiinmud .it (JoUleii 
Yalu, news of the Rattle of, 37 Hdl, 14^ 
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FORTIFICATION t its Past Achievements, Recent Develop- 
ments, Future Progress. By Colonel Sir George S. Clarke, 
R-K., K.C.M.G., F.R.S. New Edition Enlarged, With 
numerous Illustrations. Medium 8vo. net. 

ARTILLERY AND EXPLOSIVES. Essays and 

Lectures written and delivered at various times. By Sir Andrew 
Noble, D.C.L., F.R.S. With numerous diagrams 

and Illustrations. Medium 8vo. 2is. net. 

No one can speak on the subject of modern artillery and explosives with greater 
authoiity than Sir Andrew Noble.” — 

THE ARMY IN 1906. a Policy and a Vindication. By 
the Rt. Hon. H* O. Arnold-Forster, M.P. Demy 8vo, 
15s. net. 

“ Mr. Arnold -Porster's remarkable work \yjll be read with the deepest attention and 
respect by all who have the interest of the Army at heart ; and though many may 
differ from him, now as formerly, in reference to matters of detail, few will be found 
to deny that the principles he enunciates are in themselves absolutely sound. ♦ , . 
However much any may disagree with Mr. Arnold -Forster’s proposals, few will deny 
that he has given very strong reasons in support of them all.” — W^UmimUr 

IMPERIAL OUTPOSTS. From a Strategical and Com- 
mcrdal Aspect. With Special Reference to the Japanese Alliance. 
By Colonel A. M. Murray, With a Preface by Field- 
Marshal The Earl Roberts, V.C., K.G. With Maps and 
Illustrations. Demy 8vo. I2s* net. 

We should like to sec every ofiicer in the British Army with the wide vision and 
interest in the strategical and commercial organization of the Empire which Colonel 
Murray disi)lays.”-“i5^tfrifrt!for. 

** Colonel Murray deals with subjects of the highest interest, If we note those 
opinions from which we diflfer, it must ho with the proliminary remarks that there 
is still more in the hook with which we thoroughly agree, and that the whole of it is 
suggestive and worthy of the most careful consideration .'* — Aihtmnwii 

THE ART OF RECONNAISSANCE. By Colonel 

David Henderson, D.S.O. With Diagrams. Small crown 
8vo* 5s. net. 

PRUSfCtnMS AND METHODS - PROTECTION AND SrCURITV— Co^^CT— INDE- 
PENDENT Ueconnaissance— The Scout— The Patrol— Reconi^ssance of 
Ground— Transmission op Information. 

This work is a guide to the study of reconnaissance in the field under modern 
conditions of war, and deals with the practical details ns well as with the theoretical 
principles of the subjeott It has been printed in clear type on special paper and so 
bound that it can be conveniently carried in the pocket hy military students. 


CAVALRY IN FUTIJRL WARS. By His Excel- 

lency Lt*“General Frederick von Bernhardi, Commander 
of the 7 th Division of the (iorman Army. Translated by Charles 
Sydney Goldman, FrIuoi’ of “ The Empire and the Century/^ 
With an Introduction by General Sir John French, 
K.C.M^G., K,C.B., G.C.V.O. Demy 8vo. los, 6d. net. 

Hero lit. last, in Lho LaiRlisli ]iin(iLia^.i:c', wo Rave a ro.iUy important woilc on the 
C'.oinian cavaU-y at fust — Ihoad An 070, 

“Gonernl Von IR'rnluurU mo‘it coiiainly knows what he is talking al)OUt> and is 
oi|U[illy at homo when discussing matters of the hiRhesl impoii or others of com- 
))arativoly triilicR dotails ; he displays a sound knovvlcdRo and judRinent concernin^^ 
all thinRs of oiRiiuiziition, stia(cRy, tactics, and IraiiiinR ; an<l moreover, he 
llioioiigldy uiuleisLands horses, so thal he is oruihled to oiler very valuable service 
on every suirjecL connected with tlienr, froin IraininR ol tlie lemmml to the economical 
use of horsdlesh in war,”' — lf^e,siU{iP 7 S/t:r 

THE GERMAN OFFICIAL ACCOUNT OF 

THJC WAR IN SOUINI ARRlt.’A. Prepared in the Historical 
.Section of the (Jrcat General .Staff, Berlin. Translated by 
Colonel W. I-I. H, Waters, R.A., C.V.O., and Colonel 
Hubert Du Cane, R.A., M.V.O, 3 Vols. With Maps and 
I'lans. Demy 8vo, 153. net each. 

“The niosl. valunlile work in which, since i(‘i dose, the war lias been discussed. 
It atantls alone, because it is the only work in which the war has bc<m surveyed by 
iniincd and competent students of wai, lho only one of which tlie juclRmentf. are 
based on afamiliarily with llie inodQH'n theory of war. The liest book that has ycl 
appeared on the South African War.” — ///«: PosL 

FROM LIBAU TO TSU-SHIMA. A N.arrative of the 

Voyage of Adau'ral .Rojdestvcihsky^s Squadron lo the Eant, including 
a detailed Account of the Dogger Tank Incident. By the late 
Eugene Politovsky, Chief Engineer of the Squadron. Trans- 
lated by Major F. R. Godfrey, R.M,L,L Crown 8vo. 6s. 
A painful book, bul a deeply inlcrchling and a really valuable one, which will 
Ii avc a place of pernmnent value among the clocunusnts of the Japanese war ” 

Tek^raph 

BEFORE PORT ARTHUR IN A DESTROYER* 

The Personal Diary of a Japanese Naval Officer. Translated 
from the Spanish Edition by Captain R* Grant, D.S,0., 
Rifle Brigade. With Maps and Illastration.s. Cheap Edition. 
Square 8vo, 3s. 6d. net, 

“ll is pro-cmineiitly a book to be read for cnjoymcul well as iasirucUon j 
hut it will fall short of its more immediate value if measures are n«l deviled for 
hriuging it before the atteuUoa of those rcsjiousihlc for the education of ^youngslcvB* 
in training for a sea life.” — Mall 

THE BATTLE OF TSU~SHIMA. Between the 

Japanese and Russian Flcel.s, fought on the ayth May, 1905. By 
Captain Vladimir Semenon (one of the survivors). Trans- 
lated by Captain A. B. Lindsay. With a Preface by 
Sir George Sydenbam Clarke. Crown 8vo. 38. 6d. net. 

“ It is One of the toost thrilling and touching records of naval warfare that we 
have ever road .”— Weslminskr Gme(te> 



THE LETTERS OF QUEEN VICTORIA. 

A Selection from I-Iei* Majesty’s Coirespondence between the 
Years 1837 and i 85 i. Published by Authority of 
Hss Majesty the King. Edited by Arthur Christopher 
Benson, M.A», C.V.O., and Viscount Esher, G.C.V.O«, 
K.C.B. With numerous Photogravures* Medium 8vo, Three 
Vols. 3S. net. 

FOURTEEN YEARS IN PARLIAMENT, 

1892 TO 1906. By A. S. T, Griffith-Boscawen, foimetly 
M P. for the Tonbridge Division of Kent. Demy Svo. 
los, 6d net. 

LIFE OF THE MARQUIS OF DUFFERIN 

AND AVA. By Sir Alfred Lyall, P.C. Third Impiession. 
With Poi traits, etc. Demy Svo. Two Vols. 36s. wet. 

THE DUKE OF ARGYLL, i 823 «i 9 oo. 

Comprising his Autobiography down to 1857, and his Life from 
that Date onwards, baaed on his Correspondence and Diaries. 
Edited by the Dowager Duchess of Argyll. With 
Portraits and other Illustrations. Two Vols. Medium 8vo. 
36s. net 

LIFE OF SIR ROBERT PEEL. Based on his 

Correspondence and Private Documents. Edited by Charles 
Stuart Parker. With a Summary of Peel’s Life by 
his Grandson, the Hon. George Peeb With Poitiaits. 
Three Vols. Demy Svo. 

VoL. I. FROM HIS BIRTH TO 1827- xSs. 

Vols. IL and III, FROM 1827 TO PIIS DEATH IN 1852. 
32s. 

THE CREEVEY PAPERS, a Selection from the 

Diaiies and Coirespondence of Thomas Creevey (i768”-iS38) 
from Family Papers hitherto unpublished. Edited by the 
Rt. Hon, Sir Herbert Ma^^well, Bart., M.P. With 
Portraits. One Yol. Demy 8vo. lOg, 6d. net. 

SIDNEY HERBERT (lord tieiuiert of lea). 

a Memoir. By Lord Stanmore. AVilh Poilraits and other 
Illu.stralions. Two Vols. Demy Svo. 24s. net. No Life of 
Sidney Herbert has hitherto been pnblished. 

THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF GEORG 

JOACHIM GOSCHEN, 1752-1829. By Viscount 
Goschen. With Portraits and Ulushations. Demy Svo. SGs, net, 



IMPERIAL STRATEGY. By the Military Corre- 

spondent of “ The Times.” With Maps. Medium 8vo. 

2IS. net. 

" The lioolc is a. iiiosl valiralilc iukI timely ai(l jo the Cause of national Ki'ciirily, and 
sluiuhl 1)(! road by all ihoac who arc in a position to influence the destinies of the 
Ihin piro — Moyn Post. 


A NATION IN ARMS. Speeches on the Mtiintenancc 
of the lu-itish Army. Delivered by Field-Marshal The 
Earl Roberts, V.C., K.G. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 2s. 6d, net; 
paper, is. net. 

y'he Spfitatoy says : — “It is with no smiiU Jiatisfaclimi llnit wc note the repnl)lica- 
tion, under the Lille of ^ A Nation in Arms,’ of Liu: speeches on the que.mion of 
National Service delivered by Lord Rohorts, , ♦ , It in not the creEitioii of a military 
caste for wliicli he pleadii, but the luiildinf; up of the Uij^hest tyijc of citi/cn— the 
citizen who is aide to protect his native huul and liih riRlUs and liberties luniself and 
without external aid, and who believes that national safety is not to be hired, but to 
be achieved by solbsacrtfico. ... It is hardly necessary la say that Imrd Roberts 
and tlioso who ULpee with him ask for national train in^I sucli as is williujdy and 
chcei'fally uudovRoue by the citizcTUi of Switzerland* not for that whicli is iaiposedoa 
the German tiotmlalion. We liavc one more word to say-^ that is, to ask our readers 
to study carefully I/ord Roberts’ book. We would specially ask this of dioso who 
dread, and, as vve kohl, are riRht in dteadiuR, militarism, and who look forward to 
universal peace as the ultiinate goal for mankind. They will fttid that Lord Roberts 
has not a word to say in ])raise of war. . . ■ Wh.at he does desire is that as long a,s 
war conliiiues-^and no sane nuiu can, unfortunately, doubt its conlinuancc in our 
generation ^the Jiritish {people shall, when it cornea, be [uepured lo meet it.’’ 


THE RISE AND EXPANSION OF THE 

IIRITISH DOMINION IF INDIA. By Sir Alfred Lyall. 
Fourth Edition, with anew Chapt'er bringing the History down to 
rgoy. Witii .M.'ap.s, Dcaiy Svo. 5s. net. 

OVER^SEA BRITAIN. a Descriptive^ Record of the 
Geography, the liistorical, Ethnological, and .Political Dcvolopmoiit, 
and the Economic Resources of the Empire. 

The Nearer Empirec— The Mediterranean, British AfricrL and British 
America. By E. F. KnighL_ Author of Where Three 
Empires M.eek/^ Small Boat Sailing, “ etc. With 9 Coloured 
Maps. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

Mr* E. F- Knight, the well-known traveller and war correspondent, in this 
volume gives a description of what lie calls the Nearer Empire— the British 
possessions in Iho Mediterranean, Africa, atid America. The book k no mere 
coUeclion of geographical facts. It seeks to show what the Empire is, how it came 
to he, and what Is the history of its growth. It deals nl{?o with the political develop- 
ment an<l the economic resources of the Colonies. Tlic descriptive parts have nn 
additioiutl chnrra through being to a large extent a record^ of personal olwemlion. 
To quote from the Freface The auUior has travelled in most of the coiiulries 
over winch the British Hag dies. He hds witnc.wd* and on some occasions taken 
part in the making of several portions of that Empire in times both of peace and war, 
and has therefore been able to draw on hk own peisonal experiences and observations 
when writing this short account of Britain beyond the seas/ 


PROM PEKIN TO STIvKIM. By COUNT de 
liESDAIN. With Maps and Illustrations based on the 
Author's Surveys and Photogiaphs, Demy Svo. 

FROM PEKING TO *^MANDAI.AY, Being the 
Account of a Journey from North China to Burma through 
Tibetan Ssiich'uan and Yunnan. By R. F. Jolaisioii) AI.A,, 
F.RG.S., Member of the Royal Asiatic Society. With 
numerous Illustrations and Maps. Demy Svo, 

THE HOOK OF SER MARCO POLO, THE 

VENETIAN, concerning the Kingdoms and Marvels of the 
East. Translated and Edited, with Notes, by the late 
Colonel Sir Henry Yule, R,E., C.B., K.C.SJ. Third Edition. 
Revised by Horiri Cordier (of Paris), With a Memoir of 
Henry Yule compiled by his Daughter. With Maps and 
Illustrations. 2 Vols. Med. Svo, £ 2 ^ 3 s. net. 

JOURNEY TO LHASA AND CENTRAL 
aiBET. By Saral Chandra Das, C.IE, of the Bengal Educa- 
tional Service, Member of the Asiatic Society, Bengal, etc. 
A New Edition, With Map and [llustrations. Demy Svo. 
10s. 6d. net. 

THE HEART OF A CONTINENT, A Narrative 

of I'ravels in Manchuria, across the Gobi Desert, through 
the Himalayas, the Pamirs, and Hunza, 1884-1894. By 
Col, Sir PVaiicis Edward Younghit&band;> K.CJ.E. With 
Illustrations. New and Cheaper Edition. Demy 8vo. fls.net 

AMONG THE CELESTIAI.S. A Narrative of 

Travel Abridged from the foregoing, with additions, by 
Col Sir Francis Edward Younghushand, K,CJ.E. With Map 
and Illustrations. Crown Svo. 7s. fid. 

AN ENGI JSHWOMAN IN/rHE PHILIPPINES. 

By Mrs Campbell Dauncey. With Maps and Illustrations. 
Demy Svo. l^s. net. 

PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. The History, 
Scenery, and Great Game of Manica and Sofala. By 
R. C. S’, Maugham. With Map and 32 full-page Illustrations. 
Demy Svo, 15 a. net 

EMPIRES AND EMPERORS OF RUSSIA, CHINA, 
KOREA, AND JAPAN Notes and Recollections. By 
Monsigiior Count Vay de Vaya and Luskod. With numerous 
Illustrations. Demy 8vo. ISs. net 

FROM WEST TO EAST. Notes by the Way. By 
Sir Hubert Jerninghnm, K.C.M.G., sometime Governor of 
Mauritius, of Trinidad, and Tobago. With Illustrations. 
Demy Svo. 15 s. net 



A SOLDIER THE LE(aON, An Kn^rUshman’s 
Adventures inidcr the French Flag in Algeria and Tonquin, 
By (Tcorgu Maiiingioii. Edited by Williftm B, Slater and 
Arllmr J. Sari. With Maps and Illustrations, Demy 8vo* 
lOh. 6d, net. 

SIXTEEN YEAllS^IN SIEFJHA. The Experiences 

of a l^ussian Revolutionist. By Leo Dcutsch. TtansLited 
and Itdited by nolen Chishoini. Fourth ItnpressiorL With 
Portraits and other Illustrations. Demy 8 vq. 15 .s. net. 

WITH THE BORDER IIUEFIANS. Memories of 
the Far West, 1852-1868. By It II. Williams, Edited by 
E. W. Williams. With Illustrations. Demy 8vo. 1& net 

ON THE OLD ROAD TlIliOUOH FRANCE 
TO FLORENCE, Reproductions in Colour of 4S Water- 
colour Drawings and Pen-and-ink Sketches. By A. II 
Ilallam Murray. Text by H. W. Nevinsou and Moiilgoniory 
CWraicLvL Imprecision. Medium Svo, jSlv, not. 

THE HIGH HOAD Ojf EMPIRE. Reproductions 
in Colour of 47 Water-colour Drawings aiul numerous Pen- 
and-ink Sketches made in India, By A, II Ilallam Murray. 
Dedicated by Gracious Pcrinis.sion to H.K.IL the ITinrcss of 
Wales. Medium 8vo. 2L. net (Also a limited edition on 
large paper at £% 3s. net) 

WORKS OF THE LATE MRS BISHOP. 

HAWAIIAN ARCIIIPELAqC): or, Six Months among the 
Palm Groves, Coral Reefs, and Volcanoes of t!u^ Sanrlwich 
Islands. Illustrations, Cheap Edition, Large Crown 8vo. 
3s. 6d, net. 

A LADWS LIFE IN THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS, Illus- 
trations. Crown 8vo, Ts. (Jd, 

UNBEATEN TRACKS IN JAPAN, Travels in the Interior, 
including Visits to the Aborigines of Yciso, and the Shrine of 
Nikhd. With Illustrations, Large Crown 8vu, 3s, 6V1. net 

KOREA AND HER NEIGHBOURS. A Narrative of Travel 
and an Account of the Present Position of the CVmntry, 
With Maps and numerous Illustrations from the Authors 
Photographs. Cheap Edition, In x Vol Ss. net 

JOURNEYS IN PERSIA AND KURDISTAN, With Maps 
and Illustrations. 2 Vols. Crown 8vo, 34s. 

THE YANG-T;?E valley AND BEYOND. An Account 
of Journeys in Central and Western China, chiefly in tlic 
Province of Sze-Chuan, and among the Mati-t^e of the Somo 
Territory. With Maps and lllvistrations. 8vo. 31s, net 
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